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Have You Met All Safety Plan Requirements?

The District-wide School Safety
Plan and Building-level Emergency
Response Plans for the 2024-25 school
year should now have been completed.
This is necessary to meet compliance
dates as follows:

e By September 1st - The District-
wide School Safety Plan has been
reviewed by the District-wide
School Safety Team and adopted
by the School Board after one
public meeting and 30-day com-
ment period. The Building-level
Emergency Response Plans have
been reviewed by the Building-
level Emergency Response Plan-
ning Teams and adopted by the
School Board (The Building-Level
Plan is a confidential document).
The School Board reviews and
adopts this Plan in closed session.

e By September 15th - Multi-
hazard School Safety training has
been provided for students and
staff. Must certify that staff have
received training on the Building-
level Emergency Response Plan,
including components on violence
prevention and mental health.

Emergency Drills

The revised legislation regarding Safety Plans, noted above,
also includes significant changes to the practices for conducting
emergency drills. While the total number of drills (12) remains the
same, (6) evacuation drills and (2) lockdown drills, must be com-
pleted by December 31st. Parents must also be notified within one
week preceding any drill. In addition, at the time drills are con-
ducted, students and staff shall be informed that the activities being
conducted are a drill. However, students and staff are not required
to be informed in advance for evacuation drills. Fire drills are con-

sidered evacuation drills.

e By October 1st - The District-
wide School Safety Plan is posted
on the school district website. The
Building-level Emergency Re-
sponse Plan information and an-
swers to questions on the District
Plan have been entered in the SED
Business Portal. The Building-
level Emergency Response Plan
has been filed with both the State
and Local Police. In addition, writ-
ten information has been provided
to all students and staff about
emergency procedures.

Regulatory changes to the Commis-
sioner of Education Regulation 155.17
are reflected in the 2024-25 Safety
Plan templates provided by Nassau
BOCES. Changes that will not become
effective until July 1, 2025 have also
been incorporated into the Plans. If
additional changes occur Safety Plan
templates will be revised as needed.

The Nassau BOCES templates for
Safety Plans are available to all Nassau
County School Districts. Please contact
your designated Nassau BOCES In-
District Health & Safety Specialist for
assistance in implementation.

2024-25

Sample School District
District-Wide School Safety Plan
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Emergency Drills — New Requirements

(Effective July 31, 2024)

Evacua

tion Drills Lockdown Drills

assembly.

assembly.

any such drill.

* At least 8 times in each school year.
+ 6 between September ' and December 31
* 2 additional drills during summer school.

— 1 during the first week of summer school.

* Student instruction on procedures to be
followed if a fire occurs during alunch period or

— Instruction may be waived where a drill is
held during the regular lunch period or

* At the time drills are conducted, students and
staff are not required to be informed in advance
of the evacuation drill.

« Parents shall be given advance notice of each
drill being conducted within one-week preceding

* At least 4 times in each school year.

* 2 between September T and December 315

* Student instruction on procedures to be
followed if a fire occurs during alunch period or
assembly.

— Instruction may be waived where a drill is
held during the regular lunch period or
assembly.

* At the time drills are conducted, students and
staff shall be informed in advance of the
lockdown drill.

* Parents shall be given advance notice of each
drill being conducted within one-week preceding
any such drill.




Compliance Issues

Answers to recent compliance questions
arising in school districts.

Q. I know that school districts are now re-
quired to include a Remote Instruction Plan
in their District-wide Safety Plan. What are
the essential components?

Policies and procedures to ensure compu-
ting devices will be made available to stu-
dents.

Policies and procedures to ensure students
receiving remote instruction under emer-
gency conditions will access internet con-
nectivity.

Expectations for school staff as to the pro-
portion of time spent in synchronous and
asynchronous instruction of students.

A description of how instruction will oc-
cur for those students for whom remote
instruction by digital technology is not
available or appropriate.

A description of how special education
and related services will be provided to
students with disabilities.

For school districts that receive foundation
aid, the estimated number of instructional
hours the school district intends to claim
for State Aid purposes.

Q. The United States Secret Service has pro-
vided much of the guidance and training on
threat assessments. According to the Secret
Service what are the six principles of threat
assessment?

e Targeted violence is the end result of an
understandable, and often times discerna-
ble, process of thinking and behavior.

e Targeted violence stems from an interac-
tion between the individual, the situation,
the setting and the target.

e An investigative, skeptical, inquisitive
mindset is critical to a successful threat
assessment.

e Effective threat assessment is based upon
facts, rather than characteristics or traits.

e Threat assessment is guided by an inte-
grated systems approach.

e  The central question in a threat assessment
inquiry is whether a student poses a threat,
not whether a student made a threat.

These principles should be consider in the de-

velopment of a school district threat assess-

ment program.
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Safety Focus is a review of
health and safety issues for sub-
scribing school districts. Ques-
tions and comments on this doc-
ument are welcome. Please con-
tact the Health & Safety Training
and Information Service staff at:

516-396-2387, or fax to
516-997-0446, or e-mail
pladuca@nasboces.org.

School District Health & Safety Liaisons

(Districts with BOCES Health & Safety Specialists in Bold)

Baldwin — Shari Camhi, Russ Randazzo

Bellmore - Joseph Famularo, Joseph Fiorino
Bellmore-Merrick — Jon Simpkins

Bethpage - Scott Harrington, Peter Cavassa
Carle Place - Ted Cannone, Joanna DeMartino
East Meadow - Kenneth Rosner, Patrick Pizzo
East Rockaway — Michael Van Wart, James Daly
East Williston — Diane Castonguay, Lance McAllister
Elmont — Marlon Small, Fernando DeBartolo
Farmingdale — Paul Defendini, Samuel Thompson
Floral Park - Lisa Ruiz, Robert Costa

Franklin Square - Jared Bloom, Michael Goldberg
Freeport — Fia Davis

Garden City — Dana DiCapua, Robert Foley

Glen Cove - Victoria Galante, Viktor Tymchynyuk
Great Neck — John O'Keefe, Alfredo Cavallaro
Hempstead — James Clark, James Nothel
Herricks - Lisa Rutkoske, Marty Abrams
Hewlett-Woodmere — Kate Freeman, Kim Parahus
Hicksville - Marcy Tannenbaum, David Bell
Island Park — Vincent Randazzo

Island Trees - Charles Murphy, Kenneth McLean
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Laura Parasram Systems Specialist

Levittown — Michael Fabiano, Craig Cammarata
Locust Valley — Karen Horoszewski, Eric Nakutavicius
Long Beach — Michael DeVito, Don Kramer
Lynbrook - Paul Lynch, Joel Press

Malverne — Christopher Caputo, Daniel Balzan
Manhasset — Gaurav Passi, Frederick Bruder
Massapequa — Ryan Ruf, Tim O’'Donnell

Merrick — Dominick Palma, James O'Beirne

Mineola — Michael Nagler, Jenny Carcana

North Shore — Michael Tolley, John Hall

New Hyde Park-Garden City Park - Michael Frank
North Bellmore - Marie Testa, Richard Russo
North Merrick - Cynthia Seniuk, Sam Carder
Oceanside - Phyllis Harrington, Jerel Cokley

Oyster Bay-East Norwich - Maureen Raynor
Plainedge - Edward Salina, Brett Prochazka
Plainview — Chris Donarummo, Andrew Ward

Port Washington — Michael Hynes, Kathleen Manuel
Rockville Centre — Robert Bartels, John Scalisi
Roosevelt - Shawn Wightman, Gary Gentles

Roslyn — Susan Warren, Thomas Szajkowski
Seaford — Adele Pecora, Russell Costa

Sewanhaka - Kevin O"Brien, Scott Greene

Syosset - Patricia Rufo, Greg Hamilton

Uniondale — Monique Darnsaw-Akil

Valley Stream 13 — Judith LaRocca, Gerard Antoine
Valley Stream 24 — Unal Karakas, Jack Mitchell
Valley Stream 30 — Marcela Moran, Michael Deluca
Wantagh - Anthony Cedrone, Tom Fucci

Valley Stream Central - Wayne Loper, James Burke
Westbury — Tahira Dupree-Chase, Lynn Mary O"Neill
West Hempstead - Brian Phillips Peter Mayo




