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SECTION 1.0 - PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
1.1 PROJECT PURPOSE

This Initial Study analyzes the proposed Woodrow Wilson High School (Wilson HS) Aquatic Center Project
(Proposed Project). The Proposed Project would develop an aquatic center to replace the existing indoor
pool at Wilson HS, and provide a regulation size pool for water polo games or swim meets. Long Beach
Unified School District (District) is the lead agency for the Proposed Project. This Initial Study has been
prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code
§21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, §15000 et seq.)
and has determined that preparation of a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) would be appropriate
under CEQA.

1.2 PROJECT LOCATION AND SITE CHARACTERISTICS

1.2.1 Project Location, Setting, and Surrounding Uses

The Proposed Project would be constructed on the western portion of the Woodrow Wilson High School
(Wilson HS) campus, located at 4400 East 10™ Street, Long Beach, in the County of Los Angeles (Project
Site) as shown in Figure 1: Project Site. The campus is bordered by East 10" Street to the north, Park
Avenue to the east, East 7™ Street to the south, and Bennett Avenue to the west, with Ximeno Avenue
running in between the main campus and the western area of the campus with portable classrooms and
sports facilities.

The Project Site is located on approxiamtely 1.6 acres on the west portion of campus, bordered by Bennett
Avenue to the west, Ximeno Avenue to the east, tennis courts to the north, and portable classrooms to
the south. The Project Site is zoned instituational (I) and the site is surrounded by the same zoning to the
north, east, and south (City 2016). Residential uses (zoned R-3-S) are located just west of the Project Site
as shown in Figure 2: Zoning.

Further from the Project Site are commercial and residential uses to the north and south, a recreational
park to the east, and residential uses to the west.

1.2.2 Existing Conditions

Wilson HS is an existing 28-acre school that was originally built in 1924 and was restored between 1934
and 1953 after an earthquake caused damage to the campus. A new science building was built in 1990
and portable buildings were added between 1960 and 2016. The auditorium building was recently
renovated in 2017, and a new synthetic turf field, rubberized track, and two concession stands were
installed in 2017. The school currently accommodates high school students from grades 9-12, with an
enrollment of approximately 3,500 students. The site currently includes five multi-story classroom
buildings, one multi-story auditorium building, one multi-gymnasium/natatorium building, three single-
story multi-purpose buildings, and thirty eight (38) portable classroom buildings. The campus currently
contains an indoor pool located in the gymnasium/natatorium which is in the center of the main portion
of campus east of Ximeno Avenue. The indoor pool was built in 1949; it is a small pool approximately 75
feet by 67 feet containing five 7-foot wide swim lanes and a 22-foot wide warm-up pool. New Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant bleachers with the capacity of 300 spectators were installed at the
Natatorium in 2017. The pool is no longer regulation size for water polo games or swim meets — 25

Chambers Group, Inc. 1
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meters for a “short course” and 50 meters for a “long course”. Therefore, the boys’ water polo team
practices at the Belmont Pool. The girls’ swim team still uses the existing pool on campus.

The Project Site currently contains six basketball courts and four volleyball courts. The Project area also
includes a generator and electrical boxes, all fenced in by six-foot-tall metal fencing.

13 PROJECT GOALS AND OBIJECTIVES
The following objectives would be met with development of the Proposed Project:

e Develop a pool for competitive uses and events at the Wilson HS Campus.

e Create additional parking for aquatic events.

e Develop a fully functioning aquatic center with offices, lockers, restrooms, and a ticket and
concession stand.

1.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Proposed Project includes the construction of a new aquatics facility that would include the following
main facilities:

¢ An outdoor, Myrtha Brand, swimming pool that is 51.5 meters long by 25 yards wide, with a 1.5
meter-wide bulkhead. The plan is to have an approximately 30 foot deck surrounding the pool.
The size of deck may become slightly smaller depending on final size of the buildings. The depth
of the pool at the shallow end will be 4 feet, increasing to 7 feet 6 inches at the deep end of the
pool.

e Bleachers with a capacity for up to approximately 500 spectators, and shade coverings over the
bleachers

e 4 Stadium lights

e LED scoreboard with integrated sound system throughout the complex

e Parking with 20 to 25 stalls including ADA stalls

e A 10-foot tall concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall enclosure, where needed

e Surveillance cameras for security purposes

e Equipment storage enclosure/room

The aquatic center itself will also include:

e A snack bar/ticket booth

e Inclusive ADA complaint changing/locker rooms to accommodate 150 students with ADA
compliant restrooms and showers

e Twoteam rooms

e Inclusive restrooms will be accessible from both the pool area and the locker room

e Coaches’/Physical Education (P.E.) teacher office with a restroom and a shower

e Laundry room

e Two chemical storage rooms, which should be easily accessible by truck for deliveries

e A mechanical room and an electrical room

e A pool attendant office including a restroom and shower

e An equipment storage enclosure/room

e Qutdoor shower heads

Chambers Group, Inc. 2
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A layout of the Proposed Project is shown in Figure 3: Site Plan. In addition the pool temperature shall be
maintained at 78-82 degrees Fahrenheit for the competitive users, but the heating system shall be capable
of 86 degrees Fahrenheit for all other pool users. The basis of the design for the pool heater is Lochinvar
Aquas indirect gas fired pool boilers.

14.1

Event Schedule

The following pool users are expected to use the High School pools in LBUSD, which would include the
new Wilson Aquatic Center:

i High School water polo and swimming
1. 3 levels of girls’ polo and swimming
2. 3 levels of boys’ polo and swimming

ii. Physical Education (P.E.) Classes - Range in size but can be as large as 54 students and a
few instructors. The lessons will be held during school hours.

iii. Parks and Recreation - Learn to swim programs

iv. Special Olympics

V. Private groups - Rentals

vi. YMCA — Summer swim programs

vii. Special needs programs for high school students

The Aquatic Center will be in use routinely, for the most part, with the exception of a few days in a year.
Below is a sample schedule based on a normal school year with athletics and physical education:

School Days - Physical Education Classes

When school is in session (Sept - June), P.E. Classes will typically use the pool Monday thru Friday
between the hours of 8 AM - 1 PM. While it may not be every day, P.E. classes will be in the pool
on at least 90% of the days school is in session.

Fall (Aug - Nov) — Boy’s Water Polo Season

Practices or games will occur between the hours of 1 PM - 8 PM (Monday - Friday). There will be
some occasional Saturday practices and games, but the majority of the practices and games will
occur during the week. Wilson HS typically has 2-3 games each week during the season.

Winter (Nov - Feb) — Girl’s Water Polo Season

Practices or games will occur between the hours of 1 PM - 8 PM (Monday - Friday). There will be
some occasional Saturday practices and games, but the majority of the practices and games will
occur during the week. Wilson HS typically has 2-3 games each week during the season.

Spring (Feb-May) - Boys/Girls Swim Season

Practices or Swim Meets will occur between the hours of 1 PM - 8 PM (Monday - Friday). There
will be some occasional Saturday practices and meets, but the majority of the practices and meets
will occur during the week. Wilson HS typically has 1-2 swim meets each week during the season.

Summer (June-Aug) - Water Polo Summer Camps

Chambers Group, Inc. 3
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During the summer months, boys and girls water polo will run summer camps. The practices occur
typically between the hours of 7 AM - 2 PM with some occasional off-season games conducted in
the evenings between the hours of 4 PM - 8 PM. The majority of the practices and games occur
Monday through Friday.

Other Group Activities

Permitting outside groups activities will be accommodated when they do not conflict with the
needs of the school water polo and swim teams. These typically happen on Saturday or Sunday.
More local youth (age 5-13) club water polo and swim teams may reaching out to use the facility
once it is built since there will be no other facility like it in the City with the exception of the
Cabrillo High School Aquatic Center and the Belmont Pool. When the District has permitted these
groups in the past for weekend use it has typically occurred between the hours of 8 AM - 6 PM.

15 CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

The Proposed Project construction is expected to begin in June 2022 and be completed in September
2023.

Construction equipment to be used during construction of the Proposed Project may include the following
items:

= Loaders

=  Pick-up trucks

=  Backhoes

= Water Truck

= Crane

= Asphalt paver

= Bulldozers

=  Fork Lifts

= Concrete trucks/mixer
=  Dump trucks

1.5.1 Demolition and Excavation

The existing basketball courts on the site would be demolished and the area would be excavated to allow
for installing of the proposed pool. The total amount of soil excavation anticipated to occuris 10,974 cubic
yards, with approximately 5,130 cubic yards of export, approximately 742 cubic yards of import, and
approximately 5,102 cubic yards of soil that will be recompacted and used at the Project Site. Any waste
material needing to be disposed of at a permitted disposal facility will be transported by an appropriately
licensed contractor/waste hauler. Typical facilities that District contractors use include the Azusa Waste
Management landfill and the Simi Valley Waste Management Landfill. The District hired Leighton
Consulting and performed waste pre-characterization sampling of site soil (Appendix D) on November 24,
2020 in accordance with the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) Information Advisory Clean
Imported Fill Material (DTSC 2001). Based on a comparison of soil analytical results to federal and state
waste characterization criteria, the samples will likely be classified as non-hazardous. Some landfills may
require segregation of soil or additional analyses for acceptance and the contractor would verify
acceptance criteria with the individual landfill prior to transport.

Chambers Group, Inc. 4
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1.5.2 Staging Areas

Construction trailers and staging areas will be located at the campus, likely on the paved areas east of
Ximeno Avenue.

1.5.3 Construction Best Management Practices

The District will require its construction contractor to comply with all applicable rules and regulations in
carrying out the construction of the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project would also comply with the
District’s Construction best management practices (BMPs), which are established and refined as part of
the District’s current building efforts.

Construction Traffic: The District will require its contractors to submit a worksite traffic control plan to
the City of Long Beach for review prior to construction. The plan will show the location of any haul routes,
construction hours, protective devices, warning signs, and access to abutting properties.

Construction Air Emissions: The District will require its construction contractors to comply with all
applicable South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) rules (i.e., Rule 403, Fugitive Dust
[2003]) and regulations in carrying out construction activities. To reduce the potential for significant
hazardous emissions during a removal action, the District or its contractor will:

= Maintain slow speeds with all vehicles;
= Load impacted soil directly into transportation trucks to minimize soil handling;

=  During dumping, minimize soil drop height into transportation trucks or stockpiles;

= Duringtransport, cover or enclose trucks transporting soils, maintain a freeboard height of at least
12 inches, and repair trucks exhibiting spillage due to leaks;

=  Place stockpiled soil in areas shielded from prevailing winds;

=  During active demolition and debris removal, apply water every 4 hours to the area within 100
feet of the structure being demolished to reduce vehicle trackout;

= Use a gravel apron to reduce mud/dirt trackout from unpaved truck exit routes;

= During demolition activities, apply water to disturbed soils, both after demolition is completed
and at the end of each day of cleanup;

=  Prohibit demolition activities when wind speeds exceed 25 miles per hour;

= |Implement the following for construction combustion equipment:

a. The operator will ensure the use of Tier 2 vehicles or the equivalent alternative fueled or
catalyst equipped diesel construction equipment, where practicable, including all off-road
and portable diesel-powered equipment.

b. The operator will ensure that idling time will be minimized by either shutting equipment off
when not in use or reducing the time of idling to 5 minutes as a maximum.

Chambers Group, Inc. 5
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Construction Noise: The District will require the construction contractor to keep properly functioning
mufflers on all internal combustion and vehicle engines used in construction. The District will require its
construction contractor to provide advance notice of the start of construction to include all noise sensitive
receptors, businesses, and residences adjacent to the Project Site and specifically when and where
construction activities will occur and provide contact information for filing noise complaints. During
construction activities, the construction contractor will, to the extent feasible, locate portable equipment
and will store and maintain equipment away from the adjacent residents; will require all mobile or
stationary internal combustion engine powered equipment or machinery be equipped with exhaust and
air intake silencers in proper working order; and will require all construction equipment be properly
maintained with operating mufflers and air intake silencers as effective as those originally installed by the
manufacturer. The District will require its construction contractors to comply with all applicable noise
ordinances of the affected jurisdiction and when necessary to comply with all applicable noise ordinances.

Cultural Resources: The District will require that the construction contractor, in the event a cultural
resource (i.e., historic or prehistoric artifact, fossilized shell, or bone) is discovered during ground-
disturbing activities, stop all work within the immediate area and notify the District, and that the find be
evaluated by a qualified archaeologist. If the find is determined to be potentially significant, the
archaeologist, in consultation with the District’s Facilities Development and Planning Branch, will develop
a treatment plan. All work in the immediate vicinity of the unanticipated discovery will cease until the
qualified archaeologist has evaluated the discovery or the treatment plan has been implemented.

Hazardous Materials Management: The District will require its construction contractor to remediate
hazardous materials at the Project Site under supervision of the District. The potential hazards are
generally limited to asbestos-containing materials, lead-based paint, and fluorescent light tubes and
ballasts.

1.5.4 Project Design Features

Project Design Feature 1:

The Project applicant shall construct a 10-foot high concrete masonry unit (CMU) wall along the
west property line of the Project Site that is adjacent to Bennett Avenue. Other than the two entry
gates that shall be constructed of a solid material, such as minimum 24 gauge sheet metal or
another solid material that provides a minimum sound transmission class (STC) rating of 25 STC,
the wall shall be free of any cut-outs or openings.

Chambers Group, Inc. 6
21252



Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Woodrow Wilson Aquatic Center Project

Long Beach, California

Figure 1 - Project Site
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Figure 2 - Zoning
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Figure 3 - Site Plan
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1.6 REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS

Reviewing Agencies include those agencies that do not have discretionary powers but may review the
Mitigated Negative Declaration for adequacy and accuracy. Responsible Agencies have discretionary
approval authority for a project. Potential Reviewing Agencies and Responsible Agencies include the
following:

1.6.1 Responsible Agencies

State of California

= Department of Education
0 School Facilities Planning Division
= Department of General Services
0 Office of Public School Construction
0 Division of the State Architect
= Department of Public Health (DPH)
= Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA)
Regional Agencies
= South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
= Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
= Los Angeles County Department of Health
Local Agencies
=  City of Long Beach Fire Department

1.6.2 Reviewing Agencies

= (City of Long Beach
= Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), and tribes requesting consultation

1.6.3 Permits and Approvals

The following permits may be required prior to construction of the Project.

= SCAQMD — Rule 201/203 Permit to Construct/Permit to Operate or Rule 222 registration for the
natural gas fire pool water heaters

=  RWQCB - Compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Construction General Permit

Chambers Group, Inc. 10
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SECTION 2.0 - ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION
2.1 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would potentially be affected by this project, involving at least
one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact," as indicated by the checklists on the following pages.
For each of the potentially affected factors, mitigation measures are recommended that would reduce the
impacts to less than significant levels.

[  Aesthetics [l Agriculture and Forestry Resources  [_]  Air Quality

[ Biological Resources X cultural Resources [0  Energy

O Geology /soils ] Greenhouse Gas Emissions [0 Hazards & Hazardous Materials

[0 Hydrology /water Quality []  Land Use / Planning [0  ™ineral Resources

X Noise [0  Population / Housing 1 Public Services

]  Recreation [0  Transportation Tribal Cultural Resources

[ utilities /Service Systems O  wildfire DX Mandatory Findings of Significance
2.2 DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

1. | find that the project could not have a significant effect on the environment, and a [ ]
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.
2. I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the X]

environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

3. | find the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment, and an |:|
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.
4. | find that th