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ABOUT THIS PRESENTATION

An in-depth look at the college process:

• What is happening now?

• What are the next steps?



WHAT IS HAPPENING 
NOW



SENIOR 
CONTRACT

• List of courses you need to 
meet the ELHS Graduation 
Requirements

• Elective is anything beyond 
requirement (a fourth Math, a 
fourth science, etc.)

• Seniors need to have 6 blocks 
filled on their schedules

• Contact your counselor if there 
is any confusion

• A signed copy will be mailed 
home to parents



FINALIZING A LIST OF SCHOOLS

Two or Three “Reaches”
Just meet the SAT & GPA Ranges

Two or Three “Targets”
Right in the Middle or Better

Two or Three “Safeties” At the Far End or Beyond

Use Naviance Scattergrams to help determine likelihood of acceptance

Students should only apply to schools they will attend



Standardized Tests

SAT Date
Registration 
Deadline

Late Registration
Deadline (extra fee)

Oct 5, 2024 Sep 20, 2024 Sep 24, 2024

Nov 2, 2024 Oct 18, 2024 Oct 22, 2024

Dec 7, 2024 Nov 22, 2024 Nov 26, 2024

ACT Date Registration 
Deadline

Late Registration
Deadline (Extra fee)

Oct 26, 2024 Sep 20, 2024 Oct 7, 2024

Dec 14, 2024 Nov 8, 2024 Nov 22, 2024

Feb 8, 2025 Jan 3, 2025 Jan 20, 2025

Test scores must be sent directly from the testing company.  Test 

registration and score reporting can be done at:

www.collegeboard.org for SATs and www.act.org for ACTs

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org


COLLEGE 
APPLICATION 

OPTIONS



APPLICATION DEADLINES

Early Decision

Students apply to a college 
1st semester senior 

year.  Deadlines: Nov. 1, Nov. 15 

or Dec. 1 (depending 
on school).

Pros: Sometimes students have 
a better chance of being 
admitted. Notified by a 

published date if they 
were Admitted, Denied or 

Deferred for Regular Admission.

Cons: Students must enroll at 
that college if accepted. No 
true negotiation power for 
financial aid.

Early Action

Students may apply to 
certain colleges in 1st 
semester, but the 
decision is Not Binding.

Pros: If admitted, 
students have a 
“place to go” early

Cons:  student must 
make 
Nov./Dec. application 
deadlines.



APPLICATION DEADLINES

Regular Decision:

• Students apply by deadline.

• Students notified in March-
April

• Students make their 
decision by May 1.

Rolling 
Admission:

• Students apply to 
colleges between 
Nov. 1 and Regular 
Deadline and 
colleges respond 
in 2 – 4 weeks. 

• Suggestion:  

• All students apply 
by Dec. 1



THE COMMON 
APPLICATION

• Most colleges require electronic 
submission of application.

• More than 900 colleges accept the 
Common Application – be sure to check 
for supplements

• Payment is made electronically with credit 
card.

• Common App Tool Kit:

• http://www.commonapp.org/ready

• http://www.commonapp.org/

http://www.commonapp.org/ready
http://www.commonapp.org/


COALITION APPLICATION

Since the launch of the Coalition app in 2016, 
several colleges and universities across the US 
have been utilizing the new application 
platform. Currently, the Coalition app has about 
150 member colleges.

While many member colleges still utilize the 
Common App in addition to the Coalition app, 
or their own institutional application, there are 
a small number of schools, like Virginia Tech, 
which use the Coalition app exclusively, 
meaning the Coalition app is the only college 
application they accept for undergraduate 
admission. It’s important when researching 
colleges and creating your application 
timeline to make a note of what applications 
each institution uses.

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/



INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

• Most are electronic applications

• Payment is online

• School forms on Naviance still accepted

• Very few schools use paper/pencil



THE 
COLLEGE 
APPLICATION 
PORTFOLIO

Applicatio
n

Includes 
Essay

Transcript Profile Secondary 
School 
Report

Recommendation
s

Standardized 
Test Scores



THE ELHS COLLEGE 
APPLICATION PROCESS

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Parkville_-_University_of_Melbourne_(Queen%E2%80%99s_College).jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


PREPARING TO APPLY



SENIOR FOLDER

Distributed during Senior English classes

Senior Transcript

Class of 2025 Senior College Checklist

Common Application Completion Guidelines

2024-2025 Common Application Essay Prompts

Recommendation Guide



SENIOR 
TRANSCRIPT

• A Summary of your final grades 

• Credit Count

• GPAs

• List of Senior Classes (needed to fill out 
college applications)



EAST LYME 
HIGH SCHOOL 

PROFILE



STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
PRIOR TO YOUR APPLICATION





APPLYING TO COLLEGE



STUDENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 

APPLYING



STUDENT 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 

SENDING 
TRANSCRIPTS



STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
FOLLOW-UP







TIPS FOR COMPLETING 
APPLICATIONS

•First, read the directionsRead

•Obtain appropriate personal email addressEmail

•Be Consistent: Names (no nicknames), FactsConsistency

•Be Precise:  Names, Addresses, School Code: 070177, GPA, 
Social Security #Accuracy

•Be Succinct: Provide only what is asked, and leave out activities 
that occurred before grade 9Directiveness

•Be Thorough: Use your resume to l ist up to 10 extracurricular 
activities, highlight leadership roles, volunteerism, and workThoroughness

• Be Safe: keep a copy of everything sent and save your e-mail 
correspondenceSave



TIPS FOR 
COMPLETING 
THE ESSAY

1
Make “Optional” 

Mandatory

2

Talk with an adult 
(English teacher, 

parent, counselor)

3
Answer the 

Question

4

Be Honest

5Be Creative

6

Write about more 
than just the facts

7
Watch Your 
Language

Proofread, Spell 
Check, Proofread



NEXT STEPS:
BEYOND THE APPLICATION



CONNECTICUT AUTOMATIC 
ADMISSION PROGRAM (CAAP)

• The Connecticut Automatic Admissions Program (CAAP) offers eligible 
students automatic admission to participating Connecticut Colleges and 
Universities based on high school grade point average (CAAP GPA) and/or 
percentile class ranking, both calculated using the College Board’s 
formula for calculating GPA.

• Automatic admission means that a student who qualifies may choose to 
complete a simplified, free application for each of the colleges and 
universities participating in CAAP to which the student qualifies. The 
student will automatically receive a letter of acceptance and details about 
financial aid awarded from the college/university.

• Students who are eligible for CAAP based on their recalculated CAAP GPA 
will be notified directly  by ELHS

• There is no fee to apply through CAAP

• If you are eligible for CAAP and have already submitted an application and 
paid the application fee, you must contact that college/university and 
notify them of your eligibility for CAAP in order for them to issue you a 
refund. You will need to provide them with the letter of eligibility.

• Create a Common App Account
Create a Common App account or log in to an existing Common App 
account. Set your communication preferences so that: “Common App 
may communicate with me by email, phone or text message…” This allows 
Common App to send your CAAP auto-admission information.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapply.commonapp.org%2Fcreateaccount%3Futm_source%3Demail%26utm_medium%3Dpdf%26utm_campaign%3Dcaap-direct-admissions-2023&data=05%7C01%7CAMorris%40commnet.edu%7C942ef6920127413c3cc608dbafb94361%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638296982509928733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kkj4jBPo2hSQs%2FWBPTpZOP3fvm9bl1CuMEL%2FVyYq5ws%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapply.commonapp.org%2Flogin%3Futm_source%3Demail%26utm_medium%3Dpdf%26utm_campaign%3Dcaap-direct-admissions-2023&data=05%7C01%7CAMorris%40commnet.edu%7C942ef6920127413c3cc608dbafb94361%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C638296982510084983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CIauyFWMWvXekDUuCCjAWw4FY3Vk8Qr2QA4a1PjJ06M%3D&reserved=0


COST

• Financial Aid: Complete the FAFSA or CSS Profile - Uses Prior-Prior 
year taxes (2023)

• Scholarships: Naviance (under “colleges” tab and select “Scholarship 
and Money”  then select “scholarship list”, www.fastweb.com, 
etc.  Posted on Class of 2025 School Counseling Google Classroom.

• Net Price Calculator on each school’s website



USERNAMES AND PASSWORDS
* PLEASE COME TO COUNSELOR MEETING WITH 
THIS INFORMATION

COLLEGEBOARD (AP, SAT, PSAT)  https://www.collegeboard.org/

Username: Username should have 6-15 characters, made up of letters and numbers.

Password: Your password must be 9-30 characters with at least one upper case letter, one lower case 
letter, one number and one special character (no spaces) and be different than your username.

Associated with personal email address

NAVIANCE  student.naviance.com

Username: personal email address

Password: Naviance Journal

COMMONAPP https://apply.commonapp.org/login

Username: personal email address

Password: minimum 8 characters: uppercase, lowercase, number, and special character required

 

https://apply.commonapp.org/login


FINANCIAL AID NIGHT

• Oct 26th 6:30 ELHS Auditorium

• Presentation put on by Patricia Buono, 
representative from Connecticut College Financial 
Aid Night

• This presentation walks families through the FAFSA 
completion

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

https://www.propublica.org/getinvolved/illinois-parents-children-students-college-financial-aid-scheme-qualify-callout
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


DON’T FORGET!

College Fair Field Trip

September 26, 2024

University of New Haven

https://neacac.memberclicks.net/assets/collegefairs/Fall2023/9-8-23newhaven.pdf
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