
OUR VISION  
At St. Paul Academy and Summit School, our vision is a 
diverse school where all feel a sense of belonging, and our 
commitment to this vision is enduring. We expect every 
member of our community to contribute intentionally to a 
culture in which all can thrive in every aspect of school life. 
We value our individual identities, lived experiences, diverse 
perspectives and shared commonalities, and acknowledge 
that these are essential for a healthy and inclusive community. 
We work to create this community through brave, respectful 
dialogue, and through equitable and inclusive actions and 
policies that respect the dignity and humanity of all. 

OUR CURRICULUM 
Our goal is to foster a sense of belonging for all students. 
We know that academic growth, identity development, and 
identity validation are interlinked to make a student’s learning 
journey possible. Multicultural perspectives are woven 
throughout the K-12 curriculum, preparing SPA students to be 
thoughtful, curious, and engaged citizens of our increasingly 
global and interconnected world.

Lower School Affinity Groups and Intercultural Clubs meet 
twice a month, and all faculty and students participate. These 
groups provide a space for all students to explore, share, and 
build an understanding of their own and others’ identities. 
Intercultural Clubs are open to all students; Affinity Groups 
are formed around one aspect of a student’s identity, such 
as race, religion, or gender, and give participants a sense of 
belonging in order to better learn, grow, and thrive at the 
Lower School. Families select the group that will best serve 
their student.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging
The Middle School program considers DEIB as a central focus 
in building community and moving students from exploration 
and awareness to advocacy and belonging. Positive identity 
development for each student is central to the Advisory 
curriculum and is an academic goal in coursework. Affinity 
groups in 2023-24 include Black and Brown Males, Common 
Ground, Herspace/Ourspace, Mishpacha, and Muslim Student 
Affinity Group. Special interest groups include Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance, Intercultural Club, Neurodiversity, 
and the Antiracism Group. Mixed grade advisories meet 
concurrently with affinity groups and provide opportunities 
for students to reflect on different aspects of identity. The 
curriculum for these mixed-grade advisories is built on the 
Learning for Justice Social Justice Standards, the Courageous 
Conversations protocols framework, and the Developmental 
Designs pedagogy.

The Upper School program reflects students’ growing 
sophistication and interest in complex issues of diversity  
and identity. Courses addressing these issues include Native 
American Studies, South Asian American Studies, Gender In 
the Americas, History of the Refugee Community, and World 
Religions. Student organizations include both affinity and 
student interest groups with a focus on social justice. Upper 
School affinity groups include the Black Student Union, 
Sexuality and Gender Equity, Common Ground, Mishpacha, 
Muslim Student Affinity Group, HerSpace/Ourspace, and 
the Antiracism Group. These groups provide a safe space 
for students to explore and engage in meaningful dialogue 
around race, gender and other aspects of identity. Every 
year, SPA sends students to participate in the Student 
Diversity Leadership Conference, a student conference held 
in conjunction with the National Association of Independent 
Schools’ People of Color Conference.

LOWER SCHOOL: ADVENTURE KIDS 

BEFORE-SCHOOL CARE 
Before-school care is offered each weekday morning 
free of charge to all Lower School students. Every 
morning the Adventure Kids Program (AKP) runs from 
7 a.m. to the start of school; on Wednesdays, when 
classes begin at 8:45 a.m., students may attend  
AKP from 7 to 8:30 a.m. Before-school care is supervised 
by staff members who are committed to providing a 
fun, caring, and safe setting for students.

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM  
The after-school AKP is held each school day from the 
end of classes until 6 p.m. and is staffed by the same 
caring, skilled staff as the before-school care program. 
Less structured than the regular school day, the 
after-school AKP offers a variety of mixed-age group 
activities, snack time, and quiet time for independent 
reading, games, and homework. Outdoor play is 
encouraged for all children throughout the seasons, 
including sledding and ice skating on the school’s 
playground ice rink. There is a fee for the Lower School 
after-school AKP; please inquire about rates.

FULL-DAY ACTIVITY PROGRAM  
On many days when Lower School classes are not 
in session, such as Parent Conference or Faculty 
Professional Days, SPA offers fee-based, full-day care 
open to all Lower School students. The full-day  
program features field trips, outdoor play, craft  
projects, and other activities. The program is not in 
session on holidays or during school vacations.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

BEFORE-SCHOOL CARE 
Middle School students may be dropped off as early 
as 7:30 a.m. Students who arrive between 7:30 and 
7:45 will be directed to Bigelow Commons, and at 7:45 
students may go to their grade-level common areas. 
On Wednesday mornings, a more formal, supervised 
morning program is offered free of charge to all Middle 
School students and is available between 7:30-8:30 a.m. 
in Bigelow Commons.   

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM  
The supervised After-School Program (ASP) for Middle 
School students is held each school day from the  
end of classes until 6 p.m. This supervised program 
provides space for students to complete homework, 
spend time outdoors, have a snack, and participate in 
various games/projects. There is a fee for the Middle 
School ASP; please inquire about rates.

The Middle School also offers after-school and 
co-curricular activities, including interscholastic 
athletic teams, three annual theatrical productions, 
and Robotics/Lego League. Meeting times for these 
activities generally run from 3:15 to 4:30 p.m. Middle 
School students who are enrolled in an afternoon 
extracurricular activity may opt for part-time ASP 
enrollment. When athletics are released early or  
practices are canceled due to weather, students may 
attend the ASP free of charge until 4:45 p.m. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Lower School 
Julie Francis-Daintith 

jfrancis@spa.edu  |  651-696-1567

Middle School  
Asad Masood

amasood@spa.edu  |  651-696-1352

www.spa.edu/admission


