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High School Essentials: A Family Roadmap for Student Success



Agenda
•T-2-4 Success for All
•High School Credits, Transcripts, 
and GPA

•High School Graduation 
Requirements

•High School Course Opportunities
•Four Year Planning Process
•Timeline and Events



SPRING BRANCH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

T-2-4
FOR EVERY CHILD
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The 4-E Experience

T-2-4 
delivered at 

all grade 
levels

HIGH SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL



Aligning Goals, Interests and Outcomes

EXPLORE



SBISD

EXPLORE:  The Middle of the Journey

MIDDLE SCHOOL
EXPLORATION 
through:
▪Naviance Exploration

○ Scavenger Hunt
○ Career Cluster 

Finder
○ Career Key

▪4-Year Plan

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL



SBISD
SPRING BRANCH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

EXPLORE: Aligning Outcomes

▪ Personal Interests

▪ Career Interests    

▪ Personal Performance

▪ Current Coursework

▪ Future Course Options

▪ Academic Aspirations                            



EXPLORE:  The 4-Year Plan

The 4-Year Plan is the culmination of all exploration that occurs in middle school. 
It combines the information from 4 activities :

• Career Key  
• Career Cluster Finder
• Endorsement Selection
• Guthrie Visits
• Course Selection

Based on the knowledge gained during their middle school years, the student 
selects a Program of Study that aligns with a potential sequence of courses that 
once completed, increases the preparation towards a postsecondary credential.



EXPLORE:  4-Year Planning

• Aligning Naviance Assessment Results and Personal Interests

• Identify Your Career Interests

• Select a Program of Study

• Select an Endorsement

• Develop Your Academic Plan
Advanced Academics Options Planning for Course Selection Process

Advanced Academics Course CTE Programs of Study

Dual Credit Elective Course options

Dual Enrollment- OnRamps Guthrie Center Visits

Save the date- Parent U: 4 Year Planning and Advanced Academics (8th grade)- October 29



Providing a variety of academic and career 
experiences for all students

EXPERIENCE
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EXPERIENCE:  Postsecondary Preparation

T-2-4 delivered at 
all grade levels

HIGH SCHOOL

EXPERIENCE through:
• Naviance Exploration

○ Scavenger Hunt
○ Strengths Explorer
○ Career Interest Profiler

• Postsecondary 
Planning Conference

• Enrollment and 
Admissions Planning

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
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❑ ASVAB Testing

❑ PSAT

❑ TSI Testing

❑ SAT/ACT

❑ Post-secondary Plan Development

  EXPERIENCE:  College-Career Opportunities 

❑ CTE

❑ AAC/AP

❑ Dual Credit

❑ Dual Enrollment (OnRamps)

❑ High Interest Electives

Engaging & Rigorous Coursework Post-secondary Planning
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Credits and 
Transcripts

Grade Point 
Average

T24 

Preparing for the Future



Do you know these terms?
•Credit
•Transcript
•Grade Point Average

17



Credit

Unit that measures the number of courses a student 
has taken.  Typically, one credit equals one year of a 
course.  Students need a minimum of 22 credits to 

graduate from high school.



Middle School: Grades in core 
content classes determines 
promotion to the next grade.



Transcript

A student’s official record of courses taken and credits 
earned.



Middle school students do not 
have a transcript. Their official 
grade record is their report card.



GPA
Grade Point Average.  A student’s grade point average is 

based on the grades earned throughout high school 
beginning with the first semester of freshman year.  The GPA is 

an indication of how well a student has performed in high 
school credit courses.



Middle Schools do not compute a 
cumulative grade average. 



Credits & GPA
• High School Credit is awarded any time a 

student successfully completes a high 
school level class. 

• Credits can be earned in a variety of 
settings including: middle school, regular 
high school, summer school, night 
school, CBE, virtual school.

• Original credit courses are calculated 
into GPA only when taken during the 
regular school day at the high school.

• Credits earned in a “retake” class are 
included in GPA calculations.
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T-2-4 and HS 
Planning

Graduation 
Requirements

T24 

Preparing for the Future



English
4 creditsFOUNDATION 

HIGH SCHOOL 
PLAN

22 CREDITS

Math
3 credits

Science
3 Credits

Social Studies
3 credits



Language other than English
2 creditsFOUNDATION 

HIGH SCHOOL 
PLAN

22 CREDITS

Fine Art
1 credit

Physical Education
1 credit

Electives
5 credits



Arts and HumanitiesENDORSEMENTS
ADDITIONAL 4 CREDITS Business and Industry

Public Service

Multidisciplinary Studies

Science-Technology-Engineering

-Math (STEM)



1 additional Math credit
Must be Algebra II for STEM 
Endorsement

ENDORSEMENT 
COURSEWORK
4 ADDITIONAL CREDITS FOR A 
TOTAL OF 26 CREDITS

1 additional Science credit

2 electives in the 

endorsement area



ARTS AND 
HUMANITIES
PROGRAMS OF STUDY

Visual Art

Music (band, orchestra, choir)

Theatre

Dance

Languages other than English

Social Studies



BUSINESS AND 
INDUSTRY

PROGRAMS OF STUDY

Agriculture

Architecture

Arts, A/V Technology, and 

Communications

Business, Marketing, and 

Finance

Hospitality and Tourism

Information Technology

Manufacturing

Journalism

Debate



PUBLIC SERVICE

PROGRAMS OF STUDY
Education and Training

Health Science

Junior Reserve Officer’s Training 

Corps (JROTC)

Law and Public Service

Cosmetology



STEM
PROGRAMS OF STUDY

Math

Science

Computer Science

Engineering



MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
STUDIES
PROGRAMS OF STUDY

4X4

Advanced Coursework- 

AP/IB/Dual Credit



Distinguished Level of 
Achievement

● Must successfully 
complete Algebra II

● Must graduate with 
an Endorsement

● In order to be 
considered as part of 
the “Top 10% of the 
Class,” students must 
meet the 
Distinguished Level 
of Achievement



End
of Course 

Exams (EOCs)

Spring Branch Independent School District 
ACADEMICS



End of Course Exams
● Algebra I

● English I 

● English II

● U.S. History 

● Biology



Additional Graduation 
Requirements

● Speech requirement (built 
into core academic courses 
throughout high school)

● CPR Instruction (built into 
health fitness, athletics, and 
band classes)

● Police Interaction 
Instruction (built into 
government classes)

● FAFSA/TASFA Completion- 
senior year and includes an 
opt-out
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Advanced 
Course 

Opportunities

Career and 
Technology 
Education
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Advanced Academics

Advanced Placement Dual Credit

International Baccalaureate Dual Enrollment

College Board Courses Offered through Houston 

Community College

Available at WAIS OnRamps through the University of 

Texas

Save the Date: Parent U- Earning College Credit in High 

School

Wednesday, February 5, 2025



What is CTE?



 

o CTE is an option for all students.

o CTE is aligned with the district’s T-2-4 plan.

o CTE programs are innovative, forward-thinking, 
and evolve to meet the future needs of business 
and industry.

Career and Technical Education is the bridge that 
connects students’ academic and technical education to 

the world of work. 



SPRING BRANCH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

EXPERIENCE: CTE
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Naviance

Important 
Events and 

Dates
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Next Steps



Naviance

Students
•Career Cluster Finder Survey- 7th and 8th 
grade
•Strengths Explorer- 9th grade
•Career Planning
•College Planning
•Scholarships (available in high school)

Parents
•Parent Accounts

• See results of career surveys
• College Planning information



Career Cluster 
Finder

• Interest Inventory that 
identifies a student’s career 
interest

• Gives students the 
opportunity to dive deeper 
into interests and learn about 
career opportunities

• Helps students make 
connections between their 
career interests and their high 
school coursework





Sample Strengths Explorer Results:



Ensuring Every Student has a 
Clear Post-Secondary Plan 

EXECUTE



  EXECUTE:  Student Tasks

❑ College Applications

❑ FAFSA Completion Requirements

❑ Campus College Visits (HARN)

❑ Scholarship Searches

❑ Post-graduate Planning 

❑ Military Recruiter Visits



Experience

Execute

The 4E   

Expose
Explore

Experience



The SBISD 
GRADUATE

STRONG T-2-4 CORE 
CHARACTERISTICS

STRONG 
POSTSECONDARY 

PLANNING

STRONG ACADEMIC
FOUNDATION

IN PURSUIT OF:



Student success begins with great 
preparation, solidifies with a great 
plan, and culminates with a great 

opportunity.

We strive to achieve T-2-4 for Every Child



Spring Branch Independent School District 
ACADEMICS

Fall Events
• 8th Grade Visit to Guthrie Center- Week of September 23

• Guthrie Center Open House- October 1

• 8th Grade Four Year Plan Work begins in late September

• High School College Night- October 8 at SWHS

• Destination Success Career Exploration Event- October 19 at MHS

• 8th Grade Parent U: Four Year Planning & Advanced Academics- 
October 29



Next Steps: Fall
• Set up Naviance parent 

account

• Talk to your 8th grade students 
about their Career Cluster 
Finder Results and Four Year 
Planning Process

• Attend the Guthrie Center 
Open House and Destination 
Success



Questions?

Beverly Martin
Beverly.martin2@springbranchisd.com 

mailto:Beverly.martin2@springbranchisd.com

