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ÅBe social with GSFC
ÅLike/Follow us and find tips, 

resources, event information and 
much more about planning, 
preparing and paying for college

ÅCreate a GAfutures account
ÅStudents can check their HOPE 

GPA and find out more 
information on eligibility for the 
HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship



Federal and State Aid



ÅDefine Financial Aid

ÅTypes of aid

ÅFederal Programs

ÅDŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ !ƛŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ

ÅApplication Process - FAFSA

ÅFinancial Aid Package
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ÅHelps pay for educational expenses
ÅDirect and Indirect Costs

ÅCosts of Attendance (COA)
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ÅDirect Costs
ÅTuition and fees
ÅOn-campus housing
ÅMeal plan
ÅParking permits

ÅIndirect Costs
ÅBooks
ÅRent for off-campus housing
ÅSchool supplies
ÅGroceries 
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ÅTuition and fees payable to the institution

ÅBooks and supplies

ÅRoom + board and meal plans

ÅPersonal costs

ÅTransportation to and from the institution
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ÅFinancial aid comes in different forms:
ÅScholarships

ÅGrants

ÅLoans

ÅWork-study programs

ÅFrom a number of different sources:
ÅFederal and state government

ÅColleges and universities

ÅPrivate foundations

ÅProfessional and service organizations

ÅEmployers and private companies
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ÅMerit-based (HOPE Scholarship)

ÅNeed-based (Pell Grant)

ÅNon-need based (HOPE Grant)

ÅStudent or parent loans

ÅEmployment opportunities (Federal Work Study)

ÅMilitary aid and grants (Georgia National Guard Service 
Cancelable Loan; UNG ROTC Grant)

ÅSavings plan (Path2College 529; traditional savings)
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Scholarship Search Tips
ÅStart search early

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ƻƴŜΣ ǘǿƻΣ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ

ÅBe creative
ÅConsider family, hobbies, career 

interests, medical history, or college 
major 

ÅLook for scholarships even after 
beginning college

ÅDO NOT PAY ANYONE TO HELP 
FIND OR APPLY FOR 
SCHOLARSHIPS!
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ÅBe a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen

ÅBe a high school graduate or GED recipient

ÅBe enrolled in an eligible degree/certificate program

ÅHave a valid Social Security number

ÅMaintain Satisfactory Academic Progress
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ÅPell Grant
ÅUndergraduate student with financial need

ÅMaximum amount for 2021-2022 is $6,895

ÅFederal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant 
(FSEOG)
ÅUndergraduate student with exceptional financial need

ÅPell Grant recipients receive priority

ÅUp to $4,000
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ÅTEACH Grant
ÅUndergraduate, post-baccalaureate, or graduate student

ÅEnrolled in coursework to begin a career in teaching

ÅMust agree to serve as a full-time teacher in a high-need 
field in a public or private elementary or secondary school 
that serves low-income students

ÅUp to $4,000; becomes a loan if you do not teach as 
required
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ÅFederal Work Study Program
ÅFull-time or part-time undergraduate or graduate student

ÅEarn at least minimum wage

ÅOn-campus positions 
ÅCampus tour guide

ÅLibrary

ÅSporting events

ÅOffice assistant
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ÅDirect Subsidized Loan

ÅDirect Unsubsidized Loan

ÅFederal PLUS Loan ςfor parents of dependent 
undergraduate students

ÅGrad PLUS Loan ςfor graduate and professional 
students
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ÅDirect Subsidized Loan
ÅAvailable to undergraduate students with financial need

ÅInterest is paid by the government while enrolled (at least 
half time)

ÅAmount determined by institution and based on COA, 
financial need, other aid and loan limits

ÅCurrent interest rate 4.99% (undergraduate)
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ÅDirect Unsubsidized Loan
ÅAvailable to undergraduate/graduate students

ÅInstitution determines the amount based on COA, other 
financial aid awarded, and loan limits

ÅStudent responsible for paying the interest 
ÅCan choose to defer interest while enrolled at least half time, but 

interest will be added to the principal amount of loan

ÅCurrent interest rate 4.99% (undergraduate)

ÅCurrent interest rate 5.64% (graduate/professional)
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ÅParent PLUS loan for a parent of dependent
ÅOnly one parent will be the borrower

ÅCan have more than one loan for additional dependent 
student

ÅGrad PLUS loan for graduate or professional student

ÅApproval based on credit history

ÅMaximum amount is COA minus any other financial 
aid awarded

ÅCurrent interest rate is 7.54%

20



21

Initial Loan Amount for Dependent 
Students whose Parents are Eligible for a 

PLUS Loan Base
Additional 

Unsubsidized
Annual Maximum 

Amount

Freshmen $3,500 $2,000 $5,500 

Sophomore $4,500 $2,000 $6,500 

Junior/Senior $5,500 $2,000 $7,500 

Independent Students and Dependent 
Students whose Parents were Denied a 

PLUS Loan Base
Additional 

Unsubsidized
Annual Maximum 

Amount

Freshmen $3,500 $6,000 $9,500 

Sophomore $4,500 $6,000 $10,500 

Junior/Senior $5,500 $7,000 $12,500 

2021-2022 Academic Year
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HOPE 
Scholarship

Zell Miller 
Scholarship

HOPE

Grant

HOPE 
Career 
Grant

Zell Miller 
Grant
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ÅGeneral Eligibility Requirements
ÅBe a legal resident of Georgia

ÅBe registered with the Selective Service, if required

ÅBe in compliance with the Georgia Drug-Free Postsecondary 
Education Act of 1990

ÅMeet U.S. citizenship or eligible non-citizen requirements

ÅBe in good standing on all student loans and other financial 
aid programs

ÅAttend an eligible postsecondary 
institution 

ÅMust be working toward the first 
undergraduate program
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HOPE Program

HOPE
Grant

HOPE Career Grant

Zell Miller
Grant

HOPE
Scholarship

Zell Miller
Scholarship



Å{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ƻǊ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 
degree 

ÅGraduate with a 3.0 high school HOPE GPA 
ÅAfter high school graduation, may also be earned in college

Å4 academically rigorous course credits
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ÅCourses must be on Academic Rigor 
Course List. This includes:
ÅAdvanced Placement (AP)

ÅInternational Baccalaureate (IB)

ÅDual Enrollment in degree level core subjects

ÅAdvanced math

ÅAdvanced science

ÅForeign language II or higher
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ÅONLY calculated by GSFC

ÅOnly core courses from 9th through 12th grade

ÅTranscripts are uploaded by the high school

Å4 academically rigorous course credits

ÅLog into GAfutures.org account to access HOPE GPA
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ÅStudents must maintain 3.0 college HOPE GPA at all 
checkpoints including:
ÅEnd of every Spring semester/quarter

Å30/45 attempted semester/quarter hours

Å60/90 attempted semester/quarter hours

Å90/135 attempted semester/quarter hours

ÅThree-Term Checkpoint, if enrolled 
less than full-time for first three 
semesters/quarters
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College students receiving 
HOPE/Zell Miller funds



ÅONLYcalculated by GSFC

ÅCalculated every semester/quarter

ÅSTEM courses are weighted .5 for all grades except an 
A and F

ÅHigh school Dual Enrollment courses are not included
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HOPE Program

HOPE
Grant

HOPE Career Grant

Zell Miller
Grant

HOPE
Scholarship

Zell Miller
Scholarship
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Rigor Requirements and one of the following:
Designated valedictorian or 
salutatorian

AND

ÅMeet minimum HOPEeligibility 
requirements 

ÅMinimum 3.7 high school HOPE GPA, as 
calculated by GSFC, in core curriculum 
courses

AND

Å1200 SAT totaltest score  

OR

Å26 ACT composite score



ÅStudents must maintain 3.3 college HOPE GPA at 
following checkpoints:
ÅEnd of every Spring semester/quarter

Å30/45 attempted semester/quarter hours

Å60/90 attempted semester/quarter hours

Å90/135 attempted semester/quarter hours

ÅThree-Term Checkpoint, if enrolled less than full-time for 
first three semesters/quarters
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ÅStudents lose eligibility due to one of the following:
ÅGPA requirement not met (3.0 for HOPE; 3.3 for Zell Miller)

ÅReaching maximum attempted hours

Å127 semester

Å190 quarter

ÅFailing to use funds within ten years of high school graduation or 
equivalent

ÅException for active duty military service in United States Armed 
Forces

ÅwŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ƻǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ
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HOPE Program

HOPE
Grant

HOPE Career Grant

Zell Miller
Grant

HOPE
Scholarship

Zell Miller
Scholarship



ÅEligibility Requirements:

ÅEnrolled in certificate or diploma program

ÅHigh school diploma/GED not required

ÅHigh school GPA and/or test scores not considered
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ÅStudents must maintain a 2.0 college cumulative GPA 
at the following checkpoints:
Å30 HOPE Grant paid semester hours

Å60 HOPE Grant paid semester credit hours

ÅMaximum 63 paid semester hours
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ÅEligibility Requirements:
ÅMinimum 3.5 college cumulative GPA

ÅCheckpoints occur at the end of every term of enrollment

ÅMust be a HOPE Grant recipient initially 

ÅMay be paid retroactively for first term

ÅMaximum 63 combined paid hours Zell Miller and HOPE 
Grants
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ÅHOPE Grant and Zell Miller Grant recipients eligible for 
HOPE Career Grant
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Å Movie Production and Set Design
Å Computer Programming
Å Computer Technology
Å Practical Nursing
Å Early Childhood Care and Education
ÅWelding and Joining Technology
Å Precision Manufacturing
Å Certified Engineer Technician
Å Commercial Truck Driving
Å Health Sciences

Å Diesel Equipment Technology
Å Industrial Maintenance Technology
Å Automotive
Å Aviation
Å Construction
Å Electrical Line Worker
Å Logistics
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HOPE Scholarship ZellMiller Scholarship

Public Institutions portion of tuition full standard tuition

Private Institutions
Full-time

$2,282 per semester (fall, 
spring, summer)

$1,436 per quarter
(fall, winter, spring, summer)

$2,977 per semester (fall, 
spring, summer)

$1,914 per quarter
(fall, winter, spring, summer)

HOPE Grant ZellMiller Grant

Public Institutions portion of tuition full standard tuition
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Enrolled Semester Hours Award Amounts

1-2 hours $125

3-8 hours $250

9+ hours $500

9+ hours $1,000 award per truck driving 
program





ÅAvailable at HOPE-eligible post secondary institutions 
in Georgia 

ÅFixed interest rate 1% for life of loan, including 
repayment
ÅIn event of default, interest rate reverts irrevocably to 5%

ÅMonthly Keep In Touch (KIT) payment
ÅMonthly minimum KIT payments of $10 while enrolled at 

least half time (6 hours or more) and in grace period
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ÅApplication Process 
ÅCurrent HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship recipients in 

random selection based on available funds

ÅFollowed by random selection of remaining applicants 
based on available funds

ÅLoan Amounts 
Å$500 minimum; $8,000 maximum; $36,000 aggregate limit

Å$4,000 maximum per term 

ÅEligible Programs
ÅCertificate, diploma and degree at eligible postsecondary 

institution
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ÅOther Requirements
ÅMust meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) and 

residency requirements
ÅMay not decline other state and federal aid or VA 

educational benefits 
ÅMay decline federal and institutional work-study
ÅMay decline Parent Plus loan 
ÅMust not be in default on federal loan or previous SAL
ÅMust not be delinquent on previous SAL

ÅService Cancellation Options
ÅSTEM teachers
ÅPublic service
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ÅApplication Process
ÅCurrent HOPE and Zell Miller Scholars and recipients

ÅFollowed by prior year SAL recipients, in good standing

ÅRemaining applicants selected on first-come, first-served 
basis based on available funds

ÅLoan Amounts 
Å$300 minimum; $3,000 maximum; $12,000 aggregate limit

Å$1,500 maximum per term

ÅEligible Programs
ÅCertificate, diploma and degree at eligible postsecondary 

institution
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ÅOther Requirements
ÅMust meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) and 

residency requirements
ÅMay not decline federal or state scholarships, grants or VA 

educational benefits
ÅMay decline federal loans or federal or institutional work-

study
ÅMust not be in default on federal loan or previous SAL
ÅMust not be delinquent on previous SAL

ÅLoan Discharge Option 
ÅGraduate from program of study for which SAL at TCSG was 

received with cumulative postsecondary GPA of 3.5 or 
higher
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ÅApplication cycle announced annually early summer

ÅApplication cycle will be open while funds are 
available

ÅInstitutions will be notified and
certify the selections

ÅInstitutions will notify students

ÅInstitutions do have the authority to implement 
institutional policies to decline eligibility of student for 
SAL, or reduce requested loan amount 
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ÅGeorgia National Guard Service Cancelable Loan
ÅProvides tuition assistance to eligible members of the 

Georgia National Guard for undergraduate and graduate 
programs; member agrees to service repayment 

ÅPublic Safety Memorial Grant
ÅProvides assistance to the dependent children of Georgia 

public safety officers who were permanently disabled or 
killed in the line of duty

ÅTuition Equalization Grant (TEG)
ÅProvides grant assistance toward educational costs to 

Georgia residents enrolled full-time at an eligible private 
college or university
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ÅGeorgia Military College State Service Scholarship

ÅHERO Scholarship

ÅREACH Scholarship (scholars selected during middle 
school)

ÅUniversity of North Georgia Military Scholarship

ÅUniversity of North Georgia ROTC Grant

ÅUniversity of North Georgia ROTC Grant for Future 
Officers

53



54



55



56



57



ÅFirst step in financial aid search

ÅApplication is free

ÅFAFSA for upcoming aid year opens October 1

ÅBegin by creating FSA ID
ÅUse to sign your FAFSA
ÅIf dependent student, parent will also need an FSA ID

ÅFind a FAFSA Completion event for help
ÅCheck with school counselor for financial aid 

nights or FAFSA workshops
ÅVisit Gafutures.org for events nearby

ÅDo not pay anyone to complete FAFSA 
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www.studentaid.gov website
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FAFSA
2022-2023

Fall 2022

Spring 2023

FAFSA
2023 - 2024

Fall 2023

Spring 2024

Summer 2023 Summer 2024

Available
October 1, 2022

Available 
October 1, 2023

Use 2020 tax returns Use 2021 tax returns

If attending: If attending:



ÅSocial Security number (Alien Registration Number, if not a U.S. citizen)

ÅFederal income tax returns, W-2s and other records of 
money earned

ÅBank statements and investment                                
records (if applicable)

ÅRecords of untaxed income (if applicable)

ÅAn FSA ID to sign electronically
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ÅGo to studentaid.gov and click the link to create an 
FSA ID

ÅCreate a username and password, and enter email

ÅEnter demographic information and select challenge 
questions and answers

ÅReview information and read and accept the terms 
and conditions

ÅConfirm cell number and email address by using the 
secure code 

ÅFor additional help, visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid
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ÅCreate your own FSA ID

ÅNever share FSA ID

ÅKeep and remember FSA ID

ÅUse FSA ID each year to fill out FAFSA and for lifetime 
of any loans

ÅParents may need to create FSA ID as well

ÅEmail address can be associated with only one FSA ID
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ÅStudent Aid Index (SAI)
ÅBased on financial 

information and other 
information provided in 
the FAFSA

ÅDetermines how much 
financial aid for which a 
student may qualify 
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ÅProcessed within 3-5 days

ÅReview the Student Aid Report (SAR)

ÅAdditional documentation may be requested
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Examples of Special Circumstances:

ωChange in employment status
ωMedical expenses not covered by insurance
ωChange in parent marital status
ωUnusual dependent care expenses
ωStudent cannot obtain parent information
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ÅTo receive a Financial Aid Package, a student must:
ÅList the institution on the FAFSA 

ÅComplete verification process, if selected

ÅApply for admission

ÅAnd at some institutions, be accepted

ÅEach institution is different. For more information, 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƛŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ
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ÅFinancial aid awards will all have basically the same 
information included:

ÅHow much it will cost to attend the institution for the year

ÅThe amount of financial aid the institution is providing

ÅThe amount family is expected to contribute

ÅAny additional need to be funded through other sources
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1. Scholarships and Grants
ÅUnderstand all the conditions 
ÅMake sure it is truly free

2.  Work Study 
Å5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ōŀŎƪ
ÅMoney is paid through a paycheck based on hours worked
ÅConsider class schedule and study time

3.  Federal Student Loans
ÅMust be paid back with interest
ÅConsider a subsidized loan first ςƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŎŎǊǳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǊŜǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ

4.  State Government or College Loans
ÅMust be paid back with interest
ÅUnderstand all the conditions

5.  Private Loans
ÅMust be paid back with interest
ÅUsually higher interest and less favorable terms
ÅUnderstand all the conditions
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ÅGAfutures.org

ÅGSFC.org

ÅStudentAid.gov
ÅPrepare for College

ÅComplete FAFSA

ÅTypes of Aid

ÅWho Gets Aid

ÅApply for Aid

ÅRepay Your Loans
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ÅCreate account at GAfutures.org

ÅCheck your HOPE GPA to see if you are on track to be 
eligible for the HOPE or Zell Miller Scholarship

ÅSeniors: Complete the FAFSA beginning October 1
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ÅVisit GAfutures.org
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