POTTSVILLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board of Directors Present: Mr. Ansbach, Mrs. Buchanarn,
Committee of the Whole Meeting Mr. Ciavarella, Mrs. Dewitt, Mrs, Hobbs,
January 10, 2024 Mr. Shields, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Urban,
Planetarium — High School Ms. Wytovich, Dr. Yoder, Superintendent;
6:02PM Mrs. Lombel, Asst. Business Manager/Board
Secretary
Absent: Mrs, Stair, Business Manager

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM by President Linda Wytovich .

Roll Call -9 members present. Mrs. Stair, Business Manager was absent.

Ms. Wytovich - Board Statement

* Areminder to the public that the public comment period is not a question and
answer period, but rather the opportunity for the public to submit comments to
the Board. Public comments will follow our public comment procedures, which
require members of the public to identify themselves by indicating name and
address. If members of the public wish to make public comments, then they must
do so in person.

There were no public comments.

Mr. Adrian Portland, Head of the Science Department at Pottsville Area School District
presented an excellent view of the planet Earth, Jupiter and Saturn on the new
Planetarium Equipment upgrade. The upgrade was due to a Federal Grant (Elementary
and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund under the American Rescue Plan);
Capital Reserve funds were also used. Mr. Portland showed the members and audience
a real time view of the night sky and all the constellations. It was an amazing
presentation. Mr. Portland also explained that it's immersive and can fly the students to
the moon and planets which in turn enhances the learning experience. There are over
200 students enrolled in the astronomy courses. In the future, Mr. Portland would like
to have presentations for the community and other groups,

The Board thanked Mr. Portland for his presentation.

Ms. Wytovich read the following staternent:



Thank you Mr. Portland for your excellent presentation showcasing the capabilities of
our new Planetarium system and dome, which was established in 1966 through Federal
Title I funding. We are excited to now possess the largest and most modern School
District Planetarium in Pennsylvania with a library of expanded options for STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) topics. Pottsville Area High School
continues to be one of only four (4) schools in Pennsylvania with both a planetarium
and an observatory, which is where our telescope is housed.

The Board appreciates Mr. Portland for teaching Astronomy and serving as Lead
Science Teacher. We appreciate his dedication and research with Spitz Inc. as well
as PAHS Principal Mrs. Hummel for her commitment and planning around this
construction to support Astronomy and science programming. Furthermore, we are
grateful to numerous administrators and staff for (1) identifying the Planetarium for
ESSER II funds before it became completely inoperable and (2) the perseverance to
ensure the plan was properly executed:
« Federal Programs Coordinator Mrs. Larish for her initiative, oversight, and
reporting for ESSER funding and all federal funds
* Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds Mr. Ditzler for balancing his typical
responsibilities with this construction and numerous other facilities projects on
campus at any given time this past summer and fall
* Business Manager Mrs. Stair for creating the Request for Proposal and ensuring
we are in compliance with regulations and timelines
* Director of Curriculum Dr. Gerace for organizing professional development for
our Science educators to provide our students an edge in college and career
« Head Custodian Mr. Ross for the work of his staff before, during, and after the
Planetarium was assembled
» Superintendent Dr. Yoder for spearheading this team of professionals with her
leadership and having the foresight to preserve history and pr1or1t12e immersive
learning experiences that are second to none

Recommendations by the Superintendent for approval at the January 17, 2024, Board
Meeting.

1. Pre-Approval of Credits

Paula Heffner - 3 Credits
Brent Hinkle - 6 Credits
Elizabeth Grow - 6 Credits
Rachelle Price - 3 Credits
Michael Roberts - 7 Credits
Anya Wood - 3 Credits
—_Leah Zerbe - 6 Credits



2. Credit Reimbursements
{

Emily Earlley - $1,548.00
Elizabeth Grow - $3,036.00
Brent Hinkle - $3,888.00
Tiffany Hummel - $3,495.00
Kaitlin Leffler ~ $3,612.00
Rachelle Price - $1662.00
Michala Zembas - $3,051.00
Leah Zerbe - $6471.00

Recommendations by the Facilities and Grounds Committee for approval at the
January 17, 2024 Board Meeting:

1. Leaks in the Art Room and Little Theatre at the High School - Roof’s are under
warranty. There is still an identified issue with the leak in the art room. Bo Ditzler and
his staff are working on this issue.

2. Ameresco — The ARP Esser Grant and Budegetary Reserve will finance this HVAC ,
Project. The elementary center and academic center will be completed in the first year
and the high school and middle school with be completed in the second year.

Recommendations by the Transportation Committee for approval at the January 17,
2024 Board Meeting:

1. Buses ~ Selling 15 buses, keeping 3 buses and scrapping 3 buses.
2. Permission to advertise to sell 2005 72 passenger bus with 100,000 plus miles for

$5,000 or best offer,

Recommendations by the Finance Committee for approval at the January 17, 2024
Board Meeting

1. Comparison reports - Expense and Revenue
2. Summary Report — There were no questions on the Summary Report
3. Treasurer's Report

4. Approval to purchase Time Clock Plus - First Year total cost $31,238.64



» Enterprise License Annual Charge - $12,187.50

» Hardware Support & Maintenance - $1,403.46

* One time costs for Set up, Implementation services, prepaid hours and hardware
- $17,647.68

5. Approval for CSIU Migrant Education Program School District Partnership
Agreement

Recommendation by the Technology Committee for approval at the January 17, 2024
Board Meeting:

1. Approval to purchase the Monsido product tool to assist with website compliance,
accessibility, content quality, SEO and other monitoring areas.

» 50% discount first year - $2,262.00

« Annual recurring estimate - $4,524.00

+ Smoother transition to new website.

2. Permission to advertise for Districtwide Security Camera upgrade.

Recommendation by the Curriculum Committee for approval at the November 15,
2023 Board Meeting:

1. According to the United States Department of Health and Human Services website,
the federal Public Health Emergency (PHE) for COVID-19, declared under Section 319
of the Public Health Service (PHS) Act, expired at the end of the day on May 11, 2023,
However, The American Rescue Plan (ARP)} Act requires LEA’s to review their Health
and Safety Plans at least every six months during the period of the LEA’s ARP ESSER
grant. Since no significant changes have occurred pertaining to Covid-19, our
recommendation is to affirm the current plan.

2. Approval to participate in a pilot program with Playbl, a Behavioral Health program
for Middle and High School students. Playbl is the result of research by Dartmouth
Geisel School of Medicine and Yale School of Medicine funded through the National
Institutes of Health Office of Disease Prevention in conjunction with partners including
CVS Health, Schell Games, and Play2Prevent. The pilot will commence on January 18,
2024 and end on June 30, 2027. Total cost of $10,000 will be funded through grant
funding and/or budgetary reserve.

Middle School administration will send a letter to parents; this is if the parents do not
want their child to participate in the program.

3. Approval to purchase to StoryMaker, an animation program through Wonder
Media. The program will be utilized at DHHL Middle School. Maximum cost of
$30,000 will be funded through grant funding and/or budgetary reserve.



An Executive Session was held from 6:47 pm to 8:12 pm to discuss personnel matters.

There being no further new business, the meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm.
Motion by Mrs. Dewitt, seconded by Mrs. Buchanan. Motion carried.

Patr1c1aA Lombel (Date
Board Secretary




What is the Community Eligibility
Provision (CEP)?

The Community Eligibility Provision

Allows schools and local educational
agencies (LEAs)

with high poverty rates
to provide free breakfast and lunch
to all students.




USDA _uooa._m:m_zﬁnmom._mm.__,_snm Claimi ng Percentages —

=

S s oo oo Refresh on definitions

Identified Students are students who are approved for free meals and.are not
subject to verification through Direct nmn_:nmso:

Identified Students + Enrolled Students x 100 = Em:d:mo_ Student wmﬁnmsﬁmmm (ISP).

The ISP is multiplied by a factor {currently 1.6) mmﬂ_o< the c::m_a_,__mdm_ﬁmm__um,omﬁBm:ﬁ

of Agriculture (USDA) to establish the percentage of meals to be reimbursed at the
free rate.

The multiplication factor compensates for the reduced price eligibility category and

mﬁcam:ﬁmé:oéoc_a:mévmm: m__m__u_m dno_, ?mm Smm_m ,nr_,ocmr ﬁrmro&mro_a
application process. o

The remainder of mﬁcam:ﬁm are n_m_Bma in the _om_o_z nmﬁmmoé
There is no reduced price m__m__u___g nmﬁmmo_& in CEP |



Calculating an estimate for PASD CEP
reimbursement for the 2023-2024 school year.

* 1373 (Identified Direct Certified students as of
~ April 2023) divided by 2434 (Total enroliment as
of April 2023) x 100 = 56.41 % X 1.6 (ISP)

* 90.2% reimbursed at the Free Federal
Reimbursement Rate

* 9.8% reimbursed at the Paid Federal
Reimbursement Rate.

* Meal costs in excess of the total Free and Paid
Federal Reimbursement Rate must be covered
by non-federal sources.




- Comparison




Free and Reduced Data

g

**Estimated 2% increase



Schuylkill County Data

*Not all districts provided information



Next Steps

———— The Community Eligibitity Provision ——

*  Mrs. Stair will build estimates into
the budget for 2024-2025.

* If there is a recommendation to
approve applying for CEP, it will occur
in June, 2024 after the Board
approves the final budget in May,
2024.

*  Mrs. Schu will contact the _u,om for
process information, so she is ready
to submit if recommended.







