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Grafton High School

Counseling Department

Mrs. Jennifer Ericsson, Counseling Director (A-B)
jericsson@ycsd.york.va.us or 757-898-0551

Mr. Scott Markland, Counselor (C-Ho)
smarkland@ycsd.york.va.us or 757-898-0552

Mrs. Andrea Ross, Counselor (Hu-Pl)
aross@ycsd.york.va.us or 757-898-0553

Mrs. Erin Fitzpatrick, Counselor (Po-2)
efitzpatrick@ycsd.york.va.us or 757-898-0554

Mrs. Debi Johnson, Counseling Secretary
djohnson3@ycsd.york.va.us or 757-898-0550

CLIPPER CLASS OF 2025

In this Newsletter:

Senior Year Meetings
VA Opportunities Guide
SAT & ACT
Scholarships & FAFSA
Schoolinks

College Applications
Community Service
Military/ASVAB
Community College

...and more!




Preparing for Colleg(_a

Click
Guide and Workbook:
SChedUIe your Opportunities 2024-

Senior Meeting 2025

STUDENTS: Sign in through your 365 account to book a
meeting with your counselor!

PARENTS: School Counselors will begin meeting with FA FSA

seniors the week of September 16, 2024 to discuss credits © 0066666606066 606 o6
needed to graduate, post high school goals and plans, FAFSA.GOV Students should
including but not limited to the college application research scholarships
process! If you’d like to be included in the meeting (in and grants from the schools they are

interested in, by utilizing the specific
institution's financial aid department

Senior ACtiVity & _and website! All universities have
. .I | different requirements for
Information Sheet

person/Teams) please contact your school counselor.

their financial aid and
students must pay
attention to the
deadlines and
applications of

When requesting a letter of recommendation from a teacher,
counselor or employer, please give them at least 1 month notice

verbally and in writing (email them after they agreed in person), the specific
followed by a 2-week reminder of your deadline. More time is schools to
always appreciated, especially in October and November for which they

early applications! You should provide there recommender with o . are applying!
a resume and/or a "Senior Activity & Information Sheet"(GHS Click on the fink above to be taken to the

] i y ] i Free Application for Federal Student Aid
Counselors require this to be completed, in detail, before they  «ayAILABLE AFTER DECEMBER 1. 20241*

can write you a letter of rec.

common CLICK TO SIGN UP FOR

app 3
Using Common App and Schoolinks COLLEGE ADMISSION
Click HERE to navigate the Common App through VISITS

Schoolinks TQ GHS

Click HERE to learn how to request teacher
recommendations through CommonApp

ofT & ACT ——

Grafton does not send SAT and ACT scores to colleges! How to Write a
Student will send their scores directly from: c"-ouege Essay:

www.collegeboard.org TheUltimate Step-by-Step Guide
www.actstudent.org .



https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-write-a-college-essay
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/GraftonHighSchoolCounselingOffice@ycsd.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/GraftonHighSchoolCounselingOffice@ycsd.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://ghs.yorkcountyschools.org/fs/resource-manager/view/f305c5e7-2d29-4f03-b378-939273a0c3d6
https://ghs.yorkcountyschools.org/fs/resource-manager/view/f305c5e7-2d29-4f03-b378-939273a0c3d6
https://ghs.yorkcountyschools.org/fs/resource-manager/view/f305c5e7-2d29-4f03-b378-939273a0c3d6
https://support.schoolinks.com/en/articles/4513198-student-overview-of-using-the-common-app-in-schoolinks
https://support.schoolinks.com/en/articles/4513208-student-requesting-common-app-teacher-evaluations-letters-of-recommendation
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
https://www.ecmc.org/media/v5ic3gug/2024-2025-va-opps-book.pdf
https://www.ecmc.org/media/v5ic3gug/2024-2025-va-opps-book.pdf
https://www.ecmc.org/media/v5ic3gug/2024-2025-va-opps-book.pdf
https://www.ecmc.org/media/v5ic3gug/2024-2025-va-opps-book.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HJyXFLmu0W1DuY7GLLX8diJUNEdPQkZNUTgwMjZIQllRVlZKMkY0WkRKUi4u%20
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HJyXFLmu0W1DuY7GLLX8diJUNEdPQkZNUTgwMjZIQllRVlZKMkY0WkRKUi4u%20
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HJyXFLmu0W1DuY7GLLX8diJUNEdPQkZNUTgwMjZIQllRVlZKMkY0WkRKUi4u%20
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HJyXFLmu0W1DuY7GLLX8diJUNEdPQkZNUTgwMjZIQllRVlZKMkY0WkRKUi4u%20
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HJyXFLmu0W1DuY7GLLX8diJUNEdPQkZNUTgwMjZIQllRVlZKMkY0WkRKUi4u%20
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HJyXFLmu0W1DuY7GLLX8diJUNEdPQkZNUTgwMjZIQllRVlZKMkY0WkRKUi4u%20

) SchooLinks

Schoolinks is a modern, college and career readiness platform to prepare students for what comes
after graduation. SchoolLinks helps students discover their interests and strengths, explore colleges
and careers, and create a personal graduation plan that best reflects their post-secondary goals. In
addition, SchoolLinks will serve as a central place for student post secondary planning including all

transactions for the college application process.

Using Schoolinks, 12th graders will be able to:
Track college applications and request transcripts
Request Letters of Recommendation

GETTING STARTED
Click Here for a video on what to expect the first time you login

Student Login:
Students will login to SchooLinks via Clever
Then select SchoolLinks logo

Schoolinks
CHEAT SHEET

C Log in with Clever

Current view is your “Dashboard” R
'@ ::shhoard Student Demo Mode m { @& Switch user ‘] l_o Joshua Har‘.lw_} D | .I:l. 7) @

Events Reminders [ o My Team Surveys & forms 0

Check out this Scholanbip!
Single Parent Scholarship
Deadlioee: Septlember 3, 2024

Check often

ACTOURL SECEES

rafions Collepe

Main menu breakdown shown
e matercetp 2% | | G the bottomiofithe page
' * with gssociated icons.

Deeaciling: doguet 33, 2034

Lon
Sync your Qutfook or other
.>ml‘lndur£u bt notified of
events.

Chat with a live

person for help:
:::ﬂ::all:‘l:::::::;ihuol Fellow

Interest Form
Manhastan NY 9
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SCHOOL ACTIVITIES COLLEGES CAREERS FINANCES PROGRAMS
Events My Goals School Search Career Center Scholarship Matching Program Exploration
Scores & Performance Assessments Favontes & Lists District Pathways College Financing My Placements
Course Calalog Leaming Hub Final List Opportunities
Course Planner Game of Life Admission Stats Employer Showcase
Personalized Plan My Profile/Resume

VR Workplace Tours


https://youtu.be/srkZikBxU0k

©) SchooLinks

Instructions for Parent Access to SchoolLinks

See below on how you can get your “claim code” and create your account

1. From the homepage of the Aspen Parent Portal select the Family
Top Tab
2. Select a student
3. Your Claim Code is in the right-hand column
Students 1.
o ) = = ) =
0 of 2 selacted &

Doe Grade Level Sehool > Name

L

1T ] Grafon Maddia Schoo

ST L Eruton High School

Family

Students :: 08 - Monkey, Luffy D

Details
Caontacts

Draily
Altendance

Mame Monkay, Lufty D School > Name
Conduct Mlidie name ]

Grafton Middie School

cal 1D 68377 Acive

Scheduls Gendar F

Membershin Diste of Barin M7 Ags 17 3, Ir hoolnks Claim Coda Yotkbs I

Once you’ve created your account see what you can do on Schoolinks
by clicking here



https://youtu.be/24VTRjIvS8I?si=gTr02TKuuZ2qy24B
https://youtu.be/24VTRjIvS8I?si=gTr02TKuuZ2qy24B
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Senior Year Fall Checklist

Sign into SchoolLinks using the instructions above. Explore
the college search, career exploration, scholarship, and
scholarship informatoin

Meet with your School Counselor to discuss credits
needed to graduate and post-secondary plans

If you plan to apply for a 4 year college or university, create a well-
rounded college list. Remember to check application
requirements and deadlines.

If you need a recommendation, complete the “Senior
Activity & Information Sheet“ and return it to your
counselor and/or teachers

Begin completing your college applications. Use SchooLinks to
enter all the schools you are applying to.

**Add the schools you are applying to on School.inks.
Transcripts will be uploaded and letters of
recommendation will be completed through SchoolLinks

Be sure to ask teachers to write a letter of recommendation
before adding their email address. This is common courtesy
and teacher take a lot of time to write a thorough letter.

If needed take the SAT and/or ACT. Register to take them
through collegeboard.org or actstudent.org. Send your
scores directly to the schools via those websites.

Keep your grades up but take time to enjoy your senior
year! Self-Care is vital to combat senioritis and burnout



Community 0?\’.

College ¥
Community Colleges offer specialized courses
of study where a student can earn
a certificate in one year or less in an intensive
training program. Many student often make
the choice to attend community college
before transferring to a 4-year institution
allowing them to save money on general
education courses, stay close to home and

have smaller class sizes! Click the link below
to learn more:

VIRGINIA PENINSULA
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Click on the "Community Service"
ink above to record your
community service hours for
graduation seals and programs by
March 1st! Students need 20
hours for the Honor's Program,
S0 hours for the Excellence in
Civics Seal and 150 hours for the
YCSD Community Service Seal in
addition to other requirements,
see the Program of Studies for
more information.

- Military

Opportunities for enlistment in the military are
plentiful. The five services offer hundreds of schools
and thousands of areas of instruction. This training
and the experience that follows gives the military
veteran a real advantage in the civilian world.

* Career Training * Education * Income * Service to Country
Each service sets its own enlistment qualifications.

Local recruiters may be contacted for more
information or click the links below for information

regarding program opportunities and qualifications:

GHS will offer ASVAB testing
twice a year, The first is
November 15th and sign up
will be in the counseling office

Employment
If you have decided to worlell time immediately after
high school:

- Contact the Virginia Employment

Commission online at www.vec.virginia.gov to

learn more about opportunities in VA.

- Create a resume!

- Consider the opportunities for advancement

available through the positions you are

considering.

- Consider an internship to gain work experience.

- Meet with the GHS Career

Coach, Ms. Garnett at
rgarnett@ycsd.york.va.us



https://www.tncc.edu/
https://www.airforce.com/
https://www.army.mil/
https://www.navy.com/
https://www.marines.com/
https://www.uscg.mil/
https://www.nationalguard.com/
https://www.officialasvab.com/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HMsyLraCpgZCt7-wcsj7bh5UMFhWNVRQUTg0NzlQWTlYNlZFMzRXTU1BVi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HMsyLraCpgZCt7-wcsj7bh5UMFhWNVRQUTg0NzlQWTlYNlZFMzRXTU1BVi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=q5jgHYc8xkSvt_cMYsI8HMsyLraCpgZCt7-wcsj7bh5UMFhWNVRQUTg0NzlQWTlYNlZFMzRXTU1BVi4u

