
OUR VISION  
At St. Paul Academy and Summit School, our vision is a 
diverse school where all feel a sense of belonging, and our 
commitment to this vision is enduring. We expect every 
member of our community to contribute intentionally to a 
culture in which all can thrive in every aspect of school life. 
We value our individual identities, lived experiences, diverse 
perspectives and shared commonalities, and acknowledge 
that these are essential for a healthy and inclusive community. 
We work to create this community through brave, respectful 
dialogue, and through equitable and inclusive actions and 
policies that respect the dignity and humanity of all. 

OUR CURRICULUM 
Our goal is to foster a sense of belonging for all students. 
We know that academic growth, identity development, and 
identity validation are interlinked to make a student’s learning 
journey possible. Multicultural perspectives are woven 
throughout the K-12 curriculum, preparing SPA students to be 
thoughtful, curious, and engaged citizens of our increasingly 
global and interconnected world.

Lower School Affinity Groups and Intercultural Clubs meet 
twice a month, and all faculty and students participate. These 
groups provide a space for all students to explore, share, and 
build an understanding of their own and others’ identities. 
Intercultural Clubs are open to all students; Affinity Groups 
are formed around one aspect of a student’s identity, such 
as race, religion, or gender, and give participants a sense of 
belonging in order to better learn, grow, and thrive at the 
Lower School. Families select the group that will best serve 
their student.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging
The Middle School program considers DEIB as a central focus 
in building community and moving students from exploration 
and awareness to advocacy and belonging. Positive identity 
development for each student is central to the Advisory 
curriculum and is an academic goal in coursework. Affinity 
groups in 2023-24 include Black and Brown Males, Common 
Ground, Herspace/Ourspace, Mishpacha, and Muslim Student 
Affinity Group. Special interest groups include Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance, Intercultural Club, Neurodiversity, 
and the Antiracism Group. Mixed grade advisories meet 
concurrently with affinity groups and provide opportunities 
for students to reflect on different aspects of identity. The 
curriculum for these mixed-grade advisories is built on the 
Learning for Justice Social Justice Standards, the Courageous 
Conversations protocols framework, and the Developmental 
Designs pedagogy.

The Upper School program reflects students’ growing 
sophistication and interest in complex issues of diversity  
and identity. Courses addressing these issues include Native 
American Studies, South Asian American Studies, Gender In 
the Americas, History of the Refugee Community, and World 
Religions. Student organizations include both affinity and 
student interest groups with a focus on social justice. Upper 
School affinity groups include the Black Student Union, 
Sexuality and Gender Equity, Common Ground, Mishpacha, 
Muslim Student Affinity Group, HerSpace/Ourspace, and 
the Antiracism Group. These groups provide a safe space 
for students to explore and engage in meaningful dialogue 
around race, gender and other aspects of identity. Every 
year, SPA sends students to participate in the Student 
Diversity Leadership Conference, a student conference held 
in conjunction with the National Association of Independent 
Schools’ People of Color Conference.

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
SPA offers multiple bus routes and carpooling  
options for families looking for transportation to 
and from school. Our Transportation Coordinator 
manages busing and also helps facilitate carpooling 
arrangements among parents. For questions about 
SPA’s bus routes or help setting up a carpool group 
in your neighborhood, please contact Transportation 
Coordinator Melissa Douden at mdouden@spa.edu.
 
CARPOOLING
Many SPA families participate in carpools to and 
from school. Our Transportation Coordinator can 
help you connect with families in your neighborhood 
who are also interested in participating in a carpool.

BUSING OPTIONS
SPA currently offers daily bus routes serving  
Minneapolis, Edina, Woodbury, and North Oaks—see  
below for bus stop details. Service is offered both  
one-way (morning or afternoon) or round trip. 

Minneapolis: Stops in Kenwood and surrounding areas

Edina: Stops at Mount Olivet Chapel and Wooddale Park

North Oaks: Stops at Shoreview Community Center 
and North Oaks Gatehouse

Woodbury: Stops at Guardian Angels Church

 
METRO TRANSIT
SPA students in Middle and Upper School may be 
eligible for free or reduced-price Metro Transit cards, 
depending on their home address and grade. For more 
information, please contact Transportation Coordinator 
Melissa Douden at mdouden@spa.edu.
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