
OUR VISION  
At St. Paul Academy and Summit School, our vision is a 
diverse school where all feel a sense of belonging, and our 
commitment to this vision is enduring. We expect every 
member of our community to contribute intentionally to a 
culture in which all can thrive in every aspect of school life. 
We value our individual identities, lived experiences, diverse 
perspectives and shared commonalities, and acknowledge 
that these are essential for a healthy and inclusive community. 
We work to create this community through brave, respectful 
dialogue, and through equitable and inclusive actions and 
policies that respect the dignity and humanity of all. 

OUR CURRICULUM 
Our goal is to foster a sense of belonging for all students. 
We know that academic growth, identity development, and 
identity validation are interlinked to make a student’s learning 
journey possible. Multicultural perspectives are woven 
throughout the K-12 curriculum, preparing SPA students to be 
thoughtful, curious, and engaged citizens of our increasingly 
global and interconnected world.

Lower School Affinity Groups and Intercultural Clubs meet 
twice a month, and all faculty and students participate. These 
groups provide a space for all students to explore, share, and 
build an understanding of their own and others’ identities. 
Intercultural Clubs are open to all students; Affinity Groups 
are formed around one aspect of a student’s identity, such 
as race, religion, or gender, and give participants a sense of 
belonging in order to better learn, grow, and thrive at the 
Lower School. Families select the group that will best serve 
their student.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging
The Middle School program considers DEIB as a central focus 
in building community and moving students from exploration 
and awareness to advocacy and belonging. Positive identity 
development for each student is central to the Advisory 
curriculum and is an academic goal in coursework. Affinity 
groups in 2023-24 include Black and Brown Males, Common 
Ground, Herspace/Ourspace, Mishpacha, and Muslim Student 
Affinity Group. Special interest groups include Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance, Intercultural Club, Neurodiversity, 
and the Antiracism Group. Mixed grade advisories meet 
concurrently with affinity groups and provide opportunities 
for students to reflect on different aspects of identity. The 
curriculum for these mixed-grade advisories is built on the 
Learning for Justice Social Justice Standards, the Courageous 
Conversations protocols framework, and the Developmental 
Designs pedagogy.

The Upper School program reflects students’ growing 
sophistication and interest in complex issues of diversity  
and identity. Courses addressing these issues include Native 
American Studies, South Asian American Studies, Gender In 
the Americas, History of the Refugee Community, and World 
Religions. Student organizations include both affinity and 
student interest groups with a focus on social justice. Upper 
School affinity groups include the Black Student Union, 
Sexuality and Gender Equity, Common Ground, Mishpacha, 
Muslim Student Affinity Group, HerSpace/Ourspace, and 
the Antiracism Group. These groups provide a safe space 
for students to explore and engage in meaningful dialogue 
around race, gender and other aspects of identity. Every 
year, SPA sends students to participate in the Student 
Diversity Leadership Conference, a student conference held 
in conjunction with the National Association of Independent 
Schools’ People of Color Conference.

Parent Associations
A student’s experience at SPA is a partnership between the family and school. SPA’s two Parent  

Associations—one for the Lower School and the other for the Middle and Upper Schools—are  

organizations formed by and for SPA families that are important pieces of that partnership. Both  

organizations support the community in two ways: by providing opportunities for parents/guardians to 

support the school’s mission and core values; and providing ways for SPA families to get to know each 

other, forming friendships and support networks as their children move through their student years. 

The Lower School Parent Association (LSPA) and the Middle/Upper School Parent Association  

(M/USPA) are open to all parents/guardians, and all parents/guardians are automatically members. 

Both associations provide a wide range of volunteer and engagement opportunities, and all parents/

guardians are encouraged to find ways to participate that fit their family’s schedule and interests. 

Opportunities include serving as Room Parents (in the Lower School) or Grade Representatives (in the 

Middle and Upper Schools); organizing guest speakers with expertise related to child development and 

parenting; and hosting social and networking events for parents/guardians to connect with the school 

and each other. The LSPA and the M/USPA work closely with the Assistant Head of School on aligning 

programming and activities with the school’s approach to student and community life.

Both Parent Associations pride themselves on their openness, flexibility, and warmth. The LSPA and  

M/USPA leadership teams welcome all parent/guardian (and grandparent) involvement and are happy 

to help all SPA families find ways to be involved in the life of the school and connect with each other. 

We look forward to working with you and your family!

 



www.spa.edu

PARENT ASSOCIATION EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

The Parent Associations meet monthly, and all SPA parents and guardians are welcome to attend meetings. Below  
is a list of sample events and activities typically sponsored by the Parent Associations during the school year. 

FALL
• Grade-Level Family Picnics

• Lower School Used Uniform Sale

• Ice Cream Socials for New Families

• Back to School Parent Receptions for  
 Grades 6 and 9

• Evening Grade-Level Parent Socials

• Speaker Series Event

• Homecoming Carnival 

• Grade 9 Pizza Party

• Staff Appreciation Events

• Lower School Book Festival

• Spartan Connect Event: Fall Walk 

WINTER 

• College Counseling Parent Reception

• Staff Appreciation Event

• Evening Grade-Level Parent Socials

• Spartan Connect Event: Family Skate  

• Lower School Family Game NIght

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day All School Day of Service

• Parent Book Clubs

SPRING
• Parent Association Annual Meeting

• Lower School Family Movie Night

• Middle/Upper School Book Festival

• Speaker Series Event

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Assistant Head of School
Dr. Jill Romans 

jromans@spa.edu


