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 New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

 Science 

 ●  3-PS2-1 Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the effects of balanced and unbalanced 
 forces on the motion of an object. 

 ●  3-PS2-2 Make observations and/or measurements of an object’s motion to provide evidence that a pattern 
 can be used to predict future motion. 

 ●  3-PS2-3 Ask questions to determine cause and effect relationships of electric or magnetic interactions 
 between two objects not in contact with each other. 

 ●  3-PS2-4 Define a simple design problem that can be solved by applying scientific ideas about magnets. 
 ●  3-LS1-1 Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles but all have in 

 common birth, growth, reproduction, and death. 
 ●  3-LS2-1 Construct an argument that some animals form groups that help members survive. 
 ●  3-LS3-1 Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and animals have traits inherited from 

 parents and that variation of these traits exists in a group of similar organisms. 
 ●  3-LS3-2 Use evidence to support the explanation that traits can be influenced by the environment. 
 ●  3-LS4-1 Analyze and interpret data from fossils to provide evidence of the organisms and the environments 

 in which they lived long ago. 
 ●  3-LS4-2 Use evidence to construct an explanation for how the variations in characteristics among 

 individuals of the same species may provide advantages in surviving, finding mates, and reproducing. 
 ●  3-LS4-3 Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some organisms can survive well, 

 some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all. 
 ●  3-LS4-4 Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the environment changes and 

 the types of plants and animals that live there may change. 
 ●  3-ESS2-1 Represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather conditions expected 

 during a particular season. 
 ●  3-ESS2-2 Obtain and combine information to describe climates in different regions of the world. 
 ●  3-ESS3-1 Make a claim about the merit of a design solution that reduces the impacts of a weather-related 

 hazard. 
 ● 
 ●  3-5-ETS1-1 Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes specified criteria for 

 success and constraints on materials, time, or cost. 
 ●  3-5-ETS1-2 Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based on how well each is likely 

 to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem. 
 ●  3-5-ETS1-3 Plan and carry out fair tests in which variables are controlled and failure points are considered 

 to identify aspects of a model or prototype that can be improved. 

 Science and Engineering Practices 

 Asking Questions and Defining Problems 
 ●  Asking questions and defining problems in 3–5 builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to specifying 

 qualitative relationships. 
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 Developing and Using Models 
 ●  Modeling in 3–5 builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to building and revising simple models and 

 using models to represent events and design solutions. 

 Planning and Carrying Out Investigations 
 ●  Planning and carrying out investigations to answer questions or test solutions to problems in 3–5 builds on 

 K–2 experiences and progresses to include investigations that control variables and provide evidence to 
 support explanations or design solutions. 

 Analyzing and Interpreting Data 
 ●  Analyzing data in 3–5 builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to introducing quantitative approaches to 

 collecting data and conducting multiple trials of qualitative observations. When possible and feasible, digital 
 tools should be used. 

 Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking 
 ●  Mathematical and computational thinking in 3–5 builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to extending 

 quantitative measurements to a variety of physical properties and using computation and mathematics to 
 analyze data and compare alternative design solutions. 

 Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions 
 ●  Constructing explanations and designing solutions in 3–5 builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to the 

 use of evidence in constructing explanations that specify variables that describe and predict phenomena and 
 in designing multiple solutions to design problems. 

 Engaging in Argument from Evidence 
 ●  Engaging in argument from evidence in 3–5 builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to critiquing the 

 scientific explanations or solutions proposed by peers by citing relevant evidence about the natural and 
 designed world(s). 

 Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information 
 ●  Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information in 3–5 builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to 

 evaluating the merit and accuracy of ideas and methods. 

 Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCIs) 
 LS1.B Growth and Development of Organisms 

 ●  Reproduction is essential to the continued existence of every kind of organism. Plants and animals have 
 unique diverse life cycles. 

 LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics, Functioning, and Resilience 
 ●  When the environment changes in ways that affect a place’s physical characteristics, temperature, or 

 availability of resources, some organisms survive and reproduce, others move to new locations, yet others 
 move into the transformed environment, and some die. 

 LS2.D Social Interactions and Group Behavior 
 ●  Being part of a group helps animals obtain food, defend themselves, and cope with changes. Groups may 
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 serve different functions and vary dramatically in size. 

 LS3.A Inheritance of Traits 
 ●  Many characteristics of organisms are inherited from their parents. 
 ●  Other characterics result from individuals’ interactions with the environment, which can range from diet to 

 learning. Many characteristics involve both inheritance and environment. 

 LS3.B Variation of Traits 
 ●  Different organisms vary in how they look and function because they have different inherited information. 
 ●  The environment also affects the traits that an organism develops. 

 LS4.A Evidence of Common Ancestry and Diversity 
 ●  Some kinds of plants and animals that once lived on Earth are no longer found anywhere. 
 ●  Fossils provide evidence about the types of organisms that lived long ago and also about the nature of their 

 environments. 

 LS4.B Natural Selection 
 ●  Sometimes the differences in characteristics between individuals of the same species provide advantages in 

 surviving, finding mates, and reproducing. 

 LS4.C Adaptation 
 ●  For any particular environment, some kinds of organisms survive well, some survive less well, and some 

 cannot survive at all. 

 LS4.D Biodiversity and Humans 
 ●  Populations live in a variety of habitats, and change in those habitats affects the organisms living there. 

 ESS2.D Weather and Climate 
 ●  Scientists record patterns of the weather across different times and areas so that they can make predictions 

 about what kind of weather might happen next. 
 ●  Climate describes a range of an area’s typical weather conditions and the extent to which those conditions 

 vary over years. 

 ESS3.B Natural Hazards 
 ●  A variety of natural hazards result from natural processes. Humans cannot eliminate natural hazards but can 

 take steps to reduce their impacts. 

 ETS1.A Defining and Delimiting Engineering Problems 
 ●  Possible solutions to a problem are limited by available materials and resources (constraints). The success of 

 a designed solution is determined by considering the desired features of a solution (criteria). Different 
 proposals for solutions can be compared on the basis of how well each one meets the specified criteria for 
 success or how well each takes the constraints into account. 

 ETS1.B Developing Possible Solutions 
 ●  Research on a problem should be carried out before beginning to design a solution. 
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 ●  At whatever stage, communicating with peers about proposed solutions is an important part of the design 
 process, and shared ideas can lead to improved designs. 

 ●  Tests are often designed to identify failure points or difficulties, which suggest the elements of the design 
 that need to be improved. 

 ●  Testing a solution involves investigating how well it performs under a range of likely conditions. 

 ETS1.C Optimizing the Design Solution 
 ●  Different solutions need to be tested in order to determine which of them best solves the problem, given 

 the criteria and the constraints. 

 PS2.A Forces and Motion 
 ●  Each force acts on one particular object and has both strength and a direction. An object at rest typically has 

 multiple forces acting on it, but they add to give zero net force on the object. Forces that do not sum to zero 
 can cause changes in the object’s speed or direction of motion. 

 ●  The patterns of an object’s motion in various situations can be observed and measured; when that past 
 motion exhibits a regular pattern, future motion can be predicted from it. 

 PS2.B Types of Interactions 
 ●  Objects in contact exert forces on each other. 
 ●  Electric and magnetic forces between a pair of objects do not require that the objects be in contact. The 

 sizes of the forces in each situation depend on the properties of the objects and their distances apart and, 
 for forces between two magnets, on their orientation relative to each other. 

 Crosscutting Concepts 

 Patterns  – Observed patterns in nature guide organization  and classification and prompt questions about 
 relationships and causes underlying them. 

 ●  Patterns of change can be used to make predictions. 

 Cause and Effect: Mechanism and Prediction  – Events  have causes, sometimes simple, sometimes multifaceted. 
 Deciphering causal relationships, and the mechanisms by which they are mediated, is a major activity of science and 
 engineering. 

 ●  Cause and effect relationships are routinely identified, tested, and used to explain change. 

 Scale, Proportion, and Quantity  – In considering phenomena,  it is critical to recognize what is relevant at 
 different size, time, and energy scales, and to recognize proportional relationships between different quantities as 
 scales change. 

 ●  Observable phenomena exist from very short to very long time periods. 

 Systems and System Models  – A system is an organized  group of related objects or components; models can be 
 used for understanding and predicting the behavior of systems. 

 ●  A system can be described in terms of its components and their interactions. 
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 Connections to Engineering, Technology, and Applications of Science 

 Influence of Science, Engineering and Technology on Society and the Natural World 
 ●  Engineers improve existing technologies or develop new ones to increase their benefits, to decrease known 

 risks, and to meet societal demands. 
 ●  People’s needs and wants change over time, as do their demands for new and improved technologies. 

 Interdependence of Science, Engineering, and Technology 
 ●  Scientific discoveries about the natural world can often lead to new and improved technologies, which are 

 developed through the engineering design process. 

 Connections to the Nature of Science 

 Science is a Human Endeavor 
 ●  Science affects everyday life. 

 Scientific Knowledge Assumes an Order and Consistency in Natural Systems 
 ●  Science assumes consistent patterns in natural systems. 

 Scientific Knowledge is Based on Empirical Evidence 
 ●  Science findings are based on recognizing patterns. 

 Scientific Investigations Use a Variety of Methods 
 ●  Science investigations use a variety of methods, tools, and techniques. 

 Computer Science and Design Thinking (Standard 8) 

 ●  8.1.5.CS.1: Model how computing devices connect to other components to form a system. 
 ●  8.1.5.CS.2: Model how computer software and hardware work together as a system to accomplish tasks. 
 ●  8.1.5.CS.3: Identify potential solutions for simple hardware and software problems using common 

 troubleshooting strategies. 
 ●  8.1.5.NI.1: Develop models that successfully transmit and receive information using both wired and wireless 

 methods. 
 ●  8.1.5.NI.2: Describe physical and digital security measures for protecting sensitive personal information. 
 ●  8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how individuals live and work and describe 

 the factors that influenced the changes. 
 ●  8.1.5.IC.2: Identify possible ways to improve the accessibility and usability of computing technologies to 

 address the diverse needs and wants of users. 
 ●  8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim. 
 ●  8.1.5.DA.2: Compare the amount of storage space required for different types of data. 
 ●  8.1.5.DA.3: Organize and present collected data visually to communicate insights gained from different 

 views of the data. 
 ●  8.1.5.DA.4: Organize and present climate change data visually to highlight relationships or support a claim. 
 ●  8.1.5.DA.5: Propose cause and effect relationships, predict outcomes, or communicate ideas using data. 
 ●  8.1.5.AP.1: Compare and refine multiple algorithms for the same task and determine which is the most 
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 appropriate. 
 ●  8.1.5.AP.2: Create programs that use clearly named variables to store and modify data. 
 ●  8.1.5.AP.3: Create programs that include sequences, events, loops, and conditionals. 
 ●  8.1.5.AP.4: Break down problems into smaller, manageable sub-problems to facilitate program development. 
 ●  8.1.5.AP.5: Modify, remix, or incorporate pieces of existing programs into one’s own work to add additional 

 features or create a new program. 
 ●  8.1.5.AP.6: Develop programs using an iterative process, implement the program design, and test the 

 program to ensure it works as intended. 
 ●  8.2.5.ED.1: Explain the functions of a system and its subsystems. 
 ●  8.2.5.ED.2: Collaborate with peers to collect information, brainstorm to solve a problem, and evaluate all 

 possible solutions to provide the best results with supporting sketches or models. 
 ●  8.2.5.ED.3: Follow step by step directions to assemble a product or solve a problem, using appropriate tools 

 to accomplish the task. 
 ●  8.2.5.ED.4: Explain factors that influence the development and function of products and systems (e.g., 

 resources, criteria, desired features, constraints). 
 ●  8.2.5.ED.5: Describe how specifications and limitations impact the engineering design process. 
 ●  8.2.5.ED.6: Evaluate and test alternative solutions to a problem using the constraints and tradeoffs identified 

 in the design process. 
 ●  8.2.5.ITH.1: Explain how societal needs and wants influence the development and function of a product 

 and a system. 
 ●  8.2.5.ITH.2: Evaluate how well a new tool has met its intended purpose and identify any shortcomings it 

 might have. 
 ●  8.2.5.ITH.3: Analyze the effectiveness of a new product or system and identify the positive and/or negative 

 consequences resulting from its use. 
 ●  8.2.5.ITH.4: Describe a technology/tool that has made the way people live easier or has led to a new 

 business or career. 
 ●  8.2.5.NT.1: Troubleshoot a product that has stopped working and brainstorm ideas to correct the problem. 
 ●  8.2.5.NT.2: Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, values, and interests of individuals, 

 businesses, industries, and societies. 
 ●  8.2.5.NT.3: Redesign an existing product for a different purpose in a collaborative team. 8.2.5.ETW.1: 

 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital are used in 
 products or systems. 

 ●  8.2.5.NT.4: Identify how improvement in the understanding of materials science impacts technologies. 
 ●  8.2.5.ETW.1: Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and capital 

 are used in products or systems. 
 ●  8.2.5.ETW.2: Describe ways that various technologies are used to reduce improper use of resources. 
 ●  8.2.5.ETW.3: Explain why human-designed systems, products, and environments need to be constantly 

 monitored, maintained, and improved. 
 ●  8.2.5.ETW.4: Explain the impact that resources, such as energy and materials used to develop technology, 

 have on the environment. 
 ●  8.2.5.ETW.5: Identify the impact of a specific technology on the environment and determine what can be 

 done to increase positive effects and to reduce any negative effects, such as climate change. 
 ●  8.2.5.EC.1: Analyze how technology has contributed to or reduced inequities in local and global 

 communities and determine its short- and long-term effects 
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 Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills (Standard 9) 

 ●  9.2.5.CAP.1: Evaluate personal likes and dislikes and identify careers that might be suited to personal likes. 
 ●  9.2.5.CAP.3: Identify qualifications needed to pursue traditional and non-traditional careers and occupations. 
 ●  9.2.5.CAP.4: Explain the reasons why some jobs and careers require specific training, skills, and certification 

 (e.g., life guards, child care, medicine, education) and examples of these requirements. 
 ●  9.2.5.CAP.6: Compare the characteristics of a successful entrepreneur with the traits of successful 

 employees. 
 ●  9.4.5.CI.2: Investigate a persistent local or global issue, such as climate change, and collaborate with 

 individuals with diverse perspectives to improve upon current actions designed to address the issue (e.g., 
 6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7). 

 ●  9.4.5.CI.3: Participate in a brainstorming session with individuals with diverse perspectives to expand one’s 
 thinking about a topic of curiosity (e.g., 8.2.5.ED.2, 1.5.5.CR1a). 

 ●  9.4.5.CI.4: Research the development process of a product and identify the role of failure as a part of the 
 creative process (e.g., W.4.7, 8.2.5.ED.6). 

 ●  9.4.5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g., 2.1.5.EH.4, 
 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2). 

 ●  9.4.5.CT.2: Identify a problem and list the types of individuals and resources (e.g., school, community 
 agencies, governmental, online) that can aid in solving the problem (e.g., 2.1.5.CHSS.1, 4-ESS3-1). 

 ●  9.4.5.CT.3: Describe how digital tools and technology may be used to solve problems. 
 ●  9.4.5.CT.4: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies to different types of problems such as 

 personal, academic, community and global (e.g., 6.1.5.CivicsCM.3). 
 ●  9.4.5.DC.4: Model safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using online or offline technology (e.g., 8.1.5.NI.2). 
 ●  9.4.5.IML.2: Create a visual representation to organize information about a problem or issue (e.g., 4.MD.B.4, 

 8.1.5.DA.3). 
 ●  9.4.5.IML.3: Represent the same data in multiple visual formats in order to tell a story about the data. 
 ●  9.4.5.TL.1: Compare the common uses of at least two different digital tools and identify the advantages and 

 disadvantages of using each. 
 ●  9.4.5.TL.2: Sort and filter data in a spreadsheet to analyze findings. 
 ●  9.4.5.TL.4: Compare and contrast artifacts produced individually to those developed collaboratively (e.g., 

 1.5.5.CR3a). 
 ●  9.4.5.TL.5: Collaborate digitally to produce an artifact (e.g., 1.2.5CR1d). 
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 What Does the Gifted and Talented Experience Look Like? 
 Springfield Public Schools 

 Mission Statement 

 The Gifted and Talented Program of the Springfield Public Schools aims to provide a 
 meaningful and rigorous education that instills the value of lifelong learning and 
 empowers all students to reach their full potential and become self-fulfilled creative 
 leaders in accordance with the comprehensive standards of our state. We accomplish 
 this by offering challenging, real-world experiences in a student-centered environment. 

 We recognize that students come from diverse socioeconomic, cultural, and ethnic 
 backgrounds, and the mission of the gifted and talented program is to provide 
 opportunities for students to explore their intellectual, creative, and artistic gifts and 
 talents within the classroom and with beyond-the-classroom experiences. It is 
 essential to provide diverse, appropriate, and ongoing learning experiences and 
 environments that incorporate students' academic, psychological, and social needs. 
 Our responsibility is to provide students with educational alternatives that teach, 
 challenge, and expand their knowledge, while simultaneously stressing the 
 development of independent and self-directed learners who continuously generate 
 questions, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information and ideas. 
 New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1 defines students who are gifted and talented 
 as those students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more 
 content areas when compared to their chronological peers in the local district and who 
 require modification of their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance 
 with their capabilities. 



 Goals: 

 To support our mission, we have established the following goals to guide our work: 

   To infuse into the general education program a broad range of activities for 
 high-level learning that will challenge all students to perform at advanced levels, 
 and provide extended opportunities, resources, and support in particular areas 
 where student interest or talent is demonstrated. 

   To provide a continuum of gifted education services that will strengthen the total 
 school program, offer enriching and challenging learning opportunities for all 
 students, and provide specialized learning experiences 

   To promote achievement of students’ best potentials and increased ability. 

 Through a productive and collaborative relationship among the building principals, 
 classroom teachers, and the Gifted and Talented teacher, our schools can create 
 programming that will enhance the learning experience for every student and serve the 
 unique and specialized needs of students currently demonstrating gifted behaviors. 

 Elements of the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, W.I.N (What I Need), differentiated 
 instruction, advanced classes, or individual programs into a student’s regular 
 instruction program are integral to this overarching framework for gifted education in 
 the Springfield School District. 

 Reference Board Policy and Regulation 2464 – Gifted and Talented Pupils (M) 

 Early Childhood Center 
 Edward V. Walton 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All first and second grade students have access to the  Gifted and Talented Virtual 
 Classroom  . This virtual classroom is a space for students  to complete various 
 challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace. Students can receive 
 feedback and additional adaptable resources to meet their individual learning needs. 
 The virtual classroom design expands accessibility to enrichment resources and allows 
 students to choose learning activities according to their unique interests and abilities. 
 The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem-solving, develop critical thinking 



 skills, and expand curiosity and imagination. Activities are aligned to the New Jersey 
 Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 The Gifted and Talented teacher serves as a resource to all teachers within Edward V. 
 Walton School. Teachers seeking resources for their high-ability learners will receive 
 additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher in various ways. This support 
 may include additional units of study, challenging resources, and student projects. 

 Elementary Schools 
 James Caldwell 

 Thelma L. Sandmeier 

 The goal is to engage small groups of students in intensive learning experiences 
 through standards-based, rigorous, and relevant units of study that supplement, not 
 supplant, the grade-level curriculum and support students’ unique learning needs. 

 Enrichment Experience Grade 3 
 Beginning in third grade, the G&T teacher will cycle through all classrooms to work on 
 problem-solving and enrichment tasks with students.  Driven by assessment data, 
 academic performance, student interest, and teacher observation, small groups of 
 students will meet with the G&T teacher during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods throughout 
 the week that the teacher is assigned to their classroom teacher.  Groupings will be 
 flexible and monitored to best meet each student’s needs throughout the school year. 
 Activities will include brain teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking, problem-solving, and 
 STEM challenges. 

 Targeted Gifted and Talented Programing Grades 4-5 
 Students may become identified as Gifted and Talented in fourth grade. Students that 
 are identified may receive support from the G&T Teacher for up to five periods (200 
 minutes) a week during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods. Identified students will meet to 
 explore grade-level content while incorporating depth and complexity in a 
 student-centered, problem-based environment. The Gifted and Talented Program aims 
 to provide students with various advanced and challenging learning experiences 
 across content areas to promote independent thinking skills, refine critical thinking and 
 communication skills, cultivate joy in learning, and expand student interests through 
 problem-solving. The instruction that students receive incorporates 21st Century Skills 
 and advanced content that is challenging, hands-on, and relevant to the real world. 



 Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted and Talented Students 
 ·         Adjusted Pace of Lessons 
 ·         Inquiry-Based Instruction 
 ·         Higher-Order Thinking Activities 
 ·         Interest-Based Content 
 ·         Real World Problem Solving/Problem Based Learning 
 ·         Independent Study/Passion Projects 
 ·         Units of Study with Like-Minded Peers 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All JCS and TLS students have access to grade level-specific  Gifted and Talented 
 Virtual Classrooms  .  These virtual classrooms are  a space for students to complete 
 various challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace.  Students are able 
 to receive feedback and additional opportunities based on their needs. The virtual 
 classrooms have expanded the accessibility of enrichment resources directly to the 
 students and allows for students to choose opportunities according to their interests 
 and abilities.  The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem solving, develop 
 critical thinking skills, and expand curiosity and imagination in conjunction with the 
 New Jersey Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 In addition to classroom support, the Gifted and Talented teacher also serves as a 
 resource to all teachers in the building. Teachers that are seeking resources for their 
 high ability learners will receive additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher 
 in various ways. This may include additional units of study, challenging resources, 
 student projects, and meeting with the G&T teacher as needed. 

 Additional Enrichment Opportunities 
 Across all grade levels 3-5, as recommended by the classroom teacher, students 
 exhibiting a need for additional enrichment may have the opportunity to meet with the 
 G&T teacher as the schedule allows. Groupings will be flexible and monitored to best 
 meet the students’ needs throughout the school year. Activities will include, brain 
 teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking activities, problem-solving challenges, and STEM 
 challenges. Students engage in an extended process of asking questions, using 
 resources, and developing answers that lead to thinking about what and how they are 
 learning. Students are held accountable for how they work and use their time by 
 demonstrating their learning through products or presentations. 

 Students self-select to participate in individual and/or group projects based on interest 
 and commitment. The classroom teacher and/or the enrichment teacher will help guide 
 and monitor student exploration of chosen topics, facilitating their learning with 
 resources and teaching of needed skills. 



 Secondary Schools 
 Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School 

 Jonathan Dayton High School 

 Grades 6-12: Access to specific content programs with higher levels of academic 
 challenges (i.e. Pre-Algebra, Accelerated Communication Arts, and Advanced 
 Placement Classes) 

 Dual Credit Courses provide students the opportunity to obtain high school credit, and 
 college credit, simultaneously through partnerships with several  institutions. 

 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) students become builders of technology by engaging in 
 real world activities. Students are empowered as design thinkers collaborating on real 
 world projects. 

 Gifted and Talented Identification Criteria 

 The Springfield Schools Gifted and Talented Program recognizes that students require 
 differentiated learning experiences beyond the core curriculum being taught because 
 of their advanced abilities in one or more content areas. These students may also have 
 other cognitive qualities such as curiosity, creativity, motivation, leadership, and 
 passion that require modifications to their academic experience. 

 Multiple Measures of Eligibility 
 Kindergarten  through  grade  twelve  identification  process  for  gifted  and  talented 
 students  includes  multiple  measures.  Multiple  measures  may  include  but  are  not 
 limited  to:  achievement  test  scores;  grades;  student  performance  or  products; 
 intelligence  testing;  parent,  student,  and/or  teacher  recommendation;  and  other 
 appropriate  measures.  The  identification  methodology  is  developmentally  appropriate, 
 non-discriminatory,  and  related  to  the  programs  and  services  offered  by  the  Springfield 
 School District. The identification procedures are reviewed annually. 

 According to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1, all public school districts must have a board-approved 
 gifted and talented identification process and provide services for identified students 
 enrolled in the grades of that school district.  The regulations require that identification 
 and services be made available to students in grades K-12. 

 When students are recommended for the Gifted and Talented Program there are 
 multiple measures that are considered to determine if services are necessary and 
 appropriate. The assessments used are as follows: 



 ●  Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
 ●  Classroom Performance/Student Portfolios 
 ●  DRA2 Level 
 ●  iReady Diagnostic Scores 
 ●  Gifted Indicators Checklist 
 ●  Start Strong/NJSLA Assessment Data 

 The N.J.A.C. requires that students be compared to their chronological peers in the 
 local school district.  The New Jersey Department of Education has not established 
 state-level criteria for identifying students who are gifted, such as mandated tests or 
 assessments, grade point averages, or IQ scores.  Local school districts must use 
 multiple measures to identify students. 

 Procedures 
 https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=2464&id= 
 b8a33a9f505e4998a6db3fb8e1de778b 

 Gifted and Talented Program Identification Matrix 
 Minimum Score Required for Consideration: 14 Points 

 1 Point  2 Points  3 Points 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 7 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of an 8 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 9 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 Just Below Current Grade 
 Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 On Grade Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 ½ Year + Above Current 
 Level 

 IReady ELA 
 On Grade Level 

 IReady ELA 
 ½ Year Above Current Level 

 IReady ELA 
 One Full Grade Level + 
 Above Current Level 

 NJSLA Math 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Exceed Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Exceed Expectations 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 11 - 29 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 30 - 49 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 50-66 



 Team meetings present the opportunity to review data and assess the educational 
 needs of all students. Teacher provides examples of student work exhibiting above and 
 beyond grade level expectations, creativity, leadership, critical and abstract thinking. 
 Programs for gifted and talented students will be periodically evaluated for their 
 continuing efficacy and adjusted accordingly. The parent of any student identified as 
 gifted or talented shall be consulted regarding any program designed to address the 
 student’s particular needs. 

 Resource Links 
 https://riversideinsights.com/cognitive_abilities_test 
 https://www.curriculumassociates.com/programs/i-ready-learning 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/ 
 https://www.routledge.com/HOPE-Teacher-Rating-Scale-Involving-Teachers-in-Equitable-Identifi 
 cation/Gentry-Pereira-Peters-McIntosh-Fugate/p/book/9781618214522#:~:text=The%20HOPE 
 %20Teacher%20Rating%20Scale,making%20it%20easy%20to%20use  . 

 Gifted and talented student: The  “  Strengthening Gifted  and Talented Education Act  ” 
 defines a gifted and talented student as a “student who possesses or demonstrates a 
 high level of ability in one or more content areas when compared to their chronological 
 peers in the school district and who require modifications of their educational program 
 if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. ” 

 Twice-exceptional (2E) students: A twice-exceptional (2E) student is defined as “a 
 student who is both gifted and a student with a disability. These students may also be 
 referred to as having dual exceptionalities or as being gifted with learning disabilities 
 (GT/LD). This also applies to students who are gifted with ADHD or gifted with autism” 
 (New Jersey Association for Gifted Children,  www.nagc.org). 

 Instructional adaptation: An adjustment or modification to instruction enabling a 
 student who is gifted and talented to participate in, benefit from, and demonstrate 
 knowledge and application of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in one or 
 more content areas at the instructional level of the student, not just the student’s grade 
 level. 

 Identifying gifted and talented students:  The focus of identification is to provide 
 programming and services in which students'  specific learning needs and potential are 
 appropriately addressed and met.  In every New Jersey school district, there are 
 students who require modifications to the general education curriculum if they are to 
 achieve in accordance with their abilities.  By identifying a student’s general intellectual 
 ability, creativity, or specific academic area aptitudes, we are acknowledging that they 
 need programming and services outside of the general education/grade level 
 curriculum to advance their learning. 



 NJDOE Fast Facts 

 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/ 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/legislation.shtml 

 Supplemental Resources/Programming for Gifted Students 

 Edward V. Walton 
 ●  PETS Program – Primary Education Thinking Skills 
 ●  Group Solutions/Group Solutions 2 – Cooperative Logic Activities 
 ●  Lollipop Logic 
 ●  Beginning Thinking Skills 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 

 James Caldwell and Thelma L. Sandmeier 
 Math/ELA 

 ●  Project M3: Mentoring Mathematical Minds 
 ●  Junior Great Books 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 
 ●  Borenson Hands on Equations 
 ●  BizWorld 
 ●  Perplexors 
 ●  Advanced Math Explorations grade 3-5 
 ●  Challenging Units for Gifted Learners (ELA and Math) 
 ●  Creative Curriculum Extenders 
 ●  Differentiated Lessons & Projects 
 ●  Challenge Math Grades 4+ 
 ●  Differentiating Instruction with Menus (All Content Areas) 
 ●  Jacob’s Ladder 
 ●  Genius Hour/Passion Project 
 ●  Spatial Reasoning 
 ●  Logic Puzzles, Brain Games, Analogies 

 STEM 
 ●  Engineering is Elementary 
 ●  Engineer Throughout the Year 
 ●  PBS Design Squad 
 ●  DefinedSTEM 
 ●  Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 



 Enrichment Events 
 Experience for all students to be enriched through events related to the curricular or 
 extracurricular activities. Examples include after school clubs, PTA-sponsored events, 
 leadership opportunities, visual and performing arts, and community service 
 opportunities. 


