South River Board of Education

15 Montgomery Street, South River NJ 08882
Tel: 732-613-4000 Fax: 732-238-8415

Cynthia A. Urbanik........... President Sylvia Zircher
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Date: August 1, 2024

To: Parents / Guardians

From: Johnny Rosa, School Business Administrator

Subject: 2024-25 School Meals and Summer EBT Application / Online Procedure

For the 2024-25 school year you will be able to apply and submit your child(ren)’s School Meals and Summer
EBT Application online by way of the South River School District’s website. In the event you have more than one
child attending the school district, it is a household application, and all you will need is each student’s ID number.
You will need access to a computer in order to complete and submit the lunch application. To accommodate you in
the event you do not have access to a computer, one will be made available to you in your respective child’s school
building’s main office, to allow you the opportunity to submit your lunch application. Please contact the Building
Principal of your child’s school to make arrangements.

[nstructions to apply online are as follows:

You will need your Children’s Student ID numbers in order to apply online.

Go to the South River School District’s Home Page website: www.srivernj.org

Under the header of Departments, click on Food Services.
Click on School Meals and Summer EBT Application.

You may also want to click School Meals and Summer EBT Application for a step by step guide in completing the
application.

You are now on the application home page. You will need to create a user name and password as first time users.
[n the event you applied online last year, continue to use the same username and password.
We hope you find this procedure easy to process and less paperwork to complete.

Furthermore, please see the attached district policy, School Meal Program Arrears #3542.2, regarding unpaid meal
balances.

Paper applications may be obtained at the Main Oftice of the school your child attends.

Thank you for your cooperation.




Cynthia A. Urbanik........
Kevin J. Nielsen ......c...

Raymond Baszak
John Budzin
Renae Bush

Lisa Byrne

Dear Parent/Guardian:

South River Board of Education

15 Montgomery Street, South River NJ 08882
Tel: 732-613-4000 Fax: 732-238-8415

President
Vice-President
Elizabeth Lell
Nicole Sadowski
Jennifer Yong Yow

Sylvia Zircher
Superintendent; Exct. 1223

Johnny Rosa
Business Administrator/
Board Secretary; Ext. 1227

Children need healthy meals to learn. The SOUTH RIVER BD OF ED offers healthy meals every school day at
the prices listed below. Your children may qualify for free or reduced price meals and Summer EBT

benefits.
FULL PRICE REDUCED PRICE

Elementary| Middle High Elementary Middle High
National School $3.35 $3.35 $3.45 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lunch
School
Breakfast §1.65 $1.65 $1.65 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
After School
Snack $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Special Milk
Program N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Split Session
Milk Program N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

N/A - Not Applicable

This packet includes an application for free or reduced price meal benefits, and a set of detailed instructions.

For a convenient way to fill out the meal application, go to https://www.payschoolscentral.com/.

Below are some common questions and answers to help you with the application process.

1. WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS AND SUMMER EBT BENEFITS?
All children in households receiving benefits from NJ SNAP or NJ TANF/WorkFirst-NJ
Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court
Children participating in their school’s Head Start program
Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant
Children may receive free or reduced price meals and Summer EBT benefits if your household’s
income falls at or below the limits on this chart.




10.

FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART
For School Year 2024-2025

Household Size Yearly Monthly Weekly
1 27,861 2,322 536

2 37,814 3,152 728

3 47,767 3,981 919

4 57,720 4,810 1,110

5 67,673 5,640 1,302

6 77,626 6,469 1,493

7 87,579 7,299 1,685

8 97,532 8,128 1,876

Each additional person: 9,953 830 192

HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the members
of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other
temporary housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children
living with you who have chosen to leave their prior family or household? If you believe children in
your household meet these descriptions and haven't been told your children will get free meals and
Summer EBT, please call or e-mail your school, homeless liaison or migrant coordinator.

DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Use one School Meals and Summer
EBT Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not
complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to one of
your children’s schools.

SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY
CHILDREN ARE ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS AND SUMMER EBT? No, but please read the
letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. If any children in your household were missing
from your eligibility notification, contact your school immediately.

CAN I APPLY ONLINE? If available, you are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a
paper application. The online application has the same requirements and will ask you for the same
information as the paper application. Contact your school if you have any questions about the online
application.

MY CHILD'S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE? Yes. Your
child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year. You
must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school
year.

. I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS AND SUMMER EBT? Children in households

participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price meals and Summer EBT. Please send in
an application.

. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the

household income you report.

. IF I DON'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year.

For example, children with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for
free and reduced price meals and Summer EBT if the household income drops below the income limit.
WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL'S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to

Hearing Officer Name: Johnny Rosa Address:15 Montgomery Street, South River, NJ - 08882
Phone Number: (732)613-4000 Ext: 1222




11. MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or
other household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for free or reduced price meals and
Summer EBT.

12. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For
example, if you normally make $1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only
made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but
do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or
wages reduced, use your current income.

13. WHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORT? Household members may not
receive some types of income we ask you to report on the application, or may not receive income at
all. Whenever this happens, please write a 0 in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty
or blank, those will also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful when leaving income fields blank, as
we will assume you meant to do so.

14. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash
bonuses must be reported as income. If you get any cash value allowances for off-base housing, food,
or clothing, or receive Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance payments, it must also be included
as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not
include your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is
also excluded from income.

15. WHAT IF THERE ISN'T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY? List any additional
household members on a separate piece of paper, and attach it to your application.

16. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE ANY OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out
how to apply for NJ SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office, call
1-800-687-9512 or go to nj.gov/humanservices/njsnap/apply/ways/. You can also contact NJ
FamilyCare or Medicaid at 1-800-701-0710 or www.njfamilycare.org for information regarding health
insurance for your family. For the WIC Program, call 1-800-328-3838 or go to
www.nj.gov/health/fhs/wic.

If you have other questions or need help,
call (732)613-4000 Ext:1222

Sincerely,

Hea L Fubenou

Signature:

Name: Heather Lieberman

Title: Principal, Primary School
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Form 121
06/2024

SHARING INFORMATION WITH MEDICAID or
NJ FAMILYCARE

Dear Parent/Guardian:

If your children get federal free or reduced price school meals, they may
also be able to get free or low-cost health insurance through Medicaid or
NJ FamilyCare. Children with health insurance are more likely to
get regular health care and are less likely to miss school because
of sickness.

Because health insurance is so important to children’s well-being, the
law allows us to tell Medicaid and NJ FamilyCare that your children are
eligible for free or reduced price meals, unless you tell us not to. Medicaid
and NJ FamilyCare only use the information to identify children who may
be eligible for their programs. Program officials may contact you to
offer to enroll your children. Filling out the School Meals and Summer
EBT Application does not automatically enroll your children in
health insurance.

If you do not want us to share your information with Medicaid or NJ
FamilyCare, fill out the form below and send in (Sending in this form will
not change whether your children get free or reduced price meals).

J No! I DO NOT want information from my School Meals and
Summer EBT Application shared with Medicaid or the State
Children's Health Insurance Program (NJ FamilyCare).

If you checked no, fill out the form below to ensure that your
information is NOT shared for the child(ren) listed below:

Child's Name: School:

Child's Name: School:

Child's Name: School:

Child's Name: School:

Signature of Parent/Guardian: Date:
Printed Name: Address:

Return this form to your child’s school, ONLY if you do NOT wish your
information to be shared with Medicaid or NJ FamilyCare.




Book Policy Manual

Section Series 3000 Business and NonInstructional Operations
Title School Meal Program Arrears
Code 3542.2
Status Active
Adopted November 25, 2019
Last Revised December 18, 2023
Last Reviewed November 14, 2023
Prior Revised Dates 9/27/2018, 4/19/2022, 5/26/2022
SOUTH RIVER BOARD OF EDUCATION FILE CODE: 3542.2
South River, New Jersey
Policy
—X Monitored
Mandated
X Other Reasons

SCHOOL MEAL PROGRAM ARREARS

The South River School District meal program shall make a nutritionally adequate meal (breakfast and/or lunch) available to every
student and shall operate on the most economically feasible basis. It shall be operated in strict compliance with all laws and
regulations pertaining to health; sanitation and safety; internal accounting; employment practices; nutritional standards; costs of
lunches; and periodic reporting required by New Jersey law.

The board of education believes that regularly consumed nutrition helps maintain the students' energy and facilitates concentration,
supporting student achievement (see board policy 3542.1 Wellness and Nutrition). Therefore, it is the expectation of the board that
students with the assistance of their parents/guardians come prepared for school each day with lunch/breakfast or meal money.
Students repeatedly forgetting their lunch or their breakfast or lunch meal money may be subject to consequences including
parent/guardian conference, loss of privileges and detention according to the school code of student conduct.

Qualified students whose families have a financial hardship may apply for assistance according to policy 3542.31 Free or Reduced
Price Lunches, Milk. The procedures for the administration of the free and reduced price lunch program of this school district will be
the same as those prescribed in current state and federal laws and regulations.

The board shall strive to make affordable lunches available to all students. Students who do not qualify for free or reduced price
meals or milk may receive school lunch through the school meal program for a fee that is approved by the board. Any student who
has a hardship but does not qualify for free and reduced price lunches or milk, may be considered for other assistance on a case by
case basis.

The purchase of lunch through the school program shall be optional and shall not prevent any student from bringing their own lunch
or breakfast to school.

The school business administrator shall be responsible for the accounting and tracking of revenues and expenses generated by the
school meal program. The principal or his or her designee shall oversee the notification of parents/guardians for the payment of
charges and arrears associated with the school lunch program. Being in arrears shall be defined as being behind in meal payments
due, resulting in debt or liability to the district.




Procedures for Charging_Lunch

In the event a student's school lunch or breakfast bill is in arrears, the principal or his or her designee shall contact the student’s
parent/guardian to provide notice of the amount in arrears and shall provide the parent/guardian a period of ten school days to pay
the full amount due. If the student's parent/guardian does not make full payment to the school by the end of the ten school days, the
principal or his or her designee shall again contact the student’s parent/guardian to provide a second notice that their child's lunch
or breakfast bill is in arrears and provide notice of any action to be taken by the school district in response to a student's school
breakfast or school lunch bill being in arrears (N.J.S.A. 18A:33-21).

The building principal or his or her designee shall implement appropriate measures that ensure that students who cannot pay for a
school breakfast or a school lunch or whose school breakfast or school lunch bill is in arrears shall not be publicly identified or
stigmatized.

No district staff member shall:

A. Publicly identify or stigmatize a student who cannot pay for a school breakfast or a school lunch or whose school breakfast or
school lunch bill that is in arrears, for example, by requiring that the student sit at a separate table or wear a wristband, hand
stamp, or identifying mark or by serving the student an alternative meal;

8. Require a student who cannot pay for a school breakfast or a school lunch or whose school breakfast or schoal lunch bill that is
in arrears to do chores or other work to pay for the school breakfast or school lunch: or

C. Require a student to discard a school breakfast or school lunch after it has been served because of the student's inability to pay
for a school breakfast or a school lunch or because money is owed for previously provided meals.

D. Prohibit an unsubsidized student, or a sibling of such a student, from attending or participating in non-fee-based extracurricular
activities, field trips, or school events, from receiving grades, official transcripts, or report cards, or from graduating or attending
graduation events, solely because of the student's unresolved meal debt; or

E. Require the parent or guardian of an unsubsidized student to pay fees or costs in excess of the actual amounts owed for meals
previously served to the student.

F. If a student owes money for the equivalent of five or more school meals, the district shall:

Determine whether the student is categorically eligible or income-eligible for free or reduced price meals, by conducting a review
of all available records related to the student, and by making at least two attempts, not including the initial attempt at the beginning
of the school year, to contact the student's parent or guardian and have the parent or guardian fill out a school meals application;
and the principal, or a person designated by the principal shall contact the parent or guardian of the unsubsidized student to offer
assistance with respect to the completion of the school meals application, to determine if there are other issues in the household
that have caused the child to have insufficient funds to purchase a school breakfast or school lunch, and to offer any other
appropriate assistance.

G. The district shall direct communications about a student's school breakfast or school lunch bill being in arrears to the parent or
guardian and not the studenl. The district may send a student home with a letter addressed to a parent or guardian.

H. An unsubsidized student shall not be denied access to a school meal, regardless of the student's ability to pay or the status of
the student's meal arrearages, during any period of time in which the school is making a determination as to whether the student is
eligible for and can be certified to receive, free or reduced price meals.

Payment of Charges

The school business administrator shall be responsible for tracking and billing all lunch accounts in arrears. The following guidelines
shall apply:

A. Charges will show a negative account balance on the student's school lunch program account, and billed, at a minimum,
quarterly to the parent/guardian;

B. Payments on charges shall be brought directly to the main office or mailed to the main office;

C. The payment shall be recorded and a receipt generated and given or mailed in acknowledgement of payment received
according to the established district business procedures.

Implementation

At the beginning of the school year, and upon initial enrollment in the case of a student enrolling during the school year, the district
shall provide to the parent or guardian of each student:




A. Information on the National School Lunch Program and the federal School Breakfast Program including, but not limited to,
information on the availability of free or reduced price meals for eligible students, information on the application and

determination processes that are used to certify eligible students for subsidized school meals, and information on the rights
that are available to students and their families ;

B. An application to apply for the school lunch and school breakfast programs and instructions for completing the application;
The school meals information and application provided to parents and quardians shall:

A. Be communicated in a language that the parent or guardian understands:

B. Specify the limited purposes for which collected personal data may be used, as provided by subsection c. of this section:
and

C. Are submitted to the parent or guardian either in writing or electronically. In the latter case, the school district shall use the
usual means by which it communicates with parents and guardians electronically.

A school meals application that is completed by a parent or guardian shall be confidential, and shall not be used or shared by the
student's school or school district, except as may be necessary to:

A. Determine whether a student identified in the application is eligible for free or reduced price school meals:

B. Determine whether the school or school district is required to establish a breakfast after the bell program, or to participate
as a sponsor or site in the federal Summer Meals Service Program:;

C. Ensure that the school receives appropriate reimbursement, from the state and federal governments, for meals provided to
eligible students, free of charge, through a school lunch program, a school breakfast program, a breakfast after the bell
program, a summer meals program, or an emergency meals distribution program; and

D. Facilitate school aid determinations under the “School Funding Reform Act of 2008,"

The district liaison for the education of homeless children shall coordinate with school personnel to ensure that a homeless student
receives free school meals and is monitored according to the board policies.

On a biannual basis, by January 31 and June 30, the district shall notify the State Department of Education and the State
Depariment of Agriculture, via the School Nutrition Electronic Application and Reimbursement System of the number of students
denied access to meals consistent with this Policy. The district shall also submit such information on its monthly SNEARS
vouchers.

Nothing in this policy shall be construed to require a school district to deny or restrict the ability of an unsubsidized student to
access school breakfast or school lunch when the student's school breakfast or school lunch bill is in arrears.

The policy shall be reviewed regularly and updated as necessary.
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