
SUGGESTIONS FOR PREPARING THE PORTFOLIO 

What is included in the portfolio? 

We recommend that the portfolio include: 

• A lesson plan or schedule
• Relevant materials, such as instructional materials, reading materials, and examples

of child’s writings, worksheets, workbooks, creative materials, and texts

• Adequate work samples for each subject throughout the period of instruction

• Samples of completed tests or completed assessments

• Work should be dated and graded
• Optional: Photographs, certificates, awards, student, journals, and programs may be

used to document work.

Organizing the portfolio 

• Use a tabbed notebook or pocket portfolio.

• Use one notebook for each student

• Arrange work chronologically by subject area.

• Use a composition or spiral notebook for each subject.

• Work samples should coincide with lesson plan or schedule.

The Review Session 

• Reviews are submitted using the Cognito Link provided to you in the notification letter
you will receive at least 2 weeks prior to the start of the reviews.  OR

• a Zoom Review can be scheduled if you do not have the technology to upload your
review information.

• Do not mail portfolios.

As per Comar 13A.10.01.01 - Home Instruction Program

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:e9239501-fee4-3652-ac51-2d4e74d9294c


Evaluation of Portfolio 

Portfolios will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

Compliant— there is clear physical evidence of the subjects you are teaching, and the 
instruction is regular and thorough 

Acceptable but unclear —portfolio does not clearly demonstrate that regular, 
thorough instruction is being provided to the student(s). In this case, parents will be 
asked to make adjustments for future submissions 

Deficient—there is no evidence of instruction. The subject area or portfolio does not 
comply with COMAR 13A.10.01D. Portfolios receiving this rating must be revised and 
reviewed again within 30 days 

Curriculum 

The general regulations state that instruction should be provided in subjects “usually taught in 
public schools to students of the same age.” All instruction should be regular, thorough, 
developmentally appropriate, and progressive in nature. The following subjects must be 
included in each portfolio: 

English/Language Arts should include reading, speaking, listening, literature, composition, 
grammar, spelling, vocabulary, and handwriting, for grades 1‐5; composition, literature, and 
spelling for grades 6‐8; composition and literature for grades 9‐12.) 

Mathematics 
Science 
Social Studies 

Health 
Music (general or instrumental) 
Art 
Physical Education 

Guidelines for Specific Subjects 

Art, Music and Physical Education—Programs should be regular, structured, and progressive in 
nature. 

Optional: Photographs, certificates, awards, student, journals, and programs may be used to 
document work. 




