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MEASURE R

General Obligation Bond Measure
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WHAT IS A GENERAL OBLIGATION (GO) BOND?

• GO bond measures require 55% voter 

approval to pass.

• Used to fund improvement projects, 

such as constructing and renovating 

classrooms. 

• Similar to a home loan, GO bonds are 

repaid over time —typically 20 to 25 years.

• Funds to repay the bonds come from a tax 

on all taxable property—residential, 

commercial, and industrial—located within 

the district. 

• Tax rate is calculated on assessed 

valuation (AV), as set by Los Angeles 

County. 

• AV is typically lower than market value. 

• Average AV for a single-family home in 

PUSD was $528,000 in 2022-23.
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Repairing
and replacing
leaky roofs

Repairing 
deteriorating 

electrical and 
heating, ventilation 

and air-conditioning 
systems

Modernizing Career 
Education Labs

Tax rate is less 
than $59 per 
$100,000 of 
assessed 
valuation

Expanding 
classrooms for 

Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts 
and Mathematics 

(STEAM)
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LANGUAGE

MEASURE R

BALLOT LANGUAGE

With funds that cannot be taken 

by the State, shall Pasadena 

Unified School District's measure 

to expand classrooms for 

Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Arts and Math; upgrade Career 

Education labs; replace leaky 

roofs; and repair deteriorating 

electrical, plumbing, heating, and 

air-conditioning systems be 

adopted, authorizing $900 million 

of bonds with audits, legal rates, 

average levies below $59 per 

$100,000 of assessed valuation 

while outstanding (raising $57 

million annually), citizen oversight, 

state matching funds eligibility and 

public disclosure of spending?
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MEASURE R 

TAXPAYER 

PROTECTIONS
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• Funds cannot be taken by the 
state and used elsewhere

• Full public disclosure of all 
expenditures 

• An independent Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee must review and report 
on all bond expenditures

• Annual tax rate may not exceed 
$60 per $100,000 of assessed 
valuation

• Maximum term of bond is 
anticipated to be between
20 to 25 years

• Taxes for bond repayment only 
begin once bonds are sold to 
investors

• Many projects qualify for matching 
funds from the state

• Funds cannot be used for 
administrators’ salaries, pensions, 
or benefits
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MEASURE R PROJECT LIST

• Expanding Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) 
classrooms and labs

• Modernizing career and technical education programs to prepare students for college 
and careers 

• Repairing and replacing leaky roofs and plumbing 

• Repairing and replacing aging and inefficient electrical, heating, ventilation and air-
conditioning systems 

• Expanding counseling, mental health programs and special education facilities for 
students

• Updating classroom technology, wireless networks and infrastructure

• Replacing deteriorating portable classrooms

• Expanding coding, robotics, engineering, health sciences, creative arts and computer 
science programs 

• Creating greater accessibility to classrooms, restrooms, playgrounds and walkways in 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Act

• Building below-market rental housing to attract and retain highly qualified teachers and 
staff to make the district more competitive and allow them to live in and be part of the 
community

• Providing shade structures and adding trees to outdoor areas to protect students from 
the heat
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MEASURE EE

Parcel Tax Measure
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WHAT IS A PARCEL TAX?

• Two-thirds of voter approval is 

required for the measure to pass.

• Levied on a flat per-parcel basis. 

• Parcel taxes are used to fund 

educational programs and services, 

and support teachers and staff.

• Funds come from a fixed tax on all 

parcels—residential, commercial, 

agricultural and industrial—located 

within the District.

• Expires after eight years and cannot 

be renewed without voter approval.
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Expanding 
Programs for 

STEAM

Enhancing career 
training and college 
readiness courses

Hiring counselors 
and mental health 

professionals

Annual Parcel Tax 
rate is $90 per 

parcel for eight 
years

Providing 
competitive wages 

for teachers and 
staff
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MEASURE 2 BALLOT 
LANGUAGE

MEASURE EE

BALLOT LANGUAGE

With funds that cannot be taken 

by the State and spent elsewhere, 

shall Pasadena Unified School 

District’s measure to expand 

programs for Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Math (STEAM); enhance career 

training and college readiness 

courses; provide competitive 

wages for teachers and 

staff and hire counselors and 

mental health professionals be 

adopted, levying $90 per parcel 

for eight years (raising $5 million 

annually) with senior citizen 

exemptions, annual audits, and 

full disclosure of all spending?
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• Funds cannot be taken by 

the state and used 

elsewhere

• Full public disclosure of all 

expenditures is required

• Homeowners 65+ can 

apply for a Senior Citizen 

exemption
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MEASURE EE PROJECT LIST

• Expanding programs for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Math (sometimes called STEAM)

• Providing competitive wages to attract and retain qualified, high-

performing teachers, staff and counselors

• Enhancing college readiness and career training courses

• Hiring counselors and mental health professionals

• Expanding visual and performing arts, music and other enrichment 

programs and instruction
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Due to limited 
state funding, 
passing these 
measures secures 
a dedicated 
source of local 
funding to make 
renovations and 
improvements in 
the Pasadena 
Unified School 
District. 
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QUESTIONS?
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