
Back to 
School
2024

Please have a seat, while we get settled. 
We have our partner table from 

Alum Rock Counseling Center today!

Principal: Dr. Manluco
joseph.manluco@arusd.org
408-928-8406

mailto:joseph.manluco@arusd.org
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We acknowledge that Santa Clara County and our 
schools occupy the unceded territory of the 
Muwekma Ohlone Nation, the sovereign nation and 
original people of the skies, land, and waters where 
we work and learn. The Muwekma Ohlone people 
are the stewards of these lands and of the teaching 
and learning that comes from and responds to the 
needs of the land and people who share it. May our 
daily lives and work - research, teaching, and 
community engagement – support the evolving 
vision of the Muwekma Ohlone for their community 
and these lands. Muwekma Ohlone Tribe 

Native-Land.ca
Land Acknowledgement Overview & Examples 

gv Land Acknowledgement

http://www.muwekma.org/
http://www.muwekma.org/
https://native-land.ca/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17manO5oW8GvFXLQ4Il1uyqhxAjYIV-NTDoXQhMkBuIc/edit?usp=sharing


We are 
here → 



Principal’s Coffee 
September 19 @ 8:30 AM 
in Room 19
1. Parent Engagement 

Events Calendar
2. Title I $Funding
3. School Closure
4. School Plan Budget 

Adjustment



Performance!/ San Antonio ES Tabling / Prizes & Performance! Andrew Hill HS 

Events we will
join this fall 9/14 & 9/19:



Back to 
School

2024

What continues and 
what is new in 2024?



AGENDA

What important 
topics will be 
discussed? 

1. Fall Reopening 
2. SSC/ELAC Elections 
3. Program Updates 

a. Safety 
b. Curriculum 
c. Enrichment 
d. Vietnamese DLI 

4. Facilities Updates 
5. School 

Consolidation/ 
Closure 



Fall 2024 
Reopening 
Updates



Fall Launch Achievements
Materials
● 270 chromebooks
● 90 iPads
● near 2,000 books in English and 

Vietnamese
● 4 Touch-screen and projection TVs (2 of 

4 delivered) - projectors in place
● 20 T supply boxes from the Chi Am Club

Programming
● Onboarded 4 new classroom Paras & 3 

new and 2 reassigned teachers
● Most in district!

○ 120+ kindergarten & below! 
○ 210 after school enrolled 

● Little Heroes Sports: Coach Logan 
returns / District 100% Funded

● VDI preschool continues: 30 students 
for TK next year

● Lion Dance 100% district funded!

Instruction
● ELA, Math, ELD targeted time 9:30-11:30 

am daily (no pickup please)
● CA State Benchmarks in ELA & Math
● iReady ELA/Math diagnostic & 

computer-adaptive learning paths 
● schoolwide rules assemblies 
● campus tours for rules

Campus Facility
● 4 new School Spirit banners (9 total)
● power wash of the blacktop & buildings 
● Repainting of lines & benches
● Escalation of back field maintenance to 

the Superintendent & board level
● tree trimming: parking & perimeter
● Concrete grinding
● Cafeteria HV/AC, Plumbing, bathrooms, 

Backfield fence TBA pending school 
closures



● Preschool waitlisting/interest has begun 
for fall 2025: (510) 603-8402 & 
emely.vanegas@thinktogether.org  

● TK waitlisting/interest for fall 2025 has 
begun with online form (see website) 

Waitlisting/Interest 2025

mailto:emely.vanegas@thinktogether.org


Waitlist interest list 
immediately to secure a spot! 

1-510-603-8402 
Sydney Tran  

(Rm. K1) 

Emely Vanegas, Enrollment 
Coordinator  

Think Together Vietnamese  
Dual Immersion Preschool 

2024-2025



Lion Dancing

Attendance & participation link 

100% attendance required for 
performance or coach discretion. 

Not all students may perform.  

Size restrictions based on ability 
to manipulate and carry the lion 
head. 

2nd graders training with the 
intent to perform once they can 
successfully showcase moves and 
manipulation of the lion head. 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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LdqSrtxkRpYzrh1edu00_oOuHVjQDp-D7pYxC6dggbY/edit?gid=373264740#gid=373264740


1. Crystal Nevarez - Administrative Assistant 
2. Andrea Rodriguez - Health Assistant 
3. Coach Logan - Little Heroes Coach 
4. Roberto Hernandez - Counselor 
5. Van Huynh - 1st grade VDLI cohort 2 
6. Tina Mai - 3rd grade VDLI 
7. Ana Tejada - 4th grade 
8. Classroom Paras: Mrs. Vo, Mrs. Love, Ms. Lily, 

and Mrs. Huynh 
9. Dylan Do (4 VDLI) & Hien-My Pearl (TKK VDLI) 

10. Omar Miller - FTE Art Teacher (Prop. 28), 3D 
modeling, visual FX and video animation 

Parent Representatives this year: 
● School Closure Advisory Committee / applied 
● SSC & ELAC / still needed 
● DAC, DELAC, SPARC / still needed 
● PTA - Still not re-established since 2011. 

Parents recognized at our Spring 2024 Parent 
Education Open House Night! 

Staffing & Parents



1. Tien Phan - Community Liaison & District 
Interpreter/Translator 

2. Crystal Nevarez - Administrative Assistant 
3. Julie Appler - Office Assistant 
4. Andrea Rodriguez - Health Assistant 
5. Roberto Hernandez - Counselor 
6. Carina Gerlitz - Psychologist 
7. Keri Richardson - Speech & Language 

Key Office Staff



2024 ELECTIONS 
AT PAINTER 

ELEMENTARY & A 
MILESTONE



School Site 
Council 2024
Final nominations & 
candidate submissions 
before 3 pm on 9/11.
Elections digital and at the 
front office in person until 
9/20. Elected parents 
announced week of 9/23.



Milestone Year
● 390 students (inc. 24 

preschool)
● Highest enrollment 

since 2017!
● 114 Enrolled in VDLI!
● Vietnamese Dual 

Immersion Preschool 
licensed year 2, with 
waitlist for fall 2025



Program 
Updates



School Wide Core Values
Supportive
Optimistic
Achieving
Resilient
Inclusive
Noble &  Nice
Globally Minded
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MISSION
In partnership with the parents and community, Ben 
Painter Elementary School will empower students 
to meet their full potential as unique 21st century 
thinkers with strong curricular implementation, 
trained staff, parent partnerships and 
Socio-Emotional Learning.

In alignment with the CCSS, Painter staff will 
develop student skills in collaboration, 
communication, creativity, critical thinking, the 
meaningful use of technology, rigorous learning, and 
the development of their multilingualism and 
multicultural competency that builds upon language 
acquisition in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.

VISION  
Ben Painter will promote our students’ academics 
through research-based pedagogies and develop 
them to become empathetic college and career 
ready leaders with moral values, who are dedicated 
to lifelong learning, career success, multicultural 
competency and multilingualism.



Safety

Standard Egress: Main Field 
 

Extreme Emergency Egress: 
Sheppard Field or Emmanuel 

Church Field or Opening 

Annual Great Shakeout 
Incident Command 
Center (ICS) 

Annual Run Hide Defend 
(SJPD training & drill) 

Quarterly Earthquake 
Drill 

Monthly Fire Drill 



P.B.I.S.
Positive
Behavior
Intervention
Support



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Prevent bullying by…
● Being an UPSTANDER.  Tell the person who is bullying to “Stop!”
● Reporting acts of bullying to an adult right away
● Help someone get away from the bullying situation and report it to 

an adult immediately.
● Behaving positively such as practicing kindness and care.  Say, 

“Good morning,” or “Hello!” to someone.
● Encouraging others to STAND UP against bullying.



Anti-Hate
Anti-Discrimination



A sample week at a glance:
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Prop 28 funded 
Art Teacher

Music (upper 
grades Content Learning Content Learning Prop 28 funded 

Art Teacher

Content Learning
ELD 30

Little Heroes 
Sports Time & PE

Content Learning
ELD 30 Upper 

Grades Music/Band

Content Learning
ELD 30 Upper 

Grades Music/Band

Content Learning
ELD 30 Upper 

Grades Music/Band

Structured 
recess

Structured 
recess

Structured 
recess

Structured 
recess

Structured 
recess

Content Learning
ELD 30

Content Learning
ELD 30

Content Learning
ELD 30

Upper Grades PE

Content Learning
ELD 30

Upper Grades PE
Content Learning

After School 1 hr. 
Intervention

Enrichment Lessons 
(i.e. dance)

After School 1 hr. 
Intervention Minimum Days

After School 1 hr. 
Intervention

THINK 
TOGETHER until 

6 pm

THINK 
TOGETHER until 

6 pm

THINK 
TOGETHER until 

6 pm

THINK 
TOGETHER until 

6 pm

THINK 
TOGETHER until 

6 pm

We hope to continue a similar schedule, given new contracts. 



Improved 
Attendance 

& Test Scores
Last Fall

Preliminary State Data by 
SCCOE Datazone

+8.42% ELA
+7.2% Math

2024 CAST NOT out yet
 



Instructional Training & Conference

VAEMC pilot school with PD! 



Improved  attendance, Reduced  Absenteeism, Eagles 
SOAR!
Reported by our Coordinator of ELD and DLI.
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Daily  
Attendance = 

$100 per 
student a day



Enrichment Program Partners
We intend to recontract through the district ASES: Science From Scientists g. 3-5, the Get Down 
Dance all grades (limited), Challenge Island g. TK-2 STEAM. Currently only Little Heroes PE and 
Recess Engagement all grades is active. Click to learn about these organizations. 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https://getdowndancestudios.com/
https://www.sciencefromscientists.org/
https://www.littleheroes.org/


Programming Update

https://www.littleheroes.org/
https://thinktogether.org/
https://www.sciencefromscientists.org/
https://getdowndancestudios.com/


Students work in 
assigned software 
in Clever or from 
teacher 
communication. 

Take Home Computer: 
Clever  or teacher assigned



Leveled in English &  
Vietnamese (Dallas, TX)
Content Learning

ENGLISH & MATH
Diagnostic & CAT Learning  Software

English Language Arts

MATH Workbook & Digital

Social Studies Next Generation Science by  
UC Berkeley & Lawrence Hall of Science

Schoolwide
Academics
State Adopted Curriculum



Chi Am Circle Donations
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Chi Am has donated 
over $20,000 to Painter 
in the last 4 years. 

They have again 
donated a box of 
supplies for each 
teacher this year! 

 



Over 200 Backpacks from San Jose Fire Department! 
We are thankful to the support from Council Member Peter Ortiz’s office! 
We have additional stocked backpacks prioritized for our Title I students. 

Backpack Giveaway



4th & 5th graders designed arcade 
models in 3D software and in drafts, 
before constructing various arcade 
designs for grades T4-3 to enjoy! 

3rd Annual STEAM 
Arcade May 2024



Our Amazing Program Partners!
Little Heroes provides competitive after school sports with competition against 
other schools for: 

● Soccer / fall 
● Football / winter 
● Basketball / spring  

Science from Scientists and Challenge Island provide custom STEAM lab and 
maker design experiences for our students 

●  SFS is grades 3-5 / 16 lab inquiry lessons 
● Challenge Island is grades TK-2 / 8-12 lab inquiry lessons 
● Resource Area for Teaching (RAFT) Makers Bus October 17-19 

36

https://www.sciencefromscientists.org/
https://www.littleheroes.org/


Vietnamese Dual 
Language & 

Multicultural & 
Multilingual Focus



Be an oɸcial parent volunteer (HR approved) and support school based events! 
2024-25 Community Events: sign ups with Mr. Tien Phan 
● Moon Festivals @ 9/14, Andrew Hill HS 
● Back to District Night: 9/19/2024 @ San Antonio Elementary 
● Tet Jan.29, 2025: Eastridge - Festival & Friendship Garden TBA 
● May 2025:  Asian American & Paciɶc Islander Heritage Month Spirit Days & Spring 

Dance Showcase, STEAM Arcade Showcase 
● June Multilingual Promotion activities: VDI Preschool, T4K, K, and 5th grade  

2024-25 Assemblies, Parades, and Festivals: coordinate through teachers 
● Harvest Costume Parade 
● Multicultural: Tet Trung Thu, Filipino & Hispanic Heritage Months / Trilingual 
● Winter Spectacular Showcase / Trilingual 
● Tet Lunar New Year Showcase and Festival / Bilingual 
● Cesar Chavez UNITY March  
● Monthly Core Values Student of the Month / ɶnal Fridays 

Signature School Wide Events



Continues to be  OPEN OPT-IN  for all Fall 2024 TKK & 1st graders !
Families of any background can opt-in to the Vietnamese bilingual  
program!
Composition of Students
● 50% of students are Vietnamese heritage/home language speakers
● 50% of students speak other home languages

Time Dedicated to Content
● 50% of the time targets learning in English

○ Content focused on English Language Arts & Development (ELA/ELD), Math, Science, and 
PE/Athletics,

● 50% of the time targets learning in Vietnamese
○ Content focused on Vietnamese Language Arts, Science, Social Studies and PE/Athletics

50/50 Dual Language 
Immersion Model



Dallas & Orange 
County 

published 
Vietnamese DLI 

Materials

Leveled in English & Vietnamese  
(Dallas, TX) Content LearningCORE Vietnamese Language Arts (Dallas, TX)

Vietnamese Workbook
Orange County

Vietnamese Content Reading -  
26 Titles & Class Sets (Dallas)

Vietnamese Leveled Readers,  
purchased library from NRCAL (Orange  
County, CSU Fullerton, US DOE grant)

VDLI
Academics



The 50/50 Dual Language Immersion model: 

● 50% of the time is dedicated to English 
and 50% to Vietnamese communication 
 

● 50% or more speak Vietnamese at home 
and up to 50% do not speak Vietnamese 

TK/K SPLIT TIMES 

ABOVE: g. 1-3 SPLIT BELOW: g. 4-5 SPLIT  

Vietnamese-English Language 
Split Times (VDLI)



Celebrate Multiculturalism & 
Multilingualism

42



Research Based 
Cultural Connections
Rodríguez-Rodríguez JE, Ioannidis AG, 
Medina-Muñoz SG, Barberena-Jonas C, 
Blanco-Portillo J, Quinto-Cortés CD, 
Moreno-Estrada A. The genetic legacy 
of the Manila galleon trade in 
Mexico. Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci. 
2022 Jun 6;377(1852):20200419. doi: 
10.1098/rstb.2020.0419

13 generations of Asia-America 
migration throughout Mexico.

1 National Laboratory of Genomics for 
Biodiversity (LANGEBIO), Advanced 
Genomics Unit (UGA), CINVESTAV,
Irapuato, Guanajuato 36824, Mexico

2 Department of Biomedical Data 
Science, Stanford University, 
Stanford, CA 94305, USA

Genomics Laboratory 
Irapuato, Guanajuato 
36824, Mexico



Connecting Various Student 
Cultures
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2022-2023 Artifacts of Multicultural & Multilingual Painter 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KQOffJuus53ZTUEf8Q6peTGmcNKTlGkr/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ds98Bz11Y48BH0nEOh8xQCdr3fV3HPCw/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/17lzMJeKT-LVIf56zdzSeW0UvAJKOzW2v/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/13JOmvMLENbZNrSnFb41Z87R51Tqn13Rq/preview


American Eagle Pride!
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● Biweekly Student-led school wide Pledge of Allegiance for all 
grades invited to recite for their school 

● a mounted US Flag in every classroom 
● American Eagle Pride Songs for assemblies: “This Land is your 

land”, “America the Beautiful” and “My Country Tis of Thee”. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_UioRxNtmw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONpP0isJMsY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Q7PULELvok




Facilities



Privacy panels around the preschool, T4,TK, & K playground. 
6 feet tall all around (red). 

6’ Fence Project
Completed last Winter



Updated Front (Complete) & 
Rear Fence (TBA)



Staff Parking, Shared Drop-off 
Loop, and Blacktop Restriping

Playground "color 
in" project 
tentative for 
Sept-November 
We will need 
Parent 
Volunteers to 
donate time and 
materials! 
This has already 
been submitted to 
the MOT Director 
& Business office. 



Mockups Courtesy of Mr. Yee
before after 

before after 

before 
after 



● Underground Plumbing 
● Backfence 
● HV/AC Cafeteria 
● Restrooms renovation 

Bond projects, pending school closures



School 
Consolidation 

Advisory 
Committee



Why consolidation/closure?

1. Expiry and full exhaustion of COVID19 funds 
2. $19.6m deɶcit FY 2024-25 
3. CDE has ampliɶed deɶcits by passing burden to the local level 
4. CDE/SCCOE sent Fiscal Crisis & Management Assistance Team (FCMAT) team to 

audit two weeks ago  
5. Declining enrollment 

a. Capacity for 16,000 students 
b. 9 additional schools to be determined for consolidation/closure as part of the 

ɶscal management mandate to correct the ARUSD deɶcit 
a. 3 schools closed in last decade (Pala MS, Sloanaker ES, Chavez 

ES) and two Consolidated (Mathson MS & Fischer MS) already 
c. Current enrollment 7,300 students 

6. The ARUSD School Board will announce action to close/consolidate schools at the 
currently scheduled December 5th board meeting. 



SCAC 
Details

● School consolidation is part of the 
directive by SCCOE under CDE to balance 
the ARUSD budget deɶcit resulting from 
the expiration of COVID19 funding & 
declining enrollment. 

● 6:00-8:30 p.m. at the District Office in 
the Boardroom 2930 Gay Avenue San 
Jose, CA 95127) 

● *Dinner will be provided 

Meeting Dates: 
Committee Selected by Tuesday, September 
10) 
1. September 18 (Wednesday) MEETING 

1 
2. September 24 (Tuesday) 
3. September 25 (Wednesday) 
4. October 2 (Wednesday) 
5. October 8 (Tuesday) 
6. October 9 (Wednesday) 
7. October 30 - (Wednesday) 

Committee Recommendation of 
schools to close 

 
November 14 (Thursday) - Public Hearing 
(Board Meeting) 
November 21 (Thursday) - Board 
Information (Board Meeting)  
December 5 (Thursday) - Board Action 
(Board Meeting)  



● Engage in the district 
process & timeline 

● Attend/Zoom Meetings 
by the district & school 

● Imagine the vision of 
the school and program 
that you care about 

What can we do?
SCAC Composition & Voting 
Power 

● One parent per school 
● Labor Union representatives 
● Community member 

organization 
representatives 

● Executive Cabinet (no vote) 
● Superintendent (no vote) 



Introducing our 
Staff

(All staff come forward)



Rm Teacher 
K2 Mrs. Deshpande T4K 
3 Mr. Le T4K VIP 
4 Ms. Picasso K 
5 Ms. Moyoli G1 
6 Ms. Gloria G1-2 Combo 
7 Ms. Simon G2 
8 Library English-Spanish 
Vietnamese Immersion Program 
Special Session @ 5:30 pm 
9 Mrs. Tran K VIP 
 

Rm Teacher 
15 Ms. Souto G4 
16 Mrs. Kaska G3 
19 Mr. Tran G3 
20 Mrs. Doan G2 VIP 
21 Ms. Jenny G1 VIP 
22 Mr. Berta RSP 
23 Ms. Postrado G5 
25 Ms. MacDonald G4-5 Combo 



Back to 
School
2024

Thank you for coming!
Principal: Dr. Manluco
joseph.manluco@arusd.org
408-928-8406

mailto:joseph.manluco@arusd.org

