
Preparation Resources for Civics Education Initiative Test

Civics Education Initiative (SB 638)

Assessment Information and Blueprint:

The Civics Education Initiative Test is composed of one hundred multiple choice questions based on the questions administered to people taking the

United States Citizenship and Naturalization Test. The test is divided into three categories featuring fifty-seven American Government questions,

thirty American History questions and thirteen Integrated Civics questions. Online review tools to assist students are located on the end of this

document, including a practice test.

Assessment Blueprint
( WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW AND DO?)

Assessment Category Essential Knowledge Notes

American Government:

Principles of American
Democracy

● “Rule of Law”

● Declaration of Independence: purpose

● Economic system of US-capitalism

● Constitution:
○ supreme law of the nation
○ purpose of the Constitution: protect basic rights

○ “We the People”: represents importance of
self-government

○ Amendments: purpose and current number of
amendments

○ Bill of Rights
○ First Amendment protected rights
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American Government:
Systems of Government

● Branches of government and role of each branch:
Executive, Judicial, Legislative

● Checks and balances; separation of power
● Powers reserved for the Federal Government: includes

printing money, entering treaties, declaring war
● Powers reserved for states: education,safety(fire ,police),

driver’s license, zoning and land use
● Names of the two major political parties in the US
● Name of Missouri State Capital
● Name of current Missouri Governor

Executive Branch:
● Role of President, term of office and month of election
● Name of current President and Vice President of US and

political party of current president
● Powers of President: including Commander in Chief of

military; Veto power; signs bills
● Role of Presidential Cabinet and current cabinet positions
● Presidential line of succession: Vice President followed by

Speaker of House

Judicial Branch:
● Role and Powers of Judicial Branch
● Supreme Court: current number of Justices
● Name of current Chief Justice

Legislative Branch:
● Role and Powers of Congress: Senate and House of

Representatives
● Senators: number (100 senators) and term of office(6yrs)
● Representatives: number (435) of and term of office (2

yrs.)number per state determined by state population;
● Name of current Speaker of the House
● Names of current US Senators from Missouri
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● Names of current US Representatives from greater St.
Louis region

American Government:
Rights and Responsibilities

● Voting: eligibility, including age
● Responsibilities of citizens: serve on jury, obey laws of the

US, serve in military if called; pay taxes
● Selective Service/ Draft: purpose and age of required

registration
● Pledge of Allegiance: oath to the US
● Federal Income Tax: due date ( April 15)

American History:
Colonial Period and

Independence

● Reasons colonists came to the Americas
● Inhabitants in Americas before Europeans
● Name of group of people forcibly taken to Americas as

slaves
● Reasons colonists fought Britain for independence

● Author of Declaration of Independence
● Date of adoption of Declaration of Independence
● Names of thirteen original colonies

● When and where Constitution was created
● Authors of Federalist papers

● Benjamin Franklin- accomplishments( Postmaster,
inventor, printer, politician, author)

● George Washington: Father of Our Country and 1st
President
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American History:
1800s

● Louisiana Purchase: date and country purchased from

● Major Wars of 1800s: Mexican-American, Civil and War of
1812

● Emancipation Proclamation: purpose and author

● Susan B. Anthony: women’s rights activist

American History:

Recent American History and
Other Important Historical

Information

● Wars fought in the 1900s: WWI, WWII, Korean, Vietnam

● Woodrow Wilson: President during WWI

● Franklin Roosevelt: President during Depression and WWII
● WWII: Allies and Enemies of the US
● Dwight D. Eisenhower, post-WWII president
● Communism and the Cold War

● Civil Rights Movement and role of Martin Luther King Jr.

● Major Events in US on Sept. 11, 2001

● Names of major American Indian tribes in the US

Integrated Civics:
Geography of US

● Two longest rivers in the United States
● Oceans bordering our east and west coasts
● United States Territories
● States bordering Canada
● States bordering Mexico
● Capital of the United States
● Location of the Statue of Liberty
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Integrated Civics:
Symbols of US

● Name of National anthem
● US Flag:

○ number of stars and what they represent
○ number of stripes and what they represent

Integrated Civics:
Holidays

● Names, dates and reasons for major national holidays
○ Independence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day,

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Memorial Day,
Presidents’ Day,

Link to Study and Review Resources for the Civics Education Initiative Test

Civics Test Study Materials U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service study materials

Civics Test Flash Cards U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service question flashcards

Civics Practice Test U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service practice tests

Quick Civics Lessons for Test Review U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service study guide

Civics Education Initiative Practice Tests Joe Foss Institute Practice Tests

Video Study Guide for Civics Test Joe Foss Institute Video Study Guide with one minute mini- lessons for each question

https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learners/study-test
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/see-all-section-items-title-right/Civics%20Flash%20Cards%20for%20the%20Naturalization%20Test/55236?destination=node/41139
https://my.uscis.gov/prep/test/civics
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Office%20of%20Citizenship/Citizenship%20Resource%20Center%20Site/Publications/PDFs/M-638_red.pdf
http://joefossinstitute.org/civics-curriculum/us-citizenship-test/
http://joefossinstitute.org/civics-curriculum/

