
Student Assessment Literacy Project

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is SAL-P, Student Assessment Literacy Project.  It has been created for you, your family, your teachers and your school principal. It is about being assessment literate.

Let’s find out what it all means. 



In a democratic society, 
students have the right to be 

informed in order to make 
educated academic decisions 

that will impact their lives. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students throughout the United States take many tests to determine if they have mastered the content their teachers have presented and how well they have mastered it.

Why should you be assessment literate?

It is your right  to know…..
the target or information on which your will be assessed.
what each test measures and how you will be assessed.  
how assessment information is reported and what the scores mean, 
And  your academic strength and weaknesses.



What should you Know?

The purpose of
 State Assessments:
 Florida Standards Assessment (FSA)
 Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS)
 Florida Standards End-of-Course Assessments (EOC) 

 Local Assessments:
 Palm Beach County District Diagnostic Test 
 iReady Diagnostic Assessments
 Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI)
 Florida Standards Quizzes (FSQ)
 Next Generation Standards Quizzes (NGSQ)
 Unit Standards Assessments (USA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation includes information on the assessments administered by the State of Florida and by the School District of Palm Beach County.
By the end of this presentation you will 
understand the purpose of each test you will be taking during the course of the year: 
The Statewide Assessments include the following:
the Florida Standards Assessments; 
the Next Generation Standard Assessments; and 
the End of Course Assessments

The Local Assessments include the following:
the Palm Beach County Diagnostic tests;
the iReady Diagnostic Assessments;
the Scholastic Reading Inventory; 
the Florida Standard Quizzes, or FSQs;
the Next Generation Standards Quizzes or NGSQs;
And the Unit Standard Assessments or USAs



What should you Know?

 How to read and interpret assessment scores
 Understanding where you are in your learning, and
 Where you need to be

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You should also know how to read and interpret the reported scores generated for each of the mentioned tests. And MOST OF ALL…

You will have a clear picture of the scores you have attained and the scores for which you need to strive.  

In other words, where you ARE in your learning and where you NEED or WANT to be.  



1. What are standards? 

2. Why is assessment so important?

3. What does accountability mean?

4. In what ways are these three concepts 
related?

The answer to these FOUR questions

What should you Know?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four questions you should be able to answer: 
What are standards?
Why is assessment so important?
What does accountability mean?
And, In what ways are these three concepts related?
For example: We have standards or expectations for the products we buy.  When we buy a products we expect that they will work. This is the standard we have for the things we buy. As soon as we get home we try out the product we bought.  This is the assessment.  If the product doesn’t work we take it back to the store.  We either request our money back or a product that works.  That is holding the company accountable for the products they sell. 
How does this relate to school? Well, the Standards provide teachers with the skills and knowledge students are expected to learn. There are State created tests that inform you, your teachers and your parents whether or not you have met or learned the standards for your grade level. You are expected to meet the standards for your grade. If not, then you will be held accountable. You might be retained or have to participate in tutoring programs or intensive classes. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
How you perform on assessments during your school years impacts your future goals. 
The people you see on this slide have testing in common.  
Testing is part of our way of life. Doctors, teachers, mechanics, dentists and many, many, more people have to take tests before they can get a job. No one wants to go to a doctor who doesn’t have a degree or who didn’t pass the required exams. 
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Landscaping Worker = $27,460

Security Guard = $28,460
Construction Worker = $36,550

Carpenter = $33980
Secretary = $50,220

Firefighter = $52,390
Electrician = $55,590

Guidance Counselor = $56,170
Elementary Teacher = $60,440

Nurse = $67,480
Accountant = $75,280

Mathematician = $112,560
Dentist = $177,130

Surgeon = $247,520

Reading Ability

Information compiled from U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_nat.htm#00-0000 May 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s important to do well in school, to try your best in all subject areas and pass all assessments.
Reading ability is related to job selection in the future.  Your future success is determined by the choices you make during your school life;  and how seriously you take learning and testing.
Literate people have choices. 
The higher your reading level the more opportunities you will have in choosing the job you want. 



Looking at the Assessments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at the assessments I mentioned before and their purpose.
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• Language Arts
• Reading
• Writing

• Mathematics

What is the purpose of the FSA?

To ASSESS if you are learning the Florida 
Standards in

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FSA assesses the Florida Standards in the areas of English Language Arts and Mathematics. English Language Arts  includes reading and writing.



To ASSESS if you are learning the Florida 
Standards in 

• Algebra 1 

• Geometry

What is the purpose of the 
FSA EOC Assessments?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EOC Assessments assess if students are learning the FSA benchmarks in Algebra 1 and Geometry. Your teacher will tell you how this score will affect your final course grade.



To ASSESS if you are learning the Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards in 

• Science 

 Grade 5

 Grade 8

What is the purpose of the 
Statewide Science Assessments?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are in grade 5 or grade 8, the Statewide Science Assessments assess if you are learning the standards in Science.



To ASSESS if you are learning the Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards in 

• Biology 1

• U. S. History

• Civics

What is the purpose of the 
NGSSS EOC Assessments?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The NGSSS EOC Assessments assess if students are learning the NGSSS standards in Biology, U. S. History and Civics. 



What is the purpose of the Florida 
Standards Quizzes(FSQ), the Next 
Generation Standards Quizzes (NGSQ) 
and the Unit Standards Assessments?

• To MONITOR your learning of the FSA and 
NGSSS in  

• English Language Arts

• Mathematics

• Science

• Social Studies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FSQs, the NGSQs and the USAs are the local assessments that help your teachers monitor your progress on the ELA, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies standards being addressed throughout the year.
 



• To determine your reading comprehension 
level 

• To check your reading progress 
throughout the year and from year to year.

What is the purpose of the Scholastic 
Reading Inventory (SRI)?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Scholastic Reading Inventory, the SRI, is used to determine student reading comprehension levels.  The information gathered is used to check student progress throughout the year and from year to year.   



To provide your teacher with 
insight on your academic 
strengths and weaknesses.

What is the purpose of the Palm Beach 
County Diagnostic Tests?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Diagnostics are administered in the same content areas that are assessed by the FSA and the EOCs. 

They are district developed tests. Your teacher uses the results to determine your strengths and weaknesses in those content areas. 
This information helps your teachers to work on the areas that you need further instruction or clarification.  



• To measure your Reading and 
Mathematics ability

• To help teachers monitor your 
progress towards end-of-year 
targets

What is the purpose of the iReady
Diagnostic Assessment?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The iReady Diagnostic Assessments are administered in reading and mathematics. 

The results measure your ability to read and your mathematics skills. 

This information helps your teachers to monitor your progress towards end-of-year goals.
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• Move from grade to grade

• Be college and career ready

These are the instruments the state uses to make 
sure that every  student has the knowledge and skills
they need to:

Why are the FSA and NGSSS EOC
Assessments so important?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every state in the United States is required to determine if students are acquiring the knowledge and skills they need to move from one grade level to another; if they are prepared to move into a college or university; and if they are on their way to be career ready once they graduate.
 
The state of Florida uses the FSA and the EOCs to determine how all its students are learning what they need to learn at their grade level. 



 To pass or retain students (FSA  Grade 3) 

 As graduation requirements 

 For School Grade accountability 

How are the FSA and NGSSS EOC 
Assessments scores used?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FSA score is one of the tools used in determining promotion or retention for students in Grade 3 -5 .
The FSA and the EOCs scores are also used in determining student eligibility for graduation.  These assessments form part of the graduation requirements.
These scores are also used to grade Florida schools. 
For middle and high school level students, these scores are one of the results used in determining if you need to be placed in remedial reading and/or mathematics courses or be able to choose elective classes of your choice.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to set your goals for the year, you need to know where you are academically and where you NEED or WANT to be. 




Example of Elementary SAL-P Form – EDW – RTTOR0035

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are an elementary student, this is an example of the report you might receive that contains your individual assessment scores. 
It contains your most recent assessment information and provides a space where you can include your goals. 



Example of Secondary SAL-P Form – EDW - RTSOA0567

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are in Middle School or High School, this is an example of the report you might receive that contains your individual scores. 
It contains your most recent assessment information and a space to include your goals. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of the statewide assessment results available in SIS for your parents/families and teachers.




School Name

School Name

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of the statewide assessment results available in SIS for your parents/families and teachers.




 This score describes how well 
you are learning the Florida 
Standards in English Language 
Arts and Mathematics.  

 It is based on what you are 
expected to know at your grade 
level. 

 It is  used to determine your 
progress from grade to grade. Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5
A DSS at Level 3 or above.

What should your FSA ELA and Mathematics 
Developmental Scale Score (DSS) goal be?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Attaining a Level 3 on the FSA assessments demonstrates a satisfactory level of success .  Therefore, your goal should be to score within Level 3 or higher.
This score describes  your achievement of the standards in reading or mathematics. It is based on grade level expectation and determines your progress from grade to grade. 
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FSA ELA 
Achievement Scale Scores 

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
3 240 - 284 285 - 299 300 - 314 315 - 329 330 - 360
4 251 - 296 297 - 310 311 - 324 325 - 339 340 - 372
5 257 - 303 304 - 320 321 - 335 336 - 351 352 - 385
6 259 - 308 309 - 325 326 - 338 339 - 355 356 - 391
7 267 - 317 318 - 332 333 - 345 346 - 359 360 - 397
8 274 - 321 322 - 336 337 - 351 352 - 365 366 - 403
9 276 - 327 328 - 342 343 - 354 355 - 369 370 - 407
10 284 - 333 334 - 349 350 - 361 362 - 377 378 -412

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are Achievement Level Scores for FSA ELA grades 3 through 10..
You should aim for a score no less than Level 3.
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FSA Mathematics 
Achievement Scale Scores 

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
3 240 - 284 285 - 296 297 - 310 311 - 326 327 - 360
4 251 - 298 299 - 309 310 - 324 325 - 339 340 - 376
5 256 - 305 306 - 319 320 - 333 334 - 349 350 - 388
6 260 - 309 310 - 324 325 - 338 339 - 355 356 - 390
7 269 - 315 316 - 329 330 - 345 346 - 359 360 - 391
8 273 - 321 322 - 336 337 - 352 353 - 364 365 - 393

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the Achievement Level Scores for FSA Mathematics grades 3 through 9.
Remember your goal is no less than Level 3.




 This score describes how well you are learning the 
SSS in Science.  

 It is based on what you are expected to know at your 
grade level. 

A Scale Score at Level 3 or above.

What should your Statewide Assessment 
Science Scale Score goal be?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are in grades 5 or 8, your Science goal should be to score within Level 3 or above.
This score describes your success on the NGSSS in science.



Statewide Science Assessments
Scale Scores 

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
5 140 – 184 185 – 199 200 – 214 215 – 224 225 - 260

8 140 – 184 185 – 202 203 – 214 215 – 224 225 - 260

28

Above 
Satisfactory

Satisfactory Mastery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This chart shows the Statewide Science Assessment Scale Scores ranges for each achievement level for grades 5 and 8.




 This score describes how well you are learning the 
FSA.  

 It is based on what you are expected to know. 

A Scale Score at Level 3 or above.

What should your FSA and NGSSS EOC 
Assessment Scale Score goal be?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each of the FSA and EOC Assessments, your goal should be to score Level 3 or above.
These scores describe your success with the content of the standards.



Algebra 1 FSA EOC Assessment 
Scale Scores 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

425 - 486 487 - 496 497 - 517 518 - 531 532 - 575

30

Above 
Satisfactory

Satisfactory Mastery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are Achievement Level Scores for Algebra 1 FSA EOC.
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Above 
Satisfactory

Satisfactory Mastery

Geometry FSA EOC 
Assessment Scale Scores 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

425 - 485 486 - 498 499 - 520 521 - 532 533 - 575

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are Achievement Level Scores for Geometry FSA EOC.




Biology 1 NGSSS EOC Assessment 
Scale Scores 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

325 - 368 369 – 394 395 – 420 421 – 430 431 - 475

32

Above 
Satisfactory

Satisfactory Mastery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are Achievement Level Scores for Biology 1 NGSSS EOC.




U. S. History NGSSS EOC Assessment 
Scale Scores 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

325-377 378-396 397-416 417-431 432-475

33

Above 
Satisfactory

Satisfactory Mastery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are Achievement Level Scores for the U. S. History NGSSS EOC.




Civics NGSSS EOC Assessment 
Scale Scores 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

325-375 376-393 394-412 413-427 428-475

34

Above 
Satisfactory

Satisfactory Mastery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are Achievement Level Scores for Civics NGSSS EOC.





What should your FSQs, NGSQs and USAs 
goal be?

 This percentage describes how well you are learning 
the standards assessed.  

At least 75% Mastery

75% to 100%

50% to 74%

0% to 49%

Mastery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each of the FSQs, NGSQs and USAs, your goal should be to attain at least 75% mastery on the standards assessed by the assessment.
This percentage describe your success with the content on the FSQs, NGSQs and the USAs.




Grade 
Level On-Grade Level Lexile Score

3 534

4 720

5 836

6 872

7 948

8 1045

9 1113

10 1156

This score 

 describes  your reading 
level,

 is used to check your 
reading progress, and 

 is used to select books 
that are right for your 
reading ability.

What should your SRI Lexile goal be?

 The Reading Lexile that corresponds to your 
grade level or higher.  (See the chart below.)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your SRI goal should be to match your on-grade level reading Lexile or higher.
This chart shows the on-grade level Lexile scores for grades 3 to 10. 
Find your grade level and consider this Lexile or higher to be your SRI Lexile  goal. This score helps you monitor your reading progress and select books that are appropriate for your reading ability.



Your teachers receive a detailed 
report on how you answered each of 
the test questions. 

This report helps your teachers plan 
instruction and give you feedback on 
your progress on each of the FSA/  
NGSSS EOC Assessment 
benchmarks.

 It is the test your teachers use to see how well you are 
attaining the knowledge and skills you need to do 
well on the  FSA and the NGSSS Assessments.

Why is the Palm Beach County 
Diagnostic Test important?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Palm Beach County Diagnostic Test results are used by teachers to see how well you are learning the Florida Standards. 

Because the Diagnostic tests are developed using assessment guidelines, they provide valuable information on how well you are mastering the benchmarks assessed by these tests.
Your teachers have access to numerous reports detailing student, class, school and district information on test questions assessed on the Diagnostic test.  They analyze the information in these reports and provide you with feedback on your progress. They also develop instructional plans to remediate your weaknesses and  build on your strengths. 




 To attain the scale score that corresponds to your 
grade level or higher

What should your iReady Diagnostic 
Assessment goal be in Reading?

Overall Reading Scale Scores
On Level 
Ranges

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

Early 262-395 434-457 489-512 511-544 557-578 581-608 598-615

Mid 396-423 458-479 513-536 545-560 579-602 609-629 616-640

Late 424-479 480-536 537-560 561-602 603-629 630-640 641-653

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The iReady Diagnostic Assessments are used by your teachers to see how well you are learning the skills in reading and mathematics. 

Each time you take the assessment, you receive a scale score.  These are the overall Reading scale scores.

The scale score is a score your should reach    for your grade level and the time of year you take the assessment.   

Your teachers uses the results to determine if you are making progress towards end-of-year goals. 

They analyze your results and provide you with feedback on your progress. 

They also develop instructional plans to remediate your weaknesses and build on your strengths. 




 To attain the scale score that corresponds to your 
grade level or higher

What should your iReady Diagnostic 
Assessment goal be in Mathematics?

Overall Mathematics Scale Scores
On Level 
Ranges

Grade K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6

Early 362-372 402-412 428-440 449-463 465-481 480-497 495-513

Mid 373-411 413-454 441-496 464-506 482-516 498-526 514-540

Late 412-454 455-496 497-506 507-516 517-526 527-540 541-564

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the iReady overall mathematics scale scores.

Like the reading scale scores, they represent the score you should reach in mathematics for your grade level.
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THE CONTEST IS ABOUT WHAT 
YOU HAVE DONE AND WHAT YOU

ARE CAPABLE OF DOING.  

YOU MEASURE YOURSELF 
AGAINST YOURSELF AND  

NOBODY ELSE. Danielle Brandt, 
Mathematics Coach 

Jeaga Middle School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers are interested in your academic progress. They know how important it is to do well. They want you to succeed. 
As one mathematics teacher in our district said, “The contest is about what you have done and what you are capable of doing.  You measure yourself against yourself and nobody else.
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YOUR 
TEACHER 

CAN ASSIST 
YOU IN 

ATTAINING 
YOUR GOAL.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your teachers are preparing you with the information you need to do well in school and achieve your academic goals. Together with your teachers, you can make progress toward your goal and increase your assessment scores.



Set your goals
Learn the content – whatever it takes, you’ll get there

Self-assess  (evaluate your learning)
Accept constructive feedback

Act on feedback
Persist when challenges occur – keep trying

Reflect on and monitor your progress
Take responsibility for your performance

Celebrate your successes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Don’t forget:  
To set your goals
To learn the content information that is presented.
To evaluate your learning
To accept and reflect on the feedback provided by your teachers and others reviewing your work
To act on the feedback as appropriate.
To reflect and monitor the progress you are making on your studies.
Others can help with your work, but it is your individual responsibility to succeed.
And most importantly, you should celebrate your triumphs. Success feels good. You should enjoy your effort and hard work.  



HAVE A GREAT LEARNING YEAR!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Don’t forget to have a great learning year. 

Thank you.
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