
Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

 Irma Czubaj Board of Education Room, Woodrow Wilson Elementary School 

Tuesday, August 27, 2024 

6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Board President called meeting to order  

Roll Call:  Denise McCowan – President  

  Zachary Smith – Vice President 

  Stephanie Dombrowski 

  Jennifer L. Kregg 

  Ava-Marie Shonitsky – excused  

  Gary Sieczkarek – absent  

  James Stachewicz 

 

Motion by J. Stachewicz seconded by S. Dombrowski, to approve the minutes of 

the Reorganizational Meeting and the Regular Meeting of July 15, 2024, as well 

as the Special Meeting of July 29, 2024.  

 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
 

Motion by Z. Smith seconded by J. Kregg, to approve the Treasurer’s Report for 

the month of July, 2024 as submitted. 
 

 Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
 

Motion by S. Dombrowski seconded by J. Stachewicz, to approve the School 

Lunch Reports for the months of June and July, 2024 as submitted. 
 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
 

Motion by Z. Smith seconded by J. Kregg, to approve the Appropriation Status 

Report and the Revenue Report for the period ending July 31, 2024 as submitted. 
 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
 

Motion by J. Kregg seconded by S. Dombrowski, to suspend the reading of each 

Warrant payment and to approve payments for the General Fund, School Lunch 

Fund, Special Aid Fund and Capital Fund as submitted. 
 

 Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
 

Presentation – Mrs. Janelle Finn, Assistant Superintendent – overview of District 

Comprehensive Improvement Plan and Professional Development Plan. 

Motion by Z. Smith seconded by J. Stachewicz, to accept the following 

resignations: 

• Jesse Brodka, Consultant Teacher at John F. Kennedy High School, 

effective July 25, 2024. 

• Rebecca Balmer, School Counselor at John F. Kennedy High School, 

effective August 7, 2024. 

• Jessica N. Freeman, rescind the July 15, 2024 Spanish Teacher 

appointment at John F. Kennedy High School. 
 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by J. Kregg seconded by S. Dombrowski, that upon the recommendation 

of the Superintendent of Schools, Chellse Ilkiwskyj, certified in Childhood 

Education (Grades 1-6) with certification as a Library Media Specialist 

forthcoming, be appointed to the Library Media Specialist Position at Theodore 

Roosevelt Elementary School effective August 28, 2024.  This position holds a 

probationary period beginning August 28, 2024 through August 27, 2028.  

Compensation and benefits as per the TAC contract. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
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Motion by J. Stachewicz seconded by J. Kregg, that upon the recommendation of 

the Superintendent of Schools, Kamilla Marschner, certified in Biology (Grades 

7-12), Chemistry (Grades 7-12) and Physics (Grades 7-12), be appointed to the 

Science Teacher position at John F. Kennedy High School effective August 28, 

2024. This position holds a probationary period beginning August 28, 2024 

through August 27, 2028.  Compensation and benefits as per the TAC contract. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by S. Dombrowski seconded by J. Stachewicz, that upon the 

recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, Melissa DiVirgilio, certified in 

Students with Disabilities (Grades 7-12) and Mathematics (Grades 5-9 and 7-12), 

be appointed to the Consultant Teacher position at John F. Kennedy Middle 

School effective August 28, 2024.  This position holds a probationary period 

beginning August 28, 2024 through August 27, 2028.  Compensation and benefits 

as per the TAC contract. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by J. Stachewicz seconded by Z. Smith, that upon the recommendation of 

the Superintendent of Schools, David Mansfield, certified in Special Education, 

be appointed to the Consultant Teacher position at John F. Kennedy Middle 

School and High School effective August 28, 2024.  This position holds a 

probationary period beginning August 28, 2024 through August 27, 2028.  

Compensation and benefits as per the TAC contract. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by Z. Smith seconded by J. Kregg, that upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent of Schools, Alexis Cacciatore, having initial certification in 

School Counseling, be appointed to the School Counselor position at John F. 

Kennedy High School effective August 28, 2024.  This position holds a 

probationary period beginning August 28, 2024 through August 27, 2028.  

Compensation and benefits as per the TAC contract. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by S. Dombrowski seconded by J. Kregg, that upon the recommendation 

of the Superintendent of Schools, the recommended and submitted Club Advisor 

and Volunteer Coach shall be appointed for the 2024-2025 school year.  

Compensation as per the TAC contract with no compensation for the Volunteer 

Coach. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by J. Stachewicz seconded by Z. Smith, to approve the list of teaching 

substitutes as submitted. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by Z. Smith seconded by S. Dombrowski, to approve the recommendation 

from the CPSE / CSE as submitted. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by J. Stachewicz seconded by Z. Smith, to approve the second reading  

of the District Wide Safety Plan, which was presented on June 18, 2024 by  

Mr. Mochrie, for the 2024-2025 school year and approve of said plan. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
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Motion by S. Dombrowski seconded by J. Kregg, to approve the following 

District Plans for the 2024-2025 school year: 

• District Wide Mentoring Plan 

• Professional Development Plan (PDP) 

• District Comprehensive Improvement Plan (DCIP) 

• School Comprehensive Education Plan (SCEP) 

 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

 

Motion by Z. Smith seconded by S. Dombrowski, to adopt the following 

resolution: 

WHEREAS, the Assessor of the Town of Cheektowaga has certified to the Board 

of Education, that the total assessed evaluation of real property including special 

franchises, subject to taxation of Cheektowaga-Sloan UFSD lying in the town of 

Cheektowaga as shown on the completed tax roll of the said Town of 

Cheektowaga, for the year 2024-25 in the sum of $762,996,869. 

 

WHEREAS, the Assessor of the Town of West Seneca has certified to the Board 

of Education, that the total assessed evaluation of real property including special 

franchises, subject to taxation of Cheektowaga-Sloan UFSD lying within the 

Town of West Seneca, as shown on the completed tax roll of the said Town of 

West Seneca, for the 2024-25 school year in the sum of $12,466,618. 

 

WHEREAS, the equalized rate of taxation for school taxes in the Cheektowaga-

Sloan UFSD, as fixed by the New York State Equalization Board, duly made and 

filed with the Board of Education of the Cheektowaga-Sloan UFSD, with said 

Towns in as follows:  for the Town of Cheektowaga 80.00% and for the Town of 

West Seneca 25.00%. 

 

WHEREAS. the portion of the budget fully adopted by the qualified inhabitants 

of Cheektowaga-Sloan UFSD for the current year, which commenced July 1, 

2024 and shall end June 30, 2025, shall be levied and spread upon the taxable 

property within the said Towns as follows:  on property lying within the Town of 

Cheektowaga, at the rate of $19.452053 per each thousand dollars of assessed 

valuation.  On property lying within the Town of West Seneca at the rate of 

$62.246571 per each thousand dollars of assessed valuation. 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the amount of the budget for the current 

year to be raised by levy taxes of $15,617,860 be levied and spread upon the 

taxable property of Cheektowaga-Sloan UFSD at the rate herein before 

determined and fixed by the Board of Education. 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the District Clerk of the Cheektowaga-

Sloan UFSD prior to the 1st day of October, file with the Clerk of Erie County 

Legislature verification of adopting of the tax budget and tax rate. 
 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

 

Motion by J. Kregg seconded by J. Stachewicz, to approve the requests from 

Janelle Finn and Elizabeth Zaccarine to deem the equipment and books submitted 

as obsolete and dispose of the same. 

 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 
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Motion by S. Dombrowski seconded by J. Stachewicz, to approve the request 

from the Town of Cheektowaga to use the John F. Kennedy High School 

Auditorium on September 18, 2024 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

Motion Carried              4 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  1 Abstain 

Motion by J. Stachewicz seconded by Z. Smith, to approve the request from the 

Town of Cheektowaga Youth and Recreation Department to use the John F. 

Kennedy High School pool on Wednesday evenings beginning October 2, 2024 – 

April 30, 2025 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

Motion by S. Dombrowski seconded by J. Kregg, to approve the following 

Fundraising requests: 

• John F. Kennedy High School Student Council to sell dance tickets for the  

Homecoming Dance for $15.00 each.  The Homecoming Dance will be 

held on Saturday, September 21, 2024.  Proceeds will go toward future 

activities during the school year and donations to charitable causes. 

• John F. Kennedy High School Student Council to sell tickets for the “Car 

Smash,” which will be held at the Bonfire on Friday, September 20, 2024.  

All money raised will be donated to families in need in our School District 

during the holiday season. 

• John F. Kennedy High School Class of 2025 to hold a Gourmet Cookies 

and More fundraiser from November 4, 2024 through November 15, 2024 

(approximate delivery will be December 6, 2024).  Profits will be used to 

off-set the cost of senior events. 

 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

 

Motion by J. Kregg seconded by S. Dombrowski, to approve the end of year 

budgetary transfers as submitted. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

 

Motion by S. Dombrowski seconded by J. Kregg, to adjourn this meeting  

at 7:22 p.m. 

Motion Carried              5 Ayes  0 Noes  2 Absent  0 Abstain 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

       

 
 

 

Denise Knaebe 

      District Clerk 
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