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8th Grade
Course Offerings

Current 7th Graders



8th Grade Math Options*

Algebra 8
Extended 
Algebra

Enriched 
Algebra

*will not run in 24-25

 *each course requires at least 10 enrolled students to run



Enriched 
Algebra Algebra 8 Extended 

Algebra

8th Grade Math Options*

● Base curriculum: NYS Algebra 1 ✔ ✔ ✔

● Includes Next Gen Math 8 Standards ✔ ✔ ✔

● Students take NYS Math 8 Assessment ✔ ✔ ✔

● Open Enrollment ✔ ✔ ✔

● Students take NYS Algebra Regents ✔ ✔



8th Grade Math Options*

Enriched Algebra Algebra 8 Extended Algebra

● High level of challenge

● June Regents Exam ✔

● Enrichment topics

● Student independence: 
student constructed 
guides and summary 
sheets

● High School Credit ✔

● HS Transcript ✔

● Completion of NYS 
Algebra 1 Curriculum

● June Regents Exam ✔

● Teacher provided 
note-taking guides, 
objective sheets, etc.

● Co-Teacher support

● High School Credit ✔

● HS Transcript ✔

● Year 1 of 2: Covers part 
of the NYS Algebra 1 
Curriculum

● Foundational 
Skill-Building

● Regents Exam in June 
of 9th Grade

Teacher Recommendations



HGHS  
Math 
Flowchart



Equity of 
Access to 
Rigor & 
Emerging 
College 
Trends



2023 NYSED Scores: 
CCSD Math % Proficient & NYS Percentile Rank
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8th Grade Science Options*

Life 
Science: 
Biology

Science 8

*Bell MS Only

 *each course requires at least 10 enrolled students to run



Life 
Science: 
Biology

Science 8

8th Grade Science Options*

● Aligned to Next Generation Science Standards ✔ ✔

● Students take NYS Regents Exam ✔

● Students take NYS Science 8 Assessment ✔

● Open Enrollment ✔ ✔



HS Science Update

Effective Fall 2024



Current System

⊡ Rising 9th graders choose 
to take two of four 
semester-long science 
electives as freshmen

Feedback on System

● Some liked variety 
elective options

● Concerns about rigor

● Sequencing Concerns

● Need for an additional 
option for rising 9th 
graders who seek a 
more challenging 
course load 



Should we add a full-year, more traditional option 

The Chemistry / Physics 1st debate

Impact on current elective choices

Impact on a student’s HS science 4-year experience 

Staffing & Budget implications

Impact on science sequence

Logistics of sign up

Considerations



PHYSICS 9 (Physical Science: 1 credit)

The course aims to instill curiosity about the natural world.  The course will introduce ninth-grade 
students to essential physics concepts such as motion, forces, energy, electromagnetism, and 
waves. Concepts will be brought to life through hands-on experiments, interactive demonstrations, 
and engaging discussions. Students will be encouraged to ask questions, make predictions, and 
conduct experiments to discover the answers.  Designed for students without prior physics 
experience, the curriculum uses an inquiry-based learning approach to enhance critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills. This course will be most accessible to students with a strong mathematical 
background.

New Course Option

Open Enrollment 



Revised:

HGHS 
Science 
Flowchart

NEW Option
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Physics 9 - Recommended Student Profile
● Mathematical Proficiency
● Academic Curiosity
● Problem-Solving Skills
● Scientific Communication
● Independence and Collaboration
● Time to Devote to Course



Transcript 
Adjustments
Students in Grades K-7



The HGHS Transcript

What is a Transcript?
What does it typically contain?
Why is it important?



The HGHS 
Transcript

Regents 
Exams

Cumulative GPA

8th Grade

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade



Current System

(8th grade) Algebra & 
Living Env. included in 
Cumulative GPA

All Regents Exam 
scores are reported on 
transcript

Feedback

HS Courses in 8th Grade 
feel “high stakes” due to 
impact on Cumulative 
Average

Pressure around Regents 
scores appearing on 
transcript for some 
students



❖ Transcript Reporting Requirements

❖ College/University Considerations

❖ Other School District Practices 

❖ Student Well-Being 

❖ Logistics for Parents & District

Considerations



HGHS Counselors
HGHS Department Chair 
HS & MS Administration
MS Science, Math, and Special Ed. Chairs
Colleges / University
District Departments C&I, PPS

Process & Feedback



Starting with the HGHS Class of 2029 
(current 7th Grade)

Course Weights Regents Exams
➔ Regents scores part of 

the permanent record

➔ Regents scores not on 
transcript

➔ Transcript will say: “All 
HGHS Graduates Satisfy 
NYS Regent Examination 
Requirements.”

➔ Algebra & Biology Grades 
will appear on transcript

➔ World Language - P/F

➔ Credit will be earned for 
passing the course

➔ 8th Gr. Course grades will 
not be included in HS 
Cumulative GPA 



Starting July 1, 2028, HGHS has 
adopted a transcript model 
where students are 
acknowledged to have met 
Regents requirements, instead of 
reporting exam scores. 

Profile Statement

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YBHIOPvi-lA9Eng_UCRt32HVlmWJGIJK/view


Tuesday Letter to 7th Grade Families 

1. Webinar Link & Slides
2. Instructions for Parents: 

a. How to see selections in Infinite Campus

b. How to change selections for grade 8 

c. How to schedule a meeting to discuss if you should change your 
child’s course selection

Next Steps for 7th Grade Families 

Adjustments to Course  
Selections by Wed. 5/22



“
Q&A


