PENNSYLVANIA AMERICAN LEGION
6™ — 8™ GRADE
2025 ESSAY CONTEST

“Can Social Media Affect Someone’s Life?”

1. Any student enrolled in grades 6 through 8 in a public, private, parochial, cyber charter school, or
who is home schooled in Pennsylvania is eligible to participate.

2. All essays MUST have a cover page containing the following information:
» Essay Title (As stated on this page — do not change it or you will be disqualified).
» Student's Name, address, telephone, & email address (if applicable).
» The Sponsoring American Legion Post’s number, name & location.
o To locate a local post: https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Find-a-Post

o Find a Post ,Enter city, state and zip code.
» A Parent or guardian’s name and address.

3. The title must appear on all pages of the essay, as well as the cover page.
4. ALL essays must be no less than 500 words and no more than 1,000 words.
5. Typewritten essays are preferred but not required

6. Essays shall be judged on the following:
» Proper English sfructure
» Accuracy
» Extent of information
» Originality - Any material not original must be cited in a bibliography for the information of the
judges, stating publication, volume, page, date, publisher, and author.

7. Students must certify that essays are prepared without any assistance other than that provided for
all members of their class. Lack of the certification will result in a disqualification.

8. The school may determine its own winner(s) and submit the winning essay(s) fo the sponsoring
American Legion Post(s) for judging no later than February 5, 2025. The local post shali
determine when the contest will be held and types of awards to be presented

9. The Pennsylvania American Legion Essay Program, as any program conducted by The American
Legion, is designed to provide balanced judging. It is suggested that at least three (3) qualified
judges be used.

10. Questions on this Essay Contest can be directed to the Chairman.

James Fulton, Sr.

816 Greenfield Ave The American Legion Dept. of Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh, PA 15217 PO Box 2324
(412) 216-4063 Harrisburg, PA 17105

ifulton65@yahoo.com 717-730-9100
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2025 ESSAY CONTEST RULES & REGULATIONS

Any student enrolled in grades 9 through 12 in
a public, private or parochial, cyber school or
who is home schooled in Pennsylvania is
eligible to participate.

Students

MUST prepare essays without

assistance and provide a statement to that
effect on the last page. (See winning essay’s
sample)

All essays MUST have a COVER PAGE
containing the following:

>
>
»
>
>
>

>

The Essay Title (As stated above
WITH NO CHANGES),

Student’s Name, address, telephone, &
email address (if applicable),
School Name and Address if
applicable,

Teacher’s verification of Student’s
Grade Level,

Sponsoring American Legion Post
Number & address,

Parent or guardian’s name, address
and phone number,

Student’s signature,

ALL essays (typewritten preferred but not
required) MUST be no less than 500 words
and no more than 1,000 words.

The title MUST appear on all pages of the
essay as well as the cover page.

“Is the American Dream Still Relevant Today?”

Essays shall be judged on the following:

YV VY

Proper English structure.

Accuracy.

Extent of information.

Originality - Any material not original must
be cited in a bibliography for the
information of the judges, stating
publication, volume, page, dafe, publisher
and author. Anything cited from the
internet must include a verifiable internet
address such as: hitp.//pa-
legion.com/about/our-history/

No reference shall be made, for or
against, any political candidate or political
party affiliation.

DEADLINE DATES:

BEFORE JANUARY_ 8, 2025 -
STUDENTS must submit their Essays to
a LOCAEL, AMERICAN LEGION POST.
Each high school may select one (1)
winner for each American Legion Post
in their school district. To locate a post
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/
Find-a-Post & and enter your zip code.

BEFORE JANUARY 22, 2025 -~
The American Legion Posts shall have
selected and forwarded their winning
essays to their COUNTY Essay
Chairperson.

BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 2025-
COUNTIES shall have forwarded their
winning essays to their appropriate
DISTRICT Essay Chairperson (as listed
in the current American Legion
Directory).

BEFORE FEBRUARY 25, 2025 —
DISTRICTS shall have forwarded their
winning essays to their SECTIONAL
Essay Vice Chairperson.

BEFORE MARCH 12, 2025 —~ each
SECTION (East, Central, West) shall
have selected and forwarded their
winning essay to the Department Essay
Chairperson.

The Department of Pennsylvania’'s Essay
Program’s top three winners will have
been judged and selected by

MARCH 25, 2025.

The Department of Pennsylvania will
award the following prizes to those top
three (3) winning Essays.

> First Place Winner will be
awarded a $3,500, a plaque and
a trip to the PA American
Legion Convention in July to
read the winning essay to the
mmmm.:,_c_ma delegates.

» The Second Place Winner will
receive $3,000 and a plaque,

» The Third Place Winner will
receive $2,500 and a plaque.
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1. Any student entering the competition must be under
the age of 20 years on the date of the National Contest.

2. The student must be presently enrolled in a high
school or junior high school (public, parochial,
military, private or home school}, commencing with
grade nine and terminating with grade twelve, during
the time of participation at any level of the Contest.

3. The student must either live in or attend school in
Pennsylvania and can only compete in Pennsylvania.

4. The student must submit an application to any
Pennsylvania Post for sponsorship by December 1,
2024. A local Post can be found at

5. The contest will consist of two parts; an 8§ to 10~
minute memorized oration on some phase of the
United States Constitution and a 3 to 5-minute oration
on one of four “assigned topics” selected by the
National Organization. These four topics can be found
at https://www.legion.org/oratorical/topics

6. The contestant may not use any notes, props,
amplification or prompts during the oration.

7. A minimum of five judges will judge all contests at
the District level and above. Local and County
contests may use a minimum of three judges.

§. Al contests at the District level and above shall
sonform with National Contest procedures, rules and
regulations. The “assigned topics™ shall be used at all
levels of competition. National Contest rules can be
found at https:

9. Assigned Tabulators will review and tabulate the
Judged’ score sheets. The Contest Chair will verify the
results and announce the contest winners, .

10. The judges’ score sheets, the tabulation forms and
the timekeepers’ cards all become the property of the
Department of Pennsylvania Oratorical Committee.

11. Barring unforeseen circumstances, any student
that enters the Oratorical program must be available
to compete on the date of the Department Contest and
must be available to compete at the National Contest
from May 16-18 in Hilisdale, Michigan.

12. The Oratorical Committec has established the
following dates BY WHICH the various contests
must be held, if required, and the winner’s name
and contact information sent to the next level of
competition: (Dates subject to change. Check with the
appropriate competition level to confirm.)

Application to any Pennsylvania Post no later than
{NLT) December 1, 2024

School or Post Contest NLT December 29, 2024
County Contest NLT January 12, 2025

District Contest NI.T January 26, 2025
Inter-District Contest NLT February 9, 2025
Sectional Contest NLT February 23, 2025
Department Contest ON March 8, 2025
National Contest from May 16-18, 2025

13. The Department Contest will be held in Harrisburg
at 10:00 AM on Saturday, March 8, 2025. A banquet
to honor the Department Contest competitors will be
held on Friday evening, March 7, 2025.

14. The Department Contest in March will be under
the direct supervision of the Oratorical Committee;
final authority on all issues raised will remain with the
Oratorical Committee.

15. The Department winner must be certified with
National Headquarters. If for any reason the
Department winner is unable to compete at the
National Contest, the Department First Runner-up will
be substituted, following approval by National.

16. Additional contest resources can be found at
https:/fwww.legion.oreforatorical




The American Legion
High School Oratorical Sc

%A Consti

Oﬁ‘icz’al Rules

Generat information

The purpose of The American Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Program “A
Constitutional Speech Contest” is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the Constitution of
the United States among high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the development
of leadership qualities, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for
acceptance of the duties and responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.

Scholarships

Scholarship awards are presented to the three finalists in the final round of the national contest as foi-
lows; 1st place: $25,000; 2nd place: $22,500; 3rd place: $20,000. Each department (state) winner who is
certified and participates in the first round of the national contest will receive a $2,000 schelarship. Each
first round winner who advances to and participates in the second round, but does not advance to the final
round, will receive an additional $2,000 scholarship to pursue education beyond high school.

The national organization of The American Legion will award scholarships to the three finalists,
department winners, and first round winners who are eliminated during the second round of competi-
tion. These scholarships may be used to attend any college, trade school, or university in the United
States.

A contestant must give both his or her prepared oration and the assigned topic discourse to receive
the scholarship.

In addition to the scholarships awarded by the national organization, there are several hundred
scholarships awarded at the discretion of intermediate organizations, to participants at post, district or
county, and department levels of competition.

Department contestis

Arrangements for contests leading to the department finals shall be the responsibility of each depart-
ment (state) organization of The American Legion. For those levels of competition prior to the depart-
ment finals, the rules and regulations set forth in this brochure are not mandatory — they are offered
as a guideline. However, all department finals contests shall conform with national contest procedures,
rules and regulations, if the department wishes its finalist to compete in the national finals,

A winner certified to the National Americanism Division of The American Legion by a department
which did not conduct its final competition in conformity with the rules and regulations as set forth
herein may, in the judgment of the Chairman of the Americanism Commission or the Chairman’s
representative, be disqualified from competition in the national contest,

Each department may certify one contestant into the national contest. If for any reason the depart-
ment winner is unable to compete in the national contest, the department first runner-up may be substi-
tuted following approval by The American Legion’s National Americanism Comnnission. A department
first runner-up accepted into national competition will be entitled to all national awards, entitlements
and compensation that the department winner would have received had sheshe participated at that level,
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For information about the Oratorical Contest in your state,

contact your American Legion post or department headquarters.

Eligibility

Eligible participants in the contest shall be citizens of or
lawfil permanent residents of the United States,

All contestants must be bona fide students herein described
as any student under the age of 20 years on the date of the
national contest who is presently enrolled in a high school or
junior high school (public, parochial, military, private or state
accredited home school) in which the curriculum of said high
school is considered to be of high school level, commencing with
grade nine and terminating with grade 12. Students must be
enrolled in high school or junior high school during the time of
participation at any level of The American Legion National High
School Oratorical Contest.

High school students that graduate early during the school
year are eligible to compete if they are not enrolled in a college,
university, trade school or other institution of higher learning at
the time of the department finals contest,

Contestants must be either legally domiciled within or attend
an educational institution within the department (state) where
they enter competition. Contestants can enter competition in
only one department.

The three finalists of the national contest will be ineligible
for further participation at any level.

Prepared oration

The subject to be used for the prepared oration in the
Oratorical Contest must be on some aspect of the Constitution
of the United States with emphasis to the attendant duties and
obligations of a citizen to our government. The same subject
and oration used in the department contest must be used in the
national contest.

The prepared oration must be the original effort of each
centestant and must not take up less than 8 minutes or more
than 10 minutes for delivery.

Contestants may have in their possession a copy of their
prepared oration in the first holding room. The copy may be
electronic or paper form. They may consult the copy of their
prepared oration until they exit the holding room to begin the
contest. At that time the copy of the prepared oration will be
surrendered to the contest official who is monitoring the first
holding room.

in the prepared oration, as weil as in the assigned topic dis-
course, quotations must be indicated as such, Where quotations
are more than 10 words in length, the author’s name must be
given in the manuscript and cited orally.

Assigned fopic

The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than 3
minutes or more than 5 minutes for delivery. The purpose of the
assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker’s knowledge of the
subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability to
discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of government
under the Constitution. '

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in
full view of the audience immediately before the last speaker
begins delivery of his/her prepared oration and will be made
known to the audience and each contestant approximately five
minutes prior to the time of delivery. The topic will be on some
phase of the Constitution of the United States selected from
Articles and Sections. All contestants will speak on the same
assigned topic. Below are the assigned topics for 2025.

Assigned topics for 2025

Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances,

Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed
twenty dollars, the right of trail by jury shall be preserved, and no
fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of
the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment XVIII

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the
manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within,
the importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the
United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for
beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have
concurrent power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of
the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven
years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the
Congress. ‘

Amendment XXVI]

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are
eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State of account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation,
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All contestants at each contest level are required to speakin
the English language on both the prepared and the assigned
topic.

Tt is acceptable to utilize or incorporate short phrases of a
foreign language into the prepared oration and/or assigned topic
to develop the argument, establish a point, etc. The vast
majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned topic must be
delivered in the English language.

Also, the singing of a song in any language is not permit-
ted and will result in the immediate disqualification of the
contestant. The coniestant may, however, quote a verse(s) of a
song provided proper attribution is made.

Contest regulations

A drawing shall be held by the official in charge of the con-
test to determine the order in which the contestants will appear.
The contest chairman shall anmounce the title of the contestant’s
prepared oration immediately after introducing him/her as con-
testant No. 1, contestant No. 2, etc. The chairman will request
the audience to refrain from applause until the judges have
made their decision. :

A raised platform is not compulsory; however, it is strongl
recommended, The use of notes, amplification, lectern or
speaker’s stand by contestants or prompting in any manner
is not permitted. Props are not permitted.

The use of any type of electronic/digital data gathering,
receiving and/or transmitting equipment in any form by contes-
tants or members of the audience is prohibited.

The time allotted for each contestant to deliver their pre-
pared oration shall not be less than 8 or more than 10
minutes, and for the assigned topic, not less than 3 or more
than 5 minutes.

An official timer shall be named by the contest chairman
whose duty it shall be to keep an accurate time record of each
contestant, and she/he shall be located on the main floor in
full view of the contestants. The timekeeper shall begin
timing each coatestant at the start of the prepared oration, The
timer should be equipped with 2 stopwatch and time cards for
the prepared oration carrying the figures 8, 9 and 10, When
eight minutes have been used, the time wamming card with the
figure 8 thereon shall be placed in full view of the speaker,
following with 9 and 10 as the speaker progresses. The same
procedure shall be used with cards bearing 3, 4 and 5 during
the assigned topic discourse. The contest chairman shalt
anmounce the time consumed by each contestant for the
prepared oration and the assigned topic immediately after each
contestant speaks for the benefit of the judges.

Contestants are required to remain in a private room, where
the discourse of the other speakers cannot be heard, until it is

their turn to speak (contestants will be under the supervision of an
individual appointed by the contest chairman). As the contestants
conclude their prepared orations, they must return to a sound-
proof holding room. As each speaker concludes his or her assigned
topic discourse, they shall not be allowed to associate with
contestants who have not fulfilled the assigned topic requirement.
Approximately five minutes prior to the time of the deliv-
ery of the assigned topic discourse, contestant No. 1 will be
informed of the topic drawn for the assigned topic and shall be
permitted to retire to privacy under the direction of an indi-
vidual appointed by the contest chairman, whose dufy it shall be
to see that no contestant is permitted to consult any text matter
or notes having any connection with the subject matter upon
which he/she is to speak, other than the actual words of the topic
provided on the card drawn.
Each succeeding contestant will be called upon in the order
in which he/she previously appeared. He/she shall also, in turn,
be informed of the topic of the assigned topic discourse and
shall then be escorted to privacy in the manner as provided for
contestant No. 1,

Judges

The judges are an integral part of the Oratorical Contest.
Their qualifications are considered carefully as the decision of
the judges is final and must be reached without bias. Impartial
judging in all contests is the key to faimess and success of the
program which resulls in the selection of a national champion.

All department finals and the national contest must use five
judges. No publicity shall be given to the names of the judges in
advance of the contest. During the contest, the judges will be
seated in different locations in the auditorium and each judge
shal! render his or her final decision without consultation
with other judges or any other persom.

Judges will be advised that a lack of emphasis in the prepared
oration and the assigned topic discourse on the duties and obliga-
tions of a citizen must result in their downgrading the contestant.
Judges are permitted to downgrade a contestant up to a maxi-
mum of 10 points for failure to speak about the Constitution. The
contest chairman will announce any violation of time for each
contestant. A penalty of one point for each minute, or fraction
thereof, shall be assessed against the contestant’s total score.

The judges, timekeepers, tabulators and the contest chairman,
following the last assigned topic discourse, may procecdtoa
private room for final review and tabulation. The decision of the
judges is final.

Tabulators

The contest chairman will appoint no less than three tabula-
tors for the department finals contest. It will be their responsibil-
ity to review the judges’ scorecards to be certain they are fully tab-
ulated and signed before they are submitted for final tabulation.

Judges® scorecards for department finals and the national
contest will not be divalged to anyone at the site of the contest.
All national contest judges’ scorecards become the property of
The American Legion National Headquarters.

Naticonal finals contest

«  The national finals contest will be held at Hillsdale College
on May 16-18 in Hillsdale, Michigan.
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Quarterfinal and semifinal rounds are scheduled to be held
on Saturday, May 17. The championship is scheduled for
Sunday, May 18.

* Al contestants and chaperones will arrive on Friday, May
16. All contestants and chaperones will be lodged in a
dormitory on the Hillsdale College campus.

* A mandatory pre-contest orieptation session for all contestants
will be held the evening of Friday, May 16.

* A banguet honoring all contestants will be held the
afternoon of Sunday, May 18,

*  All contestants and chaperones will depart for home
after the banquet on Sunday,

Travel expenses

The national organization of The American Legion will
pay the travel expenses of department winners and one
chaperone to the national contest. All contestants must be
accompanied by achaperone over 21 years of age, preferably a
parent of the contestamnt.

The national organization of The American Legion shall not
assume liability for personal injury, property damage or loss sus-
tained by any contestant or chaperone en route to or from the con-
test; however, The American Legion does carry a nominal group
accident insurance policy on contestants certified into the national
competition.

Contestants will travel by an air carrier selected by the
national organization of The American Legion or personal
automobile if previously approved by the national organization of
The American Legion.

For more information

- Legionp
For informati

TV and radio

Live television and radio broadcasts are permitted in all con-
tests as well as filming or other types of media for later showing,
provided: 1) the lighting and other site conditions are the same
for all contestants; 2) the filming or broadcasts shall in no way
distract the contestants or interfere with the announced sched-
uled time of the contest; 3) the normal speaking voice of the
contestant is not interfered with or amplified within the
auditorium, and 4) The American Legion is in no way financially
obligated for anything without its prior approval,

Rules and Policy Authority

In accordance with Resolution No. 7 of the National
Executive Committee of the American Legion, May 2021, The
American Legion reserves the right to temporarily amend, delay
or suspend any established rule or policy of its national youth
programs when a program is subject to the occurrence of a
circumstance whose cause is beyond the control of The
American Legion, thereby making it impossible, illegal,
impracticable, or inadvisable for The American Legion to
conduct a youth program in accordance with established rules
or policies, You may read Resolution No. 7 in its entirety by
clicking here or by accessing it from The American Legion
Digital Archive at legion.org/archive.
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The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than three (3) minutes or more
than five (5) minutes for delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test
the speaker's knowledge of the subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability
to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of government under the
Constitution.

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in full view of the audience
immediately before the last speaker begins delivery of his or her prepared oration and
will be made known to the audience and each contestant approximately five (5) minutes
prior to the time of delivery. The topic will be on some phase of the U.S. Constitution,
selected from Articles and Sections as listed under assigned topics for the current year's
contest in this brochure.

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language on
the same assigned topic.

Assigned Topics for 2025 Oratorical Contest

Amendment 1 :

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.

Amendment VII _

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shail be otherwise re-
examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common
law. -

Amendment XVIll

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or
transportation of intoxicating figuors within, the importation thereof into, or the
exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction
thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in
the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States
by the Congress.

Amendment XXVI

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or
older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on
account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.






