
Week of September 9 - 13 

Our Mission: Johnson Upper Elementary School is committed to providing a safe, respectful environment that supports the academic and socio-
emotional needs of every student as they develop the necessary skills to become capable, confident, life-long learners.  

 

Keep soaring Jayhawks! 
 

Week At A Glance 

Monday 9/9 

Tuesday 9/10 

Wednesday 9/11 

Thursday 9/12 

Friday 9/13 

Principal’s Corner 

 

This year has been off to a ter-

rific start, and I cannot thank 

the staff, students, and commu-

nity enough for it. This week we 

will begin the I-Ready Math and 

Reading tests to give us some 

baseline data for the school 

year. Please speak of the im-

portance of test taking to your 

students, as we will use the da-

ta to tailor lessons, resources, 

and instruction to meet the 

needs of all of our students. 

                                         -Mr. Traub 

Points of Pride 

 Students and families continue to show 

great pride and kindness in our commu-

nity, and we are off to a great start! 

 We were able to begin our Student of 

the Week tradition, which will take 

place on Fridays. 

 Our first ever Student Leadership Club 

met this week to create this opportuni-

ty for our 6th graders! 

PBIS Updates 

This week we took the time to go over our first 

area of focus from our SOAR Matrix (please 

see attached), which was the hallways. We 

were able to discuss expectations over the 

morning announcements, and teachers were 

able to have those discussions in class, as 

well. We gave some shout-outs and some 

SOAR Bucks to those classes who were able to 

show those expectations in the hallways. We 

will be going over all of the areas of the Matrix 

within the first few weeks of school. 

Staff Member of the Week: 

We would like to congratulate Mrs. Nelson for being voted this 

award by her colleagues this week! 

Mrs. Nelson is a Resource Room Teacher here at Johnson. She is 

known by many as someone who is willing to do whatever to help. 

From running bus and lunch duty, to being a champion for all of 

her students, she is so valuable to our building day in and day out. 

She works well with her colleagues, and looks out for every stu-

dent in this building. Thank you for all you do here at Johnson! 

Planning for the future:           
September 2024 

9/10 - PTA Meeting 

9/10 - School Assembly - 

Inspire By Zach Gowen 

9/13 - Picture Day 

9/19 - Virtual Curriculum 

Night 
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My favorite part of being a Jayhawk is … 

Working with the staff and students here! 

Some of My Favorite Things: 

Place To Travel :   

Any National Park 

Foods:  

Mexican 

Color:   

Yellow 

College: 

Michigan State 

TV Show:  

Dancing With The Stars 

Sports Team:   

Green Bay Packers 

School Subject:   

Math 

Staff Member of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Nelson 

My hobbies:   

Taking my dog on walks, reading, hanging out 

with friends, and Pickleball! 
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Johnson spiritwear is available all year. Check out https://
www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/ to order some Johnson clothing today.  

Feel free to reach our PTA at johnsonupperpta@gmail.com with any 
ideas or questions you may have.   

https://johnsonelementary.givebacks.com/  

President: Julie Turk 

Treasurer: Megan Moore 

1st Vice President: Kim Staber 

2nd Vice President: Erin Kosinski 

Rec. Secretary: Jenny Morgan 

Corr. Secretary: Danielle Pelc 

24/25 PTA Officers: 

Don't forget to join PTA! When you join the Johnson PTA, you are showing your support for our students 
and staff. It does NOT mean you need to volunteer. Please become a member today.  

https://www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/
https://www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/
mailto:johnsonupperpta@gmail.com
https://johnsonelementary.givebacks.com/
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https://www.livoniapublicschools.org/post-details/~board/livonia-public-schools-news/post/e-backpack-mail
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Picture Day Volunteers Needed: Picture day is fast approaching.  It is scheduled for Friday, September 13th and we 

need a few volunteers.    ALL students will have their photo taken regardless if they are purchasing a picture packet or 

not.  The Fall photo is used in the yearbook and on their student badges. With that in mind, we are in need of helpers 

on picture day to escort students to and from their rooms and help keep orders organized.  If you are available on Sep-

tember 13th for any period of time, we could really use a few volunteers.  VOLUNTEERS receive a discount coupon 

from Lifetouch for helping!  Thank you so much for volunteering and helping us.   

ICHAT: Our parent volunteers are awesome and we could not do it without you!  If you will be volunteering at 

Johnson or driving students for field trips, LPS requires you to have a completed iChat background check approved 

prior to the event.  Completing the form is simple and quick.  Go to www.livoniapublicschools.org click on the 

"Parents" tab, then click on "Forms" and click on the iChat box to access the form.  

Student Emergency Cards: We ask that ALL Jayhawk families go onto parent connect and review their student infor-

mation that is listed.  Please confirm your emergency contact information.  This information is added to the PINK 

STUDENT EMERGENCY CARD we print for students.    Emergency cards will be printed on Tuesday, September 3 and 

we ask that all data be updated and confirmed by that time.  Thank you for helping up keep your kids safe!  

COMMUNICATION -  The beginning of the day and the end of the day are always busy times in the 

school office.  At Johnson, we realize there are always unexpected circumstances that arise and we will 

do everything in our power to accommodate unplanned interruptions.  We also ask parents to call the of-

fice after 9:00am and prior to 3:00pm if they are making alternate transportation arrangements for their 

students' trip home.  Teachers frequently use the end of the day time for classroom reorganization, recess 

and/or specials and catching up to a class can be a challenge.  We appreciate your help.  The office 

phone number is (734)744-2740.  

OFFICE HOURS - Mr. Traub, Principal and Mrs. Samouelian, Assistant Principal, are available via email, 

telephone and in person.  If you have any questions or concerns, please set an appointment to discuss 

your situation privately with one of our Administrators.  The Johnson school office is open M-F from 

7:45am to 4:15pm.  Teachers are generally unavailable during the day as they are teaching.  If you have 

a concern, please reach out to teachers via email or contact the office directly at (734) 744-2740  Stu-

dents will not be permitted back into the building for forgotten items once the office is closed for the day!  

SACC: Affordable School Aged Child Care, is still available at Johnson.  Simply call (734) 744-2966 to make arrange-

ments for your students before or after school caregiver needs.  SACC opens at 7:00am and closes at 6:00pm daily.  

Food Update: Students will receive free breakfast and lunch from the state of Michigan regardless of income sta-

tus.  If your student would like to purchase snacks from our snack bar, please know that they can use cash or you 

can put money on their lunch account by going to the "Parent" tab on the LPS web page, then click on "My Pay-

ments Plus Student Lunch Accounts" and you can put money on their account for use at the lunch snack bar. 

http://www.livoniapublicschools.org/


BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK (BIAB) - FREE weekend meals and snack packs are available for those families 

that could use a little extra help.   Johnson  has teamed up with Blessings in a Backpack to offer weekend meal assis-

tance to families that are struggling for whatever reason.  A form is attached to the newsletter for your conven-

ience.  Simply complete the form and have your student return it to the office.  Mid September, delivery will begin.  

Emergency Drills: As we head back to school, student safety is always a priority.  We will be having several different 

drills coming up to acclimate the students to emergency procedures.  We encourage you to let students know we 

are working in their best interest and we ask that they follow instructions given by staff during these drills so we 

can ease their concerns and keep them safe.  Thank you for working with your students and supporting our safety 

drills.  
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Transportation: In order to receive Bus Transportation, you must live in an area eligible for transportation and 

you MUST apply for transportation.  If you believe your student is eligible for transportation, simply apply for bus 

service following the steps on the attached transportation information form at the end of this newsletter.   If you 

want to see if you have transportation, simply login to Parent Connect and you will be able to see your student's 

transportation arrangements if they have been completed.  If you have applied for transportation and still have not 

received transportation, we encourage you to reach out to transportation directly at (734)744-2156.  

“You become what you believe.” 

- Oprah Winfrey 

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL - Oftentimes a student will come to the office with a medical need. The office staff is 

able to dispense medication as needed as long as the medication is: 1) Delivered to school by a parent in the original 

unopened package or prescription container, {NO MEDICATION can be brought to school by students}    2) As long 

as there is an individual, signed medical authorization on file for each medication {form available in the office and 

online}   Medication includes but is not limited to cough drops, aspirin, Tylenol, Advil, prescription drugs, creams, lo-

tions, vitamins, inhalers, EpiPens, etc.…  We cannot administer any medication that is not listed on file in the of-

fice.  Please reach out to Jill Jablonski in the office to set up a time to bring in medications and to review your stu-

dent’s medical needs when they are in the building.  

Back to school Helpers: We know that heading back to school and getting back into a routine can be a source of 

stress for kids and families.  We are here to help with those days that are just not going perfect!  We have two 

amazing staff members here to help our students transition back into the classroom.   Ms. Dimmer and Ms. Ja-

blonski are here to assist students with those first week jitters and help provide a familiar face.  If you have a stu-

dent that could benefit from their help, please reach out to the office and we will be sure to arrange a conversation 

to help your student!   


