
Paying for College



Systems 
of Higher 
Education 

Each system offers its own 
programs but also each system 
have their own cost of 
attendance. 



State Government

Financial aid 
resources

Where does the money come from 

Colleges or 
Universities

Federal 

Government

Private Agencies, 
Community Centers, 
Employers



Types of aid

Need Based Aid = 

Free

Grants and most 
scholarships are need 
based.

Non Need Based = 

Earned/Loan

This is money that has to 
be paid back or earned 
through employment.



Pell Grant FSEOG
Federal 

Workstudy
Loans

Federal Student Aid Programs

Up to $7395 a 
year

Up to $4,000 
a year

Amount 
Varies

Amount 
Varies by 

Educational 
Level



Cal Grant EOP/EOPS
Middle Class 
Scholarship

Fee Waivers

CA State Student Aid 
Programs

A - Up to 
$12,630

B - $1672+
C - $1094

Up to $4,000 
a year

Amount 
Varies

Amount 
Varies by 

Educational 
Level



FAFSA requirements:
⚬Valid Social Security number
⚬U.S. Citizen or Permanent 

Resident
⚬Have a High School Diploma, 

GED or Equivalent
⚬Professional email address
⚬Create FSA ID

FAFSA 

Time Frame: 
Dec. 2024- March 2, 2025

First Step:
Determine what 
application to 
submit



New for 2024-2025 application:

Dependent student invites parents to FAFSA form





New for 2024-2025 application:

FSA ID login without SS# is available



CAL Dream - Requirements
⚬Not have a SSN or have an SSN thru 

differed action (DACA), or have an 
ITIN

⚬Have a High School Diploma, GED or 
Equivalent

⚬Qualify for AB540/AB200
⚬Professional email address
⚬Create username for student

California Dream Act  (CADAA)First Step:
Determine what 
application to 
submit

Time Frame: 
Dec. 2024- March 2, 2025



AB540/AB200

Students must meet all the requirements:

• Attend a K-12 School, High School, 
Adult School or Community College in 
California for 3 years

• AND graduated with a California High 
School Diploma, or GED (issued in CA), 
or equivalent







Who is considered a parent?

Parents are:
Not considered a 

parent:

• Biological Parent(s)
⚬ This may also include 

stepparent if applicable
• Adoptive Parent(s)

• Grandparent(s)
• Aunt/Uncle
• Legal Guardian
• Foster Parents
• other family members 



Parent 
information

Parent that was asked to provide 
information will need to list what 
is their current marital status



Family Size



Information needed to complete 
application

General Information
Complete legal name, email, and street 
address

Parent(s) & Student

Parent(s)
Student

List up to 20 schools student 

plans to attend

Income Information 



Tax information needed

Type of form that was filed?
• IRS 1040
• Foreign tax return
• Puerto Rico, another U.S. territory or 

Freely Associated States

Tax form for 2023 year



Investments

What is an 

investment:

What is not an 

investment

• Rental Properties
• Stocks, Bonds
• Mutual Funds, CD, 

UGMA & UGMT 
accounts

• Educational Benefits (if 
under the students 
name)

• Child Support Received

• The home you live in (if 
you own it)

• Retirement plans
• 401k
• Life insurance plan



Institutional & Private Scholarships - Provider decides:
• Criteria
• Deadline
• Type of application & requirements
• If need based
• If merit based
• or combination of both

Scholarship

Tips:
• Create resume
• participate in the community (clubs, community 

service)
• Have some read your application/essay/resume



Room & Board*

Books and Supplies

Transportation

Miscellaneous Fees and Personal Expenses

Tuition*

*Items are direct costs

Cost of 
Attendance 

(COA)

Indirect 
Costs

Direct Costs



Cost of Attendance

W/Parents Off Campus On Campus

Comm. Coll.(CC) $19,591 $30,130  n/a

Cal.State Univ.(CS
U)

$26,815 $34,889 $38,488

Univ. of Cal. (UC) $33,987 $44,703 $44,160

Private (SCU,USC) $61,293 $61,293 $80,112







SAI is an eligibility index number that 
will be used as a factor to determine 
the financial need of the student. The 
calculation will be used  by colleges, 
states, and other scholarship 
providers to determine financial aid 
packages.

For example: SAI of -1500 to 0 will 
qualify you for maximum Pell Grant 

Student aid 
Index Financial Aid 

Estimator  



Cost of 
Attendance 

(COA)

Student Aid 
Index (SAI)

Other 
Financial 

Assistance 
(OFA) 

Financial 
Need 

How Colleges Calculate your Financial Need 

$80,000 (COA) - $10,000 (SAI)- $0 (OFA) = $70,000 (Financial Need)

Colleges will try to cover all or some of your financial need using a 
combination of loans, grants, scholarships and work-study. 



Compare offers
Each college and university will send their  
college award offers

• This will happen once the student has 
been accepted

• Each institution will have a different 
policies and deadlines to accept award 
offers

• Some will require paperwork in order to 
distribute funds

• Can only accept one



Searching for Financial Aid Resources

• Start early!
• Look for scholarships that coincide 

with interest, educational goals, 
hobbies and/or unique 
characteristics

• Don’t pay for searches or 
applications

• Be careful with false promises



• Dependency Status
• Loss of income or investments
• Increase of child support paid or decrease 

of child support received
• Change in number of household size
• Additional expenses for medical or dental 

(not covered thru insurance)

Adjustments can be made on a case 
by case bases:

Special 
Circumstances



Next Steps

Submission Summary will be 

emailed to student. 

Student can make corrections if 

necessary.

California Student Aid Commision 

(CSAC) will email regarding Cal 

Grant and Middle Class 

Scholarship - After April 2nd

College and Universities will send 

information (once the student is 

accepted)



Attend a Cash for 
College workshop!

•Receive assistance to complete and 
submit your FAFSA or CADAA! 



Annette Ruiz-Esparza

408-223-6790

Annette.Ruiz-Esparza@evc.edu

https://www.evc.edu/attend-evc/financial-aid-
scholarships
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