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What is the 
IA Pinnacle 
Project?

Similar to a Capstone Project

Choose a topic they are passionate 
about

Investigate a problem or research a 
gap

Find a solution or answer their 
research question



I N N O V AT I O N  A C A D E M Y

IA Research is a course in which students experience research through the 
lenses of both the scientific method and design thinking. Over the course of 
the year students will frame, execute and communicate their independent 
research through IA's Pinnacle Project using industry best practices.

Students can work independently or with partners or small groups and are 
encouraged to take the opportunity to have community and expert mentors 
guide them through the chosen content area.
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Design Thinking Approach
• What problems are happening in 

the local/global community?
• How can things be improved?

1. Create a problem statement
2. Understand the problem
3. Develop a prototype revolving 
around a solution

Scientific Method Approach
• What has not been studied yet?
• What do you want to investigate 

that no one has before?

1. Create a research question
2. Understand body of knowledge
3. Create a method designed to 

find an answer

Research- Two Main Approaches



Research

Figure 1: Research Cycle (Ormrod, Leedy, 2016)
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Examples from Research- 
Pinnacle Projects









Opportunities for Pinnacle Project

• Grants procedure
• Students can apply for a grant

• School IRB (Institutional Review Board)
• Replicates the IRB process that university students and professionals encounter

• Leverage for college/job interviews
• Students learn so much from Pinnacle Project

• Students should consider publishing
• Journal of Emerging Investigators
• Many others



Questions?
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