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The Best Fit School For You...

* Academically

*Socially

*Financially IHHI]HTII]H
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Let’s work through what a “best fit school” means. 
 
The best fit school for you means it is the best fit:
 
(Hit Animation #1) 
Academically. 
-great program in the major you want to study
-do you learn better in lectures or smaller classrooms?
-do you want to take a variety of classes or jump right into your major?
-how much access do you want to your professor? 

(Hit Animation #2) 
Socially
-want to get along with the people around you
-you need to make sure it has the support services you need
-dietary restrictions?
-issues or causes you want to work on in college?
-intramurals, Greek life, student body government, clubs and orgs?
 
(Hit animation #3) 
Financially
More than receiving financial aid or scholarship
How will the school set you up financially after college
What career services does it offer?
How much debt will you be in after college?
Where do students get internships?


Why Students Choose a School

*Prestige
*Location
*Friends
*Program
*School Spirit R |\
« Family INNOVATION
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Students have different reasons for applying to their college, but most students don't have just one reason. They have many different reasons. Let’s consider some of the more popular reasons:

(Hit Animation #1) Prestige. Is it a good college? 

(Hit Animation #2) Programs. Does the school have a strong program in a certain major? 

(Hit Animation #3) Location. Is the school close to home or far away? 

(Hit Animation #4) School Spirit. How much do students identify with the school?

(Hit Animation #5) Friends. Do I have friends who want to go this school?

(Hit Animation #6) Family. Did any of my family members attend this school?

-Think about all of those questions again. 
-They all influence students in determining what would make a school be their best fit. 
-doesn’t mean they aren’t good reasons to choose a school, or that you shouldn’t apply to a school for these reasons. 
-Instead, they should be the start, helping you research colleges and dig into deeper questions. 
-That is how you will start to identify your best fit schools.


ldentifying Your Best Fit

v'Go to Information Sessions
v'Attend College Fairs
v'Visit Campuses

v'Interview

INND v'n'_T' 10N

v'Call Admissions Officers
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To sort through the reasons that make a school a best fit school, you will need to do some work. 
You need to learn about colleges, and there are tasks that help you do that.
 
(Hit Animation #1) 
Go to Information Sessions. 
Admissions officers travel the country
They might visit your HS or hold a session close to where you live
Also many virtual sessions
Take advantage of hearing directly from a school rep 

(Hit Animation #2) 
Attend College Fairs. 
Great opportunity to talk to many different colleges in one place at one time
Go to the ones available through school, and look up ones near you
Even online college fairs 
 
(Hit Animation #3) 
Visit campuses. 
Go to any campus you can physically visit and tour
Walking around allows you to picture yourself there
Even virtual tours can give you an idea of what dorms, classrooms, and dining halls are like 

(Hit Animation #4) 
Interview. 
Few schools require interviews, and some don’t have them available
If you get the chance to talk to a rep from the school 1:1 DO IT
Ask all the questions you have, and make sure they are questions that help you determine if it’s a best fit
 
(Hit Animation #5)
 Finally, call Admissions Offices. 
They want you to apply, so they will be happy to answer any question you have
Especially true if it’s a questions specific to your interest, needs, or background
 
And when you are doing all these things to help find your best fit colleges, make sure you do it with the right frame of mind.
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-HS Grades is your top factor
-biggest consideration is your HS Transcript 

When we think about what they are looking at, we think about the top line
 that’s because Colleges report average GPA
Most students have an unweighted and weighted by their school
Even when they don’t have both, admissions officers will “Rescale” GPAs to put all applicants on same level
Sometimes, class rank is included
These top lines are a summary of your academic performance 
 
Admissions Officers don’t just see the top line, they see every grade
 This is sent directly by your HS, and every school you apply to will see every grade

(Hit Animation #1) An application reader sees all the classes you took in 9th grade and what grades you got in them.
 (Hit Animation #2) The same is true for 10th grade. 
(Hit Animation #3) And 11th grade. 
(Hit Animation #4) And finally, 12th grade. 
 
When we say that high school grades are the most important thing, we mean it in a general way. It is also true in a very specific manner. It is not just your GPA, but the actual grade you received in each class.


Standardized Test Scores

SAT SCORE INTERNAL RATING ACT SCORE
1500-1600 10 34-36
1400-1500 9 31-33
1300-1400 8 28-30
1200-1300 7/ 25-27
1100-1200 6 22-24
1000-1100 5 19-21
900-1000 4 16-18

800-900 3 13-15
/700-800 2 11-12
<700 1 <10
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Let’s talk about standardized test scores
They vary on levels of importance, but all schools that consider them look at them the same way
They are part of your application admissions officers spend the least amount of time considering
 
Let’s back up and consider how the entire application is evaluated. 
Everything gets an internal rating by application readers
We’ll use 1-10 scale for ease
Academic Background, Essays, Recommendations…
All get reviewed and evaluated 1-10
This takes a lot of time and subjective decisions
 
(Hit Animation #1)
Test scores get the benefit of a chart
College Board and ACT have a concordance chart
Application readers will see your scores, look at the chart, and mark down a rating
That means both scores are considered and easily compared  
 
This is theoretical, but consider this chart for a variety of schools
Some schools have more students in the 8-9 range, while some have 4,5,6 range 
All schools use these test scores as an objective number that’s easily comparable 


What Else Will They See?

* Application Essays

e | etters of Recommendation

e Extracurricular Activities
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After a student’s high school transcript and standardized test scores are considered, there are some extra, more subjective factors they must look at.
 Does anyone know what other things schools look at?
(Wait for responses, and even encourage some.)
 
(Hit Animation #1) 
Most important “other factor” is personal statement and application essay
Chance to see a student for who they are and judge their writing abilities 
 
(Hit Animation #2) 
Letters of recommendation from HS teachers
Hearing what you are like in a classroom is important 
 
(Hit Animation #3) 
Extracurricular activities
What have you done and might continue to do outside of the classroom? 
 
All of this comes together in what is known as a “holistic process”
Meaning admissions committee considers everything about a student 


What Colleges Want

*Every application reader asks the
same question about every
applicant...

Will you make our community better
by being here?

INNOVATION
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1 thing that’s true about college admissions at every college
Application readers will be asking the same question when they look at your application 

(Hit Animation #1) And that question is: “Will you make our community better for being here?” 
 
Doesn’t say: 
to penalize students in admissions process
Only looking for a student with a certain grade in a classs
Students who played certain sports
Students who were part of 15 different clubs

What it does ask
“will that student truly complement our school by being here?

They are tasked with creating a community of students who fit in and improve their school
 
Selectivity is a combination of many things. 
The college admissions process is a human process.  
To get the process to work for you, you need to craft your application knowing what admissions officers are asking of you 


Getting Into

Your Dream
School
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Building Your Application List

e ONLY Best Fit Schools

* Reach, Target, & Likely Schools

e Balance Your List

INNOVATION
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First step: identifying what colleges you will apply to. 

(Hit Animation #1) 
Always start with Best Fit Schools
Before you consider the acceptance rate or average GPA, make sure it’s a best fit academically, socially, and financially
This doesn’t just make sure you have a good college experience, it will make your application stronger
This is because ur applying to schools where you CAN show them you are a best fit 

(Hit Animation #2)
Next: categorize
Reach, target, likely
Reach: acceptance rate is very low OR your test scores and GPA are well below average
Target: where you are in line with average numbers but the school has a competitive admissions process
Likely: acceptance rate is relatively high OR your scores are well above average 

(Hit Animation #3)
Balance your application list
Make sure you have schools in each category!!! 
And if you identified best fit schools, you’ve already improved your chance of getting in

And then once you have a list, you need to think about what you need to do to apply.


Your College Application

e Information

* Name
 Address
* Family information

* Numbers

* Test scores
e GPA
* Transcript

 Your Submissions . A
* Personal Statement INNOVATION
* Letters of Recommendation A & A D E M Y
* Extracurricular Activities


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What needs to go in your applications?
Can be broken down into 3 parts
2 are pretty much done by the time you start your application 
 
(Hit Animation #1) 
The first is general information. 
Name or address could change it probably won’t
Family information is basic information you just put into the app 
 
(Hit Animation #2)
The part that can’t change: the numbers 
Maybe the most important part of ur application
Test scores and GPA 
3 years of grades already done and hopefully testing is set by the time you’ve started
You can take a test one last time and you need to continue to improve ur GPA through senior year 
The numbers you put down are what they are using to compare you 
 
(Hit Animation #3) 
That means there is only one small part you can improve on as you work
Those are your submissions 
Essays:
-shows what makes you different.
-one place to speak directly to them
-build time to write and edit! – takes the longest
Recs:
-each school will be different with requirements
-show them who you are in the classroom
-can come from different people so ask those who know you best!
-and always ask early
Activities:
-you’ll work on these activities throughout HS, but you need to make sure you present it correctly
-don’t list all 4 years of theater or football individually
-remember this is showing who you are OUTSIDE of the classroom
-doesn’t have to be official school activities
-did you have a job? Do you spend your time babysitting your younger siblings? Do you have a hobby?


Your Application Timeline

AUGUST—
Start Personal Statement

NOVEMBER—
Early Deadlines

SEPTEMBER—
Supplemental Essay Drafts

DECEMBER—
Review Regular Apps

OCTOBER—
Review Early Apps

JANUARY—
Regular Deadlines
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The last thing I want to go over with you is a rough application timeline. 
This is a very general overview
You’ll need to do more than this and your timing depends on your deadlines
No matter what: always work backwards!!!!! 
 
(Hit Animation #1) 
Jan of senior year: most regular decision deadlines are due
All your applications must be completed and submitted 
 
(Hit Animation #2) 
If due in JAN, you need to spend much of DEC reviewing your applications
Editing essays, reviewing activity lists, making sure all questions are answered 
 
(Hit Animation #3) 
Most early application deadlines are in NOV.
Need to make sure everything is submitted for these which includes letters of recs and checking with school about application status 

(Hit Animation #4) 
OCTOBER: where you’ll be polishing and editing early apps
Means final review of common app person statement
Need to be done before first deadline 

(Hit Animation #5) 
If essay needs to be ready in OCT. then rough drafts need to be done in September
These need to be revised multiple times
Last time to ask teachers for those letters or rec 
 
(Hit Animation #6) 
Personal statement should be started in AUGUST 
Starting means: brainstorming and sorting essay topics
Also need to know what schools you’ll be applying to before you begin 
 
Not a perfect timeline, and doesn’t include all pieces
Does show you the amount of work and time you need to dedicate to this
Can’t be done in one weekend

Again, it’s a lot easier when you’re applying to your dream schools


Questions?

Alex Ring
alex. ring@review com
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