
There are many pathways to becoming an educator.
Here’s a quick guide to...

Tips!
Pupil Personnel Services Credential - CA
(Counseling, Social Work, or Psychology)

For complete credential information and details, see CTC - Pupil Personnel Services Credential

Start!

Let’s

Teach!

Bachelor’s degree

Approved post-baccalaureate preparation program for 
the desired specialization that includes coursework 

and a practicum with school-age children
CTC - Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) Credential. 
Programs frequently include a master’s degree.

Once you receive your credential, 
apply through Edjoin.org or directly 

through the school/district

(Optional)
Added Authorization in Child Welfare and Attendance (CWA): Minimum of 
150 clock hours of supervised school-based field experience engaging in 
supervised practice in the following areas: student attendance, student 
enrollment and discipline, educational records, parent engagement, and 

legal and ethical compliance related to pupil services.

The Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) Credential authorizes one of the following 
specializations: school counseling, school social work, or school psychology. There is 
also an optional added authorization in child welfare and attendance. 

EducatorPathways.sdcoe.net  
EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net

The school/district will let 
you know what level of 
clearance and type of 
fingerprints are required. 
SDCOE has fingerprinting 
services on our Linda Vista 
campus and in San Marcos.
www.sdcoe.net/credentials

Certificate of Clearance 
(fingerprinting/background 
check) is required before 
you begin your practicum 
experience.

If your degree is from 
outside the US, you must 
have your transcripts 
evaluated by an approved 
agency. CTC - Foreign 
Transcript Evaluation.

See sdcoe.net/credentials if 
you hold a credential from 
out-of-state/country.

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/Pupil-Personnel-Credential-In-California-(CL-606C)
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/Pupil-Personnel-Credential-In-California-(CL-606C)
https://www.sdcoe.net/educatorpathways/home
mailto:EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net
http://www.sdcoe.net/credentials
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/foreign-transcript-evaluation-(cl-635)
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/foreign-transcript-evaluation-(cl-635)
https://www.sdcoe.net/administrative-services/human-resources/credentialing

