
There are many pathways to becoming an educator.
Here’s a quick guide to...

Tips!
Special Subjects Credential - CA
For Holders of Another Clear Teaching Credential

The Preliminary or Clear Special Subjects Teaching Credential authorizes the holder to 
teach the subject named on the credential in grades K–12 inclusive, and classes 
organized primarily for adults. Subjects include Aviation Flight Instruction, Aviation 
Ground Instruction, Basic Military Drill, Driver Education and Training, Limited Driver 
Training, and Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC).
CTC - Designated Subjects Special Subjects

Start!

Let’s

Teach!

Special Teaching 
Authorization in Physical 
Education
● Authorizes the holder to 

teach physical education 
courses in basic military 
drill and physical fitness 
training in grades 12 
and below, and classes 
organized primarily for 
adults. 

● Authorization is limited 
to the areas of basic 
military drill and 
physical fitness training.

Verify four years of experience or education 

Offer of employment in a 
Special Subjects teaching 

position for a school/district

While you are teaching you will also complete the following:
● Credential coursework
● CPR for infant, child and adult certification
● One year of Special Subjects teaching experience

Apply for an Special Subjects 
credential through a 
Designated Subjects 
Credential program

AND

Clear CA teaching credential
(Multiple Subject, Single Subject, Education Specialist)

Possess the appropriate license, or obtain the 
recommendation of the appropriate agency

For complete credential information and details see ctc.ca.gov/credentials

EducatorPathways.sdcoe.net  
EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net

SDCOE Designated Subjects 
Program - Includes Adult 
Education, Career Technical 
Education (CTE), Special 
Subjects, and Supervision & 
Coordination

You do not need to obtain a 
new Certificate of 
Clearance if you have a 
valid one on file with the 
CTC.

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/leaflets/designated-subjects-teaching-credentials-(cl-699)
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/req-credentials
https://www.sdcoe.net/educatorpathways/home
mailto:EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net
https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/educator-preparation#fs-panel-32590
https://www.sdcoe.net/educators/educator-preparation#fs-panel-32590

