
There are many pathways to becoming an educator.
Here’s a quick guide to...

Tips!
Classroom Instructional Aide - CA
Provides student assistance under the supervision and direction of a faculty member - 
K-12

Fingerprinting/background check may be 
required

Apply through Edjoin.org or directly through 
the school/district

Start!

Competency assessment may be required by 
some schools/districts

High School Diploma or equivalent
(College units or Associates Degree may be 

required by some schools/districts)

Many people become an 
Instructional Aide as a way 
to start working in schools 
before they complete their 
bachelor’s degree and 
teacher preparation 
(credential) program.

Positions are often part 
time, making it easier to 
also attend classes and/or 
maintain other personal 
and family obligations.

The school/district will let 
you know what level of 
clearance and type of 
fingerprints are required. 
SDCOE has fingerprinting 
services on our Linda Vista 
campus and in San Marcos. 
www.sdcoe.net/credentials

EducatorPathways.sdcoe.net  
EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net

http://www.sdcoe.net/credentials
https://www.sdcoe.net/educatorpathways/home
mailto:EducatorPathways@sdcoe.net

