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TO:  Board of Education 
 
FROM: Frank Fiorella, Child Nutrition Director 
 
DATE:  June 6, 2011 
 
SUBJ:  Middle and High School Lunch Price Increase - ACTION ITEM  
 
 
I have enclosed a PowerPoint presentation and a USDA fact sheet discussing section 205 “Equity 
in School Lunch Pricing” of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010.   
 
Based on the USDA rule, I recommend approval of an increase in the Middle and High School 
Lunch price of .10 for paid students.  
 
I will review the PowerPoint in detail at the Board meeting. I will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have. 
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Equity in School Lunch Pricing 

• Section 205 of the 2010 Child Nutrition 
Reauthorization Act: Equity in School 
Lunch Pricing

• Intent:  To ensure that sufficient funds 
are provided to the food service account 
for  paid lunches

• Effective July 1, 2011 



Paid Meal Equity Overview 

• Schools will compare the average price 
for paid lunches to the difference between 
the per meal Federal reimbursement for 
free and paid lunches
◦ The current free meal reimbursement rate is 

$2.72
◦ The current paid meal reimbursement rate is 

$0.26
◦ $2.72 – $0.26 = $2.46 difference



Calculating Average Paid Lunch 
Price

 If a school food authority’s average paid lunch 
price is $2.46 or more, the school is in 
compliance and no further action is needed.  
If less is less than $2.46, it must increase the 
average paid lunch price by the inflation 
factor percentage (3.14%)

 Montgomery County Schools Average Lunch 
Price is $1.83

 $1.83 * 3.14% = 0.06 cents.  Round down to the 
nearest 5 cent increment



Recomendation
 Increase  Middle & HS Lunch Price to $2.00
 Elementary School Lunch Price to remain at 

current price of $1.75

 1161 Paid Students

 337 Middle & HS Paid Students eat daily.



Impact on families
• The maximum required annual increase per child 

would be:
 Example: A child attends a school of which the paid 

lunch price increased by 10 cents.  The child eats every 
day.  The child would pay about $18 extra for the year
 180 * 10 cents = $18



Questions?
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