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Lockey Simmons
1796 - 1880

Troy, N.C. was once known as Simmons’ Tanyard,
the ford across Little River bore the name of “Simmons Ford.”

Instrumental in the founding of Wake Forest Manual Labor
Institute, which later became Wake Forest College.  
Today it is known as Wake Forest University.

Owner of 29 slaves according to the 1860 U.S. slave census.



After the Civil War and Emancipation, the Bureau 
of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, commonly 
known as the Freeman’s Bureau, established Freedmen’s 
Schools throughout the South.  In 1866-1867, General 
Daniel Sickles commanded the Department of the South in 
District 2, or the Carolinas, and had these schools 
established.  Lockey Simmons, who had owned (or 
contolled) 40 slaves, taught the Freedman’s School in Troy, 
called Simmon’s Tan Yard.  Louiza*, a former slave, was his 
assistant.  Upon his departure from Troy and death in 1880, 
the American Missionary Association took over the work in 
Troy.

*Louiza and Cicero Simmons, Wayne County, N.C. 1870 
census.  Union League supporters.

Schools for the Freedmen -





THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 

Rev. William Harmon Ellis Rev. Caleb Churchill Collins





The Reverend Orishatukeh Faduma 

takes charge of  Peabody Institute in 

1895.

B.A. Queens College, England, 1883

B.A. University of  London, 1884

M.Div. Yale Divinity School, 1894, Master of  

Sacred Theology with Honors

University of  Chicago Theological Seminary, 1927

Honorary PhD, Livingstone College, Freetown, 

Sierra Leone













Walter Hines Page

Aberdeen & Asheboro
Railroad







Robert Tyrell Poole
Montgomery County Superintendent

1901-1903, 1907-1908

“I have been in close touch with the educational interest of 
Montgomery County for the past year and can truthfully say that the
Educational revival that is now going on throughout the state has 
become [an] epidemic with us.  Fully two-thirds of the patrons of the
public schools are wide-awake on the subject of education.  Five rural
districts have recently secured libraries and I expect others to be
established soon by private subscription.  We have had for the first
time in the history of our county funds sufficient to run a four-months
school in every district.  Our greatest present need is larger and
better school houses and longer terms”

MAY 30, 1902 – Ten Years of Educational Progress in North Carolina
Raleigh News and Observer.













Dr. Edward F. Green                               Dr. John B. Shamburger Dr. Eugene C. Branson





James Spurgeon Edwards

Mr. Edwards took the oath of office 
Monday, October 7, 1918.

Superintendent of Montgomery County Schools
from 1918-1958.

The consolidation superintendent, 86 one and two
Room school houses abandoned and new consolidated
facilities erected.





Greensboro Daily News - June 10, 1923





April 22, 1926

































Improved primary school buildings were 
built in Montgomery County in the 1920’s.  
The African American communities received
money from the Rosenwald Fund, the county
school fund, and donated their own money, 
labor, and supplies to build these schools.

Julius Rosenwald was the president of 
Sears Roebuck and Company and was very
passionate about schools for African American 
children in the South.  The original plans were 
drawn at Tuskegee Institute under the direction 
of Dr. Booker T. Washington.

The Rosenwald School Movement 





Leake’s School near Candor – Note school bell and strain insulator for radio.



Zion – Wooley School Mt. Gilead School

St. Stephen’s School Front Wadeville School Rear





Troy Elementary School –
Rosenwald School Plan # 3-B



Troy School with rear of Douglass Hall left Background.





















Mount Gilead Colored School-
Name changed to Mount Gilead

Negro School later.
In use until 1954



The Peabody Community residents went before the Montgomery County 
Board of Commissioners on September 7th, 1954, with a petition for the 
desegregation of Montgomery County Schools.  Twenty seven people had signed 
the petition which was delivered by J. Kenneth Lee and George A. Lawson, the 
attorneys for the petitioners.

The petitioners were A. E. Thomas, Purty Thomas, Ada Butler, Hattie 
Stanback, Erie Green, Sam Butler, James Smith, Jessie N. Marshall, Henry Baldwin, 
Rushie McAuley, Trumella A. Diggs, A. D. Freeman, J. W. French, Oscar Thomas, 
Gladys K. Thomas, Sydney Thomas, R. D. Gainey, Bertie N. Hammond, Jass Cagle, 
Irene Martin, Daisy Harris, James Butler, N. W. Lowery, Flora Kelly Simmons, T. H. 
Simmons, Ernest Simmons, and George Simmons, President of the Peabody High 
School Parent-Teacher Association (P.T.A.)

“The above petition was presented to the board by J. Kenneth Lee and 
George A. Lawson, attorneys, requesting immediate desegregation of the county 
schools in accordance with the recent decision of the United States Supreme 
Court.  This petition was read and heard by the board and the attorneys were 
advised that the board would take it under consideration and would give them 
some answer thereto within ten days.  The Board of Education advised Attorney 
G.S. Garriss and Superintendent J. S. Edwards to take the above petition before the 
Attorney General of North Carolina for his advice.  It was agreed by the board that 
this meeting adjourn until the thirteenth day of September, 1954 at which time an 
answer would be given to the above petition.” 

BROWN VS. BOARD
OF EDUCATION –

May, 1954



1. What is the purpose of this Program?
A:  It is an effort to preserve North Carolina’s Public School System.

2. Why should we amend our state constitution?
A:  It is necessary to amend the N.C. Constitution in order that the
state Legislature can pass the necessary laws to protect the people
against unacceptable mixing of the races and thereby assure
public support of the schools.

5. If the people approve this program will my child be forced to
attend  school with a member of another race?
A:  Emphatically NO.

6. Is this whole thing an effort to defy the U.S. Supreme Court?
A:  It is not defiance.  It is an attempt to stay within that 
decision, even though a great majority of our citizens disapprove
of the Supreme Court’s ruling…Etc. 

Quoted from the bulletin:



-Students of Peabody High &
Elementary raised money for the 
erection of the gymnasium/auditorium 
by fund-raising.  They sold candy, nuts, 
cookies, popcorn, freeze pops, fruit, 
magazine and newspaper subscriptions, 
produce, etc. to build the gymtorium.

-Pictured from left to right:
E.B. Coleman, Edgar Anderson, J.S. 
Edwards,       R.T. Hoffman, and S.T. 
Hawkins 

-Samuel T. Hawkins, graduate of 
Burlington City Schools and N.C. A & T 
University and Columbia University, 
became principal of Peabody in that 
same year, 1955.

Peabody Gymtorium built 1955





Both East and West Montgomery High Schools were opened in 1961. The process began with "Notices of Public Hearings Regar In 
1959. Our elementary schools were, at that time, deemed too small for consolidation. 

Project #1 - The constuction of the new West Montgomery High School, the new construction and alterations at Troy Elementary 
Schools, and the new construction and/or alterations at Peabody School.

Project #2 - The construction of the new East Montgomery High School, the new construction at Brutonville Elementary School, 
the new construction at Highland Elementary School, and alterations at Mt. Gilead Elementary School. 
Advertisement for bids on June 6th, 1960. - Bids opened July 5th. Construction began on August 1st, 1960. - Buildings completed 
and accepted by the Board of Education, August 7, 1961.
West Montgomery: Wilson Property, Approximately 60 acres, Martin Property, Matheson Property south of Highway 27A, 
approximately 4 acres at a price not to exceed $300 per acre.
East Montgomery: J.C. McCaskill Property 41.8 acres, B.B. Monroe Property 72.2 acres.
Approximate cost of the West Site : $26,100.00
Approximate cost of the East Site: $33,110.00
Total cost of land purchase : $59,210.00
In summation - The plans for that great new consolidation was thus:
$1,200,000 - for the proposed new consolidated high schools ( including land purchases.)
$290,000 - for the Troy, Star, Biscoe, Candor and Mt. Gilead Elementary Schools
$260,000 - for Peabody School, Brutonville School, and Highland School.
TOTAL:$1,750,000.00 
It may be noted that the white schools were appropriated $1,490,000 for new buildings or improvements...the black schools 
received $260,000. In light of these numbers, it is interesting to note that the schools were integrated almost completely by 1968. 



West Montgomery High School

East Montgomery High School



Montgomery County N.C. Board of Education examining the 
Compliance plan for the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  Seated from left

Howard Dorsett- Chariman, C. Wade Mobley, Superintendent.  Standing
From left, James A. Burt- Vice Chairman, Earle Connelly, Everette Freeman, and Ralph

Lassiter.

FREEDOM OF CHOICE PLAN





July 8, 1982
Demolition of Star Middle School for  new
Star-Biscoe Elementary School building.







THE END… …FOR NOW

"In the race of life we seldom see, the baton that's handed to you and 
me...The meaning and purpose of what’s to be - the reason we're born, 
... our legacy." - C. Pickernell


