Basketry Class.
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THE PAST AND THE FUTURE.




Lockey Simmons
1796 - 1880

Simmons'Tan-yard

Troy, N.C. was once known as Simmons’ Tanyard,
the ford across Little River bore the name of “Simmons Ford.”

Instrumental in the founding of Wake Forest Manual Labor
Institute, which later became Wake Forest College.

Today it is known as Wake Forest University.

Owner of 29 slaves according to the 1860 U.S. slave census.




Schools for the Freedmen -

After the Civil War and Emancipation, the Bureau
of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, commonly
known as the Freeman’s Bureau, established Freedmen’s
Schools throughout the South. In 1866-1867, General
Daniel Sickles commanded the Department of the South in
District 2, or the Carolinas, and had these schools
established. Lockey Simmons, who had owned (or
contolled) 40 slaves, taught the Freedman’s School in Troy,
called Simmon’s Tan Yard. Louiza*, a former slave, was his
assistant. Upon his departure from Troy and death in 1880,
the American Missionary Association took over the work in
Troy.

*Louiza and Cicero Simmons, Wayne County, N.C. 1870
census. Union League supporters.

MONTHLY REPORT.

FREEDMEN'S SCHOOLS,

' 'STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Namc.a of the School, MW %MQ)

Name of Town or District,

Cou.nty of {WM/ e

Post Office ;ﬂ?dreaa of the Teachers, 907 MW /f,a,,,&; \_%é’
Date of Commencement of the present Schéol Year, f/w¢ 007 ,f %QM“W7
State when present School Year will close, 72 Ladk _olay, of M"

Tts present Teachers, MUV g/wwn,ou, & _go«xgzv Foreeriove

R Comnnssxoned by what Socxety %wa(/mx/ua lbure o

Reprort for the ellonith n/ %/zﬁ&?m//m , 18cy

357" A School under the distinet control of onc Teacher, or a Teacher with one Assistant is to be reported as one School.

DAY SCHOOLS. Nu. I\I(‘IXT bC}[OOIS No.
/ [Repos ight Sehools as ful o Day Schools.]

No. pupils paying tuition,

NG iiesdle

Do the Freedmen own the School Building? ~»>7.0 &«m W %0‘0—6)

No. of different pupils, 2557 5! e e

Whole No. of Males, ; | /0 /%m/‘f/t/)

‘Whole No. of Females, 1 /o=

No. pupils enrolled last report, | 25—
No. left School this month, | i
No. of new Scholars this month,
Average attendance for the month,

No. Wihite pupils,
No. always present,

No. always punctual,

No. over 16 years of age,

No. in the Alphabet,

No. who spell and read easy lessons,
No. of advanced readers,

No. who study Geography,

No. who study Arithmetie,

No. n higher, branches,

No. xu\uuug p——

No. of Sabbath Schools for colored people in your town or vicinity, —

No. of White Teachers in such Sabbath Schools,

No. of Colored Teachers in such Sabbath Schools,

No. of Pupils in such Sabbath Schools,

How much has heen received from Freedmen this month for tuition, 8 #5777

Give the whole amount contributed by Freedmen towards your support, (including hoard), $ Zs 44~

J;ﬂ/f%%iﬂ’mauy Teacher.
don
exnct ones e

ek Ui report  pui, dmmmnemL
orth Caroling, PUNCTUALLY, on o beforo the 20thof cach

R R e L R




OF THE DAWN OF FREEDOM 25

pushed, the problem looked even more difficult to
grasp and solve than at the beginning. Neverthe-
less, three things that year’s work did, well wort
the doing: it relieved a vast amount of physical suf
fering; it transported seven thousand fugitives fron
congested centres back to the farm; and, best of all.
it inaugurated the crusade of the New England
schoolma’am. .
The annals of this Ninth Crusade are yet to be
written, — the tale of a mission that seemed to our
age far more quixotic than the quest of St. Louis
seemed to his. Behind the mists of ruin and rapine
waved the calico dresses of women who dared, and
after the hoarse mouthings of the field guns rang the
rhythm of the alphabet. Rich and poor they were,
serious and curious. Bereaved now of a father, now
of a brother, now of more than these, they came seek-
ing a life work in planting New England school-
houses among the white and black of the South.
They did their work well. In that first year they
taught one hundred thousand souls, and more.
Evidently, Congress must soon legislate again on
the hastily organized Bureau, which had so quickly
grown into wide significance and vast possibilities.
An institution such as that was well-nigh as difficult
to end as to begin. Early in 1866 Congress took up




THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION

Rev. William Harmon Ellis Rev. Caleb Churchill Collins







The Reverend Orishatukeh Faduma
takes charge of Peabody Institute in
1895.

B.A. Queens College, England, 1883
B.A. University of London, 1884

M.D1v. Yale Divinity School, 1894, Master of
Sacred Theology with Honors

University of Chicago Theological Seminary, 1927

Honorary PhD, Livingstone College, Freetown,
Sierra Leone
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Robert Tyrell Poole
Montgomery County Superintendent

1901-1903, 1907-1908

“I have been in close touch with the educational interest of
Montgomery County for the past year and can truthfully say that the
Educational revival that is now going on throughout the state has
become [an]| epidemic with us. Fully two-thirds of the patrons of the
public schools are wide-awake on the subject of education. Five rural
districts have recently secured libraries and I expect others to be
established soon by private subscription. We have had for the first
time in the history of our county funds sufficient to run a four-months
school in every district. Our greatest present need is larger and
better school houses and longer terms”

MAY 30, 1902 - Ten Years of Educational Progress in North Carolina
Raleigh News and Observer.
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Fiddlers’ |
Conventlon
TR O Y

Friday, April 3rd, at the Academy

When the fiddlers the bow
All who hear will jump Jim Crow.

All are cord &’invited, but don’t come if you are too deli-
cate to withstand Convulsions of Laughter.

DOORSOPEN AT 7:30 P. M.

PRIZES.
BEST FIDDLER... $10.00.
B e . BOD,
BEST SPECIALTY - 5.00.
BEST JIG DANCER * 6.00,

25e.
ADMISSION i 85,
50e.

Tho coodn from the Con-
on piano
tor Gndod {

RULES.

1 A compebenl committes will determine -bo sn onnd-l to the several mh.fzu
their dee whether it agroes with others or n nal and
(2) Lrv y one may contest for any and all
(3) E r&.mnms.znt for fiddlers' vnu must Dll{ ane pmce unasisted, and & second
sedection with whatever
from h t &5 compiled by arrangement committee,
(4) Contestants for specialty gnu may Gse any instrument or any number of instru.
ments (banjo, mmndllnul
tion they may choose.
(5) }iedammny ulnlﬂm rown

(6) All contestants are

A. LEACH & SONS,

STAR, N. C.

AN OLD TIME
—FIDDLERS——
 CONVENTION

Ether, N. c;,

Fi'iday Night FEBRUARY 28, 1908,

sbut one selection must be §5 - mul
.~ __Tho
\d
cimer, harp, etc.) snd play, sing or recite any selec- Pinasd

music. v
to write or see the chairman of committee of arrange-

uired
ments nlmlmhummhmmtlawlhm\pnlm\luttmwh may be B

made for his accommoda

The Ladies of the Methodist Church

Under the a

ices of the
Ladies Ald

01d Tlme Fiddlers’ Convention

IN THE

Academy at Mt. Gilead, Aarch 20th, 1908.

This will be 2n occasion of genuire pleasure, and all
who can be interested are invited to enter the contest.

PRIZES:
1st Best Fl"dler
)n,l .

1st Bcst B"n jo chker
2nd °*

For further information or particulars apply to
&

0. C. BRUTON, Mt. Gilead, N. C.




Dr. Edward F. Green Dr. John B. Shamburger Dr. Eugene C. Branson







James Spurgeon Edwards

Mr. Edwards took the oath of office
Monday, October 7, 1918.

Superintendent of Montgomery County Schools
from 1918-1958.

The consolidation superintendent, 86 one and two
Room school houses abandoned and new consolidated
facilities erected.






Montgomery Is Hitting A Terrific Gait In Education

And The LittleRed 1-Teacher School House IsDoomed

Desecration and Van- I S Uwarrie and Its Evolution. Today It Is Looked
dalism it Would Have' [~ . " —1 On as Regeneration
Been Five Years Ago| R ¢ M . And Sanctification.

uo«« nu-n-u
" White tostieh praple
hunting ter Xader

Widae

snh rolina far o e
-nd ’l ne l' s M Q -'ll Nk
i as iy -m e 'I!I oo-
lll a1« 8 shriow

Greensboro Daily News - June 10, 1923

“There were in 1921, 57 one-teacher schools; in 1923 there were 24

“33 schools consolidated and contracts for six large buildings have
all structures are of brick and each site has five or more acres — still

|II

away from the pig sty ideal!

“Each, the road and the school, highballs it to the child and each k
that the little child shall lead them... it has come about that every
erected ... is on the main highway.’

“Behold, now, the gasoline go-cart! There isn't anything in Montgo
County of which its citizenship is prouder than these benzine bugg
back up to the consolidated areas and carry off the precious cargo
children. There are eight Republic 1 %2 ton trucks and three Ford ca

“Every child in these consolidated areas WILL be given high school

“The Candor High School, the handsomest of them all, saved from
to $40,000... it would cost $85,000 to build it today [1923]”
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The Rosenwald School Movement

Improved primary school buildings were
built in Montgomery County in the 1920’s.
The African American communities received

money from the Rosenwald Fund, the county
school fund, and donated their own money,
labor, and supplies to build these schools.

Julius Rosenwald was the president of
Sears Roebuck and Company and was very
passionate about schools for African American
children in the South. The original plans were
drawn at Tuskegee Institute under the direction
of Dr. Booker T. Washington.
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FLOOR PLAN NO 400
FOUR TEACHER COMMUNITY SCHOOL

To Tace BasT OrR Wear ONY




Leake’s School near Candor — Note school bell and strain insulator for radio.
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%St.‘IS:c-ephen’s School Front édéville School Rear
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Tréy; Ele;;lentary School -
Rosenwald School Plan # 3-B
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Troy School with rear of Douglass Hall left Background.




CLAS3 ROOM

CLASS RoOM

22%0"x 30v0"

THREL TEACHER COMMUNITY SCHOOL
To Face NortH or JoutH Owey

FLOOR PLAN No 3-B
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THE. JulUs ROSENWALD FUND
SCHOOLHOUSf CONSTRUCTION

4354 C(MPLEIED BUILDINGS
.‘JLY 1,1928.
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Mount Gilead Colored School-
Name changed to Mount Gilead
Negro School later.

In use until 1954




BROWN VS. BOARD
OF EDUCATION -

May, 1954

i The News =

~ HiGH COURT BANS
/.. SEGREGATION IN
BLIC_SCHOOLS

The Peabody Community residents went before the Montgomery County
Board of Commissioners on September 7th, 1954, with a petition for the
desegregation of Montgomery County Schools. Twenty seven people had signed
the petition which was delivered by J. Kenneth Lee and George A. Lawson, the
attorneys for the petitioners.

The petitioners were A. E. Thomas, Purty Thomas, Ada Butler, Hattie
Stanback, Erie Green, Sam Butler, James Smith, Jessie N. Marshall, Henry Baldwin,
Rushie McAuley, Trumella A. Diggs, A. D. Freeman, J. W. French, Oscar Thomas,
Gladys K. Thomas, Sydney Thomas, R. D. Gainey, Bertie N. Hammond, Jass Cagle,
Irene Martin, Daisy Harris, James Butler, N. W. Lowery, Flora Kelly Simmons, T. H.
Simmons, Ernest Simmons, and George Simmons, President of the Peabody High

F School Parent-Teacher Association (P.T.A.)

“The above petition was presented to the board by J. Kenneth Lee and
George A. Lawson, attorneys, requesting immediate desegregation of the county
schools in accordance with the recent decision of the United States Supreme
Court. This petition was read and heard by the board and the attorneys were
advised that the board would take it under consideration and would give them
some answer thereto within ten days. The Board of Education advised Attorney
G.S. Garriss and Superintendent J. S. Edwards to take the above petition before the
Attorney General of North Carolina for his advice. It was agreed by the board that
this meeting adjourn until the thirteenth day of September, 1954 at which time an
answer would be given to the above petition.”




THE PEARSALL PLAN

to

" Save

ou/L

* Schooli

Here, briefly, is the Pearsall Committee plan to preserve
North Carolina’s public school system. It is the resull of a
hard, conscientious study conducted since the U, S, Supreme
Court decision of May 17, 1954, This pamphlet does not
attempt to answer every question. It is designed to give
bhasic information. Full information may be obtained by
writing the North Carolina Advisory Commitfee on Educa-
tion, Room 357, Revenue Building, Raleigh.

Quoted from the bulletin:

1. What is the purpose of this Program?
A: Itis an effort to preserve North Carolina’s Public School System.

2. Why should we amend our state constitution?

A: Tt is necessary to amend the N.C. Constitution in order that the
state Legislature can pass the necessary laws to protect the people
against unacceptable mixing of the races and thereby assure
public support of the schools.

5. If the people approve this program will my child be forced to
attend school with a member of another race?
A: Emphatically NO.

6. Isthis whole thing an effort to defy the U.S. Supreme Court?
A: Itis not defiance. Itis an attempt to stay within that
decision, even though a great majority of our citizens disapprove
of the Supreme Court’s ruling...Etc.




Peabody Gymtorium built 1955

-Students of Peabody High &
Elementary raised money for the
erection of the gymnasium/auditorium
by fund-raising. They sold candy, nuts,
cookies, popcorn, freeze pops, fruit,
magazine and newspaper subscriptions,
produce, etc. to build the gymtorium.

-Pictured from left to right:
E.B. Coleman, Edgar Anderson, J.S.
Edwards, R.T. Hoffman, and S.T.

Hawkins

-Samuel T. Hawkins, graduate of
Burlington City Schoolsand N.C.A & T
University and Columbia University,
became principal of Peabody in that
same year, 1955.







1959. Our elementary schools were, at that time, deemed too small for consolidation.

Project #1 - The constuction of the new West Montgomery High School, the new construction and alterations at Troy Elementary
Schools, and the new construction and/or alterations at Peabody School.

Project #2 - The construction of the new East Montgomery High School, the new construction at Brutonville Elementary School,
the new construction at Highland Elementary School, and alterations at Mt. Gilead Elementary School.

Advertisement for bids on June 6th, 1960. - Bids opened July 5th. Construction began on August 1st, 1960. - Buildings completed
and accepted by the Board of Education, August 7, 1961.

West Montgomery: Wilson Property, Approximately 60 acres, Martin Property, Matheson Property south of Highway 27A,
approximately 4 acres at a price not to exceed $300 per acre.

East Montgomery: J.C. McCaskill Property 41.8 acres, B.B. Monroe Property 72.2 acres.

Approximate cost of the West Site : $26,100.00

Approximate cost of the East Site: $33,110.00

Total cost of land purchase : $59,210.00

In summation - The plans for that great new consolidation was thus:

$1,200,000 - for the proposed new consolidated high schools ( including land purchases.)

$290,000 - for the Troy, Star, Biscoe, Candor and Mt. Gilead Elementary Schools

$260,000 - for Peabody School, Brutonville School, and Highland School.

TOTAL:$1,750,000.00

[t may be noted that the white schools were appropriated $1,490,000 for new buildings or improvements...the black schools
received $260,000. In light of these numbers, it is interesting to note that the schools were integrated almost completely by 1968.




West Montgomery High School




Date, April i, 1965

May 17, 1965).

TO: Parénts of All Scl
FROM: Montgomery C

DATE: April 7, 1905

MONTGOMERY COUNTY SCHOOLS
Troy, North Carolina i
wo! Children in Montgomery County

ounty Bonrd of BEducation

Note: The foilowing is a copy of 1he form which will be sent to each
Larom on Fridey, May 7. 1965, which is to be returned by Mondays

$ SCT: Pupil Assis nmert for 1965-66
QUB#: gnlr"npl.:'x{w svith the Civil Rights Act of 1964 the Montgomery
County Board of Educution hereby informs you of your freedom of
choice to sclect the s¢ ool in a designated attendance area that you
wish your child 1o attend, during the 1265 66 school year

Please 11l in the atlache 1 sheet and return to your child's home-

Child’'s Name

Address
Present Sehool

low. Please

-
S&,r" ;
Attendax eul
Elementary S dents:

Last
Name of Parent or Guardian ¢

Each of the five attendance ureas in pur county
or mere schools. Every child in our ¢ounty may ehodse 1o attend
the school ©f his choice that serves hi

tendance area and the schools

foom teacher within the rext ten days. The deadline for turning
these forms in 1s April 17, 1865. :

The swme form must he submitted to the local whoo! for all
children who will be six g : "
form may be obtatned from the pringipal's office.

After recciving, these forms, the Montgomery County I_}o:n'd of
Education will assign your c¢hild to the school of your choice. No
assignments made ‘will be baked on race, color, or national origin.
Notification of the Board's decision concerning school assignments
will be made prokto the closé of the 1964-05 school year. 4

MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
School Assignment Roquest Form

years old on or bofore October 16, 1065, This

Date of Birth
First Miadle

L A¥Grade

gerved by two

his attendance area. The at-
irg each area are listed be-

v

put a check mark in the box in front of the school
that you would like for your child to attend.

7vﬁ"ﬁlblo Cholces Within Attendance Areas

,  Biscoe Candor
Attendance Area Attendance Area

Elementary Students: Elemgntary Students;.,

[] Star P {1 Biscoe ] Candor
O Bmtonv.glé 7] Brutonville [} Brutonville
High SchoaliSihiderts: High School Studerits: High School Studerts:
[] EastM ery [ ] East Montgomery | Bast Montgomery
[] Peabodyy [) Peabody (7] Peabody

M1 . Troy

Attendan ea ~Attendance Area

Elementary, Students: 32 -4 Elgmentary Students:
] Mt. Gilead™ ] Troy
[7] Highland [] Peabody
High School § 15: J /| High Sehool Students:
7] West Mon . L ] West Montgomery
0 Pcabody. S i Bl Peabody
To he completed by school official s TUES

Date Received

I By Whom Recel

O I e

FREEDOM OF CHOICE PLAN

ROCLAMATION

Monjcgomery County N.C. Board of Education examining the
. Compliance plan for the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Seated from left
. 1 foward Dorsett- Ch.arlman,- C. Wade Mobley, Superintendent. Standing
rom left, James A. Burt- Vice Chairman, Earle Connelly, Everette Freeman, and Ralph
Lassiter. ,




MONTGOMERY COUNTY SCHOOLS
Troy, North Carolina

March 31, 1966

Dear Parent:

Our community has adopted a school desegregation plan as required by Title VI of the Civi‘l Rights
Act of 1964. We will no longer have separate schools for children of different races. The desegregation plan
has been accepted by the U. S. Office of Education under the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

The plan requires every student or his parent to choose the school the student will attend in the
coming school year. It does not matter which school the student is attending this year, and it does not
matter whether that school was formerly a white or a Negro school. You and your child may select
any school you wish.

A choice of school is required for each student. A student cannot be enrolled at any school next
school year unless a choice of schools is made. This spring there will be a 30-day choice period, begin-
ning March 31, 1966, and ending April 30, 1966.

A choice form listing the available schools and grades is enclosed. This form must be filled out
and returned. You may mail it in the enclosed envelope, or deliver it by hand to any school or to the
address above any time during the 30-day choice period. No one may require you to file your choice
form- before the end of the choice period. No preference will be given for choosing early during the choice
period.

No principal, teacher or other school official is permitted to influence anyone in making a choice.
No one is permitted to favor or penalize any student or other person because of a choice made. Once a
choice is made, it cannot be changed except for serious hardship.

- Also enclosed is an explanatory notice giving full details about the desegregation plan. It tells you
how to exercise your rights under the plan, and tells you how teachers, school buses, sports and other

* Your School Board and the school staff will do everything we can to see to it that the rights of all
students are protected and that our desegregation plan is carried out successfully.
sciog




July 8, 1982
Demolition of Star Middle School for new
Star-Biscoe Elementary School building.
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GREEN RIDGE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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THE END... "FOR NOW

"In the race of life we seldom see, the baton that's handed to you and
me...The meaning and purpose of what’s to be - the reason we're born,
..our legacy." - C. Pickernell




