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MARCH 3, 2023

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Report Cards Parent Portal 3/13/23
Board of Education Meeting 3/14/23 7:00 PM
Early Dismissal 12:40 PM Parent Teacher Conferences 3/16/23
Pre-School Parent Night 3/21/23
PTA Tricky Tray 3/24/23
Board of Education Meeting 3/27/23 7:00 PM
Second Grade Field Trip Crayola Factory 3/30/23

SECOND GRADE NEWS
Second graders are scientists! The students are exploring and understanding the ways that our
earth changes. The classes are using Mystery Science, an online exploration science guide, to
learn about fast and slow changes to our earth’s surface. Second graders will observe two
rivers that look very different and pose questions about why this may be happening. Students
will work with small groups to explore questions like: “Why is there sand at the beach?”,
“Where
do �ash �oods happen?”, and “If you �oated down a river, where would you end up?” They will
also build models that solve a common problem, “How do you stop erosion?”. We are so
excited to be beginning this unit of study!

Mrs. Collier

FOURTH GRADE NEWS
Fourth Grade ELA and Social Studies Update:
The fourth graders have all been so busy these last few weeks digging into our non�ction
reading and writing units! Everyone has been researching and exploring exciting new topics.
The students wrote essays and gave presentations after reading multiple non�ction texts. We



have been transitioning into a new class novel, The City of Ember, and everyone is very excited
to see what adventures the characters will embark on in this unusual
setting!
Students have been practicing �uency techniques and small group book discussions in
English Language Arts as well.

In Social Studies, we learned about the Lunar New Year as we read a short novel called Year of
the Dog. We have also been exploring the American
government structure using our social studies textbook. We have gotten off to a great start in
2023!

Mrs. Maeurer

MUSIC NEWS
This month in Music some of our Advanced Band and Select Choir members have been
rehearsing new music for the upcoming District Band and Choir Concert! These students will
have the opportunity to meet and perform with students from other elementary schools in our
district as well as some middle school students from Kittatinny Regional High School! This
concert will be at KRHS on Monday, March 27, 2023.

In our music classes, the sixth graders have begun learning about different musical careers
both performing and non-performing). The fourth and �fth graders have been working on
composing, rehearing, and performing their original percussion compositions. Third grade has
been working on reading rhythms and notes to get ready to learn the recorder!

Miss O'Brien

NEWS FROM MRS. MAKAREVICH
Recycling News!

Our student recycling group, Cafeteria Connections, continues to lead our school’s recycling
efforts, with the help of the 5th grade Green Team! In our school cafeteria, students recycle
every day and have reduced the waste that goes into a land�ll. 6th-grade volunteers continue
to assist younger students with placing recyclables in the correct bins during their lunch
periods. In classrooms, everyone recycles paper, plastics, cans, juice boxes, and bottles. We
are so proud of our school wide efforts to recycle and make a difference!

This year we continue to partner with the TREX decking company and have shared recycling
bins for the collection of plastic �lm in the community. The community's locations are outside
of Town Hall and the Community Center. Parent volunteers take the plastic from the
community bins and deliver it to school, where the members of our student club weigh and
organize the plastic �lm. After placing the bags in our outdoor recycling area, more parent



volunteers collect them and deliver them to Weis in Newton to be transported to the TREX
company. We have already recycled over 410 pounds of plastic this school year!

We are excited to be able to continue our efforts to reduce waste that travels to land�lls!
Please share the news with friends and neighbors in the community - we welcome all
recyclers! Please see attached �yers for more information and speci�cs regarding what can
be recycled in these bins.

Keep Recycling!

SCHOOL.pdf
Flow of plastic �lm from recycling to bin.

MORE NEWS FROM MRS. MAKAREVICH

Sustainable Jersey for Schools and NJEA
$2,000 Grant Project Complete
Many of our students look forward to their time in our school cafeteria - it’s a time to
socialize with friends and refuel for the day. However, in Stillwater, some students come to
school hungry - food insecurity is a reality in their lives. Our Cafeteria Connection (a group of
student volunteers) supports our school recycling programs and noticed that there is an awful
lot of food wasted in the cafeteria each day. They wondered if there was a way to “recycle” the
packaged food items and pass them along to our students. A Sustainable Jersey for
Schools/NJEA grant was written by Mrs. Makarevich to obtain funds to purchase sharing
carts for extra food. In 2022, our school received $2,000 to support this project from the
Sustainable Jersey for Schools Program and NJEA.

This is yet another example of the students’ efforts to address an issue in their school and
work together for a positive solution!
After receiving preliminary approval from the Administration, the sharing program was
developed. The Cafeteria Connection purchased two sharing carts, complete with cooler,
reusable ice packs, and baskets to place in two locations in the cafeteria. Students collect
and save unopened, prepackaged food items from our school cafeteria, such as milk, carrot
sticks, yogurt, cheese sticks, and more. Items are placed in a bin for students to snack from.
At the end of the �nal lunch period, the snacks are placed in the large refrigerator to be saved
for the next day. Teachers are able to select snacks for students in their classrooms who are
not able to bring their own snacks from home for designated snack times. The extra food is
also available for students in the cafeteria who are still hungry after �nishing their lunches. So,
in effect, our students have found a way to “recycle” food to solve the problem of food
insecurity for students at Stillwater Elementary School!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ls2CTpUV-LC2DrxW9b_VQlEX04Ypw6lP/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_D6kNm8TNhdUP2-_V5IAZndNiVYnyTT7ZygfsNM1QSs/edit?usp=sharing


YEAR BOOK NEWS
ATTENTION 6TH GRADE PARENTS:

It is that time of the year for you to submit your child's baby picture for the yearbook. You may
email the baby photo to meghan.earley@stillwaterschool.net or you may send in a copy and
we will scan the photo and get it back to you! We would like to have them all by the end of
January.

Thank You!

Mrs. Earley & Mrs. Riva

YEAR BOOK BIOGRAPHY FORMS
Attention 6th Grader! Please remember to complete your Yearbook Biography Form that was
shared with you! This, as well as a baby picture (print or digital) will be included in the
yearbook. Please reach out to Mrs. Riva or Mrs. Earley if you have any questions! The baby
picture can either be brought to school and we will scan and return it, or you may email it to
either of us: maureen.riva@stillwaterschool.net meghan.earley@stillwaterschool.net

Mrs. Riva

YEARBOOK ORDERS
Our yearbook sale has begun! What better way to remember the 2022-2023 school year than by
purchasing a yearbook. The cost this year is $24! There are two ways you can order. By using
the link below and ordering online or sending in the money to your child's homeroom teacher!
Flyers will be coming home with students next week as well as order forms if you prefer to
send the money into the school. For ordering or payment questions, please contact Kimberly
Williams Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent at 973-383-6635 or email
kimberly williams@stillwaterschool net
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Mrs. Earley
https://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A09873794
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