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FREQUENTLY ASKEDFREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS & RESOURCESQUESTIONS & RESOURCES

What is the Student Fundraiser?
The Student Fundraiser is our annual student-led school fundraiser that

highlights and supports our vibrant community. In 2024, each student is

championed to “Share Your Love for SMA” by raising $200 through their

extended network of fr iends and family to contribute to the school-wide

goal of $100,000. The event is a learning opportunity for students;

teaching them about the importance of philanthropy, while giving them on

the ground experience with fundraising. The funds raised through the

Student Fundraiser support the entire SMA community, benefit ing

academics, extra-curricular activit ies,  tuit ion assistance, and more.  

When is the Student Fundraiser?
Monday, September 30 through Thursday, October 17,  2024.

Who should you ask for donations?
The student fundraiser is an opportunity for students to engage with their

communities,  including neighbors, extended family members, church

friends, and their parents’ co-workers. Students are encouraged to share

their personal St.  Mary’s story and educate their community on the

school’s special impact on young women. The student fundraiser is about

deepening the web of support for SMA.
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Can people make donations online?
Yes! Each student is required to make a fundraising page, which can be

shared to social media, via email ,  or texted. Donating online is a quick and

easy alternative to writ ing a check. Information about how to set up a

page can be found on the Student Fundraiser Resources Page.

Is donating online the only way to support SMA?
Not at al l !  Donations can be made via your fundraising page, by cash, or

check. Cash or check donations that you have raised can be left in the

donation box in the front office. Be sure to f i l l  out a donation envelope

with the information requested for the donation to count towards your

total .  Envelopes are in the front office next to the donut trophy. 



FREQUENTLY ASKEDFREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS & RESOURCESQUESTIONS & RESOURCES

What if I  can’t participate in the walk? (injury,
i l lness, physical l imitation, etc.)
I f  you cannot participate in the walk, you can sti l l  participate in the

fundraiser (and carnival day!) by collecting donations and meeting your

personal fundraising goal of $200. You are sti l l  el igible to win al l  of the

prizes and participate in al l  of the fun. The day of the walk you wil l  be

assigned a task at SMA to assist with the production of the event or cheer

on your fel low students. 

What is the Spirit Walk?
This low-intensity and high-fun walk is three-miles long and begins at

SMA. It loops around the Wil lamette River along Waterfront Park, across

the Steel Bridge, down the Eastbank Esplanade, and then across the

Hawthorne Bridge and back to the school.   

With whom do I walk?
Each TA walks together! You wil l  be dismissed by TA (seniors f irst!) and

wil l  walk with your class. All  students are required to turn in a permission

sl ip to their TA in order to participate. 

Who do I ask if I  have more questions? 
Please reach out to Liz Olufson at l iz.olufson@smapdx.org
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What tools are there to help you fundraise?
Visit the Student Fundraiser Resources Page for helpful t ips to start

fundraising. 

Use the example letter/email  template to help when requesting

donations.

Create your individual and customizable Fundraising Page to share with

family and friends.

SMAporters! These are people who want to donate to the student

fundraiser but don’t have a student to donate to. Fi l l  out the “request a

SMAporter form on the Resources Page for more information.



                           your extended network of friends and family
with personalized emails, letters, calls, and videos!​ Just
think, if you ask 20 people for $10 you will have made your
goal!

CONTACT

CREATE                       your online fundraising page. This takes less
than a minute and can make a huge impact in achieving
your fundraising goal!

COMPILE                         a list of contacts. Use the contact list sheet
and ask template as a place to brainstorm. Ask your
parents for contacts and be sure to ask if their employer
will match their gift. Employer gift matching will double
the amount you earn!

                              Share your online fundraising page and
love of SMA on social media. Also, look for fun student
fundraiser posts on SMA social media and share them to
help promote the event! 

BE SOCIAL!

                                                                           as money comes
in and be sure to send thank you notes! Notecards are
available in the front office.

SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION

                                       If you are unsure of where to start, who
to ask, or need some new ideas on how to fundraise, we
are here to help! Ask your TA and classmates for their
suggestions about how they fundraise, or reach out to Liz
Olufson, to get contact information for people who want
to donate to you!

ASK FOR TIPS!

STEPS TO STARTSTEPS TO START
FUNDRAISINGFUNDRAISING
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WHY WE FUNDRAISEWHY WE FUNDRAISE

44



Fill out the information and click "Become a Fundraiser".

Click on the "Set Up Your Fundraising Page" button.

HOW TO SET UP YOURHOW TO SET UP YOUR
FUNDRAISING PAGEFUNDRAISING PAGE
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Visit the Student Fundraising Resources Page.



After personalizing your page, Join your TA Team. Click the "Join
a Team" button.

Search for your TA and click "Join".

HOW TO SET UP YOURHOW TO SET UP YOUR
FUNDRAISING PAGEFUNDRAISING PAGE
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PERSONALIZE YOUR PAGE!                                                        Adding a photo and information
on why you love SMA helps you raise more funds!



THANK YOUR DONORS! Send them a card or email them a note
to show your appreciation!

FUNDRAISE to support SMA and win prizes! Share your fundraising    
page with family, friends, and others by texting, emailing, or sending a
letter to them with the link to your fundraising page.

SAVE  YOUR CONFIRMATION EMAIL with your donation link to
share. Don’t delete this email, it also allows you to access your
page and make edits.

HOW TO SET UP YOURHOW TO SET UP YOUR
FUNDRAISING PAGEFUNDRAISING PAGE
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Here is an example of a fundraising ask email to help you get started. The most
successful fundraising letters reflect who you are and what SMA means to you! If you
are new to SMA sharing about why you are excited to be here is a great way to start! 

EMAIL ASK TEMPLATEEMAIL ASK TEMPLATE  

Hello Friend!

As you know, I am proud to be a student at St. Mary’s Academy.

Attending St. Mary’s has helped me to grow as a person in amazing

ways and I love being part of this community. I participate in mock

trial and play on the lacrosse team, and my teachers and everyone at

SMA are always there to support me. I’m raising funds to show my

appreciation for how SMA has impacted my life and hopefully help

the school grow and thrive for years to come.  

I am reaching out to ask if you would contribute to our SMA Student

Fundraiser this year. My personal fundraising goal is $200, which goes

toward our school-wide goal to raise $100,000. The money we raise

goes toward academics, sports, clubs and other extracurricular

activities as well as the school’s financial aid program. You can give

through my personal fundraising page.  You can also donate by

visiting: www.stmaryspdx.org/support-sma/studentfundraiser

P.S. The fundraising deadline is Thursday, October 17th.  If you’d prefer to mail your

gift, you can send it here:

Thank you for your consideration!

Student Name, Class year

St. Mary’s Academy c/o Student Fundraiser

 1615 SW 5th Ave.

Portland, OR 97201

Please also be sure to include my name on the check
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GRANDPARENTS,
AUNTS, UNCLES &

COUNSINS

DOCTOR &
HAIRDRESSER

FAMILY FRIENDS CHURCH FRIENDS

COACHES

TUTORS &
INSTRUCTORS

NEIGHBORS

COWORKERS

CONTACT IDEASCONTACT IDEAS
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Student
Fundraiser
Kickoff
Assembly

1 2 3

Dodgeball
Tournament
Round #1

4
Finish your
fundraising page
to receive an
SMA temporary
tattoo! 

7
Rose Week

8
Rose Week

Dodgeball

Tournament

Round #2

9
Rose Week

Midpoint Prize

Announced by

3pm

10
Rose Week

11
NO SCHOOL

14
Spirit Week!

15
Spirit Week!

Dodgeball

Tournament

Round #3

16
Spirit Week!

17
Spirit Walk

Class Color Day

18
Spirit Week!

21 22

Midpoint Prize -

Llama Visit!

23 24 25

MON TUE WED THU FRI

CALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS
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SPIRIT MONTH ACTIVITIESSPIRIT MONTH ACTIVITIES
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THE GRADE WITH THE BEST RECORD AT THE END OF THE
TOURNAMENT RECEIVES A BONUS DONATION TO THEIR

CLASS TOTAL!

DONATIONS WILL BE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE.
DONATION TOTALS WILL BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION
IF THERE IS A TIE IN THE STANDINGS AT THE END OF THE

TOURNAMENT.



SPIRIT MONTH ACTIVITIESSPIRIT MONTH ACTIVITIES
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1

2

3

SPIRIT WALKSPIRIT WALK
ROUTE & MAPROUTE & MAP
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ALL PERMISSION SLIPS MUST BE
TURNED INTO YOUR TA IN ORDER

TO GO ON THE SPIRIT WALK 
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TA PRIZESTA PRIZES

STUDENT PRIZESSTUDENT PRIZES

2024 Student Fundraiser

PRIZES!PRIZES!
COMMUNITY PRIZESCOMMUNITY PRIZES
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2024 Student Fundraiser

PRIZES!PRIZES!

CLASS TROPHY!CLASS TROPHY!

CUSTOMIZED BLEACHER SEATSCUSTOMIZED BLEACHER SEATS

*SMA recently debuted our brand-new
gymnasium and, in celebration, have

given community members the
opportunity to customize bleacher seat
plaques. This Student Fundraiser prize is

for bleacher seats in the balcony.
Supplies are limited, and plaques will be

awarded first-come, first-served to
students who raise $500+. 

SMA ALL-STARSSMA ALL-STARS
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