Sarasota Military Academy
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

18 JUNE 2024

Board of Director Members’ Attendance

Present:

Dr. Thomas J. McElheny, Former Capt, USMC, Chair
Erica Gregory, Lt Col, USAF (Ret), Vice Chair

Pete Skokos, Treasurer

Heather Koester, Former SGT, USAR

Jerry Neff, BG, USA (Ret)

Ron Skipper

Richard Swoope, COL, USA (Ret)

Michael Tollerton, Former CPT, USA (virtual)

Absent: Herb Jones, Chair Emeritus; Ben Knisely, COL, USA (Ret), Secretary; Brent Bogart, Former LT, USN;
Carlos Moreira, 1% Sgt, USMCR; SMA-LTC Caitlin West, Assistant Head of High School; SMA-LTC Abby Williams,
Assistant Head of High School; SMA-COL Tom Vara, Head of Middle School; LTC Cheryl Korwin, Assistant Head
of Middle School; MAJ (Ret) Russ Osterfeld, SAl; SMA-MAJ Charlie Carver, Athletic Director; SMA-CPT Ellie De
Murias, MS Faculty Representative; SFC Ernesto Ramirez, HS Faculty Representative

SMA Administrative Staff in Attendance:
SMA-COL Christina Bowman, Head of High School/Academy Provost
SMA-LTC Steve Kok, Director of Finance (virtual)

Guests in Attendance: Ms. Kelli Anderson; LTC Scott Lempe; SMA-MAJ Michael Finley, Drumline Instructor; Ms.
Nikki Orth, PTCC President (virtual)

Location: SMA High School
The chair called the meeting to order at 2:34 pm.

Chair Thomas McElheny started the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chair McElheny amended the agenda to move the nominating committee first.

Nominating Committee: Chair McElheny moved to approve the nomination of Ron Skipper to the Board of
Directors; Ms. Heather Koester seconded the motion and the board unanimously approved.












