
 

 

Clayton County Board of Education 
Board Work Session / Meeting 

August 26, 2024 
6:00 PM 

 

1058 Fifth Avenue 
Jonesboro, GA 30236 

 

“Building a Better Tomorrow, Today” 
 

Members Present: Dr. Jessie Goree (Board Chair), Mr. Benjamin Straker (Vice Chair), Ms. Mary Baker, Ms. 
Jasmine Bowles, Mr. Mark Christmas, Ms. Joy Tellis Cooper, Dr. Deatrice Haney, Ms. Sabrina Hill, Ms. 
Victoria Williams, Dr. Anthony W. Smith, Superintendent/CEO 

SUMMARY 

Executive Session (5:00 PM - 6:00 PM / Closed to Public)  

 
I. Call to Order 

Dr. Goree called the Meeting to order at 6:16 pm. 
 

II. Executive Session 
Motion Made: For the Board to enter into Executive Session to discuss Personnel, Land, and Legal 
Motion: Ms. Hill 
Second: Ms. Tellis Cooper 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 
Dr. Goree led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Dr. Goree asked for a moment of silence for the following students who passed: 

● Elijah Rosen, 10th grader, Charles Drew HS 
● Amyzic Caperton, 8th grader, Eddie White Academy 

 
● Be in prayer for Delon Jackson, a 10 grader, at Charles Drew HS, who was hit by a car.  His leg was amputated 

as a result of the accident and most recently foot was amputated. 
 
A video tribute to Mrs. Ophelia Burroughs, a former Board Member (12 years) who passed was shown in her memory. 
 

IV. Board Recognitions 
The Superintendent and Board stepped down for Board Recognitions. 
 

V. Ethics Statement 
The Ethics Statement was read by Dr. Goree. 
 

VI. Adoption of the Agenda 
Motion Made: For the Board to adopt the August 26, 2024 Board Work Session/Board Meeting Agenda as submitted. 
Motion: Mr. Christmas 
Second: Ms. Baker 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

VII. Public Participation 
No one signed up for public participation. 
 

VIII. Executive Session Recommendations 
1. Assistant Principal – Michelle Obama STEM Academy 

Motion Made: For the Board to approve the Superintendent’s recommendation of Ms. Mekia Henderson as Assistant 
Principal of Michelle Obama STEM Academy. 
Motion: Ms. Bowles 



Second: Ms. Baker 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

2. Coordinator – Elementary Science 
Motion Made:  For the Board to approve the Superintendent’s recommendation of Ms. De’Juan Winfield as Coordinator 
of Elementary Science. 
Motion: Ms. Tellis Cooper 
Second: Ms. Hill 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

IX. Announcements 
The announcements were read by students from Mt. Zion High School. 
 
Dr. Goree acknowledged that Board Member Sabrina Hill celebrated a Birthday on August 21st. 
 

X. Approval of Minutes 
The Board had no corrections or objections to the below minutes.  Therefore Dr. Goree declared the minutes accepted as 
submitted. 
 
     A. Minutes - Board Work Session July 29, 2024 
 

 
     B. Minutes - Board Meeting August 5, 2024 
 

 
XI. Updates to the Board 
 

A. School Leadership and Improvement - Dr. Keith Colbert 
Dr. Keith Colbert, Sr. Chief of Schools provided updates to the Board and Community on grading across the district. 
Dr. Melvin Blocker, Executive Director, Department of Student Discipline, Prevention & Intervention provided 
updates to the Board and Community on the Y.E.S. Program. 
 

 
XI. The Consent Agenda (for action) - All Consent Agenda Items will be presented prior to voting 

Motion Made: For the Board to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted minus the Corrective Action Plan (under the 
Financial Report) which will be voted on as a separate item. 
Motion:  Ms. Tellis Cooper 
Second: Ms. Bowles 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

A. Financial Report 
Corrective Action Plan presentation.  
Motion Made: For the Board to approve the Corrective Action Plan as presented. 
Motion: Ms. Baker 
Second: Ms. Tellis Cooper 
Vote:  Unanimous 
 

 
     B. SPLOST Revenue Report 
 

 
     C. Purchasing Report 
 

 
     D. Budget Amendment 
 

 
     E. SPLOST Construction Report 
 

 
     F. Capital Purchasing Report 
 

 
     G. FY26 Capital Outlay Project 
 

 
     H. Personnel Changes Report 
 

 
XIII. Board Matters 



 
A. Policy Series G - Second Read/Vote 

No vote was taken tonight 
 

 
B. Policy Series M - Second Read/Vote 

No vote was taken tonight 
 

 
C. Naming of Jonesboro High School Courtroom 

Motion Made: For the Board to approve naming the Jonesboro High School Courtroom after Officer Henry N. Laxson 
Motion: Ms. Baker 
Second: Mr. Straker 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

 
XIV. The Business Agenda (for action) 
None 
 
XV. Adjournment 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
 
 

 
 

 

NOTE:  This is a summary of the August 26, 2024, Board Work Session/Board Meeting of the Clayton County 
Board of Education.  The official minutes will be voted on at the next regular business meeting of the Board and will 
be made available to the public thereafter. 


