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Principal’s Message

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to Stonecreek Junior High School. At Stonecreek, we strive to develop our students into
young adults who are independent, mature, responsible and willing to take on leadership challenges.
Our major goal is to ensure all students are prepared to be successful in high school. We are a proud
AVID (Advancement via Individual Determination) National Demonstration site, boosting a strong
schoolwide and elective program. Through AVID methodology, students learn critical WICOR
(Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and Reading) strategies that build a solid foundation
for academic success. In conjunction with AVID, Stonecreek seeks to inspire students to explore
their future education and career paths. Throughout the year, we provide ongoing education
regarding college preparation, organize college �eld trips for all students, and host 2 annual Career
Fairs. These are designed to motivate students to begin thinking about their future goals. We also
provide a robust selection of COI (Course of Interest) courses that connect to career pathways.
Finally, we work to build a positive network where all students are encouraged and supported. We
are a PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports) Gold level school. We provide aligned,
clear expectations, incentives and consequences to help students learn. Daily social emotional
Learning is taught through homeroom to support personal growth. Through our programs and
positive interactions we live the Stonecreek purpose “To inspire and equip leaders to enrich our
global community” daily.

Students will bene�t greatly from their experience at Stonecreek, if they come to school on-time
each day prepared to give their best e�ort on and o� campus, participate in school activities and
meet the expectations of our Panama-Buena Vista Union School District’s vision to be the model of
“Excellence in Education”.

This handbook has been compiled to provide parents, guardians and students with helpful
information regarding Stonecreek Junior High’s programs, rules and procedures which govern our
school’s daily operation. Please take the time to read this handbook carefully and keep it as a
reference. If you have any questions regarding its content, please contact the school o�ce.

Respec�ully,
Katrina Wilson
Principal
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GENERAL STUDENT INFORMATION& EXPECTATIONS

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES

IMPORTANT: All students should be on campus each school day from 8:20a.m. to 3:40
p.m. Supervision is not scheduled until 8:00a.m. Therefore, students should not arrive on
campus before 8:00am., unless they are enrolled in 0 Period PE. Students arriving between
8:00am. and 8:14a.m. will be required to report to the Multipurpose Room. At 8:15am.,
students may enter the campus. Zero Period P.E. students should arrive no earlier than
7:30a.m. After-school supervision ends at 3:45p.m. Therefore, students should be off
campus by 3:45p.m. Arrival and dismissal times for other supervised school activities
shall be agreed upon by parents, guardians, and school administrators.

ABSENCE FROMSCHOOL
Regular attendance is one of the most important factors affecting a student's academic
and social success in school. Frequent absences and tardiness are harmful to the
academic progress of any student. However, if it is necessary for a student to be absent
for a legitimate reason, such as illness, then the following procedures should be followed:

1. Parents or guardians should call the school attendance clerk at (661)834-4521 on
the days of any absences in order to provide the reasons that their students are
absent from school.

2. On the day any students return to school after being absent, they should bring
notes from their parents, guardians, or health care provider documentation to the
Student Window before 8:25a.m. These notes should provide the reasons that
students were absent from any periods during the school day in order to excuse
those period absences.

A parent or guardian who doesn’t call the attendance clerk on the day of their
student’s absence or any student not bringing a note to the Student Window on the
day that student returns to school after being absent will result in Unexcused
Absences for periods absent.
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LATE TO SCHOOL
The law requires that students be in their classrooms when the tardy bell rings at 8:28 a.m.
If a student arrives on campus after the bell rings at 8:28a.m. the following procedures
should be followed:

1. If there is a legitimate reason for the tardy (such as a health care provider visit),
then the parent or guardian should provide documentation from the health care
provider in order to excuse their student’s tardiness. That student should present
the documentation to the school attendance clerk in order to receive an excused
tardy slip before reporting to the classroom.

2. All students who arrive on campus after 8:28 a.m. should report to the
administration office to complete a TARDY / ABSENT slip.

TRUANCY
A student is truant if he or she is absent or tardy for more than thirty minutes without a
valid excuse on three occasions in a school year. Unexcused absences, including family
trips for pleasure, recreation, or business purposes or failing to provide verification of an
excused absence for more than 10(ten) consecutive school days can result in the student
being dropped from all classes and there is a risk for that student not being allowed to
return to the same school.

WRITTEN NOTIFICATIONOF TRUANCY / CORRECTIVE STEPS
Upon a pupil’s initial classification as a truant, the District shall notify the pupil’s parent
or guardian in writing by first class mail or other reasonable means. The content of the
written communication shall explain that the parent/guardian is obligated to compel the
attendance of the pupil. It shall also explain that parents or guardians who fail to meet
this obligation may be guilty of an infraction and subject to prosecution. The written
notification shall include a statement that explains the parents/guardian’s right to meet
with appropriate school personnel to discuss solutions to the pupil’s truancy. If student
truancy continues after written notification to the parents/guardians, other measures
may be initiated by the District. These may include home visits by the District attendance
administrator and/or the Bakersfield Police Department or Kern County Sheriff.

Habitually truant students may be referred to the District attendance administrator,
the Bakersfield Police Department, Kern County Sheriff, a school attendance review
board, a truancy mediation program, the Kern County District Attorney, probation
officer, and/or juvenile court in accordancewith state law.

LEAVING EARLY/SIGNING STUDENTS OUT
Students who need to leave campus during the school dayMUST be signed out by a
person listed on their emergency card. There are NO exceptions. Photo I.D. is required.
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ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

Arrival Procedures:

● Students should not arrive before 8:00 AM. They will enter the MPR if they arrive
before 8:15a.m.

● Students with Zero Period P.E. should not arrive before 7:30 a.m.

● The gates will open at 8:15 AM for students to enter campus.

● The bell for students to report to class will ring at 8:23 AM.

● The gates will close at 8:26 AM to allow for the staff monitoring them to move to
their classrooms or other monitoring areas, so students that arrive after the gates
have closed must report to the office for entry.

● The bell for class to begin (the tardy bell) will ring at 8:28 AM. Students not in their
classroom before this bell will be marked as tardy.

Dismissal Procedures:

● Students are dismissed at 3:40 p.m. daily. Students riding bikes or busses will be
dismissed from the bus gate. Students being picked up by a parent will be
dismissed from the gym gate. Students walking home will be dismissed by the
office gate. Please pick your student up on time and pay attention to the
communications sent home informing you of minimum days or early release
times. Also during ‘Fog' season, be sure to watch the morning news, check the
internet, or listen to the radio for “Fog Delay” notifications.

Failure to followArrival/Dismissal Procedures can result in students receiving
consequences.

EMERGENCYCARDS

Each student should have emergency information on file in the school office. These cards
are for the purpose of contacting parents, or some other party specified by parents, in the
case of an emergency. This information also tells us who to contact if parents are
unavailable. Most importantly, we cannot release a student from school except to a
person with proper I.D. listed on this card. Current addresses, phone numbers, and
emergency contacts are very important. Please inform the school of any changes of
phone number, address, etc., during the year.
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HEALTH SERVICES

Students should be sent to school every morning healthy, rested, suitably dressed,
adequately nourished, and ready to learn.

MEDICATION
The administration of medication to pupils by designated school personnel shall be done
only when the student’s health may be jeopardized without the medication and when
such administration has been requested in writing and approved by both the treating
physician and the student’s parent.

1. Students requiring medication during school hours (either prescription or
non-prescription) should have a completed and signed Pupil Medication to be
Administered at School #709030 on file at the school site.

2. Students should have the original container brought to the school office by the
parent. It will be kept in a safe and secure place and given to the child as indicated
on the Pupil Medication to be Administered at School #709030.

3. Prescription medication to be administered at school should be in the original
container with the pharmacist’s dosage, how often it should be taken, and the
prescribing doctor’s name (C.E.C. 49423, 49480). You may request that your
physician ask the pharmacist to prepare a separate container for the school to use.

4. Over-the-counter medications also require a Pupil Medication Form.

5. Under no circumstances are school personnel to provide pain reliever or any other
patent medicine or nostrum to students.

6. Students are not to be in possession of any type of patent medicine or nostrum
(including aspirin and other over-the-counter pain relievers without the written
consent of school administration).

HEARING SCREENING
All Eighth Grade students, Intensive Intervention students, as well as any referrals are
screened for hearing problems in the springtime of each school year. Parents of those
students who exhibit possible concerns are notified by the district nurse.
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LIBRARY

The library is open every morning before school, during lunches, and after school for
student use. Each student will visit the library every two weeks with a designated ELA class.
Each student is allowed to check out two books for a two week period. A book will be
considered lost if it is one month overdue. Students will then be charged the amount of
the book plus $2.00 for catalog processing and bar coding. All late books are charged a
fine of $.10 per day per book. A maximum of the book’s cost plus $2.00 for catalog
processing and bar coding will be charged for each overdue book. Students are
responsible for returning books on time. Computers are available in the library for student
research, Accelerated Reader, etc.

BREAKFAST/LUNCH/CAFETERIA

Breakfast and lunch are offered free of charge to all students. The cafeteria offers a Hot
Line 1 Lunch with a main dish and a Line 2 Hot item with Salad Bar. Milk is available in 1
percent or fat free chocolate for those who wish to bring lunch. The Stonecreek cafeteria
utilizes a computerized accounting system for all student lunches. All students are
required to eat inside of the cafeteria. Students will be signed out by a parent/guardian if
they are leaving for lunch.

Each month, students are issued a “Lunch Punch” card, which is to be stored in the
student binder. This is utilized every morning during homeroom. Students are required to
select from the following meal options: Line 1 (Hot), Line 2 (Salad Bar), or CAN (Sack lunch
or no lunch). This choice is recorded and hole punched by the teacher. Students must line
up in their selected line at lunch and show the aide their “Lunch Punch” card. This process
ensures that the proper number of meals are prepared and that students are able to eat
what they selected. Students who lose their card will be served last and may face
additional consequences.

MEAL SHARING POLICY
Students are expected to bring or purchase individual lunches. Food brought in for
groups is disruptive to the normal cafeteria procedure, therefore parents are asked to
supply food for their child, only. Please do not have take-out food (i.e. pizza,
sub-sandwiches, etc.) ordered and/or delivered to school. Students are not allowed to
share, or pay for, others’ food in the cafeteria.

CAFETERIA RULES
All students are held responsible to know and follow these cafeteria rules.
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1. All students will walk, not run, to stand, facing forward in straight, quiet lines.

2. Students should go to the back of the lunch line. Crowding in line or saving another
student's place in line is not permitted, and may result in consequences.

3. Once seated in the cafeteria, students may not leave their seats until dismissed.

4. Students are not allowed to share food, or pay for others’ food in the cafeteria.

5. Students should remove all trash or leftovers, and leave their table area clean.

6. If students desire to get up, then they should raise their hands to be dismissed.

7. Trash or leftovers should be taken and discarded properly into correct receptacles.
Trays should be cleared and placed properly using correct procedures as directed.

8. When students leave the cafeteria, they are to go immediately to the areas
designated for lunchtime social activities. No food or drinks may be consumed
outside of the cafeteria except bottled water. The lockers and halls are off limits to
students during lunch.

STUDENT STORE

The Stonecreek Student Store will be open to students on dates and times to be
announced. The store is run by the Student Council. The profit is used to benefit the
school as determined by the Student Council.

OFFICE TELEPHONE

A telephone is provided in the office for student use for emergencies only. A note to use
the telephone is required from a teacher. An "emergency" does not include forgotten
homework, gym clothes, or permission for after-school activities.

BICYCLES & SKATEBOARDS

Bicycles and Skateboards may be ridden to and from school provided that they are
maintained and operated in a safe manner in accordance with current bicycle laws.
Bicycles and Skateboards are not to be ridden on the school grounds, sidewalks or
parking lots. Upon reaching the sidewalk in front of the school, riders are required to walk
their bicycles/skateboards to the bike rack area (please see the school map for location).
In the afternoon, the students should walk their bicycles/skateboards until they are off
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school grounds. All bicycles/skateboards should be parked inside the fence at the bike
racks. Since the bike rack area is not locked during the day, students should provide a
lock for their bicycle. Students are not allowed to stay in the bike rack area except when
parking or picking up their own bicycles/skateboards. The school is not responsible for
lost or damaged bicycles/skateboards. State law requires, and the school encourages
students to wear a bicycle helmet for their safety traveling to and from school.

Skates and rollerblades may not be ridden to school. District regulations prohibit the use
of skates or roller blades on the school grounds at all times. Motorized scooters,
skateboards and bikes are not permitted on campus.

YEARBOOK

The Stonecreek yearbook will be produced by the yearbook class. The yearbook is sold at
the beginning of the school year and distributed during the last week of school. Students
should order a yearbook at the beginning of the school year in order to be assured of
getting a yearbook at the end of school. Students should keep their yearbook receipt as
proof of purchase. The price of the yearbook is determined by the yearbook teacher and
the school administration each year. The resulting yearbook is an attractive hard bound
book that is an excellent reminder of the junior high school years.

CLOSEDCAMPUS

Stonecreek is a closed campus. Parents wanting to visit a classroommust follow
classroom visitation procedures. Parents wanting to have lunch with their child must sign
them out in the office. All visitors must report to the office.

CLASSROOMVISITATION PROCEDURES

P-BVUSD (Observation of Instructional Programby Parents) FromAdopted District
Administrative Procedures

WHOMAYVISIT
The right to observe a child’s instructional program during classroom time resides solely
with a child’s parent, legal guardian, or foster parent and does not extend to
grandparents, other interested close relatives, or caregivers as defined in Family Code
Sections 6550-6552. A grandparent, close relative, or caregiver may schedule a
classroom visit if a parent has provided written permission and the classroom teacher
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consents. Visits by grandparents, close relatives, or caregivers should be scheduled
through the Principal rather than the classroom teacher.

SCHEDULING
Visits shall be scheduled by the classroom teacher for a time and date convenient to both
the parent and the teacher. The parental observation date shall be within a reasonable
time frame following the initial request. A request for a specific date should be made no
less than 48 hours in advance.

FREQUENCYANDDURATION
To minimize interruptions and distractions during valuable classroom time, parental
classroom observations are limited to two visits per month per related student with a
maximum duration of one hour per visit. If there is a need for more parental observation,
additional visits may be scheduled through the Principal.

PARENTAL CONDUCT DURINGCLASSROOMVISITATION
Parents may enter and exit the classroom only once during each visit. Parents shall
remain in the back of the classroom and may not interact with students or the teacher
unless the interaction is initiated by the classroom teacher. Unnecessary noise and/or
movement should be kept to a minimum. Any visiting parent will be accompanied by a
staff member.

The classroom teacher may direct a parent to leave the room if the parent’s presence or
conduct unduly interferes with the instructional program, and the parent should leave the
classroom if directed to do so. Any concerns or complaints may be addressed directly to
the classroom teacher after regular school hours or to the Principal.

VIOLATIONOF CLASSROOMVISITATION RULES
A violation of the classroom visitation rules may be resolved by the classroom teacher
through counseling of the offending parent privately. If this form of correction is not
effective, the Principal may, as necessary, temporarily preclude a parent from visiting
his/her child’s classroom during regular school hours for a period of time not to exceed 14
continuous days.

When a parent has been precluded by the Principal from visiting his/her child’s
classroom, the parent may appeal the decision to the District’s Assistant Superintendent
in charge of Educational Services who will investigate and consider the matter in a timely
fashion.

NOTIFICATIONOF CLASSROOMVISITATION PROCEDURES
Parents shall receive notification of classroom visitation procedures. The notification used
should be substantially as follows:
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“Parents are encouraged to visit their child’s classroom and observe the instructional
program. Visits should be scheduled directly with the classroom teacher and, generally,
at least 48 hours in advance.

“Distractions and interruptions seriously impair the educational process. To minimize
distractions during valuable classroom time, parental visits are limited to twice per month
for a maximum of one hour per visit. Additional visits may be scheduled through the
principal if more observation time is needed.

“While visiting, parents are generally required to remain quiet and in the back of the room
in order to minimize the classroom interruption which a visitor’s presence typically causes.

“Copies of the school’s classroom observation procedures are available upon request.”

REFERENCES: Education Code Sections 32212, 35160, 49091.10, 51101 PBVUSD Board Policy
1250

STONECREEK UNIVERSITY (SCU)

Stonecreek University is an afterschool work support/tutoring program provided by
Stonecreek and monitored by Stonecreek teachers. Funding for this programvaries from
year to year. This program is hosted at Stonecreek on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:40
- 4:40 PM. There is no transportation provided, so if your student is attending they need to
be picked up or need to be able to walk home. If transportation/walking can not be
worked out, then your student can not attend. Students can be referred by our school
counselors or by their teachers. If you feel that your student requires additional support
through SCU, please contact the teacher for the specific class that your student is
struggling in so that the teacher can complete the referral for them to attend.
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FAMILY TOOLS & RESOURCES

SYNERGY& PARENT VUE

Teachers input/update grades for assignments and/or assessments
weekly across all courses. To track their progress (and support them
at home), parents and students should be checking grades online
weekly. While your student has access to StudentVUE, you can obtain
your access to ParentVUE, if you haven’t already done so, by
speaking with our office staff. When you come in please provide your
ID and they will provide you with your specific login credentials. This
can be accessed online through the web or by downloading the
ParentVUE app for your Apple or Android devices.

CANVAS

The learning management system (or LMS) for Stonecreek is called
Canvas. Teachers and other school staff will put assignments,
assessments, and other information for students in the class tiles
that are assigned to students for their classes. While not all
assignments or assessments will be in digital format within Canvas,
many things are, so it is important for parents/guardians to have
access. To get parent access, visit the district website
(pbvusd.k12.ca.us), click on the “Parent” tab at the top of the page,
then click on “Canvas Training for Parents & Students”.

14



PARENTSQUARE

As parents/guardians of the Panama-Buena Vista Union School
District, you can receive notices/alerts from your student’s teachers,
school notices, district-wide communications and alerts via
ParentSquare (available on the web or through the ParentSquare
app through Apple or Android). If you do not already have a
ParentSquare account through our district, please speak to our office
staff about instructions for access.

FAMILY and STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Stonecreek provides extensive academic, behavioral, and social/emotional
assistance to both students and families. Our range of services encompasses
convening a Student Success Team for addressing immediate concerns and
crafting a supervised action strategy for student progress, offering adult
mentorship to enhance academic achievements, organizing social skills
groups, providing counseling services within the school, availing supports
from designated social workers in the District, and extending substance use
assistance. Moreover, students are empowered to voice their needs by
accessing support through school counselors and/or Vice Principals using
the Student Services Request form on Canvas.

SAY SOMETHING

Say Something is a web and app based tool students can use to anonymously
report incidents of concern. During the Week of Welcome, students are taught
how to recognize warning signs and threats, how to take what they have
learned and/or observed seriously and take action immediately, and how to
say something with either telling a trusted adult or using the Say Something
online address or the app based tool.
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STUDENT BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS& PBIS

PBIS & THE STAMPEDEWAY

Stonecreek students are expected to adhere to the three elements of the “Stampede
Way” that shape all of our rules and expectations. Those elements are that they should be
SAFE, SUPPORTIVE, and SELF-CONTROLLED. What this looks like across our campus is
provided in our behavior matrix below.

Classroom/
Technology OutsideAreas Restroom Cafeteria O�Campus/

BusGate

SAFE

Move in a safe manner

Use materials only as
instructed

Protect private
information

Move in a safe
manner

Walk on the right
side

Move toward your
expected
destination

Practice good
hygiene

Report any unsafe
behavior to an adult

Use the space for
what it's intended

Move in a safe
manner

Place belongings
under benches

Move in a safe
manner

Be aware of your
surroundings

Stay in crosswalks,
bike lanes, and

walk on sidewalks

SUPPORTIVE

Respect self, others, and
all property

Actively listen and
follow directions

Be prepared and give
your best effort

Use respectful
language

Actively listen and
follow directions

Be considerate of
others

Respect the privacy
of others

Actively listen and
follow directions

Respect property

Use good
manners

Actively listen
and follow
directions

Respect all
property within the

community

Actively listen and
follow directions

SELF-
CONTROLLED

Arrive to class on time

Use appropriate voice
level

THINK before you act
or speak

Put trash in
garbage bins

Stay on paved
surfaces

Stay in designated
student areas

Use the restroom at
appropriate times

Use appropriate
voice level

Leave backpacks
outside the door

Go, flush, wash,
leave

Clean up after
yourself

Use appropriate
voice level

Place trays,
recycling and

trash in
appropriate bins

Report directly to
school

Personal devices
off and in

backpack while on
campus

Line up and follow
exit procedures
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MISCELLANEOUS RULES/EXPECTATIONS
In order to ensure that all students have the opportunity to be in a productive learning
environment while at school, guidelines, rules, and responsibilities should be present. The
following is a list of prohibited behavior and concerns that students need frequent
reminders about. Please review and discuss with your student on a regular basis the
following:

1. Students are not to be at school prior to 8:00 AM, unless they are in Zero Period PE.
Students arriving on campus before 8:00 AM should immediately report to the MPR.

2. Students have approximately three minutes between classes to attend to personal
needs (water/bathroom). They are expected to be inside their next class, ready to
work with required materials, before the tardy bell rings.

3. Behavior in a class which disturbs the teacher's ability to teach or other students'
ability to learn is unacceptable, unfair, and will not be tolerated.

4. Students are not to bring any items to school that are not necessary for their
classes. Please read the sections regarding our full contraband and cell phone
policies.

5. Students should not possess ink pens, highlighters, and/or markers, nor any other
marking instrument other than pencils. If special marking instruments are required
for class projects, then those marking instruments will be provided by the school for
in-class use only, and should not be removed from classrooms. Stonecreek is a
“Pencil Only School”.

6. NO GUM! Gum should NOT be possessed anywhere, at any time, on the campus of
Stonecreek.

7. Possessing snacks, candy, or drinks (aside from clear water) in classrooms or
between classes in the hallways is not allowed. Items purchased from the school
during lunch may be eaten during the students’ lunch periods only. These items
may not be eaten at any other time, nor taken to any other place on the campus of
Stonecreek Junior High.

8. Students should NOT touch other students at school at any time, for any reason.
Running, pushing, play fighting, horseplay, and/or throwing any objects is never
permitted. This type of misbehavior is dangerous to those involved as well as
students nearby, and often causes injuries and leads to fights. Hand holding,
hugging, and other public displays of affection are not permitted at school for any
reason, at any time.
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9. Stonecreek is a closed campus. Once students come inside the gates of
Stonecreek Junior High School, then they may not leave without permission from the
office, including:

a. Going home when ill.

b. Leaving school with a parent for any reason, including going to lunch, without
being signed out in the office by the parent or guardian.

c. Students also may not leave with someone else's parent or guardian unless
the student has a written permission slip signed by his/her own parents or
guardian. It should include the name of the parent or guardian with whom
they are leaving. Arrangements to leave with another student's parents or
guardian should be cleared through the office before school begins for the
day.

10. The bike/skateboard area is off limits during the school day. Only students who
bring bikes/skateboards are allowed in the bike racks to lock them up in the
morning or pick them up after school.

11. Riding a school bus is a privilege, not a right. This privilege can be lost. Read the
bus rules carefully and follow them. Bus ticket suspensions will be enforced. If a
student is suspended from riding the bus, the student is responsible for acquiring
other transportation to and from school. All school rules apply to those riding buses
as well. Students must report directly to the MPR when arrive to school.

12. Students are expected to dress in a manner appropriate for school. Please read the
Panama-Buena Vista Union School District dress code very carefully. Violations of
the dress code may result in consequences.

13. Articles of dress that are in the nature of a costume which detract from the
educational environment are not to be worn except on days designated by school
administrators.

14. Students are not permitted to exchange money, nor sell anything at school.

15. Students should not possess any contraband items at school. This includes items
that may cause injury to others including, but not limited to chains, knives, any sort
of a paddle or club, nor any other item which may present any danger to other
students.

16. Students should not bring or possess flowers, balloons, presents or gifts on campus,
nor should any flowers, balloons, presents or gifts be delivered to our campus for
them.

18



17. Loitering in the neighborhood parks, neighborhoods, or on the sidewalks
surrounding campus (before or after) school: It is important that all students
report directly to school in the morning and directly home after school. Students
should treat neighborhood property with respect.

18. Graffiti Style Writing and Gang Related Materials: At no time may students
produce this type of non-block letter style writing nor have materials in their
possession. This includes writings on their class work, homework, binder, backpacks,
skin, or clothing.

● For the purpose of implementing consistent school enforcement, the principal
or designee will regularly communicate to all staff examples of gang-related
clothing, apparel, attire, jewelry, insignias, colors, paraphernalia, and
materials which are currently unacceptable.  All staff members will be
expected to follow appropriate school procedures to confiscate contraband
discovered out in the open, and/or refer students reasonably suspected of
possessing these materials to the principal or designee.

● Gang-related clothing, apparel, attire, jewelry, insignias, colors, paraphernalia,
and materials may vary from school to school, and may change from time to
time.  Consequently, prior to disallowing the wearing or displaying of the
aforementioned articles or materials, the principal or designee shall inform
the students and staff about the related concerns.

19. Bringing iPods, cameras, music players, tablets, electronic games, and/or any other
type of electronic devices to school without the permission from the principal or
designee is prohibited. Cell phones should be turned off (powered down)
completely, and secured in students’ backpacks or PE lockers at all times while
within the gates of Stonecreek Junior High School.

PBIS & THE REFERRAL SYSTEM

Stonecreek has identified several problem behaviors and classified them according to
whether they are Classroom (Minor) or Office (Major) managed. Teachers input referrals
into our SWIS information system. Depending on the behavior and severity, students will
receive a consequence. Consequences are also paired with practices that are restorative,
reflective and/or instructional to help students learn and grow frommistakes.
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Referral System:

Discipline Continuum:
At Stonecreek, we use a progressive discipline approach. Consequences vary, based on
behavior, but generally the progression is as follows:

● Level 1:Warning, 1 Day of Noon Behavioral Intervention
● Level 2: Possible Parent Contact, 2 Days of Noon Behavioral Intervention
● Level 3: Possible Parent Meeting, 1 Day of AfterSchool Behavioral Intervention
● Level 4: 5 Days of Noon Behavioral Intervention, Possible Tier 2 Referral
● Level 5: Possible IMPACT Placement, Increased Campus restrictions or loss of a

privilege

Behaviors that severely disrupt the school day, threaten or endanger others will result in a
more serious consequence. These may include a classroom suspension, 5 day IMPACT
placement, Suspension, or Expulsion.
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MAINTAININGA SAFE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

In order to maintain safe and orderly schools, the State of California authorizes school
districts to suspend or expel students for the commission of serious offenses. Suspension
is defined as exclusion from school and all school activities for a period of one to five
days. Expulsion is defined as removal of the student from all schools in the
Panama-Buena Vista Union School District for an extended period of time. In some
instances, the period of expulsion may cover one school year. Students considered for
expulsion are brought before the District's Administrative Hearing Panel where the facts of
the case are presented. The District's Board of Trustees reviews the panel's findings and
determines whether or not to issue an expulsion order.
In accordance with Education Code 48900, school districts are granted the authority to
suspend, andmay recommend expulsion proceedings to students who have committed
any of the following:

● Fighting or dangerous behavior
● Weapons or dangerous object
● Possession, sale or use of drugs, alcohol or tobacco
● Robbery or extortion
● Property damage
● Obscene acts or habitual profanity
● Sexual assault or sexual battery
● Bullying or bullying type behavior
● Sexual harassment
● Harassment, threats, or intimidation
● Terroristic threats against school officials and/or school property

Students shall be recommended for expulsion proceedings for any of the following as per
Ed Code 48915 (a) (c):

a. Causing serious physical injury to another person
b. Robbery or extortion
c. Assault or battery, upon any school employee
d. Possessing, selling, or otherwise furnishing a firearm
e. Brandishing a knife at another person
f. Unlawfully selling a controlled substance
g. Committing or attempting to commit a sexual assault or committing a sexual battery
h. Possession of an explosive
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PBIS: THE INCENTIVE SYSTEM

Stonecreek’s PBIS Program recognizes and rewards students for following schoolwide
expectations. The following are provided to encourage your child.

● Red Cards and the Stampede Way Store: Staff distribute red cards to students
demonstrating desired behaviors. These may be redeemed weekly for items at the
Stampede Way Store.

● Weekly Stampede Raffle: Students may turn in redcards for a weekly raffle for small
prizes during lunch.

● Stampede Socials: Socials are offered monthly. These are hour-long events with
various activities, such as dances, crafts, sports and more. Students must meet
attendance, tardy and behavioral expectations to be eligible.

● Merit Trips: Merit trips are offered to 7th and 8th grade students who demonstrate
positive attendance, minimal tardies and minimal behavioral issues. Criteria is
communicated at the beginning of the year. Students who do not meet criteria
have an opportunity to complete an appeal.

DRILLS: HOLD, SECURE, LOCKDOWN, FIRE (EVACUATE), AND EARTHQUAKE
(SHELTER) PROCEDURES

State law requires that emergency drills be held periodically. Teachers will inform
students in each of their classes about specific rules to follow and routes to take. A Hold
Drill is called when there is a need for privacy, such as a medical or behavioral issue that
staff do not feel students should witness. A Secure Drill is called when there is a concern
nearby, but not an immediate or serious threat to the campus. A Lockdown Drill is called
when there is a threat on campus. The Evacuation Drill is typically called for fires or gas
leaks. A Shelter Drill is typically used for an Earthquake.

When a Lockdown drill is called, staff are to lock all doors, close blinds, turn off lights and
ensure students are quiet and hidden from view. When the fire alarm sounds, rooms are
to be evacuated in an orderly manner. Classes will stay together, move quietly, and
proceed by designated routes to the athletic field. In the event of an earthquake, students
are to immediately get under their desks or tables, and cover their faces, necks, and
heads. The building is then to be evacuated in the same manner as with a fire drill. In the
event that parents need to pick up their student following an emergency, a sign out
station will be established at the athletic field. Students should be signed out and will be
released only to those persons who are listed on our emergency cards.
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Drill Overview:

EVACUATION PLAN
Each school in the Panama-Buena Union Vista School District has developed a
comprehensive plan for total site evacuation should there be a need to clear the campus.

Parents need to be aware of the following details as they relate to this evacuation plan.

1. As soon as word is received that there is a safety concern requiring evacuation, all
classes will be advised to evacuate, or remain, inside their classrooms. All doors
and windows will be closed and all heating/ventilation/air conditioning units will be
shut down.

2. As soon as the buses arrive, evacuation procedures will begin. All our students and
staff will be transported to BERKSHIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

3. There will be neither time nor facilities to call each parent/guardian.
23



4. Parents, if you receive word, by whatever means, and wish to pick up your child, you
may do so by going to BERKSHIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, our designated receiver
school. The address of Berkshire Elementary School is 3900 Berkshire Road. If there
is a neighborhood emergency and Berkshire needs to be evacuated as well,
Stonecreek will be evacuated to Thompson Junior High School. The address at
Thompson is 4200 Planz Road.

5. Students will remain at Berkshire Elementary School for the remainder of the day or
until picked up by parents.

CELL PHONE POLICY

Referencing Board Policy 5131:

To prevent disruptions and distractions on campus and in the classrooms, students will
not take out, activate, or use any electronic signaling devices during the school day.
Electronic signaling devices include (but are not limited to): cell phones, smart watches,
pagers, and beepers. The “school day” begins when a student enters the school grounds,
includes class periods, passing periods between class, lunch break, and ends when
students exit the school grounds after the final dismissal bell. This policy extends to other
structured or unstructured activities during school.

According to Board policy and administrative procedure on search and seizure, school
officials may search a student’s device, including (but not limited to) reviewing messages
or viewing pictures on the device. The district is not responsible for retrieving, replacing, or
paying for charges as a result of lost, stolen or damaged devices.

If a licensed physician or surgeon determines that a student requires the use of an
electronic signaling device for health-related/medical purposes, the student’s parents or
legal guardians must submit a written request for permission to the school principal to
determine the validity of the request.

Stonecreek Cell Phone Procedures:

● Before walking through the gates onto campus, students should power off their
devices and place them in their backpack.

● It is a student’s responsibility to ensure that their devices are turned off and secure
at all times.

● At dismissal, students should keep their devices off and in their backpack until they
exit the school gates.

● If students do not keep their devices off and in their backpack at all times, they will
have their device confiscated and they will face disciplinary action.
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Cell Phone& Personal Device: Consequence Continuum:

Below is the progression of how the Stonecreek Office will handle infractions of the Cell
Phone Policy.

DRESS CODE

School is considered to be a student’s professional setting. At Stonecreek, we set high
expectations for dress code in our “professional setting,” in an effort to prepare students
for their future professional setting.

The following items areNOT allowed/to beworn at the Stonecreek Junior High School
campus or at any school-sponsored events:

1. Excessively large pants, shorts, shirts and overalls may not be worn. All shorts and
pants must be worn at the waist (no sagging). If shorts are worn under pants, they
are considered underwear and cannot be visible at any time. Belt ends may not
hang down.

2. Clothing must be appropriate for school. No personalized clothing is accepted. In
addition, personalized writing on backpacks, binders or self is not acceptable.

3. Pants, shorts, or skirts with holes or fraying that reveal skin above the mid thigh are
not acceptable. If holes are above mid-thigh, students must wear shorts or leggings
underneath. Excessively large holes are not allowed.
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4. Clothing that is excessively revealing is unacceptable. This includes:
a. Backless halter tops or dresses; tube tops; tops cut low at armpits or neckline.
b. Clothing that shows a bare midriff.
c. Shorts and skirts the length of which are shorter than mid-thigh.
d. Clothing that is transparent or revealing
e. Tights, leggings, or other related pants/shorts must be worn with a shirt to

cover the rear end.

5. Suggestive clothing or objects may not be worn which are libelous, obscene, or
depict illegal gang activity. This includes buttons, arm bands, shirts, insignias, etc.
Clothing with crude or vulgar printing or pictures depicting tattoos, tobacco, drugs
(i.e. Cookies), alcoholic beverages or clothing that is sexually suggestive or
disruptive is not acceptable.

6. No bare feet, house slippers, “roller skate” or unsafe or disruptive footwear shall be
worn. All shoes must have a rubber sole. Croc charms must follow all school dress
code expectations.

7. No pajamas, or clothing that resembles pajamas.

8. Cosmetics to the face (including color acne patches) or hair that distract from the
educational process are unacceptable. Any “spiked” or dangerous
earrings/piercings are not allowed.

9. No hats, beanies, durags, or bandannas.

Inappropriate clothing will result in items potentially being confiscated. Students will
be expected to call parents for a change of clothes or be asked to wear PE clothing/
loaner PE clothes. Modifications will bemade at the discretion of the administration or
their designee.
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The Discipline Continuum for Dress Code Violations is as follows:

Behavior Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Dress Code

Students must adhere
to the district dress
code policy. Clothing
that is excessively
revealing,vulgar,
drug/tobacco or
alcohol related or gang
a�liated is strictly
prohibited.

Call
Home/Change
clothes.

1 Day Noon
Detention.

Loaner
Clothing may
be provided.

Call
Home/Change
clothes.

2 Days Noon
Detention.

Loaner
Clothing may
be provided.

Call
Home/Change
clothes.

1 Day
A�erschool
Detention.

Loaner
Clothing may
be provided.

Parent meeting

Possible Tier 2
referral.

Call
Home/Change
clothes.

5 Days Noon
Detention.

Loaner
Clothing may
be provided.

Parent meeting

Possible Tier 2
referral.

Call
Home/Change
clothes.

5 Days Noon
Detention or
Possible Alt to
Suspension
Placement.

Loaner
Clothing may
be provided.

Parent meeting

Possible Tier 2
referral.

CONTRABAND

The following items are considered contraband to the Stonecreek Junior High School
campus. Items may be confiscated, and held for parent/law enforcement pick-up
depending on the item. Students in possession of contraband are subject to having their
backpack searched.

The following items areNOT allowed on the Stonecreek Junior High School campus or at
any school-sponsored events:

1. Electronic devices (ex: wireless earbuds, Ipads, gaming devices, wired earbuds
outside of class, smartwatches, etc.)

2. All bandanas

3. Riding devices, not including bicycles, scooters, and skateboards (ex: rollerblades,
roller shoes, etc.)

4. Any clothing item that is chained, studded and/or spiked

5. Any items that may be construed as a weapon or endanger others (ex: firearms,
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knives, explosives, fireworks, matches, lighters, needles, pop-its, etc.)

6. Any toys, sports equipment or items that can cause a disturbance on campus. (ex:
stuffed animals, gifts, balloons, flowers, magnets, etc.)

7. Gang paraphernalia (ex: names, phrases, symbols, etc.)

8. Drug paraphernalia (ex: bottle, pipes, bag, etc.)

9. Intoxicants (ex: medicine, drugs, vape pen/device, etc.)

10. Any clothing or items that promotes an inappropriate message (ex: Cookies,
Marijuana leaves/plant, weapons, etc.)

11. Cosmetics that have a strong scent (ex: scented lotion, cologne, body spray, nail
polish, etc.)

12. Any food or flavored drink that is not in a closed bag. Food may be opened during
lunch, only. Food may not be shared or it will be thrown in the trash. Food may not be
sold on campus.

13. Pens, markers, permanent markers (ex: Sharpies), hole punchers, etc.

14. Gambling paraphernalia (ex: dice, dollar bills, cards, etc.)

15. Gum and/or candy.
The Discipline Continuum for Contraband Violations is as follows:

Behavior Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Contraband (Gum,
Hats, Food,

Beverages, Drugs,
etc)

Students may not be in
possession of any of the
items on the contraband
list. These items may not
be in backpacks.

Item
Con�scated.

Item turned into
Campus
Supervisor.

Student may
collect item at
the end of the
day. Item
disposed of at
the end of the
week.

Item
Con�scated.

1 Day Noon
Detention.

Parents must
pick up item.
Item disposed
of at the end of
the week.

Item
Con�scated.

2 Days Noon
Detention.

Parents must
pick up item.
Item disposed of
at the end of the
week

Parent meeting.

Item
Con�scated.

A�er school
Detention.

Parents must
pick up item.
Item disposed of
at the end of the
week

Item
Con�scated.

5 Days Noon
Detention or
Possible Alt to
Suspension
Placement.

Parents must
pick up item.
Item disposed of
at the end of the
week

Loss of
backpack
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Possible Tier 2
referral.

privilege. Daily
check-in at the
gate.

QUESTIONING STUDENTS/CONSEQUENCES

According to Ed Code, Administrators or Designees may interview or question students
without the parent present and without parent consent. When students are questioned,
we make every reasonable attempt to inform the parent afterwards.

Ed Code 48911 (b)
“Under the statutory scheme, in any non-emergency circumstance in which a responsible
administrator is contemplating removing a student from instruction for adjustment
purposes, the administrator is required to hold an informal conference with the student
prior to imposing a suspension and parents are entitled to notification only after the
informal conference and decision to suspend.”

The junior high student is considered responsible for his/her behavior and actions. The
school rules are clear and apply to all students equally. The student is considered
responsible for knowing what these rules are as well as those that each teacher may
establish for their classroom. Failure to comply will result in various disciplinary
consequences. Behaving in an acceptable and responsible manner will make the
student's life at school more productive and enjoyable.

Students are expected to follow all rules and expectations at Stonecreek Jr. High. Failure to
do so will result in disciplinary action based on the severity and frequency of the violation.
Consequences include Lunch and After School detention, Alternative to Suspension,
Suspension and Expulsion.
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STUDENT ACADEMIC INFORMATION& EXPECTATIONS

STUDENT BINDER& PLANNER

NOTE: One bright red Stonecreek Binder and a Student Planner will be provided to each
student. Students are expected to have this binder with themevery day. They should
not be replacing the binder or planner with ones that have been purchased fromother
sources. Additional Stonecreek replacement binders and plannersmay be purchased if
needed.

The Stonecreek staff expects each student to come to class organized and equipped with
necessary academic materials, which includes the following items:

● School Issued Bright Red Stonecreek Three-Ring Binder.

● School Issued Stonecreek Assignment Book/Planner/Calendar.

● School Issued Dividers for English-Language Arts, Math, Science, History, &
Handbook.

● An adequate daily supply of three-hole, college-ruled, binder/notebook paper.

● At least 3(three) sharpened pencils and/or mechanical pencils with lead every day

(Ink pens/highlighters/markers are provided by teachers and are only allowed in
class)

Adequately stocked Bright Red Stonecreek Binders are systemically and uniformly used
by every Stonecreek teacher. Students are supplied with the school issued items listed,
but they may purchase replacements for these items, if they are lost or destroyed
beyond utilization. Consequences may result for students who do not bring necessary
academic materials to class.

STUDENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Write down assignments for the entire week on Mondays. If there is no new

assignment, then students should write "No New Assignment."

2. Make sure that all assignments are completed and turned in on-time when they are
due.

3. Discuss and view Assignment Book/Planner/Calendar items with parents/guardians
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daily.

4. Review Planner on Fridays to ensure all assignments were completed.

GUARDIAN/PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Check your child's Assignment Book/Planner/Calendar daily to make sure that

assignments for every class are written down and turned in on-time when due.
2. If there are concerns about your child's progress in a class, then write your concerns

in their Assignment Book/Planner/Calendar, and have your child show their
Assignment Book/Planner/Calendar to the teacher for a response.
THIS ALLOWS THE ASSIGNMENT BOOK TO BE A DAILY CHECK FOR YOU!

TEACHERS’ RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Clearly post daily essential questions and assignments, so students can write them

down.
2. Make periodic checks to make certain that the Assignment Book is being used

correctly.
3. Respond to parents’ written concerns about their child’s progress in the assignment

book.

STUDY STRATEGIES FOR STUDENTS

1. Understand each assignment before leaving class every period.

a. Respectfully ask the teacher pertinent questions regarding specific directions
if any assignment’s instructions are unclear as stated.

b. Write the assignment down in your planner neatly.

2. Have a regular time and quiet place to study. Study upon arriving home or early in
the evening for best results.

a. Do not watch television, youtube, or other streaming services while studying.

b. Set aside enough time to complete all of your homework that is due.

c. Before you begin your study time, assemble all of the materials you will need,
such as: books, pencil, paper, calculator, ruler, eraser, etc.

d. Choose a place, such as a desk or a table, where you can sit down and
spread out your materials.

3. Use a defined study plan.
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a. Learn to use the special resources of texts (glossary, index, maps, charts,
footnotes, etc.)

b. Keep you bright red Stonecreek Binder organized and up-to-date using the
provided dividers to separate the different periods.

c. Keep your provided student planner up-to-date for every class by having it
filled in for every class, every day.

d. Read through the assigned material once to get the main idea, then select
the main thought of each paragraph and make a list/outline of these topics.

e. Use a dictionary or the internet to look up words or concepts you do not
understand.

f. Make a note of questions or problems you need to ask the teacher about the
next day in class.

g. Test yourself to see how well you recall what you have studied.

4. When you have no other homework/assignments to review you should be reviewing
your notes from class to ensure that you integrate the information into your
long-term memory. This will help cement your learning from class so you can recall
it for future lessons, projects, or assessments.

MAKE-UPWORKAND INDEPENDENT STUDY

Make-upWork:

Requesting make-up work is the student's responsibility. Students should check with
their teachers for missing assignments. Students will be given the opportunity to make up
work missed because of an absence and will receive full credit if the work is turned in
according to a reasonable make-up schedule.

Students will be allowed one day after they return for each day missed for their make-up
work. Students who miss school work because of absences from class shall be given a
reasonable opportunity to make up missed work.

Parents are encouraged to call in for homework if an absence will exceed three days.
Generally, work will be available to be picked up after 3:25p.m. in the office on the day
following their request. Additional homework will not be issued until the previous work has
been completed and returned.
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**If the absence is three days or less, the work assignments can be obtained from the
teacher upon return to school.

Independent Study:

If a student is going to be absent for several days for a planned event, please request an
Independent Study Form. Independent Study requests must be made a week prior to the
planned absence and can be used for between 3 to 14 days. Once your child completes
all assigned work and returns it, he/she will receive attendance credit for the missed days.
Parents may call the Stonecreek Office to request Independent Study.

CHROMEBOOKS& THE ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

Electronic online services MAY NOT be used for any purpose that conflicts with the district's
goals or policies or for illegal or unethical purposes. Students are allowed to use district
provided devices and accessories to access the internet or online services in accordance
with Board policies and the district’s Acceptable Use Agreement. Inappropriate use will
result in cancellation of user privileges and disciplinary and/or legal action in accordance
with law and Board policy. The district reserves the right to monitor and read users’ online
communications and files to ensure proper use of the system.

Student Obligations and Responsibilities:

1. Students are responsible for the proper use of the online services account issued to
them. They will keep their personal account numbers, home addresses and telephone
numbers private. They will only use the system under their own account.

2. Students shall only use the district system for educational/class purposes.
Commercial, political, and/or personal use unrelated to an educational purpose is
strictly prohibited.

3. Student use of the district’s system and devices is a privilege, not a right, and
inappropriate use will result in a cancellation of those privileges.

4. Students are prohibited from accessing, posting, submitting, publishing, or displaying
harmful matter or threatening, obscene, disruptive, or sexually explicit material which
could be construed as harassment or disparagement of others based on their actual
or perceived race/ethnicity, national origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation,
age, disability, religion, or political beliefs.

5. Students will not disclose, use, or disseminate personal identification information
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about themselves or others when using email, chat rooms, or other forms of direct
electronic communication. Students will not disclose personal information (name,
address, telephone number, Social Security number, or other identifying information)
to anyone online without the permission of their parents/guardians.

6. Students will not use the system to encourage the use of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco,
nor will they promote unethical practices or any activity prohibited by law or district
policy.

7. Copyrighted material will not be placed on the system without the author’s
permission. Users may download copyrighted material for their own use only.

8. Students will not intentionally upload, download, or create computer viruses and/or
maliciously attempt to harm or destroy district equipment or materials or manipulate
the data of any other user, including so-called “hacking”.

9. Students will not: read other users’ email or files, attempt to interfere with other users’
ability to send or receive email, or attempt to delete, copy, modify, or forge other users’
email.

10. Students will report any security problem or misuse of the services to their teacher or
principal.

Stonecreek AUP Procedures:

11. Ensure the device is charged daily. Keep the device in the case provided by
Stonecreek and handle the device with care.

12. If borrowing a classroom Chromebook, return it to the classroom cart before the
period is over.

13. District provided devices should not be used for entertainment purposes (Gaming,
music, etc).

14. Students should avoid using their device to bully other students (posting and emailing
negative content about other students)

Chromebook Checkout:

All students have access to 1:1 devices in every classroom. Parents wishing to check out a
Chromebook for home use must visit the library during designated times established by
the librarian at the start of the school year. Parents must accompany their child and
agree to pay for any damages. The issued Chromebook must be kept at home. Students
must return the chromebook to the librarian at the end of the year. Parents may reach out
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to the librarian for any questions.

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES

CLASSROOM MATERIALS
Books are issued to the students at the beginning of the school year and it is expected
that the books will be returned in good condition at the end of the school year. It is the
student's responsibility to care for the books in a reasonable manner.

If a book is lost or stolen, or the student is unable to return the book for any reason, it
should be paid for before another book is issued. If the book is later found,
reimbursement will be made.

All books should be either turned in or paid for prior to end-of-the-year celebration
activities. Outstanding payments for books may result in the student being precluded
from dances, parties, celebrations, events on or off campus, including, but not limited to
graduation activities, and/or the withholding of scheduling/registration documentation in
high school.

Students are responsible for having at least 3 (three) sharpened pencils and/or
mechanical pencils with lead along with an adequate daily supply of three-hole,
college-ruled, binder/notebook paper at all times. It is required that students carry their
School Issued Bright Red Stonecreek Three-Ring Binder, School Issued Stonecreek
Assignment Book/Planner/Calendar, and School Issued Dividers for English-Language
Arts, Math, Science, History, & Handbook. Students may not bring ink pens, highlighters, or
markers to school at any time. Stonecreek is “A Pencil Only School”.

P.E. LOCKERS, DEPARTMENT ISSUED LOCKS, & P.E. CLOTHES

P.E. lockers should ALWAYS be utilized to secure ALL personal belongings including, but

not limited to binders, backpacks, shoes, clothing, and cell phones. All of these items

SHOULD be placed inside of that student’s locker, and the combination lock, provided

by the P.E. Department, SHOULD be placed on the closed locker and locked. The student

then reports to her or his number for P.E. roll call attendance. NO OTHER LOCKS OTHER

THAN THOSE ISSUED BY THE P.E. DEPT. MAY BE USED.

Expected P.E. clothes: * Athletic Shoes and socks.

* Recommended: Plain black/dark shorts.

* Recommended: Plain light t-shirt.
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* Sweatpants and sweatshirts are also acceptable.

All students are expected to dress out for physical education classes. Failure to dress in

appropriate clothing may result in a lower grade and possible restriction of participation

(depending on the activity). All information concerning appropriate clothing,

participation and grading will be sent home by P.E. teachers on the first day of school.

Showers are available, but are not mandatory.

ACADEMIC PLACEMENT

Students will be scheduled into Language Arts and Math classes according to their
achievement level. Several Language Arts and Math courses are available in order to
best meet the academic needs of each student.

Data for placement is obtained from the students’ previous year STAR Renaissance
achievement test results (a benchmark assessment given four times during the school
year in English-Language Arts and Math), benchmark assessment, as well as classroom
performance.

CURRICULUMREQUIREMENTS

STUDENT SCHEDULES
Students at Stonecreek take year-long classes in English-Language Arts, Mathematics,
History, Science, and Physical Education in both the 7th and 8th grades. This allows
students to take elective courses during each school semester, unless students have
chosen year-long electives, such as a Music or AVID.

Instrumental music students or AVID students may take Zero Period P.E. if it is necessary
for them to take two Music courses and/or one Music and one AVID course. Zero Period
P.E. is offered from 7:35a.m. to 8:20a.m. each day before the regular school day begins.
Transportation to school for Zero Period P.E. students should be provided by the parents or
guardians.

HOMEWORK

The Stonecreek staff and administration believe in the value of homework and encourage
the assignment of homework beyond the regular school day for the following reasons:

1. To enrich classroom learning by providing students with opportunities to grow
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academically.

2. To promote the development of skills with additional practice leading to subject
mastery.

3. To allow additional time for students to complete regular classroom assignments.

4. To allow additional time for students to research, analyze, and study challenging
subjects.

Homework Assignments:
1. Cover topics and skills previously taught by the teacher or on material which

students can reasonably be expected to understand, effectively research, and
develop creative ideas.

2. Are checked and graded consistently by the teacher or under the teacher's
direction.

Since homework is an extension of the regular classroom learning process, its completion
in a consistent, diligent, and timely manner is important. Failure to complete homework
consistently will have an adverse effect on the student's academic achievement and
assessment results.

HOMEWORK NIGHTS
To ensure that students are not assigned excessive amounts of homework on any one
night, the following homework nights are assigned for each subject:

● Math (Monday - Thursday): 15 minutes

● English Language Arts (Monday - Thursday): 15 minutes

● History (Tuesday / Thursday): 20 minutes

● Science (Monday / Wednesday): 20 minutes

● Courses of Interest (Tuesday / Thursday) 15 minutes

● ELD / PE: None

GRADING SYSTEM

GRADES/EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

The Governing Board believes that students and parents/guardians have the right to
receive course grades that represent an accurate evaluation of the student's
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achievement. Teachers shall evaluate a student's work in relation to standards which
apply to all students at his/her grade level, not in relation to the work of other students in
one particular class.

The teacher of each course shall determine the student's grade. The grade assigned by
the teacher shall not be changed by the Board or the Superintendent except as provided
by law, Board policy and administrative regulation.

Grades should be based on impartial, consistent observation of the quality of the
student's work and his/her mastery of course content and objectives as demonstrated
through classroom participation, homework, tests, and portfolios. A student’s grade will be
decided according to the 90/10 policy which states that 90% of a student’s grade will be
determined by assessments and summative work and 10% will be based on
classwork/homework assignments. The student's behavior and effort shall be reported in
separate evaluations, not in his/her academic grade.

When reporting student grades to parents/guardians, teachers may add narrative
descriptions, observational notes and/or samples of classroom work in order to better
describe student progress in specific skills and subcategories of achievement.

The Superintendent or designee shall establish and regularly evaluate a uniform grading
system. Principals shall ensure that student grades conform to this system.

REPORT CARDS
In arriving at report card grades, teachers consider a combination of daily work, quizzes,
weekly tests, finals, projects, and homework. Grades are determined according to the
level of achievement in relation to grade level work. District Board Policy 5121 maintains
that a student working in below grade level materials or doing modified grade level work
will receive such designation from the comment code on the report card. Report cards
are mailed to parents within two weeks of the end of each grading period. These dates
are indicated on the school calendar contained in this handbook.

REPORT CARDS
MAILING DATES

QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4

10/25/2024 01/17/2025 03/21/2025 06/06/2025

PROGRESS REPORTS
Progress reports are mailed approximately halfway through each grading period. The
purpose of these reports is to provide the parents/guardians with an update of the
student’s progress and alert them if the student's progress is unsatisfactory and may
result in failure or another unsatisfactory grade by report card time. Upon receipt of such
a report, if there are concerns then the parent should call the teacher involved to arrange
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a conference. The following time line indicates Progress Report card dates.

PROGRESS
REPORT

MAILING DATES

QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4

09/20/2024 11/22/2024 02/16/2025 05/2/2025

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

In accordance with Panama-Buena Vista Union School District Board Policy 6149.53, in
order to be promoted from 7th to 8th grade or to graduate from 8th grade a student must:

1. Achieve at least two passing quarter grades each year for core language arts and
mathematics

2. Pass 10 out of 16 quarters of core curriculum classes (language arts, mathematics,
social science, and science/computer science)

3. Pass 8 out of 12 quarters of elective and physical education classes

Additionally, graduation privileges may be denied to eighth grade students based on
excessive absences (20 days or more unless under the care of a doctor) or unsatisfactory
behavior as per Panama-Buena Vista Union School District Board Policy AP 5127.

The graduation exercise is a privilege and not a right.  Students should earn the privilege
to take part.  Students who do not take part in the graduation exercise for non-academic
reasons may still be promoted to the ninth grade.

HONOR ROLL & PRINCIPAL’S LIST

Honor Roll and Principal’s List is an award recognizing students for their excellent
academic achievements. Honor Roll students must earn an overall GPA of 3.0 with no D’s
or F’s on their reports card. Principal’s List students must earn a 4.0. Students who earn this
distinction are recognized each quarter in the homeroom classes with a certificate and a
bracelet. Students are also invited to the Honor Roll Ice Cream Social the same day.

GOLD SEAL

Students who make the honor roll six out of eight grading periods will qualify for a gold
seal on their diploma and receive special recognition at the graduation ceremony. The
honor roll is calculated at the end of each quarter. A 3.0 or "B" average in all subjects,
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including physical education and elective classes, is required. A student is disqualified
from earning a Gold Seal if he/she receives any grade below a "C-" in any subject or
receives a comment code of #9, #10, #16, and/or #19 indicating below grade level
work/behavior problems on the report card.

INTENSIVE INTERVENTIONCENTER (SPECIAL EDUCATION)

Panama-Buena Vista Union School District operates Intensive Intervention and Behavior
Intervention Programs and an all-day Special Day Class Program on the Stonecreek
campus. Students who have learning disabilities, as identified by tests administered by
psychologists, are placed in programs based on those students’ individual needs. These
students receive instruction according to an individualized educational program (IEP)
based on the students’ specific needs.

TESTING

Various tests are administered throughout the school year for placement, to assess
student progress, measure achievement, and are required by state law to assess the
school program. The ELPAC is administered in early spring to English Learners to assess
proficiency in learning English. The CAASPP/CAST System Tests will be administered in the
springtime to assess the achievement of seventh and eighth grade students in English
Language Arts, Math and Science. Seventh grade students take the PFT in Spring to assess
fitness levels. Results indicate a student's progress from year to year in the content areas
of English-Language Arts/Literacy, Mathematics, and Science.
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EXTRACURRICULAROPPORTUNITIES

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

There are many positive and exciting extracurricular activities at Stonecreek in which a
student may elect to participate. These include both athletics and academics. Examples
include:

Volleyball Oral Language Festival Honor Band/Orchestra
Honor Chorus Science Fair Color-guard
Basketball Math Counts STEM Olympiad
Track and Field Student Council Battle of the Books

Students are encouraged to participate in any or all of these activities. While athletic
contests and academic competitions are generally open to the public, social activities
such as school dances are limited strictly to Stonecreek students.

ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility for participation in extracurricular activities requires a minimum 2.0 (C) grade
point average, with no "F" grades, and no more than one #16 comment code in the most
recently completed quarter report card. This grade criteria applies to the previous
quarter grading period. Participation for all extra curricular activities will be decided as
per District Board Policy 6145 and PBVUSD recreation bylaws, including “A player absent at
all for injury or illness, may not participate that day, unless a principal makes an
exception.”
In addition, students engaged in all extra-curricular activities shall display good
citizenship and general respect for authority. A copy of the District board policy is
available upon request. Final determination of acceptable citizenship shall be made by
the principal.

ATHLETICS

Specific information covering each sport will be given by coaches at the beginning of
each season. Uniforms are generally provided, but some items such as socks and shoes
are the responsibility of the student. Games may be played in the afternoon or evening
on weekdays, or on weekends, and frequently at other schools. Transportation to these
"away" games is the responsibility of the student.
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

The Stonecreek Student Council is made up of one student elected by the student's
classmates from each homeroom class. The Stonecreek Student Body Officers will consist
of a president (8th grader), vice president, secretary, sergeant at arms, and treasurer (7th
or 8th graders). Those wishing to run for office should file a petition for office. The election
process will take place at the beginning of the school year in accordance with the
Stonecreek Student Council Constitution.

The student council and student body officers represent the Stonecreek student body by
running the student store; planning social activities and special days; and determining
the expenditures of student body funds. Eligibility for student government is the same as
eligibility for participation in extracurricular activities.

SCHOOL LETTER AND PINS

Students may earn a school letter as recognition for meeting standards in citizenship,
academics, school service, school competition/participation, intramurals, and school
sports during the academic year. Students qualify for the Stonecreek letter by meeting
the standard in citizenship and at least three of the other five standards. In order to
receive the Stonecreek Letter, the student should complete the "Qualifications for
Stonecreek Letter" document and return it to the counselor. Once a student has earned a
letter, they may earn a Stampede logo pin for qualifying again during the 8th grade year.

FIELD TRIPS

From time to time, educational field trips are taken by various groups or classes. District
transportation is provided when this occurs during the school day and for some after
school or weekend trips. It is necessary to have parent-signed consent forms for these
trips. Student and parent cooperation in getting these completed and signed forms
returned to the proper teacher is appreciated. Students are not allowed to go on these
trips without this consent form. The District requires that the designated formbe used,
therefore, handwritten notes and phone calls will not be acceptable in fulfilling this
requirement. Field trips are a privilege, not a right. Students may be denied participation
in field trips based on poor academic performance and/or behavioral issues. Students
are required to make up work missed during a field trip.
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