
Lehighton Area School District
1000 Union Street

Lehighton, PA 18235
Monday, June 10, 2024 at 7:00 PM

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING - MINUTES

1. Opening Exercises
A. Opening Exercises
Opening Exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.

B. Call to Order
Board President, J. Glaush called the Special Board Meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

C. Roll Call
PR/AB

PR Ms. Joy Beers PR Mr. Jeremy Glaush PR Ms. Heather Neff

AB Mr. Richard Beltz PR Mr. Sean Gleaves PR Mrs. Kerry Sittler

PR Ms. Barbara Bowes AB Mr. Zachary Hunter PR Ms. April Walker

Also Present:
Mr. John W. Corby, Acting Superintendent
Mrs. Mary Figura, Assistant to the Superintendent
Mrs. Susan Famularo, Interim Business Administrator
Ms. Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary

Kenny Eck, Jarrad Hedes, Brian Shaner, D’Ache’ Zelrick, Kay Barry, Mike Lusch, Dennis Blocker, June Potts, Larissa
Kimmel, Kathy Hoffman, Kelli Costenbader, MaryJo Fehulfer, Kyle Spotts, Sandra Michalik, Gretchen Laviolette, Aaron
Sebelin, Tiffany Strausberger, Steve Ebbert, Justin Smith, Sue Howland, Floyd Brown.

D. Purpose of Special Meeting
J. Glaush read the statement as per the advertisement in the Times News on Saturday, June 8, 2024:
"The Lehighton Area School District will have a Special Board Meeting for Regular Business Items on Monday, June 10,
2024 at 7:00 PM in the Administration Building Board Room at 1000 Union Street, Lehighton, PA 18235."

E. Public Comment
None at the time.

2. Regular Business
A. Candidates for Employment
MOTION by H. Neff, SECONDED by J. Beers, to approve the following candidates for employment in accordance with
the respective contracts:
Jamie Scott - Elementary Center Learning Support Teacher with a Master's Degree +15, Step 15 at an annual salary
of $73, 154.00.00 and an effective date of August 1, 2024, pending all necessary paperwork.
Ashley Dillon - Elementary Center Learning Support Teacher with a Bachelor's Degree, Step 1 at an annual salary of
$51,804.00 and an effective date of August 1, 2024, pending all necessary paperwork.
Marissa Andrews - Middle School Learning Support Teacher with a Bachelor's Degree, Step 7 at an annual salary of
$58,854.00 and an effective date of August 1, 2024, pending all necessary paperwork.
Joseph Ellis - to be a mentor for Rachel Quinn for the 2023-2024 School Year at $35.00 Per Hour.
Jessica McCarroll - as a Homebound Instructor for Student # 55989 effective June 11, 2024 at current rate of pay.
Bonnie Helmer - Title I Summer Camp Paraprofessional at current rate of pay.
Rhonda McHugh - Summer Cleaner at current rate of pay effective June 17, 2024.
Allison Rheinhardt - High School Special Education Department Head at a stipend of $1,500.00

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   



B. George's Transportation Driver
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by H. Neff, to approve Jeff Donadi as an additional driver with George's
Transportation for the 2023-2024 school year pending any necessary documentation.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

C. Resignations
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by k. Sittler, with regret, accept the resignation of the following employees:
Christian Ambrose - High School Business Education Teacher effective June 13, 2024.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

D. Cengage (Perrine)
MOTION by A. Walker, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the purchase of High School English books entitled
Perrine's Literature: Structure, Sound & Sense from Cengage Learning in the amount of $2,037.75. This purchase is
coming out of the 2023-2024 curriculum budget.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

E. Goodheart-Willcox
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the purchase of Middle School Family Consumer Science
books entitled Our Exploring Life from Goodheart-Willcox Publisher in the amount of $3,415.84. This purchase is
coming out of the 2023-2024 curriculum budget.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

F. Cengage (Agriscience)
MOTION by S. Gleaves, SECONDED by H. Neff, to approve the purchase of the High School Agricultural books entitled
Agriscience Fundamentals & Applications from Cengage Learning in the amount of $2,618.00. This purchase is coming
out of the 2023-2024 High School curriculum budget.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

G. Cengage (American Pageant)
MOTION by S. Gleaves, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the purchase of High School AP books American Pageant
and Fast Track to a 5 AP Test from Cengage Learning in the amount of $7,350.75. This purchase is coming out of the
2023-2024 curriculum budget.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

H. Continental Press
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the purchase of High School English books entitled Keystone
Finish Line Literature from Continental Press in the amount of $1,159.20.This purchase is coming out of the
2023-2024 curriculum budget

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

I. Zeswitz
MOTION by H. Neff, SECONDED by S. Gleaves, to approve the purchase of new band equipment for the EC and MS
from Zeswitz. This is coming out of the 2024-2025 curriculum budget.

J. Glaush mentioned that they had seen pictures of some drums held together by tape, which helped them decide on
the matter. B. Shaner inquired if there were any other quoted documents besides the one they had from Zezwitz. J.
Corby clarified that the current document was from Co-Stars, the state-approved source offering the best pricing
available.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

J. Edmentum (Exact Path)
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by S. Gleaves, to approve the expansion of the Exact Path Program to include ELA
along with the current Math Program at the High School for the next three (3) years at the cost of $10,033.00, to be
paid through the Technology budget.

Currently, the High School uses Exact Path for Math and has seen academic achievement and growth

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   



K. PTD Telephone Service
MOTION by J. Beers, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the contract with PTD to install phone lines in the Middle
School auditorium. We currently have pre-paid hours available that will lower the cost.

J. Glaush discussed a contract with PTD to install phone lines in the middle school auditorium, noting the high cost of
cabling and inquiring if the work could be done in-house. G. Laviolette explained the timing constraints and the
necessity of having phones in the auditorium for safety and convenience, stating that the labor cost would be covered
by prepaid hours, leaving only the cabling cost. B. Bowes questioned the need for phones given the prevalence of cell
phones, to which G. Laviolette and S. Ebbert responded, emphasizing the limitations and appropriateness of relying on
personal devices. They highlighted the importance of having a dedicated phone line for emergencies and efficient
communication. J. Glaush noted spotty cell phone coverage in the auditorium and asked about existing data jacks, to
which G. Laviolette responded that none were found. S. Gleaves questioned the costs of the contract with G.
Laviolette confirming that the cabling estimate was the maximum and the actual cost might be less, with prepaid
hours covering the labor.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

L. Cengage Learning (Microsoft Office Licenses)
M. Figura proposed tabling this item because she had requested additional information, including firm pricing on
licensing and changes to parts of the curriculum. She mentioned the need to check the console for Microsoft licenses
and intended to discuss this further at a later time.

MOTION by J. Glaush, SECONDED by J. Beers, to TABLE the purchase of High School's Microsoft Office licenses from
Cengage Learning. Cost is based upon student Accounting class enrollment and would not exceed $25,000.00. This is
coming out of the 2024-2025 curriculum budget.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

M. Century21
MOTION by A. Walker, SECONDED by H. Neff, to approve the purchase of High School's Accounting Books from
Century21. Cost is based upon student Accounting class enrollment and would not exceed $10,000.00. This is coming
out of the ESSER's Grant.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

N. Bookworms Curriculum-Related Materials
MOTION by S. Gleaves, SECONDED by H. Neff, to approve the purchase of curriculum-related materials pertaining to
the Bookworms Curriculum that was approved at the May 28, 2024 Board Meeting. This would be in an amount up to
$700.00 and would be paid from 2023-2024 Title IV Budget.

M. Figura stated the actual cost was $604.00.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

3. Communications
A. Public Comment
A. Walker conveyed a parent, Linda Crisanti's request to acknowledge Dr. McGalla and Mr. Sebelin for their kindness.
She elaborated, sharing that the parent was deeply grateful for the positive and kind greetings her son receives every
morning, a stark contrast to their previous school district. A. Walker said the parent was moved to tears when
expressing her gratitude, and she mentioned to Ms. Crisanti that she would relay this appreciation publicly at the
meeting.

B. Adjournment
MOTION by S. Gleaves, SECONDED by J. Beers, to adjourn the Meeting.

VOTE: YES -   7    NO -   0    ABSENT -   2    ABSTENTIONS -   0   

The June 10, 2024 Special Board Meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rebecca Karpowicz, Assistant Board Secretary
By Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary


