
 

 
Middle School 8th Grade AVIDⓇ Elective Curriculum 

 
Course Description:  The 8th grade AVIDⓇ Elective course is the year of preparation for high 
school. Students will regularly exhibit and utilize the skills and strategies learned in the 6th and 
7th grade AVIDⓇ courses. They will refine previous goals, focusing on their transition to high 
school building connections with the high school they will attend as part of a college-preparatory 
path. Their writing will focus on completing all steps of the writing process and varying style, 
word choice, vocabulary, structure, and voice. Major writing assignments include persuasive, 
expository, descriptive, and timed writing. Students will transition from active learners to 
leaders. Other areas of focus include increasing the use of technology and building upon test-
preparation and test-taking knowledge. Students will broaden their experience with analyzing 
text and utilizing appropriate reading strategies in various settings. They will become more 
involved in guest-speaker presentations and field trips, particularly as they relate to preparation 
and prior knowledge. 
 
Course Context: AVID’s organizational mission is to close the opportunity gap by preparing all 
students for college and career readiness and success in a global society. Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVIDⓇ) courses are academic elective courses that prepare students 
for college readiness and success. In AVIDⓇ, students engage in learning tasks that incorporate 
strategies focused on writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization, and reading (WICOR) to 
support their academic growth. Additionally, students engage in activities centered around 
exploring college and career opportunities and developing their own agency. AVID elective 
courses are designed to allow students to cycle through AVID’s elective standards by going 
deeper with each course while also mastering AVID essential skills. 
 

 

*Due to copyright laws, this curriculum document only provides a course description, an 
overview of AVIDⓇ essential skills, and a list of the AVIDⓇ elective standards for this course. Full 
resources are available for each trained teacher using their district credentials. 
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Curriculum Revision Tracking 

Winter 2025: 

• Updated course description to clarify cyclical, scaffolded nature of AVID courses and to 
reflect 2024-2025 curricular updates for AVID elective courses from the organization  

• Added AVID’s mission  
• Removed WAGs (Weeks at a Glance) summaries as these were not effective for AVID 

teachers nor clarifying for students/families since all WAG content is proprietary to 
AVID and can only be accessed on MyAVID.org with appropriate credentials  
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