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PROPOSITION NO. 1 - 2021-2022 BUDGET 
 
RESOLVED, that the budget for the Holland Central School District for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021 and 
ending June 30, 2022, as presented by the Board of Education in the amount of $21,298,400 be hereby approved 
and adopted, and the required funds therefor are hereby appropriated and the necessary real property taxes 
required shall be raised by a tax on the taxable property in the District to be levied and collected as required by 
law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $7,935,126 being the total maximum estimated cost, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property in the district and 
collected in annual installments as provided by section 416 of the education law; and in anticipation of such tax, 
obligations of the district shall be issued. 

PROPOSITION NO. 2 - PURCHASE AND FINANCING OF SCHOOL BUSES 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Holland Central School District (the “District”) is hereby authorized 
to purchase school buses (and related equipment) for use in the transportation program of the District, an 
estimated maximum cost of $256,468, and to expend therefor an aggregate sum not to exceed $256,468; and be it 
further 
 
RESOLVED, that the sum of $256,468 (which may include certain up-front financing costs), plus an amount for 
interest thereon, shall be funded by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of the District and collected in 
annual installments as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that in anticipation of such tax, bonds or other obligations (including, without limitation, obligations 
arising under leases, lease/purchase contracts or installment purchase contracts having a term of not more than 
five years) of the District shall be issued or entered into in accordance with applicable provisions of New York State 
law; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that New York State Transportation Aid funds expected to be received by the District are anticipated to 
offset a substantial part of such costs, and such funds, to the extent received, shall be applied to offset and reduce 
the amount of taxes herein authorized to be levied. 
 
PROPOSITION NO. 3 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, 2021  
 
               RESOLVED, that (a) the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Holland Central School District, Erie 
County, New York (the “District”) is hereby authorized to undertake a “Capital Improvements Project, 2021” (the 
“Project”) consisting of the reconstruction, rehabilitation and renovation, in part, and the construction of 
improvements and upgrades to, various District buildings and facilities (and the sites thereof) to implement various 
health, safety, accessibility and Code compliance measures and various other measures that are included and 
generally described in (but are not to be limited by) the Project Plan that was referred to in the public notice of the 
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vote on this Proposition, and to expend therefor an amount not to exceed $7,500,000; (b) the Board is authorized 
to expend or apply toward the Project (1) the entire balance (which stands at approximately $775,000), plus any 
additional interest earned, from the District’s 2016 Building Capital Reserve Fund, and then to terminate such 
fund; (2) $200,000 from the District’s Capital Improvements Reserve Fund, 2020; and (3) $600,000 of other 
available District funds; (c) a tax is hereby voted in an amount not to exceed $5,925,000 to finance the balance of 
the estimated maximum cost of the Project, such tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in 
such amounts as shall be determined by the Board; (d) in anticipation of such tax, obligations of the District are 
hereby authorized to be issued in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $5,925,000, and a tax is hereby 
voted to pay the interest on such obligations as the same shall become due and payable; and (e) New York State 
Building Aid funds expected to be received by the District are anticipated to offset a substantial part of such costs, 
and such funds, to the extent received, shall be applied to offset and reduce the amount of taxes herein authorized 
to be levied. 

 

 
Voter and Absentee Ballot Information 

 
Qualifications for Voters 
To be eligible to vote, you must be a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years of age, and a resident of the 
district for at least 30 days prior to the date of the vote. 
 
Absentee Ballots 
Absentee ballots will be mailed to voters in the district who request one. You may request an 
absentee ballot by emailing the district clerk at cljungberg@holland.org or by calling 716-537-
8228 by May 11, 2021. Completed absentee ballots must be received by the District Clerk no 
later than 5 p.m. prevailing time on the date of the election.

mailto:cljungberg@holland.org
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HOLLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL DISTRICT VOTE 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Annual Budget Hearing of the Holland Central School District, Erie 
County, New York (the “District”) will be held at the Holland Community Center, 3 Legion Drive, Holland, 
New York on Monday evening, May 10, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. prevailing time, for the purpose of presenting 
the District’s 2021-2022 budget and any propositions that may have been approved for presentation by 
the Board of Education for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2022, and for the 
transaction of such other business as may be authorized by law. 
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that the Annual District Vote will be held on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 from 7:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. prevailing time at the Holland Community Center, Legion Drive, Holland, New York for 
the following purposes: (i) voting upon the District’s budget for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021 
and ending June 30, 2022, (ii) voting upon a proposition for the purchase and financing of school buses, 
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(iii) voting upon a proposition for the authorization and financing of a capital project, (iv) voting for the 
purpose of electing two at-large members of the District’s Board of Education and (v) transacting such 
other business as may be authorized by law.  The specific propositions that will be the subject of voting at 
the Annual District Vote are set forth below: 
 

PROPOSITION NO. 1 - 2021-2022 BUDGET 
 
Shall the following proposition be adopted? 
 
RESOLVED, that the budget for the Holland Central School District for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 
2021 and ending June 30, 2022, as presented by the Board of Education, is hereby approved and adopted, 
and the required funds therefor are hereby appropriated and the necessary real property taxes required 
shall be raised by a tax on the taxable property in the District to be levied and collected as required by 
law. 

PROPOSITION NO. 2 - PURCHASE AND FINANCING OF SCHOOL BUSES 
 
Shall the following proposition be adopted? 
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Holland Central School District (the “District”) is hereby 
authorized to purchase school buses (and related equipment) for use in the transportation program of 
the District, an estimated maximum cost of $256,468, and to expend therefor an aggregate sum not to 
exceed $256,468; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the sum of $256,468 (which may include certain up-front financing costs), plus an amount 
for interest thereon, shall be funded by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of the District and 
collected in annual installments as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that in anticipation of such tax, bonds or other obligations (including, without limitation, 
obligations arising under leases, lease/purchase contracts or installment purchase contracts having a term 
of not more than five years) of the District shall be issued or entered into in accordance with applicable 
provisions of New York State law; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that New York State Transportation Aid funds expected to be received by the District are 
anticipated to offset a substantial part of such costs, and such funds, to the extent received, shall be 
applied to offset and reduce the amount of taxes herein authorized to be levied. 
 

PROPOSITION NO. 3 - CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, 2021 

Shall the following resolutions be adopted? 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Holland Central School District, Erie County, 
New York (the “District”), is hereby authorized to undertake a proposed “Capital Improvements 
Project, 2021” consisting of the reconstruction, rehabilitation and renovation, in part, and the 
construction of improvements and upgrades to various District buildings and facilities and the 
sites thereof (collectively, the “Project”) to implement various health, safety, accessibility and 
Code compliance measures required by the State Education Department in connection with any 
significant capital improvements project, and various other measures that are generally described 
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in (but are not to be limited by) the project plan that has been prepared by the District (with the 
assistance of Gordon W. Jones Associates, Architects, P.C.) and that is available for public 
inspection in the offices of the District Clerk (the “Project Plan”), such work being anticipated to 
include, without limitation and to the extent as and where required, the elements that are 
generally described below. At the existing High School track and athletic field location, proposed 
site work is anticipated to include a new 8-lane track and associated field event facilities and a 
synthetic turf multi-sport athletic field with synthetic surface D-zones.  The new track and 
synthetic turf field facility is anticipated to include accessory upgrades such as a storm water 
management underdrainage system tying into a recently upgraded storm water line, field lighting, 
electrical utilities, and pedestrian circulation pavement.  Possible building upgrades are 
anticipated to include High School locker room reconstruction, including restrooms that will be 
accessible with a new ramp from the outside of the building.  Mechanical upgrades, such as a 
boiler and gymnasium air handling units, are anticipated at the Elementary School.  If the budget 
allows after receiving construction bids, or if other items are identified, additional similar 
renovations, upgrades, and improvements could be undertaken.  All of such work (or so much 
thereof as can be accomplished within the overall budget for the Project, once the construction 
bids are received) is to be undertaken at an estimated maximum cost of $7,500,000, and will 
include the purchase of original furnishings, equipment, machinery and apparatus required in 
connection with the purposes for which such buildings, facilities and sites are used, and all 
ancillary or related work required in connection therewith, and the Board is authorized to expend 
therefor, including for preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and in connection with the 
financing thereof, an amount not to exceed the estimated maximum cost of $7,500,000, provided 
that the detailed costs of the components of the Project (as generally described in the Project 
Plan) may be reallocated among such components, or such components may be deleted, revised 
or supplemented if (i) the Board shall determine that such reallocation, deletion, revision or 
supplementation is in the best interests of the District and (ii) the aggregate amount to be 
expended for the Project shall not exceed $7,500,000 and (iii) no material change shall be made 
in the overall scope and nature of the Project; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Board is hereby authorized to expend or apply toward the Project (i) during the 
current fiscal year of the District, the entire balance (which stands at approximately $775,000), plus any 
additional interest earned, from the District’s 2016 Building Capital Reserve Fund, and then to terminate 
such fund, (2) $200,000 from the District’s Capital Improvements Reserve Fund that was established in 
June of 2020 and (3) $600,000 of other available District funds; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that a tax is hereby voted to finance the balance of the estimated maximum cost of the Project 
in an amount not to exceed $5,925,000, such tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years 
and in such amounts as shall be determined by the Board; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that in anticipation of such tax, obligations of the District (including, without limitation, serial 
bonds, statutory installment bonds, bond anticipation notes and/or lease/purchase obligations) are 
hereby authorized to be issued in the aggregate principal amount not to exceed $5,925,000, and a tax is 
hereby voted to pay the interest on such obligations as the same shall become due and payable; and be 
it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the New York State Building Aid funds that are expected to be received by the District are 
anticipated to offset a substantial part of the cost of the Project, and such funds shall, to the extent 
received, be applied to offset and reduce the amount of taxes herein authorized to be levied. 
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NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that such Proposition No. 3 shall appear on the ballot sheet to be used for voting 
on such Proposition in substantially the following abbreviated form: 
 

PROPOSITION NO. 3 – CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, 2021  

YES NO 
 

Shall the following resolution be adopted? 
 
RESOLVED, that (a) the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Holland Central School District, Erie 
County, New York (the “District”) is hereby authorized to undertake a “Capital Improvements Project, 
2021” (the “Project”) consisting of the reconstruction, rehabilitation and renovation, in part, and the 
construction of improvements and upgrades to various District buildings and facilities (and the sites 
thereof) to implement various health, safety, accessibility and Code compliance measures and various 
other measures that are included and generally described in (but are not to be limited by) the Project Plan 
that was referred to in the public notice of the vote on this Proposition, and to expend therefor an amount 
not to exceed $7,500,000; (b) the Board is authorized to expend or apply toward the Project (i) the entire 
balance (which stands at approximately $775,000), plus any additional interest earned, from the District’s 
2016 Building Capital Reserve Fund, and then to terminate such fund; (ii) $200,000 from the District’s 
Capital Improvements Reserve Fund, 2020; and (iii) $600,000 of other available District funds; (c) a tax is 
hereby voted in an amount not to exceed $5,925,000 to finance the balance of the estimated maximum 
cost of the Project, such tax to be levied and collected in installments in such years and in such amounts 
as shall be determined by the Board; (d) in anticipation of such tax, obligations of the District are hereby 
authorized to be issued in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $5,925,000, and a tax is hereby 
voted to pay the interest on such obligations as the same shall become due and payable; and (e) New York 
State Building Aid funds expected to be received by the District are anticipated to offset a substantial part 
of such costs, and such funds, to the extent received, shall be applied to offset and reduce the amount of 
taxes herein authorized to be levied. 
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that an Environmental Assessment Form has been completed for all of the 
anticipated work involved in the Project, which constitutes an Unlisted action under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), a thorough review of the Project’s potential environmental 
impacts has been undertaken, it has been found that the Project will not result in a significant adverse 
impact on the environment, and a reasoned elaboration of the SEQRA review and findings has been 
provided in a Negative Declaration. 
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that petitions nominating candidates for the office of two members of the Board 
of Education shall be filed in the Office of the District Clerk located at 103 Canada Street, Holland, New 
York, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., prevailing time, until not later than 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 19, 2021. 
 
The following vacancies are to be filled on the Board of Education by reason of the expiration of two terms, 
on June 30, 2021: 
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Two (2) At-Large Five-Year Terms to be filled through 6/30/2025 
Last Incumbents – Kelleen Kensy and Bonnie Meahl-Rowe 
 
Each petition shall be directed to the District Clerk, shall be signed by at least twenty-five (25) qualified 
voters of the District, shall state the name and residence of each candidate, and shall state the residence 
of each signer. Petition forms may be obtained from the District Clerk in the District Office at 103 Canada 
Street, Holland, New York, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., prevailing time, except for 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. 
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that optical scan voting machines, provided by the Board of Elections, will be used 
to record the vote on the budget, on all propositions, and on the election of two at-large members of the 
Board of Education pursuant to the District’s Rules for the Use of Voting Machines and the Submission of 
Questions or Propositions to be Placed Thereon.  Printed copies of such Rules are available at the office 
of the District Clerk at 103 Canada Street, Holland, New York.   
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that absentee ballot applications will also be available at the office of the District 
Clerk between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.  Completed applications must be received by the 
District Clerk at least seven (7) days before the election, if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or on the 
day before the election, if the ballot is to be delivered personally to the voter.   Proof of residency is 
required in order to obtain a ballot. Such form may include a driver’s license, a non-driver identification 
card, a utility bill, or a voter registration card to be submitted with a completed application. Applications 
will be available beginning on April 5, 2021.  Completed ballots must be received by the District Clerk not 
later than 5:00 p.m. prevailing time on Tuesday, May 18, 2021.  
 
A list of persons to whom absentee ballots are issued will be available for inspection by qualified voters 
in the office of the District Clerk, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., prevailing time, until the 
day set for voting, except for Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, and such list will be available at the polling 
place.  Any qualified voter present in the polling place may object to the voting of the ballot upon 
appropriate grounds for making his/her challenge and the reasons therefor known to the Inspector of 
Elections before the close of the polls. 
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that military members who are qualified voters of the Holland Central School 
District may request an application for a military ballot from the District Clerk by mail to 103 Canada 
Street, Holland, New York, by email to cljungberg@hollandcsd.org, or by fax sent to 716-537-8228.  In 
such request, the military voter may indicate their preference for receiving the application by mail, fax, or 
email. A military voter must return the original military ballot application by mail to the office of the 
District Clerk at 103 Canada Street, Holland, New York. In order for a military voter to be issued a military 
ballot, a valid military ballot application must be received in the office of the District Clerk no later than 
5:00 P.M., on April 22, 2021. Military ballot applications received in accordance with the foregoing will be 
processed in the same manner as a non-military ballot application under Section 2018-b of the Education 
Law.  The application for military ballot may include the military voter’s preference for receipt of the 
military ballot by mail, fax, or email.   
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that a military voter’s original military ballot must be returned by mail to the office 
of the District Clerk at 103 Canada Street, Holland, New York.  Military ballots shall be canvassed if they 
are received by the District Clerk before 5:00 p.m. on May 18, 2021 showing a cancellation mark of the 
United States Postal Service or a foreign country’s postal service, or showing a dated endorsement of 
receipt by another agency of the United States Government; or received not later than 5:00 p.m. on May 
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18, 2021 and signed and dated by the military voter and one witness thereto, with a date which is 
ascertained to be not later than the day before the election.  
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that District residents may obtain a copy of the budget at any schoolhouse in the 
District, during designated hours, on each day other than a Saturday, Sunday or holidays, during the 
fourteen days preceding the date of the annual meeting and election between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. beginning on May 4, 2021. 
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN, that the qualified voters of the District shall be entitled to vote at the Annual 
District Vote.  A qualified voter is one who is (1) a citizen of the United States of America, (2) eighteen 
years of age or older, and (3) resident within the District for a period of thirty (30) days next preceding the 
Annual District Vote. The District shall require all persons offering to vote at the Annual District Vote to 
provide one form of proof of residency pursuant to Education Law § 2018 – c. Such form may include a 
driver’s license, a non-driver identification card, a utility bill, or a voter registration card. Upon offer of 
proof of residency, the District shall also require all persons offering to vote to provide their signature, 
printed name and address. 
 
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that the District is closely monitoring all current and future legal developments as 
they pertain to school district elections and budget votes. Due to the spread of the Covid-19 virus and 
Governor Cuomo’s executive orders mandating the closure of all schools and modifications of school 
elections, the deadlines and procedures stated herein may change as required by law or consistent with 
further state guidance. All District residents are encouraged to closely monitor the Districts’ website at 
https://www.hollandcsd.org/ for the most up-to-date information concerning the District’s annual vote. 
 
Christine Ljungberg 
District Clerk 
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Candidates for the Board of Education 
1. Kelly Kensy  
2. Lloyd DeMario  
3. Bonnie Meahl-Rowe 
 
Two vacancies- five-year term 
 
About Holland Central School 
Mailing Address – 103 Canada Street, Holland NY 14080 
 
Phone Numbers-  
District Office-    (716) 537-8202 
Harold O. Brumsted Elementary  (716) 537-8250 
Holland Middle School  (716) 537-8275 
Holland High School   (716) 537-8221 
 
Administration- 
 Cathy Fabiatos, Superintendent of Schools,  
 Laurie Gregory, Director of Curriculum 
 Erik Smith, Director of Pupil Personnel Services 
 Carl Guidotti, Principal, Holland High School 
 Bryan Ford, Principal, Holland Middle School 
 Kelly Wetzler, Principal, Harold O. Brumsted Elementary 
 Christine Ljungberg, School Business Official and District Clerk 
 
Board of Education-  
 Mr. Brian Jones, President 
 Mrs. Kelleen Kensy, Vice President  
 Mr. Gerald Vella 
 Mrs. Bonnie Meahl Rowe 
 Mr. Russel Clothier Jr. 
 Mr. Scott Wander 
 Mrs. Mary Jo Szucs 
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These enrollment data are collected as part of NYSED's Student Information Repository System (SIRS). These 
counts are as of "BEDS Day" which is typically the first Wednesday in October. Available are school year. For 
nonpublic school enrollment data please see the Non-Public School Enrollment and Staff information on NYSED’s 
Information and Reporting Services webpage. 

 
Holland CSD Enrollment (2019-2020)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 

HS GRADUATION RATE (4 YEAR OUTCOME AS OF AUGUST 2019) 
Graduation Rate Data are reported for a 9th grade cohort, as of the 4th year of high school - August. The “Filter 
this data” function, below, provides the ability to display Graduation Rate Data of high school as of the 4th year - 
June, the 5th year - June and August, and the 6th year - June and August.  
 
Data is reported by educational institutions to the State Education Department throughout the school year and 
available for verification by districts until the close of the state data warehouse in August. District superintendents 
certify data is accurate in September. For the most updated information, please contact the school district. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

NYS SCHOOL REPORT CARD FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY SUPPLEMENT (2019-2020) 
 

Information about Expenditure Ratios (2018-2019)  
(Data are lagged a year) 
New York State Education Law and the Commissioner's Regulations have required the attachment of the NYS 
School Report Card to the public school district budget proposal. The regulations required that certain expenditure 
ratios for general education and special education students be reported and compared with ratios for similar 
districts and all public schools. The required ratios for this district are reported below. 
 

 
 
Instructional Expenditures for General Education are K-12 expenditures for classroom instruction (excluding Special Education) 
plus a proration of building level administrative and instructional support expenditures. These expenditures include amounts 
for instruction of students with disabilities in a general-education setting. District expenditures, such as transportation, debt 
service and district-wide administration are not included. 
 
The pupil count for General Education is K-12 average daily membership plus K-12 pupils for whom the district pays tuition to 
another school district. This number represents all pupils, including those classified as having disabilities and those not 
classified, excluding only students with disabilities placed out of district. Pupils resident in the district but attending a charter 
school are included. For districts in which a county jail is located, this number includes incarcerated youth to whom the district 
must provide an education program. 
 
Instructional Expenditures for Special Education are K-12 expenditures for students with disabilities (including summer special 
education expenditures) plus a proration of building-level administrative and instructional support expenditures. District 
expenditures, such as transportation, debt service and district-wide administration are not included. 
 
The pupil count for Special Education is a count of K-12 students with disabilities for the school year plus students for whom the 
district receives tuition from another district plus students for whom the district pays tuition to another district. Students 
attending the State schools at Rome and Batavia, private placements and out-of-state placements are included. 
 
Instructional Expenditures Per Pupil is the simple arithmetic ratio of Instructional Expenditures to Pupils. The total cost of 
instruction for students with disabilities may include both general- and special-education expenditures. Special-education 
services provided in the general-education classroom may benefit students not classified as having disabilities. 
 
Total Expenditures Per Pupil is the simple arithmetic ratio of Total Expenditures to Pupils. Total Expenditures include district 
expenditures for classroom instruction, as well as expenditures for transportation, debt service, community service and district-
wide administration that are not included in the Instructional Expenditure values for General Education and Special Education. 
As such, the sum of General Education and Special Education Instructional Expenditures does not equal the Total Expenditures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

The New York State Report Card is an important part of the Board of Regents’ effort to create educational equity 
and raise learning standards for all students. Knowledge gained from the report card on a school’s or district’s 
strengths and weaknesses can be used to improve instruction and services to students. The report card provides 
information to the public on school/district staff, students, and measures of school and district performance as 
required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Fundamentally, ESSA is about creating a set of interlocking 
strategies to promote educational equity by providing support to districts and schools as they work to ensure that 
every student succeeds. New York State is committed to ensuring that all students succeed and thrive in school no 
matter who they are, where they live, where they go to school, or where they come from. 

 
2-YEAR Institutions 

A postsecondary institution that offers programs of at least 2 but less than 4 years duration. This includes 
occupational and vocational schools with programs of at least 1800 hours and academic institutions with programs 
of less than 4 years. This does not include bachelor's degree-granting institutions where the baccalaureate 
program can be completed in 3 years. 

4-YEAR/GRAD Institutions 

A postsecondary institution that offers programs of at least 4 years duration or one that offers programs at or 
above the baccalaureate level. This includes schools that offer post baccalaureate certificates only or those that 
offer graduate programs only. This also includes free-standing medical, law or other first-professional schools. 

Alternative High School Equivalency Preparation Program (AHSEPP) 

A program of preparation for the High School Equivalency Examination for students 16 to 19 years old as described 
in Section 100.7(h) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education. The number of enrolled students used as 
the denominator for determining the percentage of students who entered an AHSEPP is the number of students in 
grades 9-12 and ungraded secondary-level students age 14 or older. 

Armed Forces Parent 

Student with one or more parent or guardian who is a member of the Armed Forces and on Active Duty. The 
Armed Forces are the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, or full-time National Guard. Active 
duty means full-time duty in the active military service of the United States. Such term includes full-time training 
duty, annual training duty, and attendance, while in the active military service, at a school designated as a service 
school by law or by the Secretary of the military department concerned. 

Attendance Rate 

Annual Attendance Rate is determined by dividing the school's (or district's) total actual attendance by the total 
possible attendance for a school year. A school's (or district's) actual attendance is the sum of the number of 
students in attendance on each day the school (or district's schools) was open during the school year. Possible 
attendance is the sum of the number of enrolled students who should have been in attendance on each day the 
school (or schools) was open during the school year. The state's Annual Attendance Rate is a weighted average of 
all district-level attendance rates. Attendance data are lagged a year because data for the reporting year are 
reported in October following the close of that reporting year. 



 
 

 
 

Average Class Size 

Average Class Size is the total registration in specified classes divided by the number of those classes with 
registration. The count only includes the reporting of students with the grade level associated with the 
class/course (e.g. tenth grade students enrolled in Mathematics Grade 10). It excludes the reporting of mixed-level 
classes. Common Branch refers to self-contained classes in Grades 1-6. 

CUNY 

City University of New York 

Completers 

Completers are students with a local diploma with or without Regents endorsement or with an Individualized 
Education Diploma (IEP). 

Core Classes 

Core Classes are primarily K-6 common branch, English, mathematics, science, social studies, art, music, and 
foreign languages. 

Dropouts 

Dropouts are students in grades 7-12 and ungraded secondary students whose last regular enrollment record 
indicated they dropped out of school. 

Economically Disadvantaged 

Economically disadvantaged students are those who participate in, or whose family participates in, economic 
assistance programs, such as the free or reduced-price lunch programs, Social Security Insurance (SSI), Food 
Stamps, Foster Care, Refugee Assistance (cash or medical assistance), Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), Home 
Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), Safety Net Assistance (SNA), Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), or Family 
Assistance: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). If one student in a family is identified as low income, 
all students from that household (economic unit) may be identified as low income. 

English Language Learners 

English Language Learners (ELLs) are those who, by reason of foreign birth or ancestry, speak or understand a 
language other than English and speak or understand little or no English, and require support in order to become 
proficient in English and are identified pursuant to Section 154.3 of Commissioner's Regulations. 

First-Professional 



 
 

 
 

A student enrolled in any of the following degree programs: Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.), Dentistry (D.D.S. or 
D.M.D.), Law (L.L.B., J.D.), Medicine (M.D.), Optometry (O.D.), Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.), Pharmacy (Pharm.D.), 
Podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod.D.), Theology (M.Div., M.H.L., B.D., or Ordination), Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.), 
Audiology, (Au.D.), Nursing Practice (D.N.P.), and Physical Therapy (D.P.T.) 

First-Time 

An entering freshman who has never attended any college (or other postsecondary institution), aside from college 
credits earned in high school. Includes students enrolled in the fall term who attended college for the first time in 
the prior summer term. Also includes students who entered with advanced standing (college credits earned before 
graduation from high school). 

Foster Care 

Student who is in 24-hour substitute care for children placed away from their parents and for whom the agency 
under title IV-E of the Social Security Act has placement and care responsibility. This includes, but is not limited to, 
placements in foster family homes, foster homes of relatives, group homes, emergency shelters, residential 
facilities, child care institutions, and pre-adoptive homes. A child is in foster care in accordance with this definition 
regardless of whether or not the foster care facility is licensed and payments are made by the State, tribal, or local 
agency for the care of the child, whether adoption subsidy payments are being made prior to the finalization of an 
adoption, or whether there is federal matching of any payments that are made. 

Free and Reduced-Price Lunch (FRPL) 

Eligible for Free Lunch and Eligible for Reduced-Price Lunch percentages are determined by dividing the number of 
approved lunch applicants by the Basic Educational Data System (BEDS) enrollment in full-day Kindergarten 
through Grade 12. 

Full-Time 

Undergraduate: A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or more 
contact hours a week each term. Graduate: A student enrolled for 9 or more semester credits, 9 or more quarter 
credits, or a student involved in thesis or dissertation preparation that is considered full-time by the institution. 
First-Professional: As defined by the institution. 

Full-Time Equivalent 

Full-Time Equivalent is calculated as follows: 

● Undergraduates: Full-Time + ⅓ Part-Time 
● Graduates and First Professionals: Full-Time + ⅖ Part-Time 

Gender 



 
 

 
 

Gender (Male or Female) of the student being reported, as identified by the student. In the case of very young 
transgender students not yet able to advocate for themselves, gender may be identified by the parent or guardian. 

 
Grade 

Instructional level for the student, as determined by the school district. Pre-Kindergarten counts include half- and 
full-day students. Students classified by districts as "pre-first" are included in first grade counts. Ungraded students 
are those assigned to a class that is not organized on the basis of grade grouping and has no standard grade 
designation. This includes both regular and special classes that have no grade designations. Such a class may 
contain students of different ages who are identified according to level of performance in one or more areas of 
instruction, rather than according to grade level or age level. The definition of 'Ungraded' does not include out-of-
school youth, preschoolers, or children who are not yet school age. Ungraded Elementary includes ungraded 
students who are age equivalent to students in Kindergarten through 6th grade. Ungraded Secondary includes 
ungraded students who are age equivalent to students in 7th through 12th grade. 

Graduate Student 

A student who holds a bachelor's, first-professional degree, or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post 
baccalaureate level. These students may or may not be enrolled in graduate programs (not to include students in 
first-professional programs). 

Graduates 

Graduates include students who received a local diploma or a local diploma with Regents endorsement (Regents 
diploma). All students who received a Regents diploma (with or without Advanced Designation or CTE 
Endorsement) are included in the number of students with Regents diploma. 

High School Completers 

High school completers are Graduates plus students who received an Individualized Education Diploma (IEP). 

Highly Qualified Teachers 

To be Highly Qualified, a teacher must have at least a Bachelor's degree, be certified to teach in the subject area or 
otherwise in accordance with State standards, and show subject matter competency. 

In public schools, a teacher who taught one class outside of the certification area(s) is counted as Highly Qualified 
provided that 1) the teacher had been determined by the school or district through the HOUSSE process or other 
state-accepted methods to have demonstrated acceptable subject knowledge and teaching skills and 2) the class in 
question was not the sole assignment reported. Credit for incidental teaching does not extend beyond a single 
assignment. Independent of Highly Qualified Teacher status, any assignment for which a teacher did not hold a 
valid certificate still registers as teaching out of certification. 



 
 

 
 

In charter schools, a teacher is counted as Highly Qualified if the teacher has at least a Bachelor's degree, is 
certified to teach, and shows subject matter competency. Enabling legislation allows charter school teachers to be 
employed if they hold any valid teaching certificate. Legislation also permits up to 30 percent, with a maximum of 
five, whichever is less, plus an additional five teachers of mathematics, science, computer science, technology, or 
career and technical education, and an additional five teachers of a charter school to be without certification and 
be considered Highly Qualified if they meet all remaining criteria. 

High-poverty and low-poverty schools used for highly qualified teacher categorization are those schools in the 
upper and lower quartiles, respectively, for percentage of students eligible for a free or reduced-price lunch. 

Statewide "Total Number of Teachers" includes a small number of teachers counted more than once if they were 
reported in multiple districts. 

Homeless 

Student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including a student who is sharing the 
housing of other persons due to a loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason; living in motels, hotels, 
trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; abandoned in hospitals; 
or a migratory child, as defined in subsection 2 of section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, as amended, who qualifies as homeless under any of the above provisions; or has a primary nighttime 
location that is a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living 
accommodations including, but not limited to, shelters operated or approved by the State or local department of 
social services, and residential programs for runaway and homeless youth established pursuant to article 19H of 
the executive law or a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, 
bus, train stations, or similar setting. Homeless students do not include children in foster care placements or who 
are receiving educational services pursuant to subdivision four, five, six, six-a, or seven of Education Law §3202 or 
pursuant to article 81, 85, 87, or 88 of Education Law. 

Independent 

Is a private-not-for-profit institution. 

Migrant 

Student who is, or whose parent, guardian, or spouse is, a migratory agricultural worker, including a migratory 
dairy worker or a migratory fisher, and who, in the preceding 36 months, in order to obtain, or accompany such 
parent, guardian, or spouse, in order to obtain, temporary or seasonal employment in agricultural or fishing work 
has moved from one school district to another. 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), developed in 1969, is a nationally representative 
assessment of the performance of United States' students in mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, 



 
 

 
 

civics, economics, geography, and U.S. history. The NAEP assessment is administered to a sampling of schools 
across New York State. Teachers, principals, parents, policymakers, and researchers use NAEP results to assess 
progress and develop ways to improve education in the United States. As part of a federal requirement, NYSED is 
publishing these statewide results on NAEP. There are no consequences for schools, teachers, or students based 
on NAEP results. For more information about NAEP, see the National Center for Education Statistics web site 
at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/. 

New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) 

The New York State Alternate Assessments are administered in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics to 
ungraded students with severe cognitive disabilities whose ages are equivalent to graded students in grades 3 
through 8 and secondary level. They are administered in science to students with disabilities age equivalent to 
graded students in grades 4, 8, and secondary level. And they are administered in social studies at the secondary 
level only. Students identified by their district's Committee on Special Education as eligible to take the New York 
State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) may use this assessment to fulfill the participation and performance criteria 
for elementary/middle- and secondary-level English language arts and mathematic and elementary/middle-level 
science for accountability. 

New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) 

The New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Tests are administered in grades K through 12 to 
limited English proficient students. 

New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) 

The New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) assessments are administered annually in English language arts (ELA) 
and mathematics in grades 3 through 8. 

Non-completers 

Non-completers is the sum of dropouts and students who entered an Alternative High School Equivalency 
Preparation Program (AHSEPP). The number of enrolled students used as the denominator for determining the 
percentage of noncompleters is the number of students in grades 9-12 and ungraded secondary-level students age 
14 or older. 

Part-Time 

Undergraduate: A student enrolled for either less than 12 semester or quarter credits, or less than 24 contact 
hours a week each term. Graduate: A student enrolled for less than 9 semester or quarter credits. First-
Professional: As defined by the institution. 

 
Performance Levels 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/


 
 

 
 

Descriptors of performance levels for the Grades 3-8 New York State Testing Program Assessments in English 
language arts (ELA) and Mathematics are available at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/ela-math/ in the "Scale Score 
to Performance Level Conversion Charts" section. 

Descriptors of performance levels for Grades 4 and 8 Science Tests are available in the Rating Guides 
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/science/science-ei.html. 

Post-secondary Plans of Completers 

Percent of students with Regents or local diplomas who reported their post-graduation plans to be attending 
college, entering the military, entering into employment, entering adult services, or other known or unknown. 

Private Institutions 

An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually supported 
primarily by other than public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed officials. These 
institutions may be either for-profit or not-for-profit. 

Proprietary 

Is a private-for-profit institution. 

Public Institutions 

An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly elected or appointed school 
officials and which is supported primarily by public funds. 

Race/Ethnicity 

Race or races with which the student primarily identifies as indicated by the student or the parent/guardian. 

● American Indian or Alaska Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North 
and South America (including Central America) and who maintains cultural identification through 
tribal affiliation or community recognition. 

● Asian or Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander: : A person having origins in any of the original 
peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent, including Cambodia, China, 
India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam; or a person 
having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 

● Black or African American: A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. 
● Hispanic or Latino: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other 

Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/ela-math/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/science/science-ei.html


 
 

 
 

● White: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle 
East. 

● Multiracial: Non-Hispanic students who are reported with more than one race. 
 
Recently Arrived LEP Students 

Recently arrived LEP students are limited English proficient (LEP) students (including those from Puerto Rico) who 
on April 1 of the reporting year will have been attending school in the United States for less than one year. These 
students may use the New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) in lieu of the 3-8 
New York State Testing Program (NYSTP) in English language arts (ELA) to meet the participation requirement for 
making Adequate Yearly Progress in elementary/middle-level ELA for institutional accountability purposes. 

Regents Competency Tests 

Annual Regents Competency Test (RCT) results include those from August, January, and June of the reporting year. 
If a student takes the same RCT multiple times during the reporting year, only the highest score is included in the 
annual results. 

Regents Examinations 

Annual Regents examination results include those from August, January, and June of the reporting year. If a 
student takes the same Regents examination multiple times during the reporting year, only the highest score is 
included in the annual results. 

SUNY 

State University of New York 

Staff Counts 

Principals and assistant principals include full- and part-time. Other professional staff include administrators, 
guidance counselors, school nurses, psychologists, and other professionals who devote more than half of their 
time to non-teaching duties. Paraprofessionals include full- and part-time supplementary school personnel. 

Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities are those who have been identified as such by the Committee on Special Education and 
are receiving services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Students with disabilities include 
those having an intellectual disability; hearing impairment, including deafness; speech or language impairment; 
visual impairment, including blindness; serious emotional disturbance; orthopedic impairment; autism; traumatic 
brain injury; developmental delay; other health impairment; specific learning disability; deaf-blindness; or multiple 
disabilities and who, by reason thereof, receive special education and related services under the IDEA according to 
an Individualized Education Program (IEP), Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP), or a services plan. 



 
 

 
 

Suspensions 

Student Suspension rate is determined by dividing the number of students who were suspended from school (not 
including in-school suspensions) for one full day or longer anytime during the school year by the Basic Educational 
Data System (BEDS) day enrollments for that school year. A student is counted only once, regardless of whether 
the student was suspended one or more times during the school year. Suspension data are lagged a year because 
data for the reporting year are reported in October following the close of that reporting year. 

 
 
 
 
Teacher Qualifications 

● No Valid Teaching Certificate: The Percent with No Valid Teaching Certificate is the percent of 
teachers without a valid teaching certificate. 

● Teaching Out of Certification: The Percent Teaching Out of Certification is the percent of teachers 
teaching out of certification on more than an incidental basis (more than one assignment). In 
charter schools, a teacher is allowed to be employed if the teacher has at least a Bachelor's 
degree, is certified to teach, and shows subject matter competency. Enabling legislation allows 
charter school teachers to be employed if they hold any valid teaching certificate. Legislation also 
permits up to 30 percent, with a maximum of five, whichever is less, plus an additional five 
teachers of mathematics, science, computer science, technology, or career and technical 
education, and an additional five teachers of a charter school to be employed without 
certification. 

● Three Year of Experience: The Percent with Fewer Than Three Years of Experience is the percent 
of teachers with fewer than three years of teaching experience. 

● Master's Degree Plus 30 Hours or Doctorate: The Percent with Master's Degree Plus 30 Hours or 
Doctorate is the percent of teachers with a Master's Degree and 30 hours of credits towards a 
doctorate or a Doctorate. 

● Number of Classes: The Total Number of Classes is the number of classes/assignments reported by 
teachers. This includes all teaching/instructional assignments reported to the Department. 

● Teachers without Appropriate Certification: The Percent Taught by Teachers without Appropriate 
Certification is the percent of all teachers teaching one or more assignments outside of 
certification. 

 
Teacher Turnover Rate 

Teacher Turnover Rate for a specified school year is the count of teachers in the prior school year who did not 
return to a teaching position in the district in the current school year expressed as a percentage. This includes all 
teaching/instructional assignments reported to the Department. 

Total Cohort 

A secondary-level total cohort consists of all students who first enter grade 9 anywhere or, in the case of ungraded 
students with disabilities, reach their seventeenth birthday in a particular school year (July 1 - June 30). The "year" 
used to identify the cohort is the year in which the July 1 - December 31 dates fall. For more detailed information 
on cohort definitions, see the SIRS Manual. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/sirs


 
 

 
 

Undergraduate 

A student enrolled in, or taking courses creditable toward, a 4- or 5-year bachelor's degree program, an associate's 
degree program, or a vocational or technical program below the baccalaureate. High School students taking 
degree-credit work are included in the counts of all enrolled undergraduates. 

 


