


Welcome Back, Carberry Elementary Families!
Dear Carberry Elementary Families,
We are really excited and ready to “Dive into Learning” this school
year. As we embark on this new academic journey together, I
wanted to share some important updates and changes that will
help make this year successful for our students and community.
Transition to a Four-Day School Week
This year, we are making a significant change to our school
schedule. After careful consideration and input from our
stakeholders, we will transition to a four-day school week, with
classes held Monday through Thursday. However, please note that
during the first three weeks of school, we will still have classes on

Fridays. This adjustment was made to allow for a full week off during Thanksgiving, a change many
families and staff expressed interest in.
Starting on September 9, our school week will officially shift to Monday through Thursday, and we
believe this new schedule will provide students and staff with an optimal balance of learning and
rest.
New Personal Communication Device Policy



In our ongoing efforts to create a safe and focused learning environment, we will be implementing
a new personal communication device policy. This policy is designed to protect our students from
the potential distractions and harmful aspects of these devices during the school day.
Under this new policy, all personal communication devices, including cell phones, must be turned
off and not visible (stored in backpacks or lockers) from the time students enter the bus or school
grounds until they have left the bus or school grounds at the end of the day. More detailed
information about this policy can be found in the updated student handbook, which I expect all
parents to review with their child(ren).
Playground Improvement Project
We are thrilled to announce that, thanks to the hard work and generosity of our Carberry PTO and
several dedicated volunteers, we are in the process of creating better drainage for our swings and
small playground. This project includes installing new drainage systems, mats, and borders, which
we anticipate will help keep these areas open and safe for play throughout the year, even during
inclement weather. However, the playground may be off-limits for a few days to start the school
year.
Daily Schedule Reminder
Finally, a quick reminder about our school day hours: classes begin promptly at 7:55 a.m. and
dismiss at 3:15 p.m. Please ensure your child(ren) arrives on time ready to learn each day.
We look forward to a fantastic school year filled with growth, learning, and community spirit. As
always, we appreciate your continued support and partnership in making Kenneth Carberry
Elementary a wonderful place for our students to thrive.
Warm regards,
Greg Alexander
Principal, Kenneth Carberry Elementary

August
14th--Food Bank 3:30-5:00 pm (food boxes distributed out of room
C105)
15th--Open House 5-7 pm
19th--School Starts 1st-5th Grades
19th--Kinder Orientation (9:15-10:45 am OR 1:00-2:30 pm)(You need
to stay with your child)
20th--Kinder 1st Day
23rd--Friday-School Today
23--NASA Applications Available
26th--PTO 3:30 pm Room B102
30th--Friday-School Today

September
2nd--NO SCHOOL LABOR DAY
4th--NASA applications due
6th--Friday-School Today



12th--Homecoming Parade (11:00 am - 1:00 pm)
13th--First Friday Off-No School For Students
16th--PTO 3:30 pm
19th--Domino's Dough Night
24th--Picture Day













Aimee Thompsen
My name is Aimee Thompsen and I am excited to be the new
Community School Coordinator at Carberry. I was born and raised
in Pocatello and am a proud Idaho State University graduate. I
have called Emmett home for nearly 20 years. I am married to
Spencer Thompsen and we are the proud parents of our daughter,
Mary, who recently graduated from EHS. As a family, we are
invested in the Emmett community and we are passionate
Huskies fans. When not supporting our Huskies, I enjoy backyard
barbeques with friends, crafting, and camping. I am looking
forward to connecting with the families of Carberry.

Amanda Corning (Saunders)
My Name is Amanda Corning (Saunders) and I'm the new custodian at Carberry. I was born and
raised in Nampa. I have been married to my husband for a little over a year. We have a blended
family with seven adult children and twelve grandchildren. I have an associates in criminal justice,
and I only need to complete two classes and I will have an associates in psychology. In my free
time, I like to fish, draw, camp, and work with my animals. Besides working at Carberry, I co-own a



hog farm. Every day it's always an adventure when you own a farm
because unexpected things always occur.

Kristin Meade

My name is Kristin Meade and I am so excited to be the new
music teacher at Carberry Elementary! I grew up in Oak Harbor,
WA, studied music at Seattle Pacific University, moved across the
country to Baltimore, MD then Princeton, NJ, and ended up back in
Washington, where I taught music in the Snohomish School
District for 9 years. Our family moved to Idaho 7 years ago. The
last 6 years, I taught music in West Ada at Seven Oaks Elementary.
My hubby, Gordon, is the counselor at Black Canyon and Butte
View. Our son, Devon, attended Boise State, and now lives back in
Washington with his wife. The most important things in my life are

my faith and family (including our dog, Chester). I love music, paddle boarding, and sunshine! I love
Idaho and the amazing seasons we have here! (In Washington we basically had 2 seasons - a
month or 2 of sunshine and 8-9 months of gloomy rain!)

Looking forward to getting to know all of you!

Jeanne Anderson

I am your new school nurse this year at Carberry. I graduated from
Brigham Young University with a bachelor's degree in RN. I have
recently worked as the school nurse at EMS for 5 years. My
experience before that was mostly in Labor & Delivery. I have lived
in Sweet, Idaho with my Husband and family for the last 14 years. I
am the mother of 5 kids. My 2nd just got married a week ago (fun
summer), and my 3rd just graduated from EHS and is headed off
to college, so I will be down to my 2 youngest boys at home. That
will be a change, as will transitioning over to Carberry. I look

forward to getting to know all my new colleagues and kids. Thanks for making me part of your
team.

Nurse Jeanne

Deanna Richards
I am Deanna Richards. This is my 18th year teaching. I am super excited to be part of the Carberry
1st Grade team. My family and I have lived in Emmett for the past 11 years. I grew up in Georgia
and graduated from Georgia Southern University. My household includes my husband, Aaron, and
our two children Riley and Wyatt. Fun fact about me: I love the color yellow!



Jessica Florian

Hi! My name is Jessica Florian, and I'm the new special education
teacher at Carberry Elementary. I enjoy art, painting, drawing, and
writing. I have a large Siamese cat named Meeko. I love seeing my
nephews and am passionate about helping others, including the
elderly and those with special needs.

Mindy Parker

Hi! My name is Mindy Parker, and I am the new 2nd grade teacher
at Carberry Elementary. I am so excited to be here! I have spent
the last 17 years of my career teaching 1st grade at Hunter
Elementary in West Ada. It was a hard good-bye, but my husband
(Bryce) and I are looking forward to becoming Gem County's
newest residents. We have been building a home that will be
finished soon and are thrilled to meet our new friends and
neighbors in Emmett!

We have 3 amazing adult children and are over the moon to be
expecting our first grandbaby (boy) next month. I am passionate
about children and consider myself so fortunate to spend my time

loving, teaching, and learning alongside them. I look forward to a year filled with new experiences
and growth! Stop by and say hello....I would love to meet you!





What to Do When Your Kid Refuses to Go to School
Experts say that as classrooms have reopened, school refusal is
widespread.

launch usnews.com
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Parents and Students,
Welcome to 2024-2025 PE! I am so excited to be able to teach your
kids. I want to remind you that it is very important for your student
to have the proper footwear for PE. Tennis shoes are required for
the safety of your student, as well as the upkeep of our gymnasium.
We are going to be outside quite a bit this fall, so please have your
student dress for the weather. It's a little chilly in the morning and
hot in the afternoon. I encourage your student to have a water
bottle that they can bring to class with them so they can stay
hydrated. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me, as I am not at my phone most of
the day.
Thanks,
Katie Walton
kwalton@isd221.net

mailto:kwalton@isd221.net


We will be starting off the school year by learning about library
time, book care and choosing library books. Borrowing books will
begin in early September. Please watch your student's Monday
folder for information regarding their book day.

NASA applications will be available beginning Friday, August 23.
Applications are due Wednesday, September 4.

Project underway! Our playground is getting a little makeover to solve the drainage issues on the
small playground. Shoutout to Carberry PTO for raising the project money, community volunteers,
and awesome local businesses who are working to make the playground a drier place for our
students!









INFINITE CAMPUS - PARENT PORTAL
If you need assistance with getting logged into your parent portal contact
Mrs. Sammons at the office.

CARBERRY

https://bsammons@isd221.net/


https://www.facebook.com/carberry

