Managing presumed head louse

infestations in schools IdentifyUs
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Relax. Do NOT treat for lice.

* Inspect hair for live lice
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Live
(crawling)
lice on
hair?

Periodically reinspect hair for live lice

Recommended responses v

« Notifying parent / guardian at the end of the day of the suspected infestation.
« Providing information on the biology of head lice and methods to eliminate infestations.

_

Unjustified responses X

- Excluding or quarantining the student or his/her possessions.

- Violating confidentiality of the affected student and his/her family.

« Notifying other students and parents of minor health issues affecting classmates.
» Mass screening of children for head lice or their eggs.

= Applying insecticides to classrooms and buses.

 Reporting cases of head lice to youth or social services.

- Bagging of coats and clothes.

« Restricting the use of headphones or helmets.
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Richard J. Pollack PhD is an internationally respected public health entomologist who has served for more than two
decades as a research associate and instructor at the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) Laboratory of Public
Health Entomology. He is frequently consulted by health and education agencies and organizations regarding his
research and insights on diverse insect and tick pests, including head lice. A recent reorganization at the HSPH
resulted in closure of the Laboratory of Public Health Entomology. Although Dr. Pollack retains an appointment at
Harvard, he has transferred his informational, identification and guidance resources to a new entity. The HSPH
website redirects viewers to his new resource, http://identify.us.com.
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