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Annual Asbestos Notification
Dear Parent, Guardian, or Staff Member:

This notice is provided to you with information regarding the Asbestos Hazard Emergency
Response Act (AHERA) Management Plan for Hoke County Schools. AHERA is a provision of the
Toxic Substance Control Act and was passed by Congress in 1986. It requires schools to “ensure
that workers and building occupants, or their legal guardians, are informed at least once each
school year about inspections, response actions, and post-response action activities, including
periodic re-inspection and surveillance activities that are planned or in progress as well as the
availability of the AHERA Management Plan for public review.” (§763.84(c))

Under AHERA (Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act), all primary and secondary schools
are required to develop and implement a plan for managing all building materials which contain
asbestos. Included in the AHERA is the requirement to annually notify all workers and building
occupants (or their guardians) of asbestos-related activities. Beginning in 1988, all buildings
owned, leased, or “under the control of” the School District were inspected by EPA accredited
inspectors, with building material samples analyzed by an independent laboratory. Based on the
inspection, the School District prepared and the state approved a comprehensive management
plan for managing the asbestos. Where the asbestos-containing materials are found, the District
has in place an Operations and Maintenance program.

The District has accomplished the following compliance mandates regarding the administration
of asbestos in school buildings:

e The District contacts, consults, and can contract with a consultant for asbestos
management.

e The District is continuing with the Operations and Maintenance Program as designed for
the School District. This ensures that all asbestos materials are kept in good condition.

e Periodic “surveillance” in each area containing asbestos has been completed as
required. Also, the buildings are re-inspected by an accredited inspector as required.

® |nthe past year the District conducted the following asbestos removal activities: None

e Contractors shall contact the Director of Maintenance or environmental management
supervisor before commencing work.

Our goal at the District is to be in full compliance with asbestos regulations. A copy of the
Asbestos Management Plan is available for review by contacting the District office. The AHERA
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Management Plan contains documents of the initial AHERA inspection, periodic Surveillances,
re-inspections, employee training and Operations and Maintenance procedures. It also contains
each Hoke County school that includes the location, condition and type of asbestos containing
materials, re-inspection data and recommendations for response actions and programmatic
information. Questions related to this plan or any other asbestos concerns should be directed to
the District’s designated person, Mr. Scott Maness at scmaness@hcs.k12.nc.us.

WHAT IS ASBESTOS?

"Asbestos" is the name given to a naturally occurring minerals composed of thin, fibrous
crystals. It is a naturally occurring mineral once commonly used in building materials. Because
of its many useful characteristics, including fire, heat, and chemical resistance, asbestos has
been used since the mid 1800’s in the manufacture of some 3,000 different products. Common
products include floor tile, linoleum, cement siding, roofing, pipe insulation, sprayed-on
fireproofing, and decorative ceiling treatments.

In many products, such as vinyl floor tile and siding, asbestos is combined with a binding
material so that it is not readily released into the air. However, if the materials are sanded or
crushed, asbestos-containing dusts may become airborne and have the potential to be inhaled.
The asbestos fibers may then enter the lungs where they tend to stay because of their shape.
Asbestos fibers can cause lung cancer and other lung disease that may not appear until many
years after exposure.



