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 Unit Overview Template 
 Content Area:  ELA  Grade Level:  11-12  Unit Title:  Media Literacy 
 Unit Summary:  Students will look at the role media  plays in the modern world. This unit will explore 
 the meaning and purpose of media and the influence of news and information. Media is all around. 
 Students are surrounded by messages, through the Internet, television, networking, radio, music, 
 videos, and cell phones. They absorb media messages constantly and then synthesize these messages 
 into their daily lives. Today's students are enriched by an opportunity to look at media critically and to 
 discern the different ways in which media compete for their attention in ever-growing, technologically 
 advanced ways. This unit will attempt to instruct students in discerning the challenges that 
 multimedia sources present and to differentiate between useful, reliable, and important messages 
 from those of lesser quality as they move through the morass of messages. 

 Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:  Multimedia  Sources, Culture, History, Politics, Music and 
 Art 
 21  st  Century Themes  ☐  Creativity and Innovation  ☐  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving  ☐  ICT Literacy 
 X  Information Literacy  ☐  Life and Career Skills  ☐  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy 
 Unit Rationale:  This unit will offer an introductory look at media and multimedia. The course, and 

 this unit in particular, presents strategies for discerning credibility and evaluating 
 the variety of media, and for critiquing the messages presented and the means by 
 which those messages are presented.   

 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skill Practices: 
 TECH.9.4.12.DC.7 Evaluate the influence of digital communities on the nature, content, and 
 responsibilities of careers and other aspects of society 
 TECH.9.4.12.IML.1 Compare search browsers and recognize features that allow for filtering of 
 information. 
 TECH.9.4.12.IML.2 Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the 
 source, and relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources 
 TECH.9.4.12.IML.8 Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations 
 TECH.9.4.12.IML.9 Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages 
 within information and media 

 Learning Targets 
 Standards:  NJSLS ELA 
 Content Statements:  Media analysis relies heavily on discerning the messages and their sources 

 and evaluating the credibility of the sources and the messages. 
 CPI#:  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI): 

 L.VL.9–10. 
 3. 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
 phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, including technical meanings, 
 choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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 L.VL.11–12. 
 3. 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
 phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, including technical meanings, 
 choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 W.WP.9–10 
 .4. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
 trying a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out 
 feedback and reflecting on personal writing progress; consulting a style manual (such 
 as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
 purpose and audience. 

 W.WP.11–1 
 2.4 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
 trying a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking 
 and reflecting on personal writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, 
 conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
 addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 RI.IT.9–10. 
 3. 

 Analyze how an author unfolds ideas throughout the text, including the order in which 
 the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that 
 are drawn between them. 

 RL.IT.11–12 
 .3 

 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices as they develop ideas throughout the text 
 regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is 
 set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

 RI.TS.9–10. 
 4. 

 Analyze in detail the author’s choices concerning the structure of ideas or claims of a 
 text, and how they are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or 
 larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

 RI.TS.11–12 
 .4. 

 Evaluate the author’s choices concerning the structure and the effectiveness of the 
 structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the 
 structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

 W.SE.9–10. 
 6. 

 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
 advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
 research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
 ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA 
 Style Manuals). 
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 W.SE.11–12 
 .6. 

 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
 advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 
 terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively 
 to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source 
 and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

 SL.PI.9–10. 
 4, 

 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
 The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
 audience. 

 SL.PI.11–12 
 .4. 

 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
 The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
 audience. 

 Unit Essential Questions: 
 ●  How do we recognize the messages around us?      
 ●  How do we evaluate the worth of the messages and the sources, since media is everywhere? 
 ●  How do we judge what messages have value? 
 ●  How does media drive the world?   
 ●  Are we captive audiences? 
 ●  Who controls the messages? 
 ●  What is news writing, and an inverted pyramid structure? 
 ●  How do we discern credibility in news sources?  

 Unit Enduring Understandings: 
 ●  This unit will expose students to the concepts of media and multimedia, and to how to 

 recognize the messages all around us. 
 ●  This unit will inform students about how to differentiate between useful messages and 

 background noise and how to evaluate what we learn as we are learning it. 
 ●  This unit will help students realize the importance of ethical journalism. 

 Unit Learning Targets: 
 Students will      be able to recognize, evaluate, and  identify credible sources of multimedia 
 information.        

 Evidence of Learning 
 Summative Assessment:  15 days (3 weeks) 
 Equipment Needed:  DVD Player, Projector, Dongle, Laptops, WIFI Connection, Internet, Laws 

 Governing Media 
 Teacher Resources:  DVDs 
 Formative Assessments:     

 ●  Journal entries 
 ●  Class discussions 
 ●  Access to Internet during class for relative evaluation of sources 
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 ●  Notebook assessments 
 ●  Paired assessments of media presentations 
 ●  Critiques of ads as to message and target audience 
 ●  Quizzes on materials covered 
 ●  Projects 
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 Lesson Plans 
 Lesson  Time Frame 

 Lesson 1  Media  4.5 hrs/5 days 

 Lesson 2  Multimedia and Headlines  4.5 hrs/5 days 

 Lesson 3  Ethics in Action  4.5 hrs/5 days 

 Teacher Notes:        
 Instruct students in discerning the challenges that multimedia sources present, and to differentiate 
 between useful and reliable and important messages from those of lesser quality. 

 Curriculum Development Resources/Technology Resources: 
 Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/23/student-journalism-the-value-of-school-newspapers 
 /http://journalism.indiana.edu/undergraduate/course-information-2/current-courses 
 http://www.hsj.org 
 https://sites.google.com/view/missouri-jschool-hslessonplans/missouri-high-school-journalism-proj 
 ect/journalism-ethics?authuser=0 
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 Lesson Plan 1 Template 
 Content Area:  Journalism  Lesson Title:  Media  Time Frame:  4.5 hrs/5 day  s 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness  ☐  Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 ☐  Civic Literacy  ☐  Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 ☐  Creativity and Innovation  ☐  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  ☐  Information Literacy 
 ☐  Life and Career Skills  ☐  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy  ☐  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Social Studies 

 Integration of Technology:  Internet, TV 

 Equipment Needed:  Laptops, Newspapers 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 

 ●  Read and interpret news 
 stories from various 
 sources 

 ●  Identify facts related to 
 topics 

 ●  Discern the value of 
 sources 

 ●  Analyze the credibility of 
 the topic, facts, and 
 sources 

 ●  Create a list of headlines 
 that incorporate real and 
 imaginary topics 

 Lesson Sequence     

 1.  Read, interpret, and 
 evaluate news stories 
 from a variety of sources 

 2.  Define media and 
 multimedia, Identify 
 types of media 

 3.  Recognize the 
 importance of the First 
 Amendment and apply it 
 in a variety of situations 
 through class discussion 

 4.  Identify various news 
 items that deal with the 
 First Amendment 

 ●  Class discussion 

 ●  Comparison 

 ●  Creation of lists of media 
 and multimedia sources 

 ●  Samples of media and 
 multimedia sources 

 ●  Application of First 
 Amendment concerns 
 today 

 ●  Paper on how pervasive 
 media is today 

 Differentiation: 

 Student choice provides differentiation, as well as expectations in project products.  
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 Resources Provided: 

 ●  Newspapers 
 ●  Internet sources 
 ●  Paper, markers, printer    
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 Lesson Plan 2 Template 
 Content Area:  Journalism  Lesson Title:  News or Hype  Time Frame:  4.5 hours/5 

 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness  ☐  Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 ☐  Civic Literacy  ☐  Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 ☐  Creativity and Innovation  ☐  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  ☐  Information Literacy 
 ☐  Life and Career Skills  ☐  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy  ☐  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  History/Civics 

 Integration of Technology:  Internet 

 Equipment Needed:  Laptops 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 

 ●  Evaluate news stories 
 found on the Internet 

 ●  Discern 'news' from hype 

 ●  Create a game or poster 
 that will serve as the 
 basis for discerning 
 differences between hype 
 and real news 

 ●  Analyze sources for 
 credibility      

 Lesson Sequence     

 1.  Read, interpret, and 
 evaluate headlines from a 
 variety of sources 

 2.  Investigate sources 
 related to the topic 

 3.  Analyze credibility 
 4.  Create a list of possible 

 headlines that include 
 real and imaginary 
 concerns   

 5.  Create a game card that 
 allows other students to 
 select real from the 
 imagined headline  

 6.  Present the game to the 
 class, each group taking a 
 turn to present the 
 headline game     

 ●  Evaluation write-up on a 
 news story that indicates 
 the credibility of the 
 source 

 ●  Creation of headline 

 ●  Class discussion 

 ●  Presentations 
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 Differentiation: 
 Students may choose much of the materials used, and base their choices on their own interests or 
 talents, or develop new, challenging ones.      

 Resources Provided: 

 ●  Internet 
 ●  Newspapers 
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 Lesson Plan 3 Template 
 Content Area:  Journalism  Lesson Title:  Ethics in Action  Time Frame:  4.5 hours/5 

 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness  ☐  Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy  ☐  Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  ☐  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy  ☐  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  21st Century Career  Readiness skills 

 Integration of Technology:  Internet 

 Equipment Needed:  Laptop, Projector 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 

 ●  Identify some common 
 ethical problems 
 journalists face 

 ●  Explain what constitutes 
 an “ethical dilemma” 

 ●  Explain major ethical 
 decision-making 
 approaches 

 ●  Apply ethical 
 decision-making 
 approaches to ethical 
 dilemmas 

 ●  Reinforce knowledge of 
 SPJ Code of Ethics 

 Lesson Sequence     

 1.  Students will define the 
 term "right decision" and 
 how someone knows 
 when it's the "right 
 decision." They will 
 provide examples. 

 2.  Students will take notes 
 on ethical dilemmas 
 journalists face in the 
 field using video notes 
 from the Missouri High 
 School Journalism 
 Project. 

 3.  Students will brainstorm 
 as a class: What does 
 “good journalism” look 
 like? What does “bad 
 journalism” look like? 
 Then in pairs discuss: 
 "What news content has 
 struck you as being 

 ●  Class discussion 

 ●  Guided Notes 

 ●  Google Slide Presentation 

 ●  Oral Presentation 
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 ●  Solve and present an 
 ethical case study     

 unethical? What about it 
 made you think it was 
 unethical? What should 
 have been done?" 

 4.  Students will break into 
 groups of three or four. 
 Each group will receive a 
 hypothetical scenario 
 from the Markkula 
 Center for Applied Ethics. 
 As a group, they will 
 create a slide 
 presentation that does 
 the following: 

 ●  Summarizes the 
 case study 

 ●  Responds to the 
 questions 

 ●  Links the 
 problems in the 
 cases to the SPJ 
 Code of Ethics: 
 How do these 
 dilemmas relate to 
 journalistic duties 
 and how should 
 they be resolved? 

 ●  Defends their 
 course of action by 
 arguing for an 
 alternative. 

 5.  Students will present the 
 solutions to their ethical 
 case studies while the 
 other groups determine if 
 it was the “right” 
 decision. 

 Differentiation: 

 Students will work in predetermined small groups but will receive a choice of case study. 

 Resources Provided: 

 ●  SPJ Code of Ethics 
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 ●  Case Studies from  Markkula Center for Applied Ethics 
 ●  Missouri High School Journalism Project “Journalism Ethics” Video 
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 Lesson Reflection 
 Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson  Strongly, Moderately  or  Weakly 
 meets the criteria below. 
 Lesson Activities  Strongly  Moderately  Weakly 
 Are challenging  Strongly  and require higher order  thinking and 
 problem solving skills  x 

 Allow for student choice  x 

 Provide scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge/skills  x 

 Integrate global perspectives  x 

 Integrate 21st century skills  x 
 Provide opportunities for interdisciplinary connection and transfer of 
 knowledge and skills  x 
 Foster student use of technology as a tool to develop critical thinking, 
 creativity and innovation skills  x 
 Are varied to address different student learning styles and 
 preferences  x 

 Are differentiated based on student needs  x 
 Are student-centered with teacher acting as a facilitator and 
 co-learner during the teaching and learning process  x 
 Provide means for students to demonstrate knowledge and skills and 
 progress in meeting learning goals and objectives  x 

 Provide opportunities for student reflection and self- assessment  x 
 Provide data to inform and adjust instruction to better meet the 
 varying needs of learners  x 

 Curriculum Design Template 

 Content Area:  ELA  Grade Level:  9-12  Unit Title:  Media Literacy 

 Created:  Kerry Thorburn & 
 Alexis Mojka 

 Board Approved on: 
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 Unit Overview Template 
 Content Area:  ELA  Grade Level:  11-12  Unit Title:  II: Media and 

 Journalistic Terms 
 Unit Summary:  Unit Two- This unit develops ideas begun  in Unit One, and takes the students into a 
 greater understanding of the role of media and journalism in our lives. We investigate many aspects of 
 media, with a specific focus on print media, the history of the American press, journalism's formats 
 and structures, and how to apply what is learned practically, including the importance of visual 
 imagery in today’s social world. 
 Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:     ELA 
 21  st  Century Themes  ☐  Creativity and Innovation  ☐  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving  ☐  ICT Literacy 
 ☐  Information Literacy  X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy 
 Unit Rationale:  In this unit the students will investigate the history of the newspaper in America, 

 along with the laws that govern freedom of the press and limits imposed such as 
 libel,  Hazelwood  , et. al. They will look at how the  idea of a free press, and the 
 embracing of the people's right to know encouraged the American Revolution. This 
 unit will include an overview of journalistic terms, such as Yellow Journalism, and 
 papers that evolved from news sources to commercial enterprises. We will also look 
 at the ever-growing importance of images in our media-saturated world, create a 
 photo journal essay on a selected cultural topic, and conduct an investigation into 
 the interrelation of photography, images, and media. 

 Life Literacies and Key Skills: 
 TECH.9.4.12.IML.1 Compare search browsers and recognize features that allow for filtering of 
 information. 
 TECH.9.4.12.IML.8 Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations 
 TECH.9.4.12.IML.9 Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages 
 within information and media 

 Learning Targets 
 Standards:  NJSLS ELA 
 Content Statements:  Building on an understanding of the basis of media, looking at the history of 

 the American newspaper and media sources, this unit further develops an 
 understanding and application of particular types of writing and strategies 
 for a variety of media. 

 CPI#:  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI): 
 W.IW.9–10. 
 2. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, 
 scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey 
 complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
 selection, organization, and analysis of content 
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 W.IW.11–12 
 .2. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, 
 scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey 
 complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
 selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

 W.WP.9–10 
 .4. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
 trying a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out 
 feedback and reflecting on personal writing progress; consulting a style manual (such 
 as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
 purpose and audience. 

 W.WP.11–1 
 2.4. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
 trying a new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; tracking 
 and reflecting on personal writing progress (e.g., using portfolios, journals, 
 conferencing); or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 
 addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 W.SE.9–10. 
 6 

 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
 advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
 research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
 ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA 
 Style Manuals). 

 W.SE.11–12 
 .6. 

 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
 advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 
 terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively 
 to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source 
 and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

 RI.PP.9–10. 
 5. 

 Determine an author’s purpose in a text (including cultural experience and knowledge 
 reflected in text originating outside the United States) and analyze how an author uses 
 rhetorical devices to advance that purpose. 

 RI.PP.11–12 
 .5. 

 Analyze an author’s purpose in a text distinguishing what is directly stated in a text or 
 through rhetoric, analyzing how style and content convey information and advance a 
 point of view. 
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 W.AW.9–10 
 .1. 

 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
 valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient textual and non-textual evidence. 

 W.AW.11–1 
 2.1. 

 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
 valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 W.NW.9–1 
 0.3. 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
 technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 W.NW.11–1 
 2.3. 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
 technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 Unit Essential Questions: 

 ●  What does the history of the American newspaper have to do with understanding print media 
 today? 

 ●  How do headlines change when the writing style changes? 
 ●  How does the First Amendment impact American Journalism? 
 ●  How do the writing process and the final product for features, opinion pieces, reviews, sports 

 articles, investigative pieces, social media, and photojournalism differ? 
 ●  How has social media impacted the way news outlets operate? 

 Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 ●  This unit looks at print media and layout style and structure. 
 ●  In this unit, students will explore a variety of writing styles appropriate for journalism and 

 print media, including new writing, headlines, opinions, and writing and rhetorical strategies 
 that enhance print media. 

 ●  This unit explores the impact free speech has on American Journalism. 
 ●  This unit encourages students to apply writing styles and journalistic terms to create sample 

 types of writing appropriate for print and internet media. 

 Unit Learning Targets: 
 Students will be able to discuss the history of the American newspaper and how it encouraged free 
 press rights identify and apply various types of writing and rhetorical strategies appropriate to print 
 media, and be able to speak to the importance of images in media.        
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 Evidence of Learning 
 Summative Assessment:  20 days 
 Equipment Needed:  Newspapers, Magazines, Samples of a variety of print media 
 Teacher Resources:  laptop 
 Formative Assessments:     

 ●  Journal entries 
 ●  Notebook notes 
 ●  Assessment discussions 
 ●  Writing samples 
 ●  Definitions of terms 
 ●  Interviews 
 ●  Opinion pieces 
 ●  Headline project 
 ●  Group work 
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 Lesson Plans 
 Lesson  Time Frame 

 Lesson 1  History of the American Newspaper  10 days 

 Lesson 2  Writing for Social Media  3 days 

 Lesson 3  Opinion  5 days 

 Teacher Notes:        
 Students will investigate the history of the newspaper in America, along with the laws that govern 
 freedom of the press. 

 Curriculum Development Resources/Technology Resources: 
 Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/23/student-journalism-the-value-of-school-newspapers 

 http://journalism.indiana.edu/undergraduate/course-information-2/current-courses     

 http://www.hsj.org    

 https://sites.google.com/view/missouri-jschool-hslessonplans/missouri-high-school-journalism-proj 
 ect/journalism-ethics?authuser=0        
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 Lesson Plan 1 Template 
 Content Area:  ELA  Lesson Title:  History of the 

 American 
 Newspaper 

 Time Frame:  5 Days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 ☐  Global Awareness  ☐  Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy  ☐  Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 ☐  Creativity and Innovation  ☐  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  ☐  Information Literacy 
 ☐  Life and Career Skills  ☐  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy  ☐  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  History 

 Integration of Technology:  Use of Laptops, Internet  Research 

 Equipment Needed:  Laptops, News Magazines, Newspapers,  PressTime Text 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 

 ●  Identify trends and laws 
 governing the American 
 press 

 ●  Discern the importance 
 of concepts regarding 
 freedom of the press 

 ●  Recognize and define 
 terms associated with 
 American news 

 ●  Provide a context for 
 American newspapers 
 and explain the 
 development of freedom 
 of the press 

 Lesson Sequence:     

 1.  Research the history and 
 key elements in the 
 formation of the 
 American press, focusing 
 on issues such as libel, 
 and First Amendment 
 rights, as well as limits on 
 those rights, using text 
 and research sources on 
 laptops 

 2.  Work collaboratively to 
 collect data and select 
 one early paper or 
 pamphlet to create a 
 project 

 ●  Journal entries 

 ●  Group work 

 ●  Projects in stages of 
 development 

 ●  Projects presented--both 
 the visual and the reports 

 ●  Self-evaluations on 
 projects 
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 ●  Explain limits on 
 freedom of the 
 press          

 3.  Work on a visual and a 
 report to be shared with 
 the class on the selected 
 paper 

 4.  Trace the key elements in 
 the development of the 
 selected paper to present 
 to the class (example: 
 NYTimes began as a 
 penny press, evolved into 
 the newspaper of record, 
 "Yellow Journalism" 
 began as a result of color 
 bleed from a cartoon, et. 
 al) 

 5.  Present visuals and 
 report to the class    

 Differentiation: 

 Students may choose topics to cover and work collaboratively on projects.     

 Resources Provided: 

 ●  Texts 
 ●  Laptops 
 ●  Poster paper 
 ●  Materials for posters 
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 Lesson Plan 2 Template 
 Content Area:  ELA  Lesson Title:  Writing for Social 

 Media 
 Time Frame:  3 days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 X  Global Awareness  ☐  Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 ☐  Civic Literacy  ☐  Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 X  Creativity and Innovation  X  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 X  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  X  Media Literacy  X  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Cultural Literacy 

 Integration of Technology:  Internet, Social Media  Apps 

 Equipment Needed:  Laptops        

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  Identify an appropriate 

 tone 
 ●  Determine goals for 

 social posts 
 ●  Design an organization 

 “brand” 
 ●  Explain how social media 

 enhances and detracts 
 from the news 

 ●  Analyze the goals of 
 various social media 

 ●  Demonstrate the basics of 
 writing social media 
 posts for different 
 platforms. 

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Discuss how students use 

 social media in their 
 lives. 

 2.  Take guided notes on 
 how and why news 
 outlets use social media; 
 the anatomy of a social 
 post; and tips for specific 
 platforms. 

 3.  In groups, write social 
 posts for Twitter, 
 Instagram, and Facebook 
 with varying goals, such 
 as reactions, conversation 
 starters, shares, and 
 clicks. Students will 
 compose posts differently 
 for each platform. 

 4.  Present their posts and 
 discuss. 

 5.  Locate current news 
 stories, determine goals 
 for a social post, and 

 ●  Discussion 

 ●  Guided Notes 

 ●  Social Posts 

 ●  Presentation 
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 independently write a 
 post for the story. 

 Differentiation: 
 Student choice for projects; adaptations of requirements where needed    

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Internet 
 ●  Sample Social Media Posts 
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 Lesson Plan 3 Template 
 Content Area:  ELA  Lesson Title:  Photo Journal 

 Essay 
 Time Frame:  5 Days 

 Lesson Components 
 21  st  Century Themes 
 ☐  Global Awareness  X  Financial, Economic, Business  and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 X  Civic Literacy  ☐  Health Literacy 
 21  st  Century Skills 
 ☐  Creativity and Innovation  ☐  Critical Thinking and  Problem Solving  X  Information Literacy 
 ☐  Life and Career Skills  X  Communication and Collaboration  ☐  Media Literacy  ☐  ICT Literacy 
 Interdisciplinary Connections:  Cultural Literacy,  Practical Arts 

 Integration of Technology:  Use of laptops, Internet  Media Sources 

 Equipment Needed:  Laptops 

 Goals/Objectives  Learning Activities/ 
 Instructional Strategies 

 Formative Assessment Tasks 

 Students will: 
 ●  Discern the importance 

 of images in relation to 
 text 

 ●  View and critique 
 examples of 
 photojournalistic essays 

 ●  Identify a topic on which 
 to create a 
 photojournalistic essay 

 ●  Select images that 
 provide a balance for the 
 topic chosen, a way to tell 
 a story with images and 
 text 

 ●  Create an effective 
 headline, text, and layout 
 design for the essay 

 Lesson Sequence     
 1.  Evaluate the importance 

 of pictures and images in 
 telling a news story 

 2.  Research a topic on a 
 chosen area of interest 
 (Here is where 
 differentiation can 
 apply.) 

 3.  View and evaluate sample 
 essays 

 4.  Create a two-page 
 photojournalistic essay 
 that provides a balance 
 between text (copy) and 
 images, whether charts, 
 pictures, graphs, or other 
 forms. Select a headline 
 and decide on a layout 
 design for maximum 
 effect 

 5.  Create an assembly 
 photojournalistic essay 

 ●  Notes 

 ●  Discussion 

 ●  Group work 

 ●  Topic selection 

 ●  Collection of useful 
 images 

 ●  Assembly of project 

 ●  Presentation of the 
 project to the class 

 ●  Photojournalistic essay 
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 6.  Present journal to 
 class      

 Differentiation: 
 Choice of topic; Grouped into pairs 

 Resources Provided: 
 ●  Sample forms of print media 
 ●  Internet 
 ●  Word processing (laptops) 
 ●  Materials needed for final project    

 26 



 S  PRINGFIELD  P  UBLIC  S  CHOOLS 
 ENGAGING STUDENTS • FOSTERING ACHIEVEMENT • CULTIVATING 21  ST  CENTURY GLOBAL SKILLS 

 Lesson Reflection 
 Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson  Strongly, Moderately  or  Weakly 
 meets the criteria below. 
 Lesson Activities  Strongly  Moderately  Weakly 
 Are challenging  Strongly  and require higher order  thinking and 
 problem solving skills  x 

 Allow for student choice  x 

 Provide scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge/skills  x 

 Integrate global perspectives  x 

 Integrate 21st century skills  x 
 Provide opportunities for interdisciplinary connection and transfer of 
 knowledge and skills  x 
 Foster student use of technology as a tool to develop critical thinking, 
 creativity and innovation skills  x 
 Are varied to address different student learning styles and 
 preferences  x 

 Are differentiated based on student needs  x 
 Are student-centered with teacher acting as a facilitator and 
 co-learner during the teaching and learning process  x 
 Provide means for students to demonstrate knowledge and skills and 
 progress in meeting learning goals and objectives  x 

 Provide opportunities for student reflection and self- assessment  x 
 Provide data to inform and adjust instruction to better meet the 
 varying needs of learners  x 

 Curriculum Design Template 

 Content Area:  ELA  Grade Level:  11-12  Unit Title:  Media and 
 Journalistic 
 Terms 

 Created:  Kerry Thorburn & 
 Alexis Mojka 

 Board Approved on: 
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 What Does the Gifted and Talented Experience Look Like? 
 Springfield Public Schools 

 Mission Statement 

 The Gifted and Talented Program of the Springfield Public Schools aims to provide a 
 meaningful and rigorous education that instills the value of lifelong learning and 
 empowers all students to reach their full potential and become self-fulfilled creative 
 leaders in accordance with the comprehensive standards of our state. We accomplish 
 this by offering challenging, real-world experiences in a student-centered environment. 

 We recognize that students come from diverse socioeconomic, cultural, and ethnic 
 backgrounds, and the mission of the gifted and talented program is to provide 
 opportunities for students to explore their intellectual, creative, and artistic gifts and 
 talents within the classroom and with beyond-the-classroom experiences. It is 
 essential to provide diverse, appropriate, and ongoing learning experiences and 
 environments that incorporate students' academic, psychological, and social needs. 
 Our responsibility is to provide students with educational alternatives that teach, 
 challenge, and expand their knowledge, while simultaneously stressing the 
 development of independent and self-directed learners who continuously generate 
 questions, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information and ideas. 
 New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1 defines students who are gifted and talented 
 as those students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more 
 content areas when compared to their chronological peers in the local district and who 
 require modification of their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance 
 with their capabilities. 



 Goals: 

 To support our mission, we have established the following goals to guide our work: 

   To infuse into the general education program a broad range of activities for 
 high-level learning that will challenge all students to perform at advanced levels, 
 and provide extended opportunities, resources, and support in particular areas 
 where student interest or talent is demonstrated. 

   To provide a continuum of gifted education services that will strengthen the total 
 school program, offer enriching and challenging learning opportunities for all 
 students, and provide specialized learning experiences 

   To promote achievement of students’ best potentials and increased ability. 

 Through a productive and collaborative relationship among the building principals, 
 classroom teachers, and the Gifted and Talented teacher, our schools can create 
 programming that will enhance the learning experience for every student and serve the 
 unique and specialized needs of students currently demonstrating gifted behaviors. 

 Elements of the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, W.I.N (What I Need), differentiated 
 instruction, advanced classes, or individual programs into a student’s regular 
 instruction program are integral to this overarching framework for gifted education in 
 the Springfield School District. 

 Reference Board Policy and Regulation 2464 – Gifted and Talented Pupils (M) 

 Early Childhood Center 
 Edward V. Walton 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All first and second grade students have access to the  Gifted and Talented Virtual 
 Classroom  . This virtual classroom is a space for students  to complete various 
 challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace. Students can receive 
 feedback and additional adaptable resources to meet their individual learning needs. 
 The virtual classroom design expands accessibility to enrichment resources and allows 
 students to choose learning activities according to their unique interests and abilities. 
 The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem-solving, develop critical thinking 



 skills, and expand curiosity and imagination. Activities are aligned to the New Jersey 
 Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 The Gifted and Talented teacher serves as a resource to all teachers within Edward V. 
 Walton School. Teachers seeking resources for their high-ability learners will receive 
 additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher in various ways. This support 
 may include additional units of study, challenging resources, and student projects. 

 Elementary Schools 
 James Caldwell 

 Thelma L. Sandmeier 

 The goal is to engage small groups of students in intensive learning experiences 
 through standards-based, rigorous, and relevant units of study that supplement, not 
 supplant, the grade-level curriculum and support students’ unique learning needs. 

 Enrichment Experience Grade 3 
 Beginning in third grade, the G&T teacher will cycle through all classrooms to work on 
 problem-solving and enrichment tasks with students.  Driven by assessment data, 
 academic performance, student interest, and teacher observation, small groups of 
 students will meet with the G&T teacher during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods throughout 
 the week that the teacher is assigned to their classroom teacher.  Groupings will be 
 flexible and monitored to best meet each student’s needs throughout the school year. 
 Activities will include brain teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking, problem-solving, and 
 STEM challenges. 

 Targeted Gifted and Talented Programing Grades 4-5 
 Students may become identified as Gifted and Talented in fourth grade. Students that 
 are identified may receive support from the G&T Teacher for up to five periods (200 
 minutes) a week during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods. Identified students will meet to 
 explore grade-level content while incorporating depth and complexity in a 
 student-centered, problem-based environment. The Gifted and Talented Program aims 
 to provide students with various advanced and challenging learning experiences 
 across content areas to promote independent thinking skills, refine critical thinking and 
 communication skills, cultivate joy in learning, and expand student interests through 
 problem-solving. The instruction that students receive incorporates 21st Century Skills 
 and advanced content that is challenging, hands-on, and relevant to the real world. 



 Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted and Talented Students 
 ·         Adjusted Pace of Lessons 
 ·         Inquiry-Based Instruction 
 ·         Higher-Order Thinking Activities 
 ·         Interest-Based Content 
 ·         Real World Problem Solving/Problem Based Learning 
 ·         Independent Study/Passion Projects 
 ·         Units of Study with Like-Minded Peers 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All JCS and TLS students have access to grade level-specific  Gifted and Talented 
 Virtual Classrooms  .  These virtual classrooms are  a space for students to complete 
 various challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace.  Students are able 
 to receive feedback and additional opportunities based on their needs. The virtual 
 classrooms have expanded the accessibility of enrichment resources directly to the 
 students and allows for students to choose opportunities according to their interests 
 and abilities.  The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem solving, develop 
 critical thinking skills, and expand curiosity and imagination in conjunction with the 
 New Jersey Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 In addition to classroom support, the Gifted and Talented teacher also serves as a 
 resource to all teachers in the building. Teachers that are seeking resources for their 
 high ability learners will receive additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher 
 in various ways. This may include additional units of study, challenging resources, 
 student projects, and meeting with the G&T teacher as needed. 

 Additional Enrichment Opportunities 
 Across all grade levels 3-5, as recommended by the classroom teacher, students 
 exhibiting a need for additional enrichment may have the opportunity to meet with the 
 G&T teacher as the schedule allows. Groupings will be flexible and monitored to best 
 meet the students’ needs throughout the school year. Activities will include, brain 
 teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking activities, problem-solving challenges, and STEM 
 challenges. Students engage in an extended process of asking questions, using 
 resources, and developing answers that lead to thinking about what and how they are 
 learning. Students are held accountable for how they work and use their time by 
 demonstrating their learning through products or presentations. 

 Students self-select to participate in individual and/or group projects based on interest 
 and commitment. The classroom teacher and/or the enrichment teacher will help guide 
 and monitor student exploration of chosen topics, facilitating their learning with 
 resources and teaching of needed skills. 



 Secondary Schools 
 Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School 

 Jonathan Dayton High School 

 Grades 6-12: Access to specific content programs with higher levels of academic 
 challenges (i.e. Pre-Algebra, Accelerated Communication Arts, and Advanced 
 Placement Classes) 

 Dual Credit Courses provide students the opportunity to obtain high school credit, and 
 college credit, simultaneously through partnerships with several  institutions. 

 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) students become builders of technology by engaging in 
 real world activities. Students are empowered as design thinkers collaborating on real 
 world projects. 

 Gifted and Talented Identification Criteria 

 The Springfield Schools Gifted and Talented Program recognizes that students require 
 differentiated learning experiences beyond the core curriculum being taught because 
 of their advanced abilities in one or more content areas. These students may also have 
 other cognitive qualities such as curiosity, creativity, motivation, leadership, and 
 passion that require modifications to their academic experience. 

 Multiple Measures of Eligibility 
 Kindergarten  through  grade  twelve  identification  process  for  gifted  and  talented 
 students  includes  multiple  measures.  Multiple  measures  may  include  but  are  not 
 limited  to:  achievement  test  scores;  grades;  student  performance  or  products; 
 intelligence  testing;  parent,  student,  and/or  teacher  recommendation;  and  other 
 appropriate  measures.  The  identification  methodology  is  developmentally  appropriate, 
 non-discriminatory,  and  related  to  the  programs  and  services  offered  by  the  Springfield 
 School District. The identification procedures are reviewed annually. 

 According to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1, all public school districts must have a board-approved 
 gifted and talented identification process and provide services for identified students 
 enrolled in the grades of that school district.  The regulations require that identification 
 and services be made available to students in grades K-12. 

 When students are recommended for the Gifted and Talented Program there are 
 multiple measures that are considered to determine if services are necessary and 
 appropriate. The assessments used are as follows: 



 ●  Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
 ●  Classroom Performance/Student Portfolios 
 ●  DRA2 Level 
 ●  iReady Diagnostic Scores 
 ●  Gifted Indicators Checklist 
 ●  Start Strong/NJSLA Assessment Data 

 The N.J.A.C. requires that students be compared to their chronological peers in the 
 local school district.  The New Jersey Department of Education has not established 
 state-level criteria for identifying students who are gifted, such as mandated tests or 
 assessments, grade point averages, or IQ scores.  Local school districts must use 
 multiple measures to identify students. 

 Procedures 
 https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=2464&id= 
 b8a33a9f505e4998a6db3fb8e1de778b 

 Gifted and Talented Program Identification Matrix 
 Minimum Score Required for Consideration: 14 Points 

 1 Point  2 Points  3 Points 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 7 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of an 8 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 9 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 Just Below Current Grade 
 Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 On Grade Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 ½ Year + Above Current 
 Level 

 IReady ELA 
 On Grade Level 

 IReady ELA 
 ½ Year Above Current Level 

 IReady ELA 
 One Full Grade Level + 
 Above Current Level 

 NJSLA Math 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Exceed Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Exceed Expectations 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 11 - 29 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 30 - 49 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 50-66 



 Team meetings present the opportunity to review data and assess the educational 
 needs of all students. Teacher provides examples of student work exhibiting above and 
 beyond grade level expectations, creativity, leadership, critical and abstract thinking. 
 Programs for gifted and talented students will be periodically evaluated for their 
 continuing efficacy and adjusted accordingly. The parent of any student identified as 
 gifted or talented shall be consulted regarding any program designed to address the 
 student’s particular needs. 

 Resource Links 
 https://riversideinsights.com/cognitive_abilities_test 
 https://www.curriculumassociates.com/programs/i-ready-learning 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/ 
 https://www.routledge.com/HOPE-Teacher-Rating-Scale-Involving-Teachers-in-Equitable-Identifi 
 cation/Gentry-Pereira-Peters-McIntosh-Fugate/p/book/9781618214522#:~:text=The%20HOPE 
 %20Teacher%20Rating%20Scale,making%20it%20easy%20to%20use  . 

 Gifted and talented student: The  “  Strengthening Gifted  and Talented Education Act  ” 
 defines a gifted and talented student as a “student who possesses or demonstrates a 
 high level of ability in one or more content areas when compared to their chronological 
 peers in the school district and who require modifications of their educational program 
 if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. ” 

 Twice-exceptional (2E) students: A twice-exceptional (2E) student is defined as “a 
 student who is both gifted and a student with a disability. These students may also be 
 referred to as having dual exceptionalities or as being gifted with learning disabilities 
 (GT/LD). This also applies to students who are gifted with ADHD or gifted with autism” 
 (New Jersey Association for Gifted Children,  www.nagc.org). 

 Instructional adaptation: An adjustment or modification to instruction enabling a 
 student who is gifted and talented to participate in, benefit from, and demonstrate 
 knowledge and application of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in one or 
 more content areas at the instructional level of the student, not just the student’s grade 
 level. 

 Identifying gifted and talented students:  The focus of identification is to provide 
 programming and services in which students'  specific learning needs and potential are 
 appropriately addressed and met.  In every New Jersey school district, there are 
 students who require modifications to the general education curriculum if they are to 
 achieve in accordance with their abilities.  By identifying a student’s general intellectual 
 ability, creativity, or specific academic area aptitudes, we are acknowledging that they 
 need programming and services outside of the general education/grade level 
 curriculum to advance their learning. 



 NJDOE Fast Facts 

 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/ 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/legislation.shtml 

 Supplemental Resources/Programming for Gifted Students 

 Edward V. Walton 
 ●  PETS Program – Primary Education Thinking Skills 
 ●  Group Solutions/Group Solutions 2 – Cooperative Logic Activities 
 ●  Lollipop Logic 
 ●  Beginning Thinking Skills 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 

 James Caldwell and Thelma L. Sandmeier 
 Math/ELA 

 ●  Project M3: Mentoring Mathematical Minds 
 ●  Junior Great Books 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 
 ●  Borenson Hands on Equations 
 ●  BizWorld 
 ●  Perplexors 
 ●  Advanced Math Explorations grade 3-5 
 ●  Challenging Units for Gifted Learners (ELA and Math) 
 ●  Creative Curriculum Extenders 
 ●  Differentiated Lessons & Projects 
 ●  Challenge Math Grades 4+ 
 ●  Differentiating Instruction with Menus (All Content Areas) 
 ●  Jacob’s Ladder 
 ●  Genius Hour/Passion Project 
 ●  Spatial Reasoning 
 ●  Logic Puzzles, Brain Games, Analogies 

 STEM 
 ●  Engineering is Elementary 
 ●  Engineer Throughout the Year 
 ●  PBS Design Squad 
 ●  DefinedSTEM 
 ●  Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 



 Enrichment Events 
 Experience for all students to be enriched through events related to the curricular or 
 extracurricular activities. Examples include after school clubs, PTA-sponsored events, 
 leadership opportunities, visual and performing arts, and community service 
 opportunities. 


