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director@acafny.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome, intro



Allegany County Area 
Foundation
Scholarships

-Support-
Up to multiple years at

4-year colleges
2-year colleges

trade and tech programs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – this year’s figures           2 – not just freshman    3 – support all kinds of students



Allegany County Area Foundation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1- our money    2 - affiliations with SA and DFS, we use the DFS application  (1 app for all programs)



Applying

Create a profile with 
Scholarship America

Complete the DFS 
scholarship application

Information provided 
is protected

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 - SA Profile      2- leads into DFS application – which is for all programs   3-don’t use or sell the info   4 – app is for all programs



Timeline

Application Opens on 
November 1, 2020

Application closes on 
January 31, 2021

Notification early to 
mid-April

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notification by email



Tips for 
Applying

Plan for 90 minutes - you can complete 
over multiple visits

Transcript from Guidance Office for GPA by 
year (9-11)

Email contact for recommender and school 
counselor

Pen and paper to record log in/PW

Access to a laptop or desktop – don’t apply 
via your phone

Have an email address apart from your 
school domain (that you check)

Parents EFC/financial information*

*Go to finaid.org for EFC calculator



The Foundation utilizes a “blind” selection 
process

****
At no time do any reviewers or those on the 

selection committee see the names of applicants, 
and

they do not review applications from a school 
with which they have connections



Applicants 
are scored 
on the 
following:

Scholastic Performance

Activities, Leadership, Character

Essays – Aspirations, Key Educator

Recommendation

Work Experience

Unusual Circumstances

Point values are actually assigned to 
these parts of an application

How About Test Scores?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point values are assigned to these aspects of the application



Getting to the Application

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how do you find the application



http://www.alleganycountyareafoundation.dollarsforscholars.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before getting into application – Eligibility Questions



IMPORTANT:
Eligibility 
Questions 
for ACAF

Home State

Home County

School District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – these keep people from out of our region from getting on our app   2 – if you complete the registration and it says you can’t go further, first thing to do is to go back and check this.



Eligibility Questions General

Does ONE OR MORE of the following apply to you? If so, check the YES box.

Will or did graduate from a high school in Allegany County, NY./

Will or did complete high school as a homeschooled student while living in 
Allegany County, NY./

Completed at least 50% of my high school studies through the activities of the 
Wellsville Area Homeschoolers organization./

Reside in Allegany County, NY but attend(ed) high school outside the county.

Please DOUBLE CHECK your replies before moving on. If you have answered 
no, you may be ineligible for ACAF scholarships.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – this is another general eligibility question 2- yes or no boxes  



Eligibility 
Questions

for 
Specific 

Programs

Career Goal

Academic Program/Goal

High School Attending

College Attending

Extra Essay

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 -Program specific eligibility   yes or no  2 - Example – are you planning for a career in health care    3 - going back to the profile



Creating Your Profile

• If you’re a new 
student, create 
your account here.

• If you already have 
an account, log-in 
here. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – you’ll set up your password/log in info  2 - then move on to your basic personal info, which looks like this



Creating Your Profile

• Fill in all the fields with the 
appropriate information.

• Read/agree to the terms and 
conditions and submit.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – two starred items                  2 - sign electronically



Email and Login Info

• If you do not receive 
email like this one 
shortly after 
completing the 
electronic signature, 
please check your 
junk mail/spam filter.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – this generate email that  2 – showing you this because of Junk Mail issue



Student Dashboard

The Dashboard lets you:
• View your progress and 

follow the link to work 
on your profile when 
incomplete.

• View your chapter 
matches and links to 
their websites

• View the status of the 
information that comes 
from 3rd parties.

• Link to national news 
and resources.

• Search for scholarships

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – helpful page          2 – Oval Upper right       3 – check on other items      4 – search for scholarship function         



Application: Basic Information

• Items marked with 
a double star are 
required.

• Double check state 
and county before 
moving to next 
page.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 - Two starred items         2 – left column lists sections that you’ll complete



Application: Additional Information

• Items marked with a 
single star * are not 
required but may 
identify other 
scholarships to 
pursue.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – single starred items are optional                2 – why are they asking me thee things



Schools/Academic Program
College Choices (list in order of priority)

College Attending – do not list any colleges where you are 
taking courses while in high school

College ID # - you can ignore this question

College Start Date – List 9/1/2021; if unsure, estimate your 
graduation date at 5/2025

College Level – 2 year/4 year/trade or technical (but not 
graduate/professional student)

College Major – If not found on list, select the one that’s 
closest

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schools page – where students sometimes struggle



Application: GPA

Your Best 
Estimate

• Info will be confirmed 
by your transcript.

• To convert 
percentages to a 4.0 
scale, click the box 
“My school does not 
calculate GPA on a 4.0 
scale.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – its going to ask for this in college type grading scale   2 – you can just skip down to the GPA and scale   3 – make sure these match. Last year had cases where GPA was converted but not scale, so it looked like a 3.5 on a scale to 100; messed things up.



Application: Employment

• Enter all your 
employment 
information, including 
family farm and 
informal work.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 - Include formal and informal (like babysitting or mowing lawns).        2 - Family farm or business



Application: Parent/Guardian Information

• If you’re under 16, 
you need parental 
consent to apply for 
scholarships. Enter 
your parent 
information and 
request consent.

• If you are over 18, 
you do not need 
consent but can still 
enter your parent 
information.

• If you are legally 
emancipated, you can 
click here.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 - Its up to you    2 – possibly useful if I need to reach you



• To be considered for need 
based scholarships, you 
must provide financial info

• You will be asked to provide 
your EFC from your FAFSA –
so filing for FA early is 
important.

• SAR = Student Aid Report

• OK to use online EFC 
estimator 

Financial Information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – If EFC is zero, list zero, do not leave blank   2 – too high still list (EFC a factor, but not the factor)  3 – Estimate from online calculator OK    4 – you can also go back and add this before the deadline



Application: Essays

• Provide an essay on your 
goals and aspirations. 
Copy and paste works 
well.

• Provide an essay on any 
unusual circumstances 
you may have 
experienced in your life.

• FYI .. 300 words = 2/3 page 
single spaced, 12- point 
font.

300 words or less!

300 words or less!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – describe goals, how they came to be, steps you’ll take to reach them    2 – cut and paste from Word works best



Transcripts & Recommendation
• Click to add your 

counselor/registrar 
information to request 
a transcript

• Click to add 
recommender 
information to request 
a recommendation.

• Add college 
transcripts as 
additional documents. 
Unofficial college 
transcripts are OK

• Use yours or school 
phone number for 
recommender if 
necessary. We do not 
call recommenders.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 - we are not calling so list school number if you want to   2 - system generates an email     3 – stopping point



Student Profile: Finding Scholarships

• When you’ve 
completed all your 
info, you can begin 
scholarship search.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – 100% complete (congrats on that)      2 – Click on my scholarships  its going to take a little detour



Application: Finding Scholarships

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 - Our ACAF essay requirement     2 – click on box with questions in red



Custom Question  (essay about influential educator)

300 words or less

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – 300 words or less, like the other essay              2 – who can you write about?



Student Profile: Scholarships

• Additional essay or 
reference information may 
be required for certain 
scholarships. The Submit 
App button will activate 
once these are complete.

• If no further info is required, 
the Submit App button will 
already be active and 
available to click.

• To submit for a scholarship, 
you MUST click the “Submit  
App” button.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 – scholarships listed            2 – if none listed, contact me            3 – verify (obscured), leads to last set of eligibility questions   4 – red items



Tracking Applications

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you get to this point and don’t match up with any scholarship opps, please let me know.



Need 
Help? 

YOU CAN CALL 
ACAF AT 585-

296-5616.  

OR E-MAIL ME AT 
DIRECTOR@ACAFNY.ORG

YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR ALSO 
HAS MY CONTACT INFORMATION

mailto:director@acafny.org


Application 
Dates

Application opens on
November 1, 2020

Applications are due 
by January 31, 2021

Review takes place in 
February and March
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