Destrehan High School
Home of the
Fighting Wildcats

GRADE-LEVEL !
PARENT NIGHTS |
11/12th: September 17 |
9th/10th September 24 |

Early Dismissal
September 23

Senior Saturday
September 26

Mission
Statement:

Our mission at
Destrehan High
School is to
provide a
community of teach-
ing and learning in
which all students
will continuously
improve to
become
responsible,
contributing
members of
society.

Friends of DHS

VOLUME 20, NUMBER 1

Greetings from Mr. Madere:

The tradition of Destrehan
High School has been one of
academic excellence. To main-
tain this tradition our staff at
Destrehan High strives to educate
the ‘whole child’ - providing
opportunities for participation in
challenging academic clubs and
extracurricular programs stress-
ing teamwork, discipline, class,
and character.

As a graduate of Destrehan
High School, I feel honored to
lead this school as principal. 1
believe DHS has always been the
‘flagship’ institution of St.
Charles Parish, and I will strive
to make DHS the best high
school in the state. Our faculty
and staff are committed to
providing an environment where
all students feel comfortable and
safe; where teaching and learning
is our core business, and academ-
ic excellence is the standard.

We’re proud of what we are
accomplishing at DHS, but we
will always strive to become
better. Our theme for the year is
“Resilience + Perseverance =
Unlimited Possibilities,” and our
DHS faculty will strive to model
this motto as we encourage our
students to make a difference,
and prepare for a successful fu-
ture. However, this can only be
accomplished with all stakehold-
ers taking responsibility for the
task. Our Destrehan community
will only operate at optimum
levels with the support of parents
and the surrounding communi-
ty. With this in mind, please
make it a habit to communicate
with or visit our school. In addi-
tion, we are asking for your in-
volvement in the process of
meeting our goals for academic
excellence this year. Here are
some suggestions as we all work
towards this goal:

Be sure to encourage your
child to take some time to study
at home.

\ Be sure that your child is

familiar with our TLC (The Learn-
ing Center) after school program —
a program designed to offer addi-
tional help by our teachers in after
school hours. Don’t wait until it’s
too late. Have your child utilize
this program immediately if they
begin to struggle in a class. This
year, TLC is offered in-person and
virtually, but appointments must
be made. Visit the Academics
sections of our website for more
information on TLCl

Support your child by encour-
aging him/her to be at school and,
in turn, attend and participate in
school events and activities that
involve your child.

Check our Parent Portal daily
for real-time access to your stu-
dent’s grades.

Visit our website frequently
and review the important infor-
mation that can be found on this
site, including our Wildcat
“ROARS” COMMUNITY EX-
PECTATIONS, our online
‘Bullying Form’ and other im-
portant information found under
the ‘Quick Links’ section of our
school’s website. Check the
“Full” calendar on the website
for upcoming events, and visit
your child’s Teacher Webpag-
es. Be sure to consistently discuss
the information found on these
sites with your child.
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Finally, ask your child about
school every day, and communicate
any concerns you may have with us.

Let me conclude by thanking you
for your continued support. It’s im-
portant that you, a Wildcat par-
ent, know you are a crucial part of the
DHS school community; and it’s
imperative that we (administration,
teachers, students, and parents) all
communicate frequently and be on the
‘same page’ as we strive to make the
2020-2021 school year one where
‘Teaching and Learning’ is the con-
centration, and excellence in educa-
tion is the norm.

“Resilience + Perseverance = Unlim-
ited Possibilities.”

Senior Saturday

Senior Saturday will held on campus on September
26. Members of the Class of 2021 will have the op-
portunity to make preparations for their senior year.
Students should check the Senior Class Google
Classroom for their designated visiting time, and
should bring several checks since there will be differ-
ent stations for them to visit.

J
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Counselor News:

‘y The DHS Counselors
': welcome parents to a new
~ year! We look forward to
you viewing our parent
night presentation on Sep-
tember 17th. You are encouraged to
meet with your child’s counselor during
this year to review and sign his/her five
year plan. You may make appointments
by calling the counselor secretary, Mrs.
Gigi at 985-764-9872. You may also
email counselors at the following ad-
dresses.

A - D : Mrs. Amanda Bourgeois —
abourgeois1@stcharles.k12.1a.us

E — K :Mrs. Bonny Maise —

bmaise@stcharles.k12.1a.us

L — Robertson: Ms. Latricia Blain—
Iblain@stcharles.k12.1a.us

Robi — Z-:Ms. Robin Valerius-
rvalerius@stcharles.k12.1a.us

Speical Assignment: Mrs. Carla Shelton
csheltonl @stcharles.k12.1a.us

We are very happy to be working
with the senior class again this year.
Our job as senior counselors is to help
guide students in making academic and
behavioral choices in high school that
will assist them in their post second-
ary endeavors and future career
plans. College and career information
will be available to students throughout
the year.

There is a tremendous amount of
information that will be shared with
seniors and parents. Therefore, every
other Wednesday morning, a bulletin
will be shared for seniors in google
classroom with important information.
Seniors should read it and share it with
their parents. The bulletin has general
information, college/career information,
scholarship information, and important
upcoming dates. It is your child’s re-
sponsibility to read the bulletin and keep
up-to-date with senior information. The
senior bulletin is also posted on the
school’s website.

We hope all seniors have a great
senior year. We are here to assist them
in any way we can and we encourage
each of them to make an appointment to
see us to discuss their future plans. To
make an appointment, see Mrs. Gigi, the
counseling secretary, before or after
school or at lunch. We look forward to
meeting all seniors and helping them to
make this a special year.

Senior Parent Night presentation was
placed on the schools website for view-
ing. Information concerning post-

secondary opportunities, TOPS, ACT,
graduation requirements and other im-
portant topics was discussed. We will also
conduct “Planning My Future” classroom
presentations for seniors in September. We
will be discussing how to choose a career,
how to choose a post-secondary school (2
or4

year college, technical college, trade
school, etc), how to apply to school, schol-
arships (including TOPS) and many other
important topics.

Since we are not hosting an in person
College Fair this school year as recom-
mended by LACRAO, we are directing
students to register for the NACAC college
fair using the link below. In addition, we
are asking students to sign up for virtual
fairs at colleges they are interested in be-
cause most colleges are hosting their own
virtual fair. https://www.nacacfairs.org/
virtual
Fair dates are: Oct. 12: 1-9 p.m. ET, Oct.
18: 12-8 p.m. ET, and Nov. 8: 2-10 p.m.
ET
year.

Attention Parents:

The DHS newsletter is available on the DHS website. If you would still
like to receive a newsletter at your residence, please fill out the infor-
mation below, cut it out, and mail to:

William Plasse

#1 Wildcat Lane
Destrehan, LA 70047

Yes! I want to continue receiving the DHS newsletter in my home.

(Please print):

Parent Name:

FRIENDS OF DHS

Visit our teacher web pages!!
www.stcharles.k12.la.us/destrehan
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Homework Assistance Offered
Through State Library of Louisiana

The State Library of Louisiana offers
homework assistance services to parents
and students at www.homeworkla.org.
Homework Louisiana offers free online
tutoring and academic resources from
Tutor.com for Louisiana residents from
kindergarten students through adult
learners. Get help in math, science, so-
cial studies or English from a live tutor.
The services can be accessed from a
Louisiana public library, your home
computer or your mobile device.

1
1
Don’t miss out on preserving your child’s high i
school memories! Order the yearbook NOW! !
1

Mailing Address:



http://www.homeworkla.org
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l Stop the Spread of Germs

Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.

-
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Stay at least 6 feet Cover your cough or sneeze with a
(about 2 arms’ length) tissue, then throw the tissue in the
from other peaple. trash and wash your hands.

Clean and disinfect
frequently touched
objects and surfaces.

When in public, wear a
cloth face covering over
yaur nose and mouth.

Do not touch your
eyes, nose, and mouth.

Stay home when you are sick, Wash your hands often with seap
except to get medical care. and water for at |east 20 seconds,



PAGE 4

If Your Child Is Sick

What can | do if my child gets sick?

Talk to your doctor early if you are worried about
your child's illness,

Miake sure your child gets plenty of rest and drinks
encugh fluids.

If your chilld is 5 years or older and does not have
lonz-term hiealth problems and pets flu symiptonms,
induding a fever and/or cough, consult your doctor
as needed.

Children younger than 5 years — especially those
younger than 2 years —and children with certain
long-term health problems (incuding asthma,
diabetes and disorders of the brain or nervous
systermn), are at high risk of serious flu complications.
Call your doctor ar take your child to the doctor
rightt away if they develop flu symptoms.

What if my child seems very sick?

Even healthy children can get very sick fromn flu. If
wour child is experiencing the following emergency
WEITHNE signs, you shiould go to the emergency room:
® Fast breathing or trouble breathing

® Bluish lips or face

® Riks pulling in with each breath

B Chest pain

" Severe muscle pain (child refusss to walk)

" Dehydration (no wrine for 8 hours, dry mouth, no
tears when crying)

" Niot alert or interacting when awake

B Seipures

® Fever above 104°F

" Im children less than 12 weeks, any fever

® Fever or cough that Emprove but then returm
Or WOrsen

FRIENDS OF DHS

¥ \Worsening of cheonic medical conditions
This list is niot all iInclusive. Please conswlt your
medical provider for any other symptom that is
SEVETE OF COTICENNIME.

How long can a sick person spread flu to
others?

People with flu may b= able to infect others from
1 day before getting sick to up to 5 to 7 days after.
Severely ill people or young children may be able
1o spread the flu longer, especially if they still
have symiptoms.

Can my child go to school, day care, or
camp if he or she is sick?

Mo Youwr child showld stay home to rest and to
avoid spreading flu to other children or @regivers.

When can my child go back to school
after having flu?

Ke=p your child home from schiool, day care, or
camgp for at least 24 howrs after their fever is gone.
(The fever should be gone without the use of a
fever-reducing medicine.} A fever is defined as
100°F (37.2°C)* or higher

"BAsry mubhonities use either 100 |37.8 degress Celsivs| or $00.4 F

[38.0 degreas Crlsius) o e cut-off for fiewer, but this number can vary
depending on factors such as the method of measunement and the

b of the parson.

For more information, visit
www.cdc.gov/flu/protect fchildren.htm
or call 800-CDC-INFO
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Flu Information

The Flu:

A Guide for Parents

Influenza (also known as flu) is a contagious
respiratory illness caused by influsnza viruses that
infect the nose, throat and lungs. Flu is different
fromn a codd, and wsually comes on suddenly. Each
wear flu viruses cause milkons of illnesses, hundrads
of thouwsands of hospital stays and thousands or
tens of thousands of deaths in the United States.

Flu can be wvery dangerouws for children. COC
estimates that between 6,000 and 26,000 children

younger than 5 years have been hospitalized each
year in the United States because of influenza. The

flu vacdne is safe and helps protect children from flu.
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ROARS Expectations

At DHS, we are proud to say that although our stu-
dents come and go, tradition never graduates. One of
our enduring traditions is our ROARS Expectations.
These are the values we want all members of the
Destrehan High School family to emulate.

Respect Everyone. Everyone at DHS is committed to
our students’ success. We ask students to respect fac-
ulty, administration, and staff for the work they do to
create a successful learning environment, to respect
each other as they share this time together at school,
and to respect themselves - trust themselves to be able
to succeed, and to reach out for help if it is needed.

Optimize Learning - Actively Participate in Classes.
Athletes want to compete, not watch from the side-
lines. Performers want to be onstage, not waiting in
the wings. Students should take part in their classes
and take control of their learning.

Attendance and Timeliness are Essential. We cannot
learn if we are not in class. Whether on campus or at
home, we need to be present and on time to maximize
our education.

Responsibility - Be Prepared Every Day. We wouldn’t
expect a surgeon to show up for an operation without
scrubs, or a carpenter to arrive at a worksite without
tools. We need to make sure we have what we need to
succeed.

Success - Dress for it. Being properly dressed for
school eliminates distractions and gets you ready to
learn.

Meet these expectations, and soon you will be a proud
graduate of Destrehan High.
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TLC LOCATIONS AND TIMES
TLC opened for Fall 2020 on Monday, September 14, with live and virtual sessions.

All LIVE sessions will take place in the upstairs B-Building. LIVE sessions start precisely
at 2:30 in the upstairs B-Building. Please Be On Time!

Mondays & Tuesdays 2:30 — 4:30 LIVE and VIRTUAL sessions Sign up by noon to re-
serve your spot and activate a session. If no one signs up, there will be no session, virtual-
ly or LIVE.

LIVE Sessions - Testing / WiFi

LIVE Sessions — Math (all subjects)

LIVE ACT English & Reading (Tuesdays only 2:30-4:30 — Ms. Ulrich’s room)
VIRTUAL Math, including ACT Math upon request (Time TBA)

VIRTUAL Spanish (Time TBA)

VIRTUAL English (Time TBA)

VIRTUAL Science, including Science ACT upon request (Time TBA)
VIRTUAL Social Studies (Time TBA)

Wednesdays & Thursdays: VIRTUAL sessions only (approx. 3:00-5:00) Sign up by noon
to reserve your spot and activate a session. If no one signs up, there will be no session, vir-
tually or LIVE.

VIRTUAL Math (may be separate sessions, if scheduled)
Algl, Geom, Alg2

Adv Math, DE, e-Learners in Adv Math, and Calculus
Financial or Business Math

VIRTUAL Science, including Science ACT upon request (Time TBA)
VIRTUAL English (Time TBA)
VIRTUAL Social Studies (Time TBA)




Need to contact us?

By Phone: 985-764-9946
Website: www.stcharles.k12.la.us/destrehan

Destrehan High School

Newsletter Editor—Bill Plasse
wplasse@stcharles.k12.la.us

Jason Madere, Principal
Laura Abbey, Asst. Principal I
Elaine Fitzgerald, Asst. Principal
Frank Harding, Asst. Principal
Tracy Logan, Asst. Principal I
Kurt Menyweather, Admin. Monitor I

'

Important Dates - September 2020

Early Dismissal: September 23

Sept. 7 - Labor Day Holiday-No School

Sept. 17 - 11th and 12th Grades Parent Night

Sept. 24- 11th and 12th Grades Parent Night

Sept. 26 - Senior Saturday/Senior Pictures & Supplies
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Equal Opportunity Statement

In compliance with Title VI, Title IX and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, this Educational Agency holds the following poli-
cy:

This is an equal opportunity school and is dedicated to a policy of non-discrimination in employment or training. Qualified students, appli-
cants or employees will not be excluded from any course or activity because of age, race, creed, color, sex, religion, national origin or quali-
fied handicap. All students have equal rights to counseling and training.

ASBESTOS NOTICE

Notice: In 1986 all asbestos materials were identified
in all school buildings. A management plan was devel-
oped for each school as per the Asbestos Hazard Emer-
gency Response Act (AHERA). The management plan is
located in a binder in the main office of each school.
The binders are available for review upon request.

Since the plan was developed, most of the asbestos has
been removed. In a few buildings, some floor tile still remains that contains asbestos. All of
the schools meet the health requirements that pertain to the regulation. If you have any ques-
tions concerning this topic, please contact Kevin Barney, Director of Physical Plant Mainte-
nance at 985-331-3600 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.




