
Isbell Middle School
Family Engagement Policy

Isbell Middle School has developed a written Title I Parent and Family Engagement Policy with
input from Title I parents, family members and guardians. Isbell Middle School invites parents to
provide input during parent committees such as SSC and ELAC, during parent conferences or
SCIP meetings, and school parent surveys distributed at least annually. It has distributed the
policy to parents and family members of Title I students. The policy is distributed at the
beginning of each school year through registration packets and to any students who enroll after
that date during the school year. It is reviewed at the Annual Title I Parent Meeting. The policy
describes the means for carrying out the following Title I parent and family engagement
requirements [20 USC 6318 Section 1118(c),-(g) inclusive].

I. Engagement of Parents in the Title I Program
To involve parents and family members in the Title I program at Isbell Middle School, the
following practices have been established:

a. The school convenes an annual meeting to inform parents and family members of their
school’s participation in the Title I program and to explain the requirements and the right
of the parents and family members to be involved. (20 USC 6318(c)(1))

• Communicate with parents our classroom policies and procedures and invite parent classroom
helpers at Back-to-School Night at the beginning of the school year.
• Invite parents to discuss school concerns when on campus for SSC, ELAC, Coffees with the
Principal, Parent Trainings, and when concerns arise.
• All parent meetings will have Spanish translations of materials and available and will be
conducted in both English and Spanish.

b. The school offers a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or
evening, and may provide, with Title I funds, transportation, child care, or home visits, as
such services relate to parent involvement. (20 USC 6318 (c)(2))

• We will hold a Back-to-School Night at the beginning of the school year. Each class will present
information in English and Spanish.
• Convene with English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC) at least three times a year to
establish communication and English Language Learner Plan. Childcare and interpreting are
available at each meeting.
• Invite parents to Parents for Isbell meetings at least three times a year for the purpose of
parental involvement and input.

c. The school involves parents and family members in an organized, ongoing, and timely
way, in the planning, review, and improvement of the school’s Title I program, including
the planning, review, and improvement of the school parent and family engagement
policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan. (20 USC 6318(c)(3))
● We will revise our School Parental Involvement Policy annually with input from SSC, ELAC

and parents who attend Coffees with the Principal.
• A survey will be sent home to every family in English and Spanish soliciting their input and

suggestions for school improvement.

d. The school provides parents of participating students with the following:

1. Timely information about the Title I program. (20 USC 6318(c)(4)(A))
● Annual Title 1 meeting.
● Parent Committee meetings such as ELAC and SSC.



● School Accountability Report Card
● Coffee with the Principal meetings quarterly.

2. An explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the assessments used to
measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the challenging State
academic standards. (20 USC 6318(c)(4)(B))

● Coffee with the Principal meetings
● Parent Teacher Conferences/Meetings
● ELAC, SSC meetings
● School Accountability Report Card

3. If requested by parents, the school provides opportunities for regular meetings
that allow parents and family members to formulate suggestions and to
participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their
children. (20 USC 6318(c)(4)(C))

• ELAC Meetings
• School Site Council Meetings
• Parent trainings
• Coffee with the Principal Meetings

II. School-Parent Compact
Isbell Middle School distributes to parents and family members of Title 1 students a
school-parent compact. The compact, which has been jointly developed with parents and
family members, outlines how parents and family members, the entire school staff, and
students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement. It
describes a specific ways the school and families will partner to help children achieve the
challenging State academic standards. [20 USC 6316(d)] The separate school-parent
compact addresses the following legally required items, and may include other items
suggested by parents and family members of Title 1 students.

● The school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a
supportive and effective learning environment. [20 USC 6316(d)(1)]

● The ways parents will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning.
[20USC 6316(d)(1)]

● The importance of ongoing communication between parents and teachers through,
at a minimum, annual parent-teacher conferences, frequent reports on student
progress; access to staff; opportunities for parents and family members to
volunteer and participate in their child’s class; opportunities to observe classroom
activities; and regular two-way meaningful communication between family
members and school staff in a language that family members can understand.
(20 USC 6316(d)(2)(A)-(D) inclusive]
● Compacts are reviewed/updated annually by staff and School Site Council
● Compacts are distributed in Registration Packets and at the time of

registration for new students

III. Building Capacity for Involvement

Isbell Middle School engages Title 1 parents and family members in meaningful
interactions with the school. It supports a partnership among the school, parents, and the



community to improve student academic achievement. To help reach these goals, the
school has established the following practices:

a) The school provides Title 1 parents and family with assistance in understanding such
topics as the challenging State academic standards, State and local assessments,
Reclassification, the requirements of Title I, Part A, and how to monitor and improve the
achievement of their children. (20 USC 6318(e)(1))

● Presentations at parent meetings- ELAC, SSC and Coffee with the Principal meetings
● Family Nights focused on Literacy, Math, STEM

b) The school provides parents with materials and training to help them work with their
children to improve their children's achievement. (20 USC 6318(e)(2))

● Family Nights
● ELAC meetings
● Parent Teacher Conferences

c) With the assistance of Title 1 parents and families, the school educates staff members
about the value of parent contributions, and in how to reach out to, communicate
with, and work with parents and family members as equal partners, implement and
coordinate parent programs, and build ties between the parents and families and the
school. (20 USC 6318(e)(3))

● Staff Meetings
● Professional Collaboration Time
● ELAC, PTO and SSC meetings
● Information for staff about working with parents

d) The school, to the extent feasible and appropriate, will coordinate and integrate the
parent involvement programs and activities with other Federal, State, and local
programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent access to the school library and
and parent education classes to encourage and support parents in more fully
participating in the education of their children. (20 USC 6318(e)(4))

● School library available to parents for book check out and access to computers
● Parent Education classes

e) The school ensures that information related to school and parent programs, meetings,
and other activities to parents and family members is sent in a format and, to the
extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand. (20 USC 6318(e)(5))

Parent Meetings are presented in both English and Spanish. Interpreters are provided for
IEPs, meetings, trainings, Back-to-School Night and parent-teacher conferences.

f) The school provides such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities
as parents may request. (20 USC 6318(e)(14))

● Flexible Meeting Times
● Suggestions from SSC and ELAC



IV. Accessibility

Isbell Middle School, to the extent practicable, provides opportunities for the informed
participation of all parents and family members, including parents and family members with
limited English proficiency, parents and family members with disabilities, and parents and family
members of migratory students. Information and school reports, to the extent practicable, are
provided in a format and language that parents and family members can understand. (20 USC
6318(f))

● Spanish translators
● All school office communications are provided in English and Spanish
● Student Report Cards are provided in English and Spanish
● Bilingual assistance for parents for registration, health or other situations
● Bilingual office staff and health assistant
● Flexible meeting times with school staff-before, during or after school
● ADA accessible campus

**The policy must be updated periodically to meet changing needs of parents and family
members and the school. If the school has a process in place for involving parents and family
members in planning and designing the school’s programs, the school may use that process if it
includes adequate representation of parents and family members of Title I children.


