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Celebrating SBCSS 2023-24 Champions
San Bernardino County Superintendent of 
Schools (SBCSS) supports nearly 400,000 
students that display exceptional dedication 
to academic and extracurricular excellence, 
making us incredibly proud. The Leadership 
& Outreach department recognizes amazing 
students through impactful programs that 
encourage educational exploration beyond 
the traditional classroom, to celebrating 
once-in-a-lifetime student events - it is an 
incredible honor to be a part of our education 
community’s journey. There are several 
opportunities to sponsor an event that 
transforms lives through education. Contact Dr. 
Fermín Jaramillo at studentevents@sbcss.net or 
909.386.2630 for more information.  

California Academic Decathlon  
State Competition 
March 22 – 24, 2024 

The regional champion team advanced to 
the state competition in Santa Clara, CA, 
competing against 52 teams over three 
days of academic subject testing, essay 
compositions, and speeches and interviews. 
Teams also participated in a Super Quiz. 

SBCSS Academic Decathlon 2024 champion 
team, Chaffey High School, took Division I 
– 6th place at the 2024 California Academic 
Decathlon State Competition. 

California Science and Engineering Fair 
April 19, 2024 

Twenty-nine San Bernardino, Inyo, and 
Mono Science and Engineering Fair 
(SIMSEF) champions advanced to the 
California Science and Engineering Fair 
(CSEF) competition. Participating virtually 
among 900 participants with 800 projects 
in 17 categories, this competition event has 
awards totaling over $60,000. 

SIMSEF champions who placed  
at the 2024 CSEF: 

Ruiee Shih - Junior Division
1st place - $125

Aarav Desai - Junior Division
2nd place - $100

Shreyas Garg - Junior Division
Honorable Mention	

Snow Cameron - Senior Division
BioChem/Molecular Bio Award - $200

Leonardo Lam - Senior Division
Honorable Mention 

Amy Natividad - Senior Division
Honorable Mention
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Celebrating SBCSS 2023-24 Champions
International Science  
and Engineering Fair 
May 12 – 17, 2024 

The Regeneron International Science and 
Engineering Fair (ISEF) is the world’s largest 
international pre-college science competition. 
Approximately 1,800 high school students from 
more than 75 countries, regions, and territories 
showcase their independent research, competing 
for nearly $5 million in prizes. 

SIMSEF promoted two individual and two group 
projects (six students) to the 2024 ISEF in Los 
Angeles, CA. Regional SIMSEF winners, Priscilla 
Munoz and Danaya Figueroa each won a $58,000 
tuition scholarship to Arizona State University for 
their group project, Smart Glove for the Visually 
Impaired at the 2024 ISEF competition.

Scripps National Spelling Bee 
May 26 – June 1, 2024 

Two SBCSS Spelling Bee champions advanced to 
the national spelling bee competition in National 
Harbor, Maryland, competing with 245 school 
bee champions from across the United States, 
U.S. territories (such as Guam, American Samoa, 
Puerto Rico, the Navajo Nation, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands), and overseas military bases in 
Germany and South Korea for a chance to win 
the $50,000 championship. 

In his second attempt at the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee, one of the 2024 SBCSS Spelling 
Bee champions, 6th grader Shrey Parikh, tied for 
3rd place at the 2024 Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, winning $12,500 and securing the highest 
win for SBCSS thus far!
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2023-24 SBCSS Demographics and Data

Student Demographics* Student Participation* Volunteer Data*

Grade Level
Elementary (grades TK–6)
1,783 student participants

Junior (grades 7–8)
110 student participants

Senior (grades 9–12)
530 student participants

Academic Decathlon
9th-12th grade
379 students

History Day
4th-12th grade
221 students

Ready Rally
TK-2nd grade
1,627 students

Science and Engineering Fair
4th-12th grade
124 students

Spelling Bee
Up to 8th grade
121 students

Total Volunteers  
Who Provided Services
374 volunteers

Volunteers are needed at 
Academic Decathlon, History 
Day, Reading Rally, SIM 
Science and Engineering Fair, 
and Spelling Bee. Thank you!

Without the dedication of 
volunteers, we would not be 
successful in operating these 
student events and academic 
competitions.

*Demographics and data are based on the total number of students and volunteers who participated 
in countywide student events during the 2023/24 school year.
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Dates, times and locations are subject to change. Information for 
competition orientations, registrations and fee deadlines are listed on each 
events’ Key Dates, which are located on our website at:

https://bit.ly/LOCanvas

Dates at a Glance (All dates are tentative and subject to change)

Academic Decathlon
November 1-6, 2024
Online Scrimmage

Thursday
December 5, 2024
Competition Day I: Essays

Saturday
January 25, 2025
Competition Day II: Online Testing

Saturday
February 1, 2025
Competition Day III: Speeches and 
Interviews/Super Quiz

Thursday
February 6, 2025
Awards Ceremony

History Day
Saturday
March 1, 2025
Competition and Awards Ceremony

School Recognitions
Wednesday
May 14, 2025

Science and Engineering Fair
The San Bernardino, Inyo, and Mono Science 
and Engineering Fair
March 1-6, 2025
Pre-Judging

Thursday
March 6, 2025
Competition

Friday
March 14, 2025
Awards Ceremony

Spelling Bee
Wednesday
February 26, 2025
Online Preliminary Round

Wednesday
March 12, 2025
Competition and Awards Ceremony

5
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Recognition Events
School Recognitions
May 2025

The annual school recognitions virtual 
ceremony brings together the awardees of 
the year’s California Distinguished Schools, 
National Blue Ribbon Schools and Schools to 
Watch. The California Distinguished Schools 
are honored by the State for their outstanding 
performance and progress on state indicators 
as described on the California School 
Dashboard. National Blue Ribbon Schools 
are recognized for their outstanding learning 
environment and achievements. Schools 
to Watch honors high-performing model 
middle schools that demonstrate academic 
excellence, responsiveness to the needs of 
their students and social equity.

Volunteer 
Opportunities
Academic Decathlon Day III
Saturday
February 1, 2025
Judge speeches and interviews and proctor 
high school decathletes in the Super Quiz 
portion of this competition. Training on 
judging procedures will be provided.

History Day
Saturday
March 1, 2025
Judge elementary, junior high, middle school, 
and high school historical projects. Training on 
judging procedures will be provided.

San Bernardino, Inyo and Mono 
Science and Engineering Fair
Thursday
March 6, 2025
Judge elementary, junior (junior high/middle 
school), and senior (high school) science and 
engineering projects. Training on judging 
procedures will be provided.

If you are interested in volunteering for any 
of these student events, please scan the QR 
code or visit http://bit.ly/Student_Events.

For more information contact us at 
studentevents@sbcss.net

https://bit.ly/Student_Events
mailto:studentevents%40sbcss.net?subject=
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Student Opportunities
Academic Decathlon
Theme: Our Changing Climate 
Scrimmage, Competition and Awards
November 2024 - February 2025

The Academic Decathlon is a countywide team 
competition that promotes an educational 
experience providing a format in which teams 
of high school students compete in ten 
academic events and a super quiz all centered 
around a competition theme.

Participating schools send a team of 
decathletes to the County regional competition. 
A team consists of a combination of high school 
students from ninth through twelfth grade. Each 
full team includes at least three Varsity (0.00 – 
3.199 GPA), three Scholastic (3.20 – 3.799 GPA), 
and three Honor students (3.80 – 4.00 GPA). 
The winning team will advance to the California 
State Academic Decathlon competition.

Who might participate? Students in 9th - 12th 
grades

SBCSS Website: https://bit.ly/SBCSSAcaDec
State Website: http://academicdecathlon.org
National Website: https://usad.org

History Day
Theme: Rights and Responsibilities
Competition and Awards
March 2025

History Day is an interdisciplinary program 
that encourages students to research and 
prepare exhibits, performances, documentary 
presentations, websites, poster displays 
and podcasts on an annual historical theme. 
Projects will be judged by historians, 
educators and other professionals. Students 
increase their knowledge of history through 
classroom activities within the content and 
process of social studies, language arts, 
literature and the arts.

Who might participate? Students in 
4th - 12th grades

SBCSS Website: https://bit.ly/SBCSSHistoryDay
State Website: https://www.nhdca.org/
National Website: https://www.nhd.org/

San Bernardino, Inyo and Mono 
Science and Engineering Fair (SIMSEF)
Fair, Competition and Awards
March 2025

SIMSEF brings students, teachers and science 
experts together in a competition that helps 
develop an awareness of the importance 
of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM).

Who might participate? Students in 4th - 12th 
grades

SBCSS Website: https://bit.ly/SBCSSSIMSEF
State Website: https://csef.usc.edu/
International Website:  
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/

Spelling Bee
Competition and Awards
February - March 2025

The Spelling Bee is an annual contest in 
which students are challenged to spell words 
from a given list, as well as more challenging 
words requiring students to have an in-depth 
knowledge of word morphology. Winners 
will move on to represent San Bernardino 
County in the Scripps National Spelling Bee 
competition.

Who might participate? Elementary and junior 
high/middle school champions

SBCSS Website: https://bit.ly/SBCSSSpellBee
National Website: https://spellingbee.com

https://bit.ly/SBCSSAcaDec
http://academicdecathlon.org
https://usad.org
https://bit.ly/SBCSSHistoryDay
https://www.nhdca.org/
https://www.nhd.org/
https://bit.ly/SBCSSSIMSEF
https://csef.usc.edu/
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/
https://bit.ly/SBCSSSpellBee
https://spellingbee.com
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School Recognitions

Academic Decathlon

SIM Science and 
Engineering Fair

Spelling Bee

History Day
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Student Events Team
Our team strives to provide the standards aligned 
with academic competitive events that enable 
students to rise to a higher level of excellence. 
We collaborate with districts, school staff, families, 
students and community members. The Leadership 
and Outreach Department and our team looks 
forward to supporting student events at the local and 
county levels.

Dr. Robin McIver-Brown
Director
Leadership and Outreach
alma.hernandez@sbcss.net | 909.386.2956

Dr. Fermín Jaramillo
Coordinator, Diverse Student Learners
Leadership and Outreach
fermin.jaramillo@sbcss.net | 909.386.2630

Mariano Aranda
Science Coordinator
Curriculum/Instruction and Academic Enrichment
mariano.aranda@sbcss.net | 909.386.2740

Sarah Lawhorn
Project and Activities Technician
Leadership and Outreach
sarah.lawhorn@sbcss.net | 909.386.2640

Nour Batarseh
Project and Activities Technician
Leadership and Outreach
nour.batarseh@sbcss.net | 909.386.2910

Nancy Ibrahimi
Project and Activities Technician
Leadership and Outreach
nancy.ibrahimi@sbcss.net | 909.386.2740

601 North E Street, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0020
P. 909.386.2956 | F. 909.757.6200 | studentevents@sbcss.net

mailto:alma.hernandez%40sbcss.net?subject=
mailto:fermin.jaramillo%40sbcss.net?subject=
mailto:mariano.aranda%40sbcss.net?subject=
mailto:sarah.lawhorn%40sbcss.net?subject=
mailto:nour.batarseh%40sbcss.net?subject=
mailto:nancy.ibrahimi%40sbcss.net?subject=
mailto:studentevents%40sbcss.net?subject=




601 North E Street, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0020
P. 909.386.2956 | F. 909.757.6200 | studentevents@sbcss.net | www.sbcss.net

The mission of the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools 
is to transform lives through education. Working in collaboration with 
school districts, families, our community partners, and other agencies, 

we provide leadership, advocacy and services to ensure equitable, 
innovative, inspiring educational practices. This endeavor is essential 

to the quality of life and economic vitality of our communities.

July 2024

mailto:studentevents%40sbcss.net?subject=
www.sbcss.net

