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● Click on cover images for additional information. 
● Students 4th - 6th grade are encouraged to participate. 
● LRL selection criteria - quality literature, high boy/girl appeal, 

various reading levels, published in last three years. 
● Students must read eight titles to be a Wall of Famer and vote 

for Harman’s favorite book of the year in May. 
● Six of the eight books are the same for Smith & Harman. 

There are two Harman Wildcard selections that may be 
swapped out for two on the original list.  Students may also 
choose a Smith wildcard selection. 



A free-verse, first-person fictional account told from
 

the point of view of Rachel Carson that relates her
 

remarkable life. 

From childhood, Carson was encouraged by her
 

mother to appreciate but not meddle with the
 

natural world. Life was never easy in the Carson
 

household, but the future biologist found a way to
 

combine science with her love of writing. Over
 

time, she would encourage millions of readers to
 

admire and protect our world through several
 

influential and acclaimed books, including her
 

best-known work, Silent Spring (1962), published 
two years before her death. Burg’s narrativefollows the events of Carson’s life closely, but herrelationships with her family members receive themost attention. They, as well as Dorothy, theintimate friend and kindred spirit she finally found,

 

share her love for the natural world. 

https://www.publishersweekly.com/9781338883381


It's August 1999. For twelve-year-old Michael Rosario, 
life at Fox Run Apartments in Red Knot, Delaware, is 

as ordinary as ever—except for the looming Y2K crisis 
and his overwhelming crush on his fifteen-year-old 

babysitter, Gibby. But when a disoriented teenage boy 
named Ridge appears out of nowhere, Michael 
discovers there is more to life than stockpiling 

supplies and pining over Gibby. 
It turns out that Ridge is carefree, confident, and bold, 

things Michael wishes he could be. Unlike Michael, 
however, Ridge isn’t where he belongs. When Ridge 

reveals that he’s the world’s first time traveler, Michael 
and Gibby are stunned but curious. As Ridge 

immerses himself in 1999—fascinated by microwaves, 
basketballs, and malls—Michael discovers that his 

new friend has a book that outlines the events of the 
next twenty years, and his curiosity morphs into 
something else: focused determination. Michael 

wants—no, needs—to get his hands on that book. 
How else can he prepare for the future? But how far is 

he willing to go to get it? 

https://www.harpercollins.com/products/the-first-state-of-being-erin-entrada-kelly?variant=41070510407714


Eleven-year-old Daisy Thistledown is on the run. Her mother has 
been keeping big, glittering secrets, and now she has vanished. 
Daisy knows it’s up to her to find Ma—but someone is hunting 
her across London. Someone determined to stop her from 
discovering the truth. 

So when Daisy flees to safety through a mysterious hidden 
doorway, she can barely believe her eyes—she has stepped out 
of the city and into another world. 

This is the Greenwild. Bursting with magic and full of amazing 
natural wonders, it seems too astonishing to be true. But not 
only is this land of green magic real, it holds the key to finding 
Daisy’s mother. 

And someone wants to destroy it. 

Daisy must band together with a botanical genius, a boy who 
can talk with animals, and a spunky cat to uncover the truth 
about who she really is. Only then can she channel the power 
that will change her whole world . . . and save the Greenwild 
itself. 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374391379/greenwild


What are people for? 
That’s the burning question on the mind ofLeeva Spayce Thornblossom. 

Fame! says Leeva’s mom, the mayor ofNutsmore. 
Money!  says her dad, the town treasurer.
With the help of an orphaned badger, arisk-averse boy in a hazmat suit, and thetown's librarians, Leeva sets off to discoverher own answer—setting off a chain ofevents that will change Nutsmore forever. 

https://www.pluggedin.com/book-reviews/leeva-at-last/


Herc Beal knows who he's named after—amythical hero—but he's no superhero. He's thesmallest kid in his class. So when hishomeroom teacher at his new middle schoolgives him the assignment of duplicating themythical Hercules's amazing feats in real life,he's skeptical. After all, there are no NemeanLions on Cape Cod—and not a single Hydra insight. 
Missing his parents terribly and wishing hisolder brother wasn't working all the time, Hercfigures out how to take his first steps along theroad that the great Hercules himself oncewalked. Soon, new friends, human and animal,are helping him. And though his mythical rolemodel performed his twelve labors by himself,Herc begins to see that he may not have to go italone. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzqJECwYMQ8


Thirteen-year-old Matthew is miserable. 
His journalist dad is stuck overseas 

indefinitely, and his mom has moved in 
his one-hundred-year-old 

great-grandmother to ride out the 
pandemic, adding to his stress and 

isolation. 

But when Matthew finds a tattered 
black-and-white photo in his 

great-grandmother’s belongings, he 
discovers a clue to a hidden chapter of 

her past, one that will lead to a 
life-shattering family secret. Set in 

alternating timelines that connect the 
present-day to the 1930s and the US to 

the USSR, Katherine Marsh’s latest novel 
sheds fresh light on the Holodomor – the 

horrific famine that killed millions of 
Ukrainians, and which the Soviet 

government covered up for decades. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-lost-year


The house seemed to sit apart from the others on 
Katydid Street, silent and alone, like it didn’t fit 
among them. For Violet Hart—whose family is 

about to move into the house on Katydid 
Street—very little felt like it fit anymore. Like their 

old home, suddenly too small since her mother 
remarried and the new baby arrived. Or Violet’s 

group of friends, which, since they started middle 
school, isn’t enough for Violet’s best friend, Paige. 
Everything seemed to be changing at once. But 
sometimes, Violet tells herself, change is okay. 

That is, until Violet sees her new room. The attic 
bedroom in their new house is shadowy, creaky, 

and wrapped in old yellow wallpaper covered with 
a faded tangle of twisting vines and sickly flowers. 
And then, after moving in, Violet falls ill—and does 

not get better. As days turn into weeks without 
any improvement, her family growing more 

confused and her friends wondering if she’s really 
sick at all, she finds herself spending more time 
alone in the room with the yellow wallpaper, the 

shadows moving in the corners, wrapping 
themselves around her at night.  And soon, Violet 

starts to suspect that she might not be alone in the 
room at all. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/134221625-not-quite-a-ghost
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/134221625-not-quite-a-ghost


A video gamer’s championship 
aspirations are dashed when his 
parents send him to Camp Reset, 

where electronics are forbidden and 
you're forced to socialize, eat healthy, 
and spend time outside. Gamerville is 
a timely and vulnerable exploration of 
the importance of human connection 
and what it means to run in a pack, 
brought to you by award-winning 

author Johnnie Christmas. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nDQOpo_Jpg


Harman Wildcards 



As World War II enters her backyard, a young girl tries to 
cope with the war and keep her family together by 

completing a bucket list with her best friend: her dog 
Happy. Featuring a dog’s POV and inspired by real-life 

experiences of a young Pearl Harbor survivor, this 
historical middle-grade novel will inspire readers 8-12 to 

find courage in any situation. 

It’s 1940, and Jody is moving with her military family yet 
again—this time to a small naval base in Pearl Harbor. She’s 
always created a “top ten” list for each new home to help her 
adjust, and with Hawaii being so beautiful and her loyal dog 

Happy by her side, it’s easy to find things to add. 

But Jody’s mom is convinced the island is dangerous and 
starts constantly practicing first aid. Jody also learns that 

Happy is getting older and beginning to slow down. To cope, 
she makes a list of fun things they can do together. “Operation: 
Happy” gives her something to focus on beyond the scary new 
experiences, like air raid drills and Yellow Fever vaccinations. 



Twelve-year-old Sarah Greene 
wants nothing more from her 

seventh-grade year than to beat 
the hardest escape room left in 
her town with her best friends, 
West, and Hannah. But when a 
foreclosure notice shows up on 
Sarah's front door, everything 

changes. Since her father 
became ill two years ago, 

things have been bad, but not 
lose your house bad...until 

now. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJDGTbXN-wY


Smith Wildcards 



As 

Being a typewriter is not as easy as it looks. 
Surrounded by books (notorious attention 

hogs) and recently replaced by a computer, 
Olivetti has been forgotten by the Brindle 

family―the family he’s lived with for years. 
The Brindles are busy humans, apart from 

12-year-old Ernest, who would rather be left 
alone with his collection of Oxford English 
Dictionaries. The least they could do was 

remember Olivetti once in a while, since he 
remembers every word they’ve typed on 

him. It’s a thankless job, keeping memories 
alive. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/olivetti


Ayla and her best friend Kiri have always 
been tree people. They each have their 

own special tree, and neighbors and family 
know that they are most likely to be found 
within the branches. But after an accident 
on their street, Kiri has gone somewhere 
so far away that Ayla can only wait and 

wait in her birch, longing to be able to talk 
with Kiri again. 

Then a mysterious, old-fashioned 
telephone appears one morning, nestled in 
the limbs of Ayla's birch tree. Where did it 

come from? she wonders. And why are 
people showing up to use this phone to 
call their loved ones? Especially loved 

ones who have passed on. 

All Ayla wants is for Kiri to come home. 
Until that day comes, she will keep Kiri's 
things safe. She'll keep her nightmares to 

herself. And she will not make a call on 
that telephone. 




