
SUMMER READING LIST 2024
ENTERING 4th GRADE

Entering 4th Grade Families: We ask you to have your child read at least 2 books this summer. They
can be from this recommendation list or any other genres/titles your child might enjoy reading.
We also ask that you engage in dialogue with your child regarding characters, setting, plot, real
world connections they are making with the text, etc. They can also write about the books as well
and share them with their teachers.

The Magic Finger (Roald Dahl) 
To the Gregg family, hunting is just plain fun. To the girl who lives next door, it's just plain horrible. She tries
to be polite. She tries to talk them out of it, but the Greggs only laugh at her. Then one day the Greggs go too
far, and the little girl turns her Magic Finger on them. When she's very, very angry, the little girl's Magic Finger
takes over. She really can’t control it, and now it's turned the Greggs into birds! Before they know it, the
Greggs are living in a nest, and that's just the beginning of their problems….

The Unicorn Rescue Society (Adam Gidwitz) (series)
Elliot Eisner isn't exactly thrilled with the first day at his new school. His class is going on a field trip to a
creepy forest called the Pine Barrens. The trip is being led by Professor Fauna, the weirdest teacher
Elliot has ever met. And the only kid who will talk to Elliot, Uchenna Devereaux, isn’t afraid of danger. She
likes danger. Elliot and Uchenna are about to become part of a secret group of adventurers, The Unicorn
Rescue Society, whose goal is to protect and defend the world’s mythical creatures. Together with Professor
Fauna, Elliot and Uchenna must help rescue a Jersey Devil from a duo of conniving, greedy billionaires, the
Schmoke Brothers.

Who was?/What was?/ Where is? (series)
With over 400 titles among 3 separate series, these exciting books are enjoyed by all students. WhoWas?
titles include biographies of historical figures here and around the world, musicians, artists, and athletes.
What was? titles includeWhat was the Boston Tea Party? AndWhat was the Underground Railroad? Where
is? titles includeWhere is Mount Rushmore? AndWhere is our Solar System?

Frindle (Andrew Clements)
Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school — and he's always had plenty of
great ideas. When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are created, suddenly he's got
the inspiration for his best plan ever: the frindle. Who says a pen has to be called a pen? Why not call it a
frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his friends to use the new word. The new word is
spreading across the country, and there's nothing Nick can do to stop it. When he decides to turn his fifth
grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a
chain of events that quickly moves beyond his control.



Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures (Kate DiCamillo) Newbery AwardWinner
Holy unanticipated occurrences! A cynic meets an unlikely superhero in this genre-breaking novel. It begins,
as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has unexpected consequences. The squirrel never
saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but self-described cynic, Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue of
the comic book "Terrible Things Can Happen to You!," is just the right person to step in and save him. What
neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born anew, with powers of strength, flight, and
misspelled poetry, and that Flora will be changed too, as she discovers the possibility of hope and the
promise of a vast heart.

Save Me a Seat (Gita Varadarajan )
Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they're both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe's
lived in the same town all his life, and was doing just fine until his best friends moved away and left him on
his own. Ravi's family just moved to America from India, and he's finding it pretty hard to figure out where he
fits in. Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in common -- but soon enough they have a common
enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a common mission: to take control of their lives over the course of
a single crazy week.

Baseball Card Adventures: Jackie & Me (Dan Gutman) (series) Like every other kid in his class, Joe Stoscack
has to write a report on an African American who's made an important contribution to society. Unlike every
other kid in his class, Joe has a special talent: with the help of old baseball cards, he can travel through time.
So for his report, Joe decides to go back to meet one of the greatest baseball players ever, Jackie Robinson, to
find out what it was like to be the man who broke baseball's color barrier. Joe plans on writing a
prize-winning report. But he doesn't plan on a trip that will for a short time change the color of his skin --
and forever change his view of history.

Wings of Fire: The Dragonet Prophecy Book 1 (Tui T. Sutherland) (series) The seven dragon tribes have been
at war for generations, locked in an endless battle over an ancient, lost treasure. A secret movement called
the Talons of Peace is determined to bring an end to the fighting, with the help of a prophecy -- a foretelling
that calls for great sacrifice. Five dragonets are collected to fulfill the prophecy, raised in a hidden cave and
enlisted, against their will, to end the terrible war. But not every dragonet wants a destiny. And when the
select five escape their underground captors to look for their original homes, what has been unleashed on
the dragon world may be far more than the revolutionary planners intended.

Wishtree (Christina Applegate)
Trees can't tell jokes, but they can certainly tell stories. . . .
Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the neighborhood "wishtree"―people write their wishes on
pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with a crow named Bongo and other animals who seek
refuge in Red's hollows, this wishtree watches over the neighborhood. You might say Red has seen it all.
Until a new family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experience as a wishtree is more
important than ever.



Wish (Barbara O’Connor)
Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has been making the same secret wish every day since fourth grade. She even
has a list of all the ways there are to make the wish, such as cutting off the pointed end of a slice of pie and
wishing on it as she takes the last bite. But when she is sent to the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina to
live with family she barely knows, it seems unlikely that her wish will ever come true. That is until she meets
Wishbone, a skinny stray dog who captures her heart, and Howard, a neighbor boy who proves surprising in
lots of ways. Suddenly Charlie is in serious danger of discovering that what she thought she wanted may not
be what she needs at all.

Front Desk (Kelly Yang) (series)
Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. She lives in a motel, not a big house. Every day, while her immigrant parents
clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests. Her
parents hide immigrants. And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out they've been letting them stay in
the empty rooms for free, the Tangs will be doomed. She wants to be a writer. But how can she when her
mom thinks she should stick to math because English is not her first language? It will take all of Mia's courage,
kindness, and hard work to get through this year. Will she be able to hold on to her job, help the immigrants
and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams?

The Secret Zoo (Bryan Chick) (series)
Noah, his sister Megan, and their best friends, Richie and Ella, live next door to the zoo. Megan is the first to
notice the puzzling behavior of some of the animals. One day Megan disappears, and her brother and their
friends realize it's up to them to find her. Their only choice is to follow a series of clues and sneak into the
zoo. But once inside, they discover there's much more to the Clarksville City Zoo than they could ever have
guessed…

Lost in the Antarctic: The Doomed Voyage of the Endurance (Lost #4) (Tod Olson) (series)
Climb aboard the doomed ship Endurance to join famed explorer Ernest Shackleton and his crew who must
battle the frigid Antarctic elements to survive being stranded at the edge of the world. There wasn't a thing
Ernest Shackleton could do. He stood on the ice-boundWeddell Sea, watching the giant blocks of frozen
saltwater squeeze his ship to death. The ship's name seemed ironic now: the Endurance. But she had lasted
nine months in this condition, stuck on the ice in the frigid Antarctic winter. So had Shackleton and his crew
of 28 men, trying to become the first expedition ever to cross the entire continent. Now, in October 1915, as
he watched his ship break into pieces, Shackleton gave up on that goal. He ordered his men to abandon ship.
From here on, their new goal would be to focus on only one thing: survival.

TheWild Robot (Peter Brown)
Can a robot survive in the wilderness? When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that
she is alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is, but she
knows she needs to survive. After battling a fierce storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she realizes that
her only hope for survival is to adapt to her surroundings and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal
inhabitants. As Roz slowly befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home--until, one day, the
robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her.



The Tryout (Christina Soontornvat) Graphic Novel
When cheerleading tryouts are announced, Christina and her best friend, Megan, literally jump at the chance to
join the squad. As two of the only kids of color in the school, they have always yearned to fit in―and the middle
school cheerleaders are popular and accepted by everyone. But will the girls survive the terrifying tryouts, with
their whole grade watching? And will their friendship withstand the pressures of competition?

The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street (Karina Yan Glaser) (series)
The Vanderbeekers have always lived in the brownstone on 141st Street. It's practically another member of
the family. So when their reclusive, curmudgeonly landlord decides not to renew their lease, the five siblings
have eleven days to do whatever it takes to stay in their beloved home and convince the dreaded Beiderman
just how wonderful they are. And all is fair in love and war when it comes to keeping their home.

The Bad Beginning: A Series of Unfortunate Events Book 1 (Lemony Snicket) (series)
After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend on each other and their
wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is appointed their guardian is determined to use any
means necessary to get their fortune.

TheWar that Saved my Life (Kimberly Brubaker Bradley) Newbery Honor Book
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot
to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t
waste a minute—she sneaks out with him. So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the
woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and
watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end,
will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall back into
the cruel hands of their mother?

Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, TheWitch and theWardrobe (C.S. Lewis) (series)
Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie — step through a wardrobe door and
into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of theWhite Witch. But
when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change . . . and a great
sacrifice.


