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Course Description:  The seventh grade social studies curriculum consists of the following content areas: 
civics and geography.  Each course will be taught using the Alabama Course of Study for 7th grade social 
studies.  The standards are as follows:

 Civics

Compare influences of ancient Greece, the Roman Republic, the Judeo-Christian tradition, the Magna 
Carta, federalism, the Mayflower Compact, the English Bill of Rights, the House of Burgesses, and the 
Petition of Rights on the government of the United States
Explain essential characteristics of the political system of the United States, including the 
organization and function of political parties and the process of selecting political leaders.
Describing the influence of philosophers such as Locke, Hobbes, Voltaire, Rousseau, Montesquieu, 
and Machiavelli on the political system of the U.S.
Compare the government of the United States with other governmental systems, including monarchy, 
limited monarchy, oligarchy, dictatorship, and theocracy
Describe structures of state and local governments in the United States, including major Alabama 
offices and officeholders and how these governments are funded
Locating political and geographic districts of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of 
Alabama’s local and state governments and of the national government 
Describing the organization and jurisdiction of courts at the local, state, and national levels within the 
judicial system of the United States and justify the consequences of committing a civil or criminal 
offense
Explaining concepts of separation of powers and checks and balances among the three branches of 
state and national governments
Explaining rights of citizens as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights under the Constitution of the United 
States and what is meant by the term rule of law
Contrasting juvenile and adult laws at local, state, and federal levels
Determine how people organize economic systems to address basic economic questions regarding 
which goods and services will be produced, how they will be distributed, and who will consume them.
Use economic concepts to explain historical and current developments and issues in global, national, 
state, or local contexts
Appraise the relationship between the consumer and the marketplace in the economy of the United 
States regarding scarcity, opportunity cost, trade-off decision making, and the stock market and 
describe effects of government policies on the free market
Comparing economic systems, including market, command, and traditional
Apply principles of money management to the preparation of a personal budget that addresses 
housing, transportation, food, clothing, medical expenses, insurance, checking and savings accounts, 
loans, investments, credit, and comparison shopping.
Describe individual and civic responsibilities of citizens of the United States and differentiate rights, 
privileges, duties, and responsibilities between citizens and noncitizens 
Identify contemporary American issues since 2001, including the establishment of the Department of 
Homeland Security, the  of the Patriot Act, and the impact of media analysis



Geography

Please note that the textbook will only be one source used to deliver the civics/geography curriculum.  

Supplemental materials such as iCivics, Jr. Scholastic, IXL, Google Earth, and Google Maps will serve as a 

vital part in helping your student master the standards.  Instruction will be provided in whole group and 

collaborative small group settings.  Students will be given time in class to complete assignments, but 

homework will be assigned when necessary.

Remind 101

Reminders for upcoming tests and events will be sent through the Remind 101 app. Students and parents 
are strongly encouraged to join the group to stay informed on goings on in the classroom. 

There are two ways to join the Remind group(s):

Text @hendrixciv (civics) to 81010 

 Text @hendrixgeo (geography) to 81010

OR

Go to the Remind app and enter the class code @slms8ws

Describe the world using maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies and 
explain the use of map essentials including type, scale, legend, distance, direction, and symbols
Determine how regions are used to describe the organization of Earth’s surface and identify human 
and physical features of the world
Interpret reasons for regional change including land use, urban growth, population, natural disasters, 
and trade
Comparing how culture and experiences influence individual perceptions of places and regions
Explain globalization and its impact on people in all regions of the world
Explain processes that shape the physical environment including long-range effects of extreme 
weather phenomena
Explain how cultural features, traits, and diffusion help define regions, including religious structures, 
agricultural patterns, ethnic enclaves, ethnic restaurants, and the spread of Islam
Illustrate how primary, secondary, and tertiary economic activities have specific functions and spatial 
patterns
Classify spatial patterns of settlement in different regions of the world (urban, suburban, and rural 
areas)
Determine political, military, cultural, and economic forces that contribute to cooperation and 
conflict among people
Explain how human actions modify the physical environment
Explain how human systems develop in response to physical environmental conditions
Explain the cultural concept of natural resources and changes in spatial distribution, quantity, and 
quality through time and location
Explain ways geographic features and environmental issues have influenced historical events



Technology

ChromeBooks will be used in class on a regular basis.  Assignments and materials will be in Google 

Classroom.

Assignments

Various formative assessments will be utilized to help ensure student understanding and mastery of 

content standards.  These assessment will include, but are not limited to, bell ringers, practice sheets, and 

quizzes.  Students will be given summative tests throughout the school year.  All tests will be used to 

assess mastery of the Alabama Course of Study standards.  Students will use notes, review games, and 

study guides to prepare for summative assessments.  Quizzes, formative, and summative assessments may 

be open-ended, multiple choice, short answer, essay questions.

Completing assignments plays an important part in mastering standards.  Students who do not complete 

assignments and turn it in by the due date will be required to attend an ICU session to complete the 

missed assignment.  Taking zeros for missing work is not an option.  Extended time options will be made on 

an individual basis due to special circumstances.  Students that are absent will have five days to complete 

any missing assignments.  It is the responsibility of the student to inquire about missed assignments.  

Policies and Procedures

Please refer to the code of conduct for grading and discipline procedures and policies.  Classroom rules 

and procedures will be explained and reviewed during the first week of school.


