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August 15, 2024 Recognition Item 2

AFJROTC Outstanding Instructor Awards 

 

School Board Recognition of AFJROTC Outstanding Instructor Awards 

 

Four Cherokee County School District teachers have earned national recognition, with one being named 
the nation's top teacher in his field! 

Cherokee High School Air Force JROTC instructors Senior Master Sgt. (Ret.) Jeffrey Bise and Technical 
Sgt. (Ret.) Jody Van Ostrand and Etowah High School AFJROTC instructors Lt. Col. (Ret.) Stephen Bergey 
and Technical Sgt. (Ret.) Ciarra Malto all have achieved 2024 Outstanding Instructor Awards from the 
U.S. Air Force, an honor earned by only 258 of the more than 1,900 Air Force and Space Force JROTC 
instructors worldwide. 

Lt. Col. Bergey advanced in the awards program to be named the regional winner, and now has been 
named one of only two 2024 Overall Outstanding Instructors of the Year, the highest honor for AF/SF 
JROTC teachers worldwide!   

This is the second time for Lt. Col. Bergey to earn this top honor, as he also achieved the prestigious 
recognition in 2022.  Etowah HS Principal Robert Horn praised Lt. Col. Bergey for earning the overall 
award and for the outstanding program he and Technical Sgt. Malto have built. 

These educators' individual recognitions follow the recent announcement that their programs earned top 
awards from the U.S. Air Force. 

Cherokee High's program earned the 2024 Distinguished Unit Award with Merit, one of only 147 
AFJROTC programs worldwide to achieve this honor; Etowah's program earned the Distinguished Unit 
Award, one of only 244 to achieve this honor.  The Cherokee HS program additionally earned the Silver 
Star Community Service with Excellence Award, the highest unit award achievable and awarded to only 
45 programs, the top 5%, worldwide.
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