
 
 

 Interim update on HB 2972 (Dental Screening) 

This FAQ is to be used as a guidance document to assist school districts in the 

implementation of HB 2972.  The Oregon Department of Education is in the process of 

adopting rules as required by this bill.  It is suggested that individuals also review HB 

2972, related OARs, and consult with district legal counsel.  

 

Bill Summary: Oral health is an important part of a student’s overall health.  There are 

documented connections between overall health and a student’s academic performance 

and attendance.  HB 2972 requires school districts to collect dental screening 

information for students 7 years of age or younger and who are beginning an 

educational program (includes prekindergarten) for the first time.  Schools may perform 

dental screenings but are not required to.  Schools must provide preventative dental 

care information to new students. Lastly, school districts shall report the percentage of 

students who fail to submit a screening certificate to the Oregon Department of 

Education by October 1 of each year.  No later than December 1 each year, the Oregon 

Department of Education shall submit a summary to the Interim Legislative Committees 

on Education and to the Dental Director appointed by the Oregon Health Authority. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Are School Districts required to perform dental screenings? 

 No 

 

2. What does HB 2972 require districts to do? 

 Collect certification from students who are 7 years of age or younger and who 

are beginning an education program (new student) for the first time. 

 Provide dental resources and information. 

 Report, to the Oregon Department of Education by October 1st (for previous 

year) the percentage of new students who fail to submit dental screening 

certificate.  

 HB 2972 reads: Each education provider shall: 

(a) File in the student’s dental health record any certifications and results 

of a dental screening known by the education provider. 

(b) Provide the parent or guardian of each [new] student with information 

about:  

(A) The dental screenings;  

(B) Further examinations or necessary treatments; and 

(C) Preventive care, including fluoride varnish, sealants and daily 

brushing and flossing. 
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Note: This information will be available on the Oregon Department of 

Education website once the rules are adopted. 

 

3. Is there a negative consequence for the student if they do not hand in a dental 

screening? 

 No.   

 

4. Can parents opt-out their child from the dental screening requirement? 

 Yes, a parent can opt their child out of the dental screening requirement in 

writing if: 

(a) The student submitted certification to a prior education provider; 

(b) The dental screening is contrary to the religious beliefs of the 

student or the parent or guardian of the student; or 

(c) The dental screening is a burden, (the State Board of Education is 

in process of defining Burden) 

 

5. If my district wants to perform dental screening, what are the requirements? 

 If a district decides to perform or arrange with a community partner to 

provide dental screenings at school, HB 2972 requires that these screenings 

be performed by  

(A) A dentist licensed under ORS chapter 679; 

(B) A dental hygienist licensed under ORS 680.010 to 680.205; 

(C) A health care practitioner who is acting in accordance with rules 

adopted by the State Board of Education; or 

(D) A person who: 

(i) Is the following: 

(a) An employee of an education provider; and 

(b) Trained in accordance with guidelines established by the 

dental director appointed by the Oregon Health Authority; 

and 

(c) Is acting in accordance with rules adopted by the State 

Board of Education in collaboration with the dental director 

appointed by the Oregon Health Authority. 

Note:  Training guidelines will be available on the Oregon Department of  

Education website in March 2016 

6. How do School districts report data to ODE and what is the data used for? 

 Districts collect screening data on new students who are 7 years of age or 

younger and who are beginning an education program for the first time.  

Data to be collected should include: 
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(a) Number of new students who submitted a dental screening 

certificate. 

(b) Number of new students who failed to submit certificate.  

 No later than Oct 1, districts shall report to the Oregon Department of 

Education the percentage of new students who failed to submit a dental 

screening certificate the previous year. First report is due Oct 1, 2017 for the 

2016-17 school year. 

 No later than December 1 of each year, the Oregon Department of 

Education shall summarize school district reports of this subsection and 

submit the summary to the interim legislative committees on education and 

to the dental director appointed by the Oregon Health Authority. 

 

7. SB 2972 requires school districts to “Provide the parent or guardian of each 

student with information”.  Will the State provide standard information or 

resources for parents? 

 HB 2972 requires the state dental director to develop standardized 

information for districts to distribute in regards to dental screenings, follow-up 

exams or treatments, and preventive care including fluoride varnish, 

sealants, and daily brushing and flossing. 

 

Note: This information will be available on the Oregon Department of Education 

website once the rules are adopted 

 

If you have additional questions please contact: 

Oregon Department of Education:    Oregon Health Authority: 
 
Ely Sanders, MPA      Laurie L. Johnson, DHSc, MA, RDH 
Sexual Health and School Health Specialist     School oral health programs coordinator 
Oregon Department of Education    Public Health Division 
Office of Learning | Student Services Unit   Office: 971-673-0339 
Office: 503-947-5904       laurie.johnson@state.or.us 
Ely.sanders@state.or.us 
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